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distinguish his followers : and holding themselves|
forth to our astonished rcason as his more faithful |
emitators just in proportion as they rescmble him tho
fess.

But our wonder 2t such inconsistency will cease,
ifwelook alittlo beyond the mere surface of things;
and crnsider, not the pladsibly pretended, but the
real motives for such conduct : which, however

carefully kept out of sight, by lhghoodwinking in-
Quonco of intercsted sophistry and prejudice ; are
ucveribeless quite obvious to (he attentive aud im-
partial observer. To such it will soon appear that
all this unauthorised strife about religion, which
has proved such asource of misery to mankind for
60 many ages ; so far from originating in a pure
and disinterested zeal for the glory of God ; is the
genuine ofspring of worldly pride, and of our sin-
ful attachment to the honours and enjoyments of
thislifo ; which we could wish either to make all
our own, or retaiewhen made ; claiming over and |
ubove, contrary to the Saviour’s declarations, the!
exclusive monopaly and nightful enjoyment of the
zood things of the life to come.—In other words,
our solf-conceit resents itas an insuft offered to
our belter supposcd understanding, when any one
dares to callin question the soundness of its deci-
stons : and they again, whose temporal prosperity,
call it Livings, i you choose, depends upon the

of his Aposties ; as he had done before that of the
sons of Zebedee. These were the real champions
of Christianity, trained in the schiool of sélf-denial
and mortification to the bloody conflict of martyr-
dom ; and to victory ; pot, like the heatliens, by
desperately fighting ;5 but, like their lord, by pati-
ently dying.

lished every where on the ruins of idolatry; and
woildly honouss and emolumentsbegen to beheap-

general adoption of cerlain modes of faith ; or upon
thoir continuance, when once established ; are 1n-
stigated on to this unholy, though pretended Chris-
tian warfare ; some with the hope of snatching, o-
thers with tho hope of retaising, the accursed thing,
the Blammon of invquity ; till in the contest not on-
1y the Christian, but the man himself is lostin the

{
!

ed profuscly on its pastors; than tho sinfal propen-
'sity of human weakness appeared gradually mix-
ixg itself up, and contriving to blend, nay fiually to
!identify itscdf withits most sacred and sanctifying
'institutions.

folil, nnd not {rom openly avowed chemies without,!
that all this mischicf proceeds. Itis but of our
own making . perditio tua exte, Jsrael. 1t was
Achan intho camp, by coveling and retaining the
accursed spoil, not the foe from without, who
brought discomfiture and destruction vpon the peo-
ple of God.

How different from this was the conduct of the
primitive Christians ! So far from contending
with one another for the possession and enjoymem
ot the good things of this world ; they were scen
cheerfully giving up all they possessed, in qrder
the more freely to attend to theirmain concern,the

salvation of their souls, by the diligent practice of|

their Christian duties : following in this the coun-
sel of our Lord, addressed to all those who aspire
after perfection 3 ond remembering how he check-
ed on the eve of his passion, the ambitious rivalry

But no sooner was the Saviour’s religion estab-

and"on this score something like socias harmong
restoreds  #2is impussible, our Saviqur 53y8, fv
seree God'and mammon, But here we find that n
order to serve only Memmon: one must affect to tn
serving ‘God.  Still; Irepeat it, conld you, with
out thorisk o being bitten in the attemnpt, only
remove the bone of contention; youwould soon sce
the snarlers agree among themsclves,.

Here then you have at once unveiled before you
tho wholo sectet of religious persecution. It pro
ceeds not from God. It is altogether worldiy.
But ye are not' of this world; saidChrist to Lis fol-
lowers; ds Jafisnofof this world: for where ¥ go,
there is your home prepared for you in the kingdom
of my heavenly father; that where Tam, there you
mnay bealso. There alone are =il the dignities,
there ave all the treasures and enjoyments, which
the christign, asguch, is allowed toocovet. The
objectsof his,hope are placed beyond the grave,
objects, which noearthly: visissitudes can deprive
him of since they are laidup for him, where neither
rust corrodés; nor, muth “consumes; nor (hieives
break through and stéal; and, where his treasure is
there kis Ieartis-also. He strivosnot.for the things
that'peish but for those that endurc to lifo everlast-
ing: He considers bimself as no citizen of this
world; and therefore as baving no rights here be
low {o contend for. Ho views his prescnt lifeas o
short pilgrimage, and accounts himselfbut a pass
ing traveller in a foréign land, always looking for-

