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' Outdoor vs. Cellar Wintering

Given at Perth Bee.Kcepers' Convention
B "y D). Chahnilerz,.

Mr. President and fellow Bee-keepers.-
If my memory serves me right. the above
subject was allotted me at our last meeting
as an appropriate paper to present at this
our spring gathering.

But before entering upon it J would like
to draw your attention to the term "out
door," or "outside wintering." Does it not
seem to you in usin-g such a iphrase, that
the bees are outside si mply in their hives as
those in cellar would be ; 1 will leave it
with you to discuss as to how " Winter

iPacking vs. Cellar \Vintering," would pass
as a proper term to use to distinguish be-
tween those wintered in cellar and those
wintered in sumner stands protected.

My experience with the system of winter
packing 1 practice now, dates from theyear
1882, but for 18 years before that I cannot
well explaini how my bees were prepared to
stand the winter blasts. Several winters
between 1882 and now I have tried cellar
wintering, and also a room prepared on the
D. A. Jones principle, well protected, sup-
plied with sub-earth ventilation. etc., etc.,
ut for the last three o- four years I have

wintered almost exclusively on the winter
packed system. Had these lines been
penned in the latter p irt of March or early
in April, grave doubts would have pervaded
me as to hoiv the becs would fare. after
the warmth in the earlier part of the for-
mer month, which no doubt induced them
to brood freely. This warm spell was fol-
lowed by about three weteks of cold weather
endangering chilling of the brood, but the
cold seemed so steady that fev becs ventured
out and theref.)re spring dvind ling did not
reduce the bees as it often does, and to-day
I am better pleased than ever with winter-
ing becs protected in summer stands. It
has an advantage which cellar wintering
cannot claim, it saves the heavy carrying
to and from the ceillar, it saves ail anxiety as
to when bees should ie set out. In early
spring some mornings are bright and warm,
but ere the day advances very far it becomes
chilly, and should bes be set out from the
cellar on such a mnoraing they would be
lost by thousands, for they vill corne out
whether fit or not, when newly placed in
open air, but ont the contrary, wien winter-
packed, they are their own judges of the
weather aid arp very instinctive as to when
it is wisest o stay home." In Germnany

I think it is. the people look to the bees as
weather indicators, and in fact my observa-
tions are that on a rain threatening day if
the bees do not seem to leave their hive to
go gleaning. their owner had better not go
far from home either.

My mode of winter packing is to make a
rough box with bottom within the sides, so
that the rain will not lodge so readily.
The top of it should be sloped to suit a
shanty ruof. It requires two strips about
three or four inches wide nailed edgeways
on the bottom of the box to set the hive on,
said strips to run from the front to within
four inches of the rear. The box alo re-
quires a hole to be eut in front about four
inches square, the bottom of which should
just be level with the top of bottom board
of the hive. It should be large enough to
allow at least four inches of packing ail
around.

When the time comes for packing for
winter, the rough box is to be filled to the
top of the strips on the bottom herein above
described. Set the colony in place. bridge
the entrance. pack all around and over the
top of the hive, and the chances are that
another summer's sun will shine on a live
colony of becs. A very essential point, of
course, is to see in early fall that they are
supplied with sufficient sealed honey to car-
ry thern to next season's apple bloom. As
to the time of packing, if your rough boxes
are water tight, pack in Septemuber or
October. But if they leak, better leave off
packing till after the fait rains are over.
The hive entrance may be kept about three
inches wide during winter but when spring
comes contract to about one-half inch and
gradually open as the days become warmer.

Trusting these ideas may meet your up
proval, and wishing you all a prosperous
season. D. CIIALMERS.

Poole May 10th, 1894.

A man went into a drug-store and asked
for something to cure a headache. The
druggist held a bottle of hartshorn to his
nose, and he was nearly overpowered by its
pungency. As soon as he recovered, he
began to rail at the druggist. "But didn't
it help your headache ?" asked the apothe-
carv.

"'Help my headache !" gasped the mnan.
"I haven't any headache. It's my wife
that has the headache."-Selected.

Al things ftulfil their purpose, low or hi2h ;
There is no failure; death can never mar

The least or greatest of the things that are;
Until our work is donc, we cannot die.

-Chamber's 4ournal.


