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““WHY DO I TAKE MY CHILD TO BE BAPMZED?”’

are not baptized in infancy, the Ana-
Baptists and Quakers exeepted.

4. Because the opinion of two sects,
which have notexisted three centuries,
is of no weight, when set against the
universal practice of the Christian
Church in all the preceding centuries.

5 Because, \vit.lllin sixty vears after
the death of St. John the Ivangelist,
I find it recorded,* that there were
persons then sixty or seventy years of
age, who had from infansy been disci-
ples of Christ , and having been made
disciples ininfancy, Iconclude that they
must have been baptized in infancy, in
obedience to our Lord's command, “Go
ye and teach (or make disciples,)—bap-
tizing them,’” &e.  Matt. xxvin. 19.

6. Because another Christian writer,
thirty years later than the time last
mentioned, speaks of ¢* Infants as by
Churist bornagain unto God,”” anexpres-
sion which linplies that infants were in
his time baptized ; for, accerding to
that writer’s way of speaking, to be re-
generate, or born again, isthe same
thing as to be baptized.

7. Becauseanother Christian writer, I
whose father and grandfather were
Christians, and who was himself born
only eighty-five yearsafter the death of
St. John, speaks of infant baptism as
then practised, and says that the cus-
tom was established by the Apostles.

8. Because,in the fifth century, when
disputes took place ahout the matter of
original sin, the Church beld ¢ that
original sin rendered it necessary that
infants should be baptized.

9. Because a writer || of that period
declared it to be his opinion, that the
baptism of infants had been establish-
ed by Divine authority, since he found
that the whole Church practised it,
that it was not first instituted by any
council, but had always been retained,
and therefore must be believed to have
been delivered to the Church by the
Apostles.

10. Because, though I find many
early traces of young persons baptized
in infancy being brought to the Bishop
to receive Confirmation, I find no trace
whatever of any custom of bringing the

* By Justin Martyr, who addressed his De-
fonce of the Christian Religion to tho Romaa
Emperor Antoninus Pius 4. p. 140, and who
suffered martyrdom A. . 165.

1 Irenzous, Bishop of Lyons, A. D. 180,

3 Origon, Ho was born at Alexandria, A. D.
186, and dioed A. D. 254,

To Couacil of Carthage, 4. p. 418.

_FSt. Augustin, the chief opponent of Pela-

gius's opinion on original sin.

children of Churistians to be baptized
when grown up.

11. Because, when T inquire how far
the ancient and present practice of the |
Church agrees with the Seriptures, 1 :
find no one passage of Scripture which
directly, or otherwise, forbids baptizing
infants. -

2. Because I understand our Sa-
viour's words, ¢ Go and teach (or make
disciples of ) all nations, baptizing thew
in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost,”” tobe a
comnand to baptize every person ad-
mitted as a diseiple into His Church,
and beecause I think that our Saviour's
words, ¢ Suffer the little children to
come unto me, and forbid them not
v of such is the kingdom of God™
S\Iark s. 14), to be a direction to the

hurch to admit children into the pum-
ber of his disciples : and because I find |
in the Acts of the Apostles that!
** households”’ were baptized on the |
reception of Christianity by the head
of the house.

13. Because 1 understand our Sa.
viour’s words, ‘ He that believeth and
is baptised shall be saved, but he that
believeth not shall be damned”” (Mark |
xvi. 16), as a declaration of the rewards
and penalties attached to the accept-
ance or rejection of the Gospel: and
that they are unfairly interpreted to
exclude infants from baptism on ac
count of want of faith: for if the
authority of this text excludes them
from Baptism for want of faith, by the
same authority they are excladed frow
heaven, whether baptized or not, since
‘ he that believeth not shall be damwn-
ed;’ an interpretation which will
scarcely be contended for by any party

14. Because, though there is no pre:
cept which, in so many words, orders
the baptism of infants, yet the declara-
tion of our Saviour, ‘‘ Excepta mas
be born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God”’
(Johniii, 5), is quite general, an
there is nothing in any other part of
Scripture to limit it.

15. Because infants, as well asother,
must be born again, and there is no
other way of the new birth but by
water and the Spirit.

16. Because there is nothing unres-
sonable in the belief that God, who
“first loved us” (1 John iv. 19), may
confer spiritual benefits on His cres-
tures before they are of an age to 00
Him spiritual service.




