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I don't know ;aet how mach you

inean by " sa much." Bat it may be be-
cause " so mauh " of the instructioan i
given by men not smart enough to make
themselves understood by the average
amateur. or because the tverage amateur
is not smart enongh ta understand "sa
much " of the instruction given.

But could you expect anyone ta know
enough ta answer everything plainly when
such a man as Darling is ]et loose ta ask
questions.-MIL.La.

For Tum CàAADiAN B.E joUaNAI.
BEEKEEPERS' REPORTS.

Mr. C. Thielhnann, Thielmanston, Minn.,
U.S., writes us under date May 1, 1893, as
follows:-

" BeEs in this part of the country bave
wintered poorly,-a good maniy have died,
a great many are still very weak and
getting weaker on account of the cold, 'wet
and stormy weather. We have bad a long
winter, with a great deal of snow, which
generally disappeared, however, by let
April. On the third ai that month the
barometer showed 71° abovt zero, when
moast ai the bees in this viciaity were eset
on their sammer stands, after .having been
cellared for about five moaths and having
had no flight since the 15th Oatober.

" Before this our bees had generally a
good flight lrom the 5th ta the 18th of
November, just before they were cellared.
Daring the winter many more than usual
came out upon the cellar floor ; toward
the latter part of the season a good many
suffered from diarrhea. My own bees all
came througb alive except one colony out
of three hundred, but a few of them
swarmed on the firet day .1 set them ont
on account of the cald, snowy wet weather.
From the 3rd ta the 10th of April we bad
nice warm days, and the soft maples came
into full bloom. Since then the bees could
not fly safely, and considerable brood,
which was dragged out by the bees, was
observable on the alighting boards. On
the 201h we had a enowfall of over twelve
inches in depth, a considerable quantity
of which is still left, and as we have had

two or three additional iuches of a fall
to-day. it is difli;:ult taLel w1hen it will
disappear. During thi's period the
thermometer, most of the time, ehowed
about the fraezing point; but on the
morning of the 220d, it was down ta 12'
above zero, which killed the soft maple and
elm bloom entirely. This bas beon the
coldest and longest continued spell of
poor weather at this season of the year'
that we have expertenced since 1857. It
has been a bard season for the bees, as
they cannot raise brood enough ta replace
the old bees which are dying daily, and
it will consequently leave the colonies very
weak in three or four weeks bence ; and
many will dwindle away altogether.

" Al the clovers look bealtby, but are
backwara; so are our pastures. Nothing
of auy kind is ta be bad outside yet for
stock. A few have commenced to seed,
bot so far the ground bas not been fit for
its reception, and it is diflicult ta say when
it will be. A good deal of soft anow feil
last uight and to day, and everybody is
discouraged. As a rule our seeding time
extendas from the 12th ta the 24th of April
for smail grain; but since the 10th nothiug
could be done for the bees. It was not
safe ta open a hive aven to see if they had
food enough, as every experienced beekeeper
knows that, unless absolutely necessary for
feeding purposes, ta open a hive in cold
windy weather is really to do damage to
the inmates. The Saturday aiternoon of
the 28th was au exception; it was
pleasant and warm enough ta examine the
condition of the hives; but there was very
littie brood, and but very few egga ta be
seen."
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Mr. Geo. Niobolson of Wallbridge, Ont.,

writes:-" In the spring of 1892 I put six
colonies on their summer stands. They
increased ta fifteen during the summer,
and I extracted about two bundred pounds
of honey. I lost four colonies during the
winter and bave now eleven in good work-
ing order. I am young at the business as
yet, but I like ta work with them."
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'Mr. T. J. Cole of Bowmanville writes:-


