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Why the Herd Book Standard should
be Lowered.

EDILoR CANADIAN Lie-Siocr Aoe FAt JoUERAt.

SIR,-I have read your report and commients on
the Guelph meeting of Shorthorn Breeders, re the
Herd Bout, standard, with interest.

The thanks a every faimer in the land are due
Prof. Brown. for the national stand taken by him on
that occasion.

You intimate that you are open ta convi:tion that
tht standard bas been placetl tao high, andi have a

mpathy for those whose valuable cattle have been
town out of the book.
Now, sir, we do not so much ask your sympathy,

as we ask that you use your vast power and influence
through your journal in the interest of right and
jusýtice.

ju s neither right nor just that one section of the
Shorthorn breeders should control the right of record
ta the exclusion and manifest injury of their brother
breeder, and especialiy with gvernrment aid

Vau give four, 1 courider, very intir reasons, vihy
the pedigree standard should not be lowered.

ist. " Because you are under the conviction that it
would act injuriously against a greater number of
breeders Many breeders contend that registerei
animais arecflot mcre valuable novi thitn whben ail
were eligible. If so, the only injury they would
receive would be that a number of the best
of those now unregistered would take the place
of inierior animais now registered, which wulidr b
a national gain. Shorthorns had become 5 umru
that the mere fact that an animal was registered in
the Canadian Herd Book did not enhance its value.
But given a good animal, its value ncreased according
ta tht pedigree. That vas as il should bc. The
wholesale slaughter ai about one-half th Shorthons
firom a pedigri e standpoint has necessitated the
use of a number of iuenor registered ammals. There.
fore, I contend that every reasanably pure animai
shouid have tht right oficntry if his aviner deemcd hîm
worthy. If not worthy, the knife would be more
freely used, and the scrubs, no matter what their ped.
igree, would soon drop out of the race.

aour second reasan, ' that it would neceàsitaten
a revision ai a large part ai the vork donc, is en.
tirely beside the question.

3rd, " Because a number of registered animais hase
changed hands " can have very tlite weight with you.
In these transactions bath parties knesr aIt thse iacts.
On the other baud, when you ere advocating s
the pedigree standard, vou must have beenaware that
you were aiding in the injury of many breeders and
farmers who had bought these animais under the im-
pression that their pedigrees vire rght, and ater
hreeding irom tbcmn for years walce up ta thetfact
that tbey have been duped, and in many instances by
those who are now so strongly in favor of a high
pedigree standard, or, iLt May be,by those nowu caught in

4 th. Neither should the injury done many of our
breeders be continued, because the standard bas been
changed so oftea.

How do you justify tht acceptance of animals, or
ratlier pedigrees, tram a berd boak viith a standard
af four crosses without accepting their standard? 1
am aware that in many parts of England the unregis-
teeed Shorthorns are practically pure bred. That is
very vitîl so fat as iL gots; but, sir, wben vie cou-
sider tht number of breeds an that smait isiand. and
the fact that a great deal of crossiug is dont for beef.
ing purposes, it is natural ta suspect that some of the
best of these have been kept for breeding purposes.
The fact is, "distance lends enchantment ta the
view, and English herdsmen use more time, means
and experience in the perfecting of theit pets.

A number of members of the Dominion Shorthorn
Association arc also members of the Canadian Clydes-
dale Association. I would like ta ask an one of them
by vhat course of rcasoning they infer, t ht the fourth
cross of a pure Clyde on our Canadian mares is worthy
of record, while no amu..t of crossing of pure Short-
horns on Cantxdian cows is su ?

An apt qusatation illustrates. Chiasai hole~t
nicely' "? he e self the wavering balance shakes,
it's rarely right adjusted." Self has had a heavyhand
on the balance; but, sir, I believe if the farmers and
breedeus who bave been wronged stand firm and pull
together, we shall yet get justice. R. J. PIIIN.

Hespeler, Jan. 17, SS7,
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where ma ers peranng o eirwelare bcme so Ha , orono, nhUr ay, 4th Februar, antere
confused that reformnatory measures are absolutely we hope ta meet with cvery Shorthorn breeder in the
necessary, the action of those majorities must be final, country. Discussion, the most full, frre and deliberate,
and where those refcrmatory mneasures cannot be should be given ta every feature of the present difli.
made vithout hurting smane of the members that good culties, even though this should require two days mn-
may resuit to the larger number, then the members stead of onc. We hope every one who has a com-
thus injured should consider carefully before tley give plaint will make iLt known, and that iLt ill receive
vent ta complaint, whether the action of th. associa- careful attention ; and we shall expect that everything
tion was not right and just in principle, in view of its shall be dont in the moast dignified and respectful i.:.y,
reference ta the good of the largest number evcry member seeking the good of the whole rather

