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One pascage in Mr. Barnard’s letter I must presume to
differ from. He says that ¢ sced that he sowed in 1887, at
Thrce- Rivers,was completely ruined by the drought.” (1, Now,
sainfoin, like lucerne, is emphatically 4 dry-season plant. This
spring Wa. dry epough in all conscience, and, yet, the sain-
foin on thc Dawes’ farm ut Laching beat all the clovers and
timcthy by it side into fits. If howcver, the sced, which is
ag big as that of the wild vetch (pois sunvage), is not cov-
ered 1o sufficiently—say 1 inch—aud a period of drought
follows, the first spearing (Scottice ** braird *') will very likely
perish. Sainfoin sced should be drélled, in rows 5 or 6 inches
apart, or, if broadeasted, well harrowed in . at all events, it
must be buried.

There arc two kinds of saiofoin : the common and the
giaot-sainfoin. The former has been grown in Eagland for
more than 200 years, and is the onc more commonly sown as
it stands longer than the giant, which later is of modern
introduction.

The sced is seot out by the growers in the capsule, but
the scedmen ¢ mill " it,which is a conveniense, as in the former
state four or five bushels are required to sccd : = : i, whereas,
of the millcd sced, § of a bushel—say, 45 lbs.—are cnough.
I always sowed the rough seed ic Englaud, bicausc the dnill
buried it sufficicntly, but Lere, where drills are not comnmon,
the cleaned seed is more likely to be harrowed deep enough
into the lund, and there will be little risk of the harrow-1ines
pulliog it up to the surface ayg.in. I shuuld sow sainfoio after
a heavily wanared hecd crop—potatocs, roots, or corn—and
at the sane time as the barley ur other spring-grain, crossing
the rows of grain with thc seiofoin seed, and finishing with
the roller,

After the barley. or oats, is cut, a fair dressing of dung
will buth act as a muleh, and tend to incr.ase the crop of the
fullowing scasun. The plaot is a shy grower, and never luvks
promising the first autumn, indecd, it Joes nut come to its
best till the third or furth year, whercfore T always recom-
mend sowing from 4 Ibs. to 6 lbs. of common yellow or hop-
trefoil (trifulium procumbens) with it, as the fiest cutting of
sainfuin is always di-appointing, but the plant standing from
6 to 10 years makes up for this defect.

Some rccommend sowing saiofoin, and luccrne too, io
double rows a foot apart with an interval of 30 inches be-
tween the double rows. If any one likes to try it he can, but
I canpot advise it, as the hoeing, by horse and by haod, mast
be kept constantly going all the season and o won't pay.

Sainfoin came to England originally from France. I can-
not help wanting to spell the word +aiot-foin - holy-hay -
though sa.n, which sigeifies w hivlesuime may be right. At
all (vents, the meaniog of the botanical name, viwbrychus
SdutLd, Iy clear enough—asses” foud ! T won't muke a pun on
the word, though I could.

If you wait to cut this crop for hay till the blossoms ure
cxpanded, you will not please your animals, It can hardly
be cut too soon; in fact, ¢ the best sainfoin hay,” says old
Jethro Tull, ¢ is that cut before the blosson comes out at all.
This hay has kept a tcam of working horses, all the year
round, fat without oats. The same fatted some sheep m a
pen, in winter, with only it and water , thcy throve faster
than other shecp at the same time fed on pease, oats, and
meadow-hay.”

The Giant-sainfoin camc into notice about 1842, and
when I weant into Ksgex to live, in 1852, had become pretty
well established in the eastero countics. It is said to produce
threc crops of hay a ycar, but T never saw more than two,and

-
P

Common English milled sainfoin......... 50; par 112 lbs.

Giant French « 0 eeeesee 30 &

Cash, less 2 ;) Dis., on board cars at Basingstoke—sack.
extra,

Never having grown the Giasnt sainfoin, I cannot speak
cither ia its favour or against it, The common sced sccms
sostly, but as it stands so0 long it does not cume to much pus
annum.

And now for facts about the orop I grew at Lachine :

The land was in pretty good heart, to begin with, the pre-
vious crop oats. Qua the 18th May, 1859, the sced was sown
and harrowed in, after the barley was harrowed, and a rolling
finished the job. The barley was a very heavy crop in patches,
and, here aund thore, lodged and injured the plant of sainfoin.
The sced was not put in thick enough, though very equally
distributed over the ground, Tn the autumau, a fair coat of
duog was applied, but the fullowiog winter—1889 90 —was,
ag my readers will, perhaps, remember, a very changeable
one, frost, rain, snow and thaw, succeeding one another with
great rapidity . lo fact, in the month of February, I never
hoped to sce any plant of sainfoin at all, But, when the first
gentle breczes from the east began to blow, and the south-
west rains began to ruuse the hfe-blood of the plants intu
action, my hopes rose with the borometer’s fall, and the sain-
foin bravely.vindicated its right to the cunfidence I had
placed in it in other words, it began to tiller ouc and thicken
on the ground as soon as the weather gave it a chanee to
grow. Still) the first year's was not a satisfactory yield, in
spite of the bush—or rather chain—harrowiog and rolling
Mr. Tuck gave the land. At all eveats, the sainfoin stood,
and though I was half.afraid the Messrs. Dawes not being
sequainted with the erop would be inclined to have it
ploughed up, it was allowed to remain. This gpring, the
third from sceding, thiogs were very different. The sainfoin
had gathered together and looked hke yielding, as the scasun
advanced, appearances improved, and towards the end of May
were all that could bs expected.

Now, on cither side of the sainfoin were two picces of
olover, the one being the cow grass, tfvlium pratense pe-
reune, or perconial clover, the other, the common red-clover,
or pratense . the former was sown on the same day as the
sainfoin, 1889, the other sowa, with the barley, after a
heavily manured orop of roots, Ga June 2od of this year,
1891, the sainfoin, in spite of the hot, dry spriog, was 13
inches high and jast coming inte bloom, the perennial red-
clover 7 inches high, and the common clover 5 inches. Be-
tween the above date and the 17th of the month, a wonder-
fal growth, aided by the rain of the 2nd and 3rd, took place,
for on that day the common clover hud attaised a height of
15 inches, the perennial 18 inches, while the sainfoin stood
33 inches high; and whereas neither of the clovers had put
out the blossom, the sainfuin was covered with its beautiful
piak flowers, and should have been cut for hay a weel be-
fore, i. e., on the 10th

Need I insist on the value of such a plantin a country
like this ? I think not. It is good for all stock, it yields lar-
gely; it will caro the scours in calves and the green-skit iu
lambs, it is at lcast .« fortnight earlicr than red-clover, and it
will stand from 8 to 10 years if decently attended to.

Arreur R.Jennee Fust.

, DE OMNIBUS REBUS.
' Mr. John Boyd, of Elmhurst, Ill., who is a pructical

it ccrtainly does not stand so loog ag the common sort. Tiic | dairgman, and a close and careful observer, says he has

sced is much cheaper.
Messr-. Rayobird and Co Basiogstoke, Hante., Englaod .

{1) The seed never came up E. A, BanNArD.

Wholesale price, 2 quoted me by | cxamined many cows and fiads the size of the milk ¢cins no

iodication of their milkiog capavitics.” The miik-vein is a
subcutaneous vein and has uothing to do with the udder. It




