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Tlhey Ilad jiot recei'ved the baptisin of the IIoIy ()Thlost. Tho~
promise of the Fathier hiad îlot Ucen fulfild in Otent. That they
hiad feit, to Sonie extont, the influence of the Spir'it, there is n>.(
reatsoni to douibt. No mnan calleth .Iesus Christ Lord but by Hlmii
andl( the filet that tlîev hadt accepted the I)vine Redeenier as Lord
is proof tlîat thcy had beeîî iovc(1 hy lmi. Tley% liad bel ieved .
anud îve have no reiison to douht that thev ladè( belicved îvitl tlit
lieirt unto iriteýousiiss-to the saving of thieir souls. They
were, to use the plhrase.ology of our tinie, Christians - imperfetll
instructed Christians, it is truc, l)Ut, nevcrthieless, Cliristians. And
yer they had îlot the fulli mensure of power and blessing îvhichi it
'va. thieir privilege as u..-istians to efljoy. The characteristie
gift of the new dispensation thcy liad flot received. That of wivieli
.Iohnl spake w'hen lie said of his Div'ine Master, , lc sUiai bapti7m
voit with the IIoly Ghost and witl tire," and of îvhiei .Jcsus [liim-
self spake iînmncdiatelv 1hefore 1iis asCcension, wlhen Ife s.aid, " Ye
shlah lhe bilptized îvith the Hloly Cyhlost not îuany days lI ence,"
hnad not h)een rca.lizcd by theni iu their own 1)el'soflil experience.
Tlwv liad flot received tlcir pentccost.

This storv* teacles us, too, that witIiout titis bitbisin of the IlolN
Gflost the lii-er, thou<r1h e Ix. i disciple, is flot comtplete. lie
lias flot yet entered into the power and privileg-e iwhich IroperIyN
helongys to tUe new dli,,peuisntioii. 1le lias flot cone up to tliie
standard of measuremient which belongs to thc Christian age. lie
doco, flot en.joy what it is tUe privilege of tUe Newv Testament
saint to cnjoy; lie is flot pcparied to do ail that the New Testament
saint, wvhcn fully cquipped for his work, may do. Thiere is no
vonîplaint made in respect to the consistency of these disciples',
lives. For atighit that we cati learn froin tIe narriative, t il-
mjoralS wcre correct, their deportinent ilTCproachable. Noi is
rlîere any complaints inade of thiri habits of devotion. For
anghit tInt we know, they did justIy, bGved uîvrcy, and wvalkril
liuiildvN with God Tlcir knowledgc, it is truc, was defective,
lait titis defect could have hieen casily reinedicd hy appropriate
instruction. tU ider the instruction of sucl al teacher as Pa'«ul, tley~
woul(l have soon h)een put riglt, so far as titis was concerncd. fI
inay Le ssmd therefore, tiat hio-%ever 'vei iiustructcd they

right hav-e been, and howevcr fatultless iighît luave heen thieir
exterual life, according to tl)e apostolic standard ti.cv woilit Iave
hcn defective Christians until. in soine further sense, they Ilai
reccived tIc llolv Glost.

Lt is evident, too, that thtis reception of the Spirit is not soume-
thinoe that ou-lit to bc insisted on as a condition of încrnberslii>
in the Christian Church. I liard ant estiniaIle Baptist minisier,
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