THE NORMAL SCHOOL. 99

1 mind }*
st only |75
¢ culti-
life of |
* The
n that
stence.
ed and |
jed by ;:',
s is 1o
id pro- | .3
1ything f:2
nSUOUS
srefore,
dly, as
young

The Council of Public {nstruction at
their meeting on the 3rd February, 1875,
enacted :

That in future there be one session of the
Normal School annually instead of two;
the time to be as follows :—

The session to commence on 1sth Sep-
tember, and to close on the 15th July, with
vacations from the third Wednesday in
December, to the second Tuesday in
January : and from the Wednesday before
Easter to the Tuesday after Easter,inclusive.
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j also E@  We ave pleased to see that the Council
of re- ¥ of Public Instruction intends changing the
t, and § Dresent sessions of the Normal School from
onious two sessions annually, to one session. It
11 and has long been felt that the amount of

work attempted to be overtaken in one

an, we

metry, £ session, was much greater than could be
“harac- 54 well digested. The process herctofore was
ry and p % peculiarly of a cramming character—no

7 student being able to digest fully but a very
L8 moderate part of the work which he was re-
b quired to review. It often happened also,
b that the first six or eight weeks of the ses-
& sion, were passed in organizng and getting
ready for work, and that during the remain-
b der of the term,burdens heavy and grievous
3 to bear were laid upon the students,and work
as performed or attempted, which should
f nearly occupy the whole session. By adopt-
ng the system now proposed, greater atten-

jeavor ion can be paid to every department of the
1t the ork.  Nothing need be hastily done, and
ste 10 vhile the health of the students need not be
sfitute overtasked in keeping up their course of
tional Eig studies, they will also profit, in the

horough mastering of the wholecurriculum.
§ There are two things in which Normal
School training has been largely deficient.
First, the whole course was so hasty and
@carried through under such a heavy pres-
ure, that unless a student was “ well up”
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before entering, he could derive but little
benefit. In other words the Normal school
was a mere finishing shop. It was by no
means @ training school. It could noteven
be said to afford facilities for forming habits
of thought. The whole process was one of
memorizing. The teacher, in order to get
through the whole course, could give little
time to illustration. Even blackboard work
had to be practised with great economy of
time. And thus, between reading notes
and lecturing recalcitrant students, many
precious hours were lost, and those mental
habits which are so conducive to success in
after life were left to be formed, if formed at
all, outside the Normal School.

Again, it is one of the primary designs of
the Normal School to train teachers in prac-
tical teaching. For this purpose students
are regularly sent down to the ModelSchool
to observe the methods adopted by the-
teachers there, and by taking charge of
classes themselves, to become practically
acquainted with duties afterwards to be per-
formed in their own schools. It is well-
known to every Normal School student,
that the benefic derived from the practical
work performed in the Model School is in-
finitesimally small. Whatever benefits have.
been derived from attendance upon the
Model School arose more from what was
seen than from what was done by the students.
The time was too short to do much. It is
well-known that during many sessions,when
the Normal School was full, that each
student was not able tospend more than two
or three days altogether in the Model Sch. I
On this very limited basis, his teaching
capabilities are adjudged, and from these
limited facilities for acquiring the art of
teaching, he is sent out into the country
fully equipped for the du;ig‘s,zqf‘ (;hjs profes-

sion. Under the proposed change this very
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