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are not baptized iii infancy, the Ana-
Baptists and Quakers excepted.

4. Because the opinion of two sects,
which have not existed three centuries,
is of no weight, when set against the
universal practice of the Christian
Church in all the preceding centuries.

5 Because, vithin sixty vears after
the death of St. John the Évangelist,
I find it recorded,* that there were
persons tien sixty or seventy ye-rs of
age, who bad from infancy beei disci-
ples of' Christ, and having been made
diseipolesin infancy, 1conclude that they
must have beei baptized in infiancy, in
obedience to our Lord'sconmmand, "Go
ye and teacli (or make disciples,)--bap-
tizing thems," &e. Matt. xxviii. 19.

6. Beeause another Christian writer,t
thirty years later than the time last
nentioned, speaks of " Infants as by

Christ born again unto God," an expres-
sion whieh implies that infhnts were in
his time baptized ; for, according to
that writer's way of speaking, to be re-
generate, or born again, is the saine
thing as to be baptized.

7. Because another Christian writer, 1
whose father and grandfather were
Christians, and who was himself boru
only eighty-five years after the death of
St. John, speaks of infant baptism as
then practised, and says that the eus-
tom was established by the Apostles.

8. Because,iin the fiftlh century, when
disputes took place about the natter of
original sin, the Church held ê that
original sin rendered it necessary that
inflints sbould be baptized.

9. Because a writer Il of that period
declared it to be his opinion, that the
baptism of infants had been establish-
ed by Divine authority, since he found
that the whole Church practised it,
that it was not first instituted by any
council, but had always been rctained,
and therefore must be believed to have
been delivered to the Church by the
Apostles.

10. Because, tiougli I find many
early traces of young persons baptized
in infancy being brought to the Bishop
to receive Confirmation, I find no trace
whatever of any custom of bringing the

* By Justin Martyr, who addressed his De-
fonce of the Christian Roligion to the Roman
Einporor Antoninus Pius A. D. 140, and who
suffered martyrdom A. 1). 165.

‡ IronSus, Èishop of Lyons. A. D. 180.
. Oriçen. He was born at Alexandria, A. D.

166, and died A. D. 254.
In Council ofCarthage. A. n. 418.

-St. Ai.gustin, the chief opponent Of Pela-
gius's opinion on original sin.

rILD TO nE BAP'rIzEI) ?"

children of Christians to be baIptized
when grown up.

1. because, when I inquire how far
the ancient and present practice of' the
Chuich agrees with the Scriptures, I
find no one passage of Scripture whiclh
directly, or otherwise, forbids baptizinz
infânts.

12. Bccause I understand our Sa-
viouîr's words, ' Go and teach (or iake
disciples of) all nations, baptizing themn
in the naine of the Father, and of' the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost," to be a
coninand to baptize every person ad-
mitted as a disciple into lis Chureb.
and because I think that our Saviour
words, " Suffer the little chilIdren to
couic unto nie, and forbid themî not
fEr of such is the kingdomî of God "
( ark x. 14), to bc a direction to the

iCurch to admit children into the nîiîni-
ber of his disciples : and because I find
in the Acts of the Aposties that
" houscholds " were baptized on the
reception of Christianity by the hcad
of the house.

13. Because I understand our Sa.
viour's words, " le that believeth and
is baptised shall be saved, but le that
believeth not shall be daned" (Mark
xvi. 16), as a declaration of the rewardb
and penalties attached to the accept-
ance or rejection of the Gospel: and
that they are unfairly interpreted to
exclude infants froin baptism on ac
count of want of faith : for if the
authority of this text excludes them
froma Baptismn for want of faith, by the
same authority they are excluded from
licaven, whether baptized or not, since
" be that believeth not shall be dain-
cd ;" an interpretation which will
scarcely be contended for by any party

14. Because, though there is no pre-
cept wbich, in so many words, orders
the baptis of infants, yet e dcr-
tion of our Saviour, " Except a nan
be born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God "
(Joln iii, 5), is quite general, and
there is nothing in any other part of
Scripture toi limit it.

15. Because infants, as well as others,
nust be born again, and there is no
other way of the new birth but by
water and the Spirit.

16. Because there is nothing unres,
sonable in the belief that God, who
" first loved us " (1 John iv. 19), may
confer spiritual benefits on lis cres-
turcs bcfore tbey are of an age to do
Him spiritual service.


