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advantage of an isolated education. Agricalturo is
pre-eminently the occupation of the Caradian people.
Our whole prosperity and advancement depends upon
its skilful prosccution, for all other avocations rest
upon its suceess.  Wo have splendid farms, frugal,
mdustrious and antelligent farmers, and excellent
fanin-stock of all kinds—Int what is yet wanted is a
thorough knowledge spread all over the country, how
Lest to uso in the must effectual and profitable
manner, the great advantages for good farming we so
abundantly possess, If the Guelph Model Farm
thall contribute efliciently towards this end, it will
amply repay all the money expended upon it—were
1t vastly greater than it possibly can le.

Tho second leading endto Le kept Jn mind m the
management of the institutivn, will we trust he to
mahe accurate expeniments ou practical peints di-
rectly affecting the dauly practice ¢ the Canadian
farmer. and publish them to the world.

Book Tormivg.

Nothig more irrational can be inagined thun the
prejudice, which so largely prevails among farmers,
aganst what is styled “Bouk farming ™ Withont
the mud of agricultural publications, would not the
practical experience of practical agriculturists be en-
tirely lost, except in their own imwmediate neighbor-
hoods? Without the aid of scientific resea.ch,
would not a thousond questions of the higlhest
practical mportance to the farmer have been
left unsettled? Without books and papers, what
should we know of crops and herds aud tillage in
other countriest VWhy is it that in cvery other
occupation, cxcept farming, every new light, every
suggestion for its advancement, is hailed by these
engaged m 1t with mterest and cordiality? No man
of sense would dream of a farmer adopting every new!
plan, howover good, commended by an agricoltural’
journal. Onthe contrary the circumstances under
which farmers carry on their operations are so
diversified by a thousand causes, that no absolute
rule, on almost any point, can he made of universal
application. All that any sensible man can hope for
is that agriculturists shall read carefully and carnest-
1y, ponder well all apparently good suggestions, and
adopt such of them as, from their own several points
of view, commend themselves to their approbation as
practically advantageous.  Although very much that
a farmer reads may not, from peculiar circumn.
stances, fit his particular case, or be expedient to
adopt with a Jimited capital—still thereis much in
cvery agricultural paper thal jssues from the press,
which the most experienced agricwiturist may read
with profit, cither by the suggestion of new ideas,
tho modification of old ones, or the revival of for-
gotten ones. JAgricultural articles are necessarily on
all sorts of subjects, and in anow country like Canada,
tho raw beginner has to Do vritten for as well as
the accomplished fammer; and thus articles that
prove of great value to some, seem quite impracti-
cable to others.  “*Dook-farming” by no means un-
dervalues  the practical knowiedge of practical
workers; on the contrary its main mission is to
gather the practical lessons which practical men havo
learned, and publish them far and wide for the advan-
tage of the world.  Norshould any farmer start off
in disgust because a thing is recommended which to
him scems unremunerative, or (if remuncrative) be-
yond the means of ordina.r{ farmers to accomplish.
The thing may be right and profitablo in itsclf, not-
withstanding, and t'houfh beyond the means or the
courage of very many farmers, itmay bo highly de-
sirable and advantageous to have it tried fully and
fairly

Esus ror Harcnive. — A correspondent wishes to
know where hie can purebase pure dark Bralhuma and
Ayleshury duck eggs. Some of our friends having
theso for sale, might do well to let 1t be kuown
through the adverhmng colums of Tux Casapa
Fanueg.

H

Tho Downing Gooseberry.
In the-last number of tho “‘FARMER" we gave our
readers a very good representation of this variety of
the gooseberry, and Jad before them what Mr
Hooker had to say concerningiband other American
gooseberries, greas dufficulty has Leun cxperienced by
those who have enucavored to raise gooseberries, by
reason of the mildew that attacks Loth the fruit and
foliage of al} the English varictics. There are a few
favored localities wirere the imldew Is not trouble-
some, but on the whole there hag been very little
suecess 1 the cultivation of this fruit. We have
grown the Downing Gooseberry fur sume tifteen years,
and with very satisfactory results, while in the same
grounds the “nglish varieties mildew zo badly that
they aroan fact worthluss,

The berries of the Downmg, are not a> largeas those
of the English kindy, though they are much larger
and much finer in appearance than the Houghton.
The color when ripe isa very pale green, and the
flavor is much like that of thoIloughton. Buf the
chief value of this vanety is the basis which it
furnishes for our experimenters and hybridists, from
which to rasse sume larger fruited berry, which shal)
be as free from middew asthis. Inthe hope that
some may beslimulated to further cxperiwent, and to
make our people acquainted with the best variety of
American Goosebersy in cultivativn, the Directors of
the Frutt Growers' ssociation of Ontario have decid-
ed to send out to its members a plant of this varicty
next year. By tl.s means it will have a vary wide
dissemination, as the society has now a very large
membershapscattered throughallparts of theProvinee,
and in a few years we will have ascertained whether
this vanety proves to be gencrally as valuable asa
substitute for the larger English sorts as it now pro-
mises.

It 1s to be hoped also that attention will be turned
to the production of new varicties from thisand other
American sorts, and that we shnll give up the hopeless
task of trying to grow the English Gooseberries when
it is so cvident that they can not be grown.

American Short-hora Record.