remorseless savage ; the blood-thirsty and murder-J. o oo munity, gave riso to dissention and strife

boasting fanatic ; than whom there is not in nature
a monster more deadly and untameable. It was tofy
such that our Saviour alluded, when he foretnld s i
Disciples that the tame would come when those even
arho Eilled them would think they were thus dumng
a sertice (o Gud.
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Presumptuous worms ! He never required our!
exerted strength to rear ; ror your arm of flesh to
prop and uphold lis immortal structure, andim-
perishable fabric, Will experience never con-
vince you that your forbidden interference in such
a way ; your persccuting efforts ; your crafly and
uapripcipled cndeavours ; only tend tomar his gra-
«ious purpose ; and impede, if possible, his merci-
-ul design > That your furious zeal is the greatest”
obstacle to the far and wide dissemination of his
toly dectrine ; which ncthing but his own support- i
ing omuipotence could make it overcome? That
afidelity has nothing so plausible to oppose to the
adoption ot his gospel teuths, as the appalling atro-{l
cities committed by vou in its blasphemingly pre-i|
tended support 7 That you thus make his holy (!
name be reviled, and bis divine revelation scouted
by the ignorant, profane and profligate unbeliever ;
making that gospel of peace and universal love ap-
pear to such an cndless source of discord and con-
tention ; and, instead of a blessing, which it were,
af well observed ; as a curse and calamity to man-
gnd? Alas!itis from false fricods within the]

‘among the believers; prompting cach party 1o use

every art and subferfuge in argument, and ofcen

"physical for.e and compulsion, towards establishing
ar preserving established 2uy where, its awn {tvor-

itc hypothesis. These differences in opinion, at

Hirst merely speculative ; & others, extonding even
‘{o practice, subsequentiy invented by the too fertile
lim:xgin:llions: ofthose, who found it their interest to
‘hatch and propagate such innovations; wero used |
Iby their suthors and abettors, not as the means of]

clucidating the truth, though craflily represented

'as such; or as new discovercd certainties; but as

those only of exalting themselves in the estimation
of the public: of discrediting and undermining their
hitherto venerated antagosists; and of gelting them-
selves finally substituted in their room, and put in
full possession of their enviable and much coveited

'livings and preferments. The fearoflosing on the
lone side, and the hope of gaining on the other, not

the sufferings, toils and worldly privations, which

Ith:o Saviour said were the portion of Lis followers

but the temporal dignities and emoluments, which
had been so unsparingly allotted to the pastors of;
the church; these, I say, are the main cause of all

this long lasting struggle and contention. The
strife isall about the re-pastition of the leaves and

hes; which, were the same carthly authority that

placed them tbere, to remove, or reduce, asit may;
;wo should soon sce the desperate quarrel ended;}
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At first the pride of inventing new theorieson ﬁxc!
inysterious truths, and of gelting them adopted by

c
l

ward-with anxious expectancy to the happy mo-
ment of his departure hence; and exulting by an

ficipation in the profoiscd-enjoyment of that never
ending bliss, forwhich alone he was created; and
which awaits him for certain in the world to come.
Suchisthe faithful follower of Christ, in whom
alone ig scendisplayed in its ever amiable light the

Ngenuine spiri* of christianity; a spirit that not only

dothno wuvil, but that cven thinkcth none; and
‘ wliose carnest wish and constant cndeavour, is to do
jigoed fo all,

if Tt wds not sucira gentle and benevolent spirit as
this, tLat ever stirred up such hateful jars among
those proclaiming themselves disciples of the re-
deemer. It wasnever this heavenly spirit of peace
buta most opposite one, that invested the preacher
of peace; the Bearer of glad tidings to all; the
meek exhorter to universol benovolence and bro-
therly lovo; in a werd, the commissioned apostle
of the cver meek and merciful Messiah; with the
rigid and inexorable office either ofinguisitor or
of high commissioner in the days of our Elizabeth
that furnisked him with all historturing implements.
the chain, the scourge, the scavenger, the joint-
rending rack, the gibbet and blazing pile, to tor-
ture, mangle and consume his dissenting brother,
whom his divine-master died tosave.

Neitheris it this holy spirit that still keeps alive
in our otherwise happy country these religious
feuds which distract so tho community:—that
prompts the priviledged feiw, who rest all their
claim for such preference on the fallible dccision of
man, and his political statutes, to treatthe many av
aliensin their own native land; excluding them for
doctrinal differesces, though equally loyal and
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