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Tis Fnrxcu MERio RAr, "WnmNKI.."-" Alex.
Young," of Ryckman's Corner, communicates the
following :- "I am th owner of a French Merino
ram, whilch as always tnken the tirat prizo when ex-
bibited. Hfe has heen sihown at the following places
and distinguisiel himself. Wlen ilnmb, ie obtained
the first prize in Toronto at the Provincial Exhibition
of 1862; first prizo as a yearling at Kingston, in 1863 ;
first prizo as a two year old, or aged, nt Iamilton, ln
1864. Ife ia known by the nane of "Wrinkley."
I is net n icary saicep, ieing only 127 Ils. live
weight. but yldeidic'd when siorn on the first day et
Juno last 17 Ibs. of wool. I challenge competition
with him in weight of ilece, taking weight of sheep
iuoanccouint. I have several ramsmur ireavier, but
net produrcring as much wool. I al4o have ieavier
vwes, live of which produced 53 Ib. of wool."

ItrNtw Socnrry RuFron. On tis suîbject - J.L."
n rites 'iai ing iran n attention tu nsome crying
evs of Building Societies, allow me te surggest sOme
remedies to be applied, ln order to make them equitable
te the borrower, as well as proßtablc to the Investor. Of
course the rate of interest should b rediced fint of
ail, and the borrower told exactly what rate ie is ta
pay, instead of being left unr1er the impression that ho
only pays G or 7 per cent. Tien ifthe wishes to redeen
before the expiration of the lime of hisloan, hr ought
ta o llowed at'lcast whiat the Society can mako eut.
of the sane money, nstead of fron 4 te G per cent.
less. It would also bo very desirable ta reduce the
preliminary expenses of the survey of the property,
&c., which add ta the interest paid. There are som
other abuses which might b advantageously re-
formed, sncb ns fees and henvy fines on the members
who do not pay regularly, sickness or any other valid
excuse making no difference. Ifthese Socicties would
either suspend their re-payments at sncb times, or con-
vert them into those of a longer period, It would
surely b a great beon tinvestors and borrowers."

S rEEP Finxixa ox A LARoE SCAI..-" Shieep
Farmer" writes from Toronto as follows: "For the
last few years I have been thinking oftrying my hand
at sieep farming on a larger scalo than It is possible
te carry Il on ln Canada. Now I am a true Briton,
and as loyal as the Queen herself, but I do not think
that I would succeed In Canada. Would you b kind
enough te state therefore what district of the United

• States you consider best adapted for shcep farming,
and what would be the probable cost of a -)rre farm
with the stock, &c. Imay state that I am no. without
a small capital te start upon, and if I farmed at all
would get a first class farm. By giving me the de-
sired information through the columns of your widcly
circulated journal you will oblige."

A s.-Our correspondent mnt contempiate n ro-digioiisl,' large scala of seep-Tarming Inclecd, if ?lihc
not possible te carry on Lis business ru Canada. Weo
know of no reason why he should not grati iris in-tense loyaity hy atayiug iu Ibis contry. ire ara
as god regrons fom aiep husbandry lu the Queena
dominions as lu any other part of the vorld. Our
advico to him is ta piteh upon a suitable locality in
Canada, begin bis new busrness in a moderato way,
hiargo il as ho gains experience, and Lelp to makeIbis country whai il muai ha snme day,--ono ef tire

leading shcep regions of the world.
TuE CAUsE oF RCSr.-On this subject "W. R.I

writes as follows :--"I do not agrea with your views
on rust, expressed in the article on " Thoughts on
Ploughs and Ploughing," Il a recent issue. As far
as my observation ard experience go, ruai la as preval-
ent on land tiai has neither Leen pleughed no manur-
cd, as n land that Las, and a slight showereven a moist
log, tha doce net wet the ground half an inch deep,
la far mare api ta cause muai tran a good day's rain,
fthea wauld thorughly wet the ground to the depth

