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tien any special apjpropriation, then
we- answor this question in the nega-
tive. As long as that by-law remains
in force, a notice of motion cannot
nullify it. Nor deoes the faot that the
majority of these present at the mneet-
ing agree as to the appropriation
inake any difference as to the riglit
or legality of the action. A majority
can set aside a by-law only ini the
regalar way providled in the by-laws.

Q. The W. M. ie absent froua the R. 0.
cf his lodge, but the L P. M. is present and
presides. A candidate is balloted for and
rejected. The J. W. rises and eulogi7is the
candidate, speaking very strongly in bis
fevor, and tinally nioves that the ballot be
again passed, which is doue wvith the same
resuit. Aniotber brother then rises arnd
speaks favorably cf the candidate, express-
ing surprise et the ballot being unfavorable.
Another, and another, does the sme, until
ail but on.- brother has expressed bis regret
at the rejection of the candidate. The re-
mnaining brother wvas called upon for his
opinion, and cf course bad to admit it was
he who bad cast the black bail, gis'ing et
the same timo very good reasons for se do-
ing? Was not this a gros violation cf the
constitution ?

A. Yes. The secrecy of the ballot
is one of the most important safe-
guardIs of our institution, and the
laws for its preservation should be
strictly enforced. The responsibility,
which mainly rests upon the .Masters
of lodges in this matter is very great,
and they should be exceedingly careful
te allow nothing, te infringe upon the
sacred.ness by wiieh the ballot lias
been surroiinded. After a ballot lias
been tak-en. no> discussion is allow-
able, nand the presiding officer should
permit ne reiuark-s whatever in rela-
tion te the cand1idate. If the pro-
ceodings indicatie& in the above ques-
tien ex-or really took place. we think
that the presiding officer and all con-
cerned are "lhlable to severe Masonie
censure, and for a second offence te
expulsion."

Q. TheW.M. cf alodgeis absentfrombome
at the tinie cf the F. C. of his lodge occur-
ring. He telegraphe a P. M. cf an adjoin-
ing town te attend and do bis work for him.
The P. M. attends as requested, but the i.
P. I. je present et the meeting, takesi tho
chair, and conducts the> business. ..Being

unable te do the work himBelf, ho anneunces,
notwitbtîtanding that ho e haown the tele.
gram from the W. M. te the P. M., that the
candidate for advancement will have te -vait;
until the next R. 0. for hie degree. Rad
the 1. P. M. the authority te do this? W&%
hie conduct net high-hended towarde the
lodge, unjuet te the candidate, and dis-
courtecua te 1~ 1. M., Who had pnt liimself
te e great deel of iraconvenience te oblige
the W. M. and the lodge.

A. According te the constitution,
in the absence cf the Master, the ira-
meiate Pas, Ma -ter "lshail take the
chair ;" se that At appears ini this
case the 1. P. M. wa'. acting eutirely
m ithiu the scope if Lis authority.
If, hewever, we h-.d been in bis place,
and unable te do the work, we 'wouldl
hiave asked the visiting P. M. te per-
ferm the ceremeuy.

Masonic Cerrespondeuce.

We do flot hold ourselues re4'oansible for Mec opainionis
of our Copondenté.

To the' Edite,- qf TuEC&si.~
DE.AR SIR AND> I3IOTUR,-In the issue cf

the 6th inst., of the London, England, Free-
in'ison (a paper se generally rcad by the
Masonic werld in Canada) a statenient is
made by that veryncourate Masonic author-
ity, Bro. Hughan, cf Truro, under the head

M'Nultum ia Parvo," alluding te my eddress
bc-fore the Great Priory cf Canada on the
j th of August last. If slys:-. lt is net
correct, the Eanl of Eintngranted, a
warrent t> work the lCuight Teruplar degree
in lreland by authoriry of the> 'Mother
Khilvînnirýg Ludge, Scctiand' and that R
W. Bro. Jlames H. -Neilson hadl fuliy ex-
ploded sucb a notion in the columne of the
ire£cniaoit (having discovercé& the records cf
the bedy iu question), and proi-ed te the
satisfaction cf alI ccncerned that the war-z
rant -%as ouly granted for the Craf t degrees,
though the members did work wit.hout au-
thcrity seme cf the ' Hauts Grades,"' &c.,
&c. Being uniing it should be supposed
1 make any statements; in my addresscs te
the Great iriory cf Canada, without due

c::sideration and autheritv, I would say
thet myauthenity in this euse cf the Temp-

.i~- i-,'.,

153