The American Short-horn Record, published by
Mr. A, J. Alexander, of Woodburn, Kentucky, is
conducted on very conservative principles. It gives
in its pages all theancestors, o the remotest genora-
tion of every animal cntered in the Record. No
female is allowed to be entered until she has proved
herself a breeder, by producing a calf. Therearcalso
other improvements, which will prevent the work
from ever Lecoming cumbersome, costly or unwicldy.
Two volumes hiave already appeared and a third is
to be issued very soon.  Canadian Short-horn breed-
crs would do well to ek a note of this.  The price
of the Record per volumo is about that of the Canada
Iferd-book.

Amorpﬁus Rivieri,

In tho first number of the Cavapa Farui= will be
found tho opinion of & correspondent of the Rural
New Yorker concerning tlis new plant.  For the in-
formation of our readers we may stato that it can be
planted out of doors in Juno aswo now plant the
Dahlia, and taken upas soonas tho frost cuts the
foliage or the stem dies down. It isasingular aroid,
whitﬁn throws up a thick whitespotted stem, crowned
by alarge palmate leaf from two to three feet in
diamcter. .

The Boyal Dublin Spring Cattle Show.

Tho forty-third annual stock exhibition, held in
2z Pril. was considered tho best that has yet been seen.
The show of Short-horns, zmrticulnxly in the younger
sections, was excellent.  No doubt, out of 148 year-
ling bulls there were some, hut not many, that would
havo heen better left at home.

Tho cxhibition of implements and mackinery was
the best and largest ever known here; but this was

8o closely packed as to render it difficult, if not im.
})ossxblc, to oxamino and contrast the merits of no
css than 101 gtands. Tho English exhibitors wero
tho most numerous.

Tho Hercfords, as for some years, put in but a
short appearance. Of pol}cd Angus cattle, there
wero four bulls and four females, In the Devon
sections, there were Lul one yearling and two aged
bulls, two heifers, -nd ono cow’; John Peske,
Mullaghmore, taking all tho prizes. Of Alderneys
there were mmne bulls, three heifers giving milk and
four cows.

Of fai, catil, there were abont fifty-five,

The show of black and white pigd was as good ay
could be desired, they wero nof numerous in their
several scetions, bug they occupicl about 40 pens,
and though govd and wdll bred, thero was nothing
amongst thum to call fur any partfcular notice.

‘The show of poultry was the best we yet have had ;
it cmbraced every new, good, useful, and ornaracntal
variety, andall in the best plumago and condition.
Thoe enwries occupivd 247 f;cns, talunjr; up _the entire
gallery round the Central Hall  The prigeon show
was o interesting sizht to the lovers of that class
of birdts. The several distinet vaneties were divided
into abont 20 sections, occupying 138 cages.

The weather was beantifully flne, and, on the
whole, The Royal Dublin Society’s spring meeting
for this year has heen a success. Tho Lord Licu-
tenant, Lady Spencer and swate visited tho show on
Wednesday, aud remainted gome Jours examining
all the details. — Murk Lane Lxpress.

Agricultural Depression in Britain

e regret to learn from a speech recently Gelivered
by Mr. AMcComlne, M.T. fur West Aberdeenshire,
when accompanyiuy & deputativn of Scottish mern-
bers to induce the Chancellor of the Txchequer to re-
move the gun tas, and the tax on shepherds' dogs
which are felt to be gricvances by Scottish agricultur-
ists, that the farminginterest in Swotland is ina very
depressed conditivn indeed.  Mr. McCombie, whose
acquamtance with tenant farmers throughout Scot-
land is both extensive and intimate, asscrts, that the
year 1872 hasbeen the most disastrous year in tho cen-
turyto the tenant farmers of Scotland. Theaverage

rice of wheatin the Scottish market has ranged from
cts. to $1.10 per bushel, with a diminished quan-
tity—1less than half—to disposc of, and with a deterio-
rated quality from sprout in consequence of the very
wet harvest. The potato crop wis completely de-
stroyed, and the turnip crop, on which the farmer
depends so largely for his profits, were scarcely half
acrop. ‘The consequenco is thatfarmers aro giving
up their farms in all dircctions, and where, & few
years agn, there used to hoten applicants for cvery
farm to e le§, now thero are ten farms for every
applicant.  Mr. McCombio mentioned the case of a
farm in his own native parish that was advertised to
rent, and on the day fixed for letting if, there was
not a single offer for it. -

The Labor Question in England.

We arc very sorry to sco that the relationships
between farmers and laborers are—thanks to the
chief agitators, whom Sir M Iicks-Beach has de-
scribed as “‘Communists in politics, and infidels in
religion”—weck by week becoming  further and fur-
ther estranged. If they had beenleftto themsclves—if
tho forcign clerent wo deprecated had not Leen, in-
troduced, masters and menmight have arranged thar
dificrences casily.  Theresult now is that a war of
classes Itas commenced.  The masters have formed o
counter combination against thamen- tho strikesare
to bo followed by o lock-out.  Not content with re-
tarding the progress of cultivation as much as they
could, the hational Agricultural Gnionists have rc-
solved, 1f possible, to prevent the lxm’\'cstiug of the
hay and corn crops when the time comes for their
cutting aud theiv in-gathering, With this view they
have sent paid agents out to stump Ireland—io warn
Hibernia's sons from coming over {0 Englaud. The
matter ig now assuling a very gravo furm to the
community generally, and i€ tho bitterness of striic
continuc—it the corn bo allowed to Le waste upon
tho ground—in spite of freo trade, tho indusirious
classes may ¢xpect to havo to pay double tho price
for their loaf, and meat will nise altogether Leyond
their means. Wo think it is time that some notico of
this importznt question shoald Lo taken by the
lzch‘s;laturc.— The (London) Farmer, 28th Aprd
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