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,ire transcted at inidniglit, at whielh tiine -.iveit gates are-
<'pened for officials to pass back andl forth. Wlien On rare, occa-
sions tle Emnper-ot leaves the palace. die publie is notified of the
streets hie wvi1I take, mid tuit they ire elosed to them, so that it is
impossible even to catchi a gliînp-e of hlmii. The roa< lie follows
is eovered i'itli yellow ea-ýrtii (the iniperial colouri, imnd thie ims air
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whicli he stops «ire hung ivith yellow z-atin brocade. 1)uring hizs
ininority hie leaves the capit;îl only to, worship ait the toinb of his
ancestors. The present Emperor lias arrived at an aigc w-len hie
chooses his wives. Ail tAxc MaI.nehu girls of his royal clan are
sent to, lîim to choose froum. There are thrce, empresses, the eni-
prcss par excellence, the empress of the eastern and the empress
Of the western palaces, six ladies of the palace and seventv-two
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