of lire manure."1
As--Our correspondent will observe, if h refers

te the article again, that the opinion tiere s exprasedas ta tire cause et ruai, la merely conjectur.al. We
are, however, glad ta find that It Las been the means
of drawing attention tothi important cereal affection.
DLscussiôn and difierencu cf oDinion ar foremost

among the means of all truo progress. Wisdom, said
the wiso man, Is foun in te mutitudo ofcoiunsellors.
In the collision of ideas knowledgo and Information
aro generated,just rs light and fir are produce by
the brisk contact of flint and steel. On the subject
beforo us, there is a wide field for difflerenco of im-
pression. It ta not a lit'o remarkablo thatI "rust"
comes down ta us nssocinted with some of the vierd
superstitions of nntiquiity. Its destructivo effects
wero expcrienced ir the early eges of the morld, as
well ns Ifn our day ; and the progress of two thousand
years ias failed to discover the truo cause, or a
Precifl remedy. The Patent Olfco Report saya that
t o ancients reld th rust diense of suficient ipor-
tance ta appoint a special goddess as n presiding
deily over it. To appenso lier aEger, and savo the
grain from the drcarded visitation, they were accus-
tomed to sacrifice a red bitch on ber aitar, cach year
We trust other correspondents and readers will take
up the many important agricultural questions that
preas themselves upon general attention. Wo want
the views of practical men. Every attempt nt the
solution of a knotty question fornms a stepping atone
which may render govd serv icO ta other linvestigatur4.

DisEASrED TenEErs.-" Dorcns ' writes as followa:
"I wish te know if you, or any of your readers, can
explain ta me a malady which attacks my young tur-
keys ? They grow sudiidenly weak in the legs, scramblo
anlstagger for a day or so,anl finzilly "squat down,"
unable te riise themsclves oi ticir legs any more.
They sprawl ont their legs in i ain, trying ta get ip,
and cannot. At the aime time the middle joint is
swaihcn ; bix làrave been Fe taken ana aller lxe
oter, oaen of twenty-flv ; for the rest tley ecem quite
well, and cnt heartily, fed on fresh cur ds, but they
die. Nobody here seems ta havo .,een the complaint
before."

As.- The disease describe.d by our correspondent
is prababiy mogrims or dizziness. Tee, funll teccing
and want of air and exercise 1iil1 sometimes nccasion
this malady. At the samu tim there are no more
fruitful causes of disease in fowls than impuro water,
neglecting te effect a troquent chango of diet, and a
d1cflciency at green Tfod. A largo teaspoontril et
esator ot wi l probably relieve the snlferers, obscrv-
ing not to expose thema te the glare of a scorching
sun.
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The Season.
The confident anticipations of an abundant retra

indulged in by many of our correspondents and con-
temporaries, prior te the date of our last issue, have
since undergone considerable modiation. Although
the harvest, ipon which iwe have aircady entered,
promises te be at least an average yield, there la
no disguising the fact that the devastations of the
midge have been pretty extensive, and the consequent
forebodings rather gloomy. The continuance of
drouth, too, has checked the full development of the
spring-sown grains, on ail but deep, wel.ccultivated
soils. With these facts befora them,some of our local
exchanges speak desponding1y of the Larvest pros-
pects, and express the belief that in many sections
the return will net much exceed that of last year.
Others again describe appearances as cheering and
encouraging. lu the face of the very conflicting tes-
timony which is beforo us, it is impossible, at the
present time, to express a decided opinion as te the
Issue. The truti will most Wiely lie somewbero
between the two extremes, and probably the crop, as
a whole, will b quito an average one. In order,
however, that our readers mayjudge for themselves,
wa euil a few extracts, exhibiting both sides of the
question, as viewed by the contemporary press.

