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it well to secure the good-will of the original occupants of the
land. and succeeded so effectually as to obtain the extinction of
the-c titie flot only to the Canadian portions of their possessions
but tc' a generous slice of United States ter.-itory also, extending
to wvhat is now Grand Forks in Dakota. It need hardly be said,
however, that the c-ari gained no substantial advantage by this
reckless ignoring of geographical divisions.

Since the year 1870 theC anadian Governinent lias concluded
seven important treaties with its Indian subjects, and there 110w

renmai no0 red men throughout the whole North-West, inside the
fertile beit, ivhose allegiance and good--will have flot been thus
secured. In almost every case the Indians were flot less anxious
for these treaties than were the Canadians. They were filled with
uneasiness by the influx of population, and show'ed a disposition
t o obstruct the progress of surveyors and setilers unless their
riglits were first assured tbem. llappily-no collision ever oceurred,
but there is no0 doubt that delay in dealing with thcmn would have
been attended withi serious consequences. At the conference pre-
ceding the first treaty, called the Stone Fort Treaty, after the
place of meeting, Governor Archibaid so adnirably expressedl in
a few simple w'ords the basis upon which the Canadian Goveru-
ment desired to treat wvith the dusky chldren of the plain, thiat it
will bc well to quote some of his words.

'Your Great Mothor, the Queen," lie said, -"wislies nme to do justice to
alher children alike. She will deal fairly witIi those of the settmng sun,

jutas she would with those of tie risi)g sun. Shewiisiies her red children
tu be happy and contented. Shie would likze tliem tu adoîît the habits of
flie whites, to tilI the land, and raise food, and store it Up agailiat the timeo
of want. But the Queen, though ssue inav think it good for you to adopt
civiIized habits, has no idea of couipelling you to do asn. Thiis she leaves to
yuur choice, and you need not live like the white man unless you can be
p)eruaded to do so of your owvn free will. Your Great Mother, therefore,
ivll lay aside for you lots of land to be used by you and your children for-
ever. Shie -%vill not allow the white man to intrude upon these lots. She
-ill iake rules to keep thema for you so that, as long as the sun shail shine,

there shall be no Indian who bas flot a place that lie can call lus home,
wvhere lie can go and pitch bis camp, or if he bbiooses build bis house and
tilt bis Luîîd. Wheu you have made your treaty you will still be free to
htunt over much of the land included in the treaty Until these lands are
needed for use you will be frea tu hiunt over theun, and unake ahi the use
uf theiii which you have made in the past. But when these lands are
îueeded tu bic tilled. or occupied, you în-u8t not go on theni any more."

The ti eaty wvas not, of course, concluded without the customary
long palaver to bring down to a reasonable figure the extrava-
ganit denands of the Indians. In the matter of reserves, for
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