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Centiment and Soldiering.

——————

In an artiolo in the Broad Arrow of June ik, the ful-
+ lowing remarks appeared :—

** -That sontiment plays an important part in the soldies’s
. lifs~mnet be admitted, startling as it may seem, by ever,
- rational and cafoful observer. The great wars in whic
" men engage from time to time are incurred for sontiment
morg freqfiently than for tangible advantages, and senti-
me;zhas its sharg in determining the side upon which
victory dedlares itself. Men are not machincs—thoy
are wonderful compounds of habits and piejudices, fan-
» ¢iedond feelivigs, hilosopher Coleridge has been at
- ie trotble to"g?)\'v that nenily all political revolutions, or
- cerious agitations therefiom, have been iuspired by an ab-
, sttact idos.--In-the-same way, it is possible to show that
Lﬁairly‘i‘_ the great campaigns of the world, gnd nearly
+ al¥ 29 joodiest battles have been fought for and wen by &
sepligicat.
« rA%hesarly armies were noarly allsentiment. They were
$¥a % moky, anable to fight without working them-
'gelycanpinto t\u&y, or éndeavonring to simlarly exuste tho
5825y, - Eha old yells, tho clashing of spear and sbield,
130 a3travadance in ‘gestire, werdall jntended to oxpress
s Beiden of rtige-end deflatice.. Fighting was to be done,
~if 83 all, in -hot -blood. Afen swarmed as bees do. The
. id8& of #igid dieeipline did nat come unul later, and tho|
vgilontd iy the mn_ﬁs‘ of modern armies marching to com-
rdet, oy alrbady engaged in it, would strike an Attila, a
-«Jenghis-Khan, or b Boadicea, with astonishmont. The
, hecessity. for individusl coolness in the smoke and tumult

has griet row ns was thensed for excitoment and passion
in ‘the older times. Theé individual kind of fighting is
rivar than it was even since the bayonet was introfuced,
“and much rarer since the days of long and short spears,
gnd clubs. We might, therefore, put the whole matier
in this form--that, with the invention of lofig:riinge
, weapons, there has beeu s gradual and seguentait dimin-
gﬁon in the sentimental excitement of the individaal sol-
ier.

3, 4. be s grave mistake to infer from this account
oigbww i;lgx?‘ge', that gontimient has no j art to play

_n-medern-armies,-or-with-the madern individnal soldiew}

Our main contention_is a sufficient answer to the first
mistake, if anyone should feel inclined to make it. For
example, no one doubts-that the feeling pervading the
Jfermanarmy in the Franco-German war wes sfronger,
" palse by pulse, than the feeling which raoved the French
“ermy. It was lessvague and drégmy. The German sol-
vadier conld understand-what.-he was fighting for ; it’is not
g0 clear that, though the more excitable French soldier
. eried * 4 Berlin " in terrible menaces, he had a permanent
“'hnd ever-ronewing source of strong feeling arising out of
“# clear and correct perception of the aim ard cadse of the
awar— The-Germans mustered to defend the Rhine, Did
the Frenchmen feol any pegtjc enthusiasm for tho Meuso
and the Mogelle? Vagno emotious speedily evaporate,
_and th‘o(oxﬁziuaglent of the Fronch soldiers reached ita
*P6Wt tn Pallig Yefore & shot had been fired. In a similar
,maoqer, the giggn soldigrs ywera sustained during-tho
“Ja%e avpran: Furkey by a sentimental regand for people
a)lied to them in rzca and religion,
- Firepd wabnaver; 88 Térd Ddiby Fas recently remarked,
.axiore notesble extmple of what'mere ssntiment cav do
%3 military. 1batters thon in the British Voluntoor move-
mont.  It-bopan in roptiment, andsoutiment sustsins it.
We might'even go fdrther; and say that voluntary oulist-,
~ypent %@éﬁl}@“pﬁqﬁpw’oj’ our iy system, we baild

SRpéx’ sentzment us -ourwmu. and sole foundation. Other

vne Volunteor movement, in this view of the caso, 1
simrky a natural and logical dovelopment of the govias of
the Jritish nation in things military. Philosophic ob-§
servors may here remark that British soldiers fight eo
well bocauge their hoarts are in the work. They bhve]
become coldiors of their own &econut. Their sentimepts )
have inspired them to bo so. The Volunteor movers
has not, though it began as described, shown any sign;r
wearing itgelf out, It was never styongor, healthier, dnd
moro popular thun 1t is at tho presont moment.

Our advice then, is not to despiso sentiment as a foyce §
in soldiering. Discipline may do wonders, but of itegifit §
must sometimes fail, in great emergencies, Wouk char-§
actors will exist i all communities, and- find their way §
into the Army, asinto every othor profession and calling §
Espnit de corps is simp'y a sontiment, and wo all know§
what it will do for a regiment. ™ Drill; drill, everlasting
drill ” is only the means to an end. l\feohtmica{ perfec
tion nonde, however, the informing spirit, &bd wo-hgve
called it sbntimont for want of any better and more.com-§
prehensive torm. Without a sentiment of some kindj
goldiering is apt to bo dry, dull and tedious wotk
With 1t, 1t can be mudoattractive, happy, and even noblo 8

This reasoning is perfoctly truo in réspect to onr ot
Militia, and though the feeling of united patriotism whichE
pervades sll ranke, we have in the countiry a militaryjg
force npon which tho greftest reliance could bo placed.B
should the Dominion atany {ime be called upop to' put
itself 10 2 state of dofence. Still yet, thouigh men may
bp imbued with a deep sense of duty,.snd willig to fore
go personal comfort, se as wo place  themgelves at their}
country s call, ar sppaung conviotion will.at timea pre-§
gont 1iteelf, that even patriotism: may-ooze gut of human
nature and veages to bo noble, wian' vfforts dirccted and
time sacrificed towards this end -ave blindly ighored, or
thade' to serve only for political purposes. . -

*The vice which regognizes_polities] over professional
“_glaims. is the rust Which-grows-en-a-form-ofGovern-
“ mont during the piping times of pcace, In"thd friction
“ of a nativn's agony the rust, gl;gmpegm.”

1

The efficiency of a modern. army now mainly depends
upon a thorough scientific knowledge, and an extensive
scquaintanco with the history of military operations, by
its officers, with a perfect state of disoiphney a-high-iuo-
dividual intelligence, and a complete mustery:-ovey the
various details of military work. by the soldier, i.gethor
with that esprit.de corps which knits the British ger{ices
into ons unit of forco. R
This can only bo attained first by bringing:the’ %néﬁ'wg
gothor as ofton as possible for drill;’ Socondly by ésded
lishing an extended systom of -instraction,t aud-Eiirdiy of
recognizing morit as & means of advancomont btk 57l
itary and civil appointments. In respect to tho first aud
socond the establishment of artillery officers (fipld and
garrison) at the Royal Schools of Gunuery, niifht Poin-
creased for tho purposoe of theso gentlomen-proceeding
periodically to the various citics amd districts thronghow
the Dominion to instruct corps both practically andf
theorotically in militury soionce,~—5 dosidératum’ ot
sadly needed 28 far as the artillery arm ig concefned:: In
o poor country like our "6wn ‘the idea of establishing io-
fantry schodls of instrustion ia most exronecus. . Alkthat

natioRs-Tusist-wa-invite, - They order—and we ‘allow.

. FERTR I A% *
aninfantsyman has to leasn can be’ dcghided outaide an