7u Merickville Chronicle says :-" We are again
doomed te short crops on ail the light land in this
vicinity. Our lest farmers will doubtless harvest a
fair crop, but we much doubt if poor tilled land i
ranges much in advance of last year. Two sncb sea-
sons as this and last bave nover occurred in the mem-
ory of the ' oldest Inabitant.? " The Sarnia 05ser- s

-1865.

vcr remarks . "Tho midge bas dono considerable
damage." Tho Dundas Danncr "regrets that tho
midge has beon creating fearful iavoc." The Strat
ford Beacon Icarns thatI "this troublesomo pest (the
mridgo) bas caten its way into, aid destroyed nearly
all but the real midge.proof wheat." Tbn St. !!ar'r's
Arg's states that Igrubs have been very "umerous,
.nd thait fodder will b scarce this witer." The
.onlon Prototype hears "startling reports of the

r.avages of tie midgo ln the castern sections of th
country." Tho Gall Reporter is informed that the
mihigo has committed sad havoc with th wheat crop
lu that section.

The foregoing reports, J wiil bre observed, are ail
ut a dismal claracter. It >somewbatre-animating to
turn to the following: The Morrisburg Courier
dcares tirat I the prospects o: a rich harvest are
fiattering ln the extreme." The Brockville Monitor
says, ' t very description of grain crops tool.s luxuri.
ant." Tho Guelph Hlercu4ry states that "the crops
throughout Bruce promiso a most abundant yield."
Several othe. reports of a liko favourablo character
lie before us, but limited space forbids our inserting
them.

The harvest of the midge-proof varicty of vicat
was commenced in the western sections of the
Province, nearly a fortnight -eince. In the majority
of instances, it bas ,vholly escaped the attack of the
destructive post. The result of anu experiment con-
ducted in the vicinity of Toronto, with this descrip.
tion of wheat, aud instituted for the purpose of testing
its ability to resist th attack of the insect, seems to
prove that its immunity Is owing ta iLs rapid growth
and early maturity, rather than ta any inherent
quality. Tno of te mest approved varicties,-the
Mediterranean and the Lambert-wero sown ln
October last. Th grain germinated well, and on the
22nd of June presented a most luxuriant appearance,
being fivo feet in height, and in fill bloom. By theSth instant, however, many of the cars of both varie-
ties were badly infected. Oher beads, again,
although exhibitimg traces of ha -ing been slightly
pierced, Lad apparently escaped any pm'citivc iojury
As specimens fren the crop iu question were ex-
hibited at this ofice, the facts nbove stated may Le
relied on. Several other samples of midge-proof
wheat have aise been submitted to our Inspection
during the past week. l every instance they had
been early sown, and no traces of the midge could
bh detected. The producer of one cholce sample,
nearly ripe, informed us he Lad sown Lis in the latter
part of August. Seeding at this date, in many cases,
may be carlier than is necessary or convenient. Still
the practical lesson taught by this year's experience,
is te sow carly if the crop is ta bc sayea.

Spring cereals, as already hinted, have suffered from
drouth. This infortunato circumstancowill undoubt-
edly decrease the yield of grain and curtail the quan-
tity of winter fodder. There are encouraging reports
of the flax crop from those of our farmers who have
sown a patch this season. We have scen several fine
healthy specimens, grown at different points, averag-
ing fully four feet in length. Next year we venturo
to hope ils cultivation will b more general. Hay-
making Las been briskly proceeded with during the
past fortaight. As a rule, the crop Las been secured
in splendid condition, while the yield Las been almost
unexceptionably good. Early-sown turnips, in most
sections, were entircly destroyed by the fly. In
some places where they were resown they give pro-
miso for a fair crop. Their ultimate success, as well
as that of our other esculents, will, of course, depend
on the weather. In the meantime, It may be well to
remind some of our farmers that they rather hurry
their turnips into the ground. Withs our peculiar
climate, we are disposed ta believo that none should
be sown carlier than the middle of June. This idea
a stre'igthened by the tact that, ln every instance in
which we have had an opportunityof obtaining infor-
mation, those sown after the 20th of June have, this
season. had verfect immunity from the qttack of the flv
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