But few Shorthorn breeders to-day will be found than the securing of somte temporary gain, regardless
willing ta defdad the old four cross standard of the C. of general results.
S. H. B. What was to be donc ? Either the stan-
dard was ta be raised or not. If not raised, the whole Encouraging from the Land of the Far
Shorthorn community must sufter, but if raised a ma- Away.
jority will be benefited, but a minority will in the We give below the substance of two letters from
meantime suffer. But because such will be the result, sources 3,ooo miles apart and morc, and these are but
would iLt be wise to withold such action? We say it samples of what we are happy to say that we are coi-
would be unjust to the majority, Governments recog- tinually receiving :
nize this prindple in legislative enactiments. We be- Gents . I consider your JoU RNAL indispensable. I
hold it in the imrosirion of almost every form of tariff, bave saved ten times ils coast this year by the articles

and in chaining the drink traffic. Now the later that appeared in %wine in the two previous numbers,
and I set a valuable one on the same subject this

removal of pedigrees by the association was the saine month. I think every person at ait interested in ag-
in principle as the tarlier, and if the former can be riculture should take your JOUtNAt, as I am sure the
defended, so can the latter. When individuals become many hints contaired in every number would be of

members of an association, iLt as with the understand- mu h semet ta any an. JoH N WHITE.
ing that sa long as they remain members they shall be Halifax, Dec. 17, :886.
bound by the action of the association. When not Ebrion CsAAD:AN Lia-STar< ANo FAxu louvt.A.
:ptised with it they have, first, the rght of attempt. S at,- You may depend on me to subscribe for the
ing ta carry ,:~nter-action ; second, the right of pro. JOURNAL as long as have a dollar in this world. It
test, and third, the right uf 'ilhdrawal. is a p:ty that ftrrners don't better appreciate a paper

We do not agree with Mr. Phin when h- uays the worth twenty times its cosi ta them. I hope the farm-

" wholesale slaughter of about one half the Short- ers o Canada will take a p.de n kepin up.

borns from a pedigree standpoint has necessitated the Brandon, ioth ?.an., :887.
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Uir. Phin, in his evidently sincere andi well put use.of inferior buils." Good pedigreed bulls for grad-
letter, does not seem ta put much store upon our ing purposesr weighing from rooo lbsupwards, can be»
"gsympathy " in this matter. We are fully nware that -got for $100 and less, to.day-about twice the value
it would be much more acceptable to theaggrieved did of butchers' meat. When parties become unwiAing
we fait in with their views of radress, and sustain it to pay such prices relatively, they are sure to content
with tongue and pen. We know that it is the com. themselves with inferior sites, such as they ought not
monly accepted view that sympathy,to be of any value. to use.
must bring material relief. This is a low view of Mr. Phin's second paragraph is well pî't, although
vhat we deem one of tho haodsomest traits of human- iLt is not altogether " beside " the question, as we see
ity. We remember well the occasion of two men it. His third has already been answered in our pre.
travelling along the railway track with us for about vious remarks, and so, virtually, the fourth.
three miles one day, on a branch of the G. T. R., The idex. of fixing upon sone definite number of
while undergoing tiresome labors. Their sole object crosses as the binging point ai admission to registry
was to manifest their sympathy, in the absence of any of the offspring of our Canadian cattie from pedigreed
other way of showing it : and although we have quite Shorthorn bulls sounds well, and issure to meet with
forgotten the names of the men, and lost ail trace of a good deal of favor from its apparant reasanableness,
them, the remembrance of that sympathetic act, ai- and we have never said that we will not support it ;
though it did n ,t shorten the road one step, will never but we will not do so at the present time, nor tilt tea-
be obliterated on this side the shores of time, and not sons additional are presevted than those we have
at ail likely on the other. The highest exhibition of heard ; but we will not advocate jt now. We he-
sympathy the world ever saw has been spurned by lieve the fewer complications introduced at the present
millions of the race, but this in no case proves it un- time the better, tilt the agitated Shorthorn sea be-
real. But if the expression of synpathy is not de- cornes calm. Two things should be considered by
sired by those who bave in the meantime tost money those who advocate the admittance of high graded
with ourselves by the action of the Dominion Short- Canadian cattle ; the first is, would they bring remu-
horn association, we can easily refrain from express. nerative prices ? Would not the offspring of those
ing it, the only form in which we have seen our way tracing aIl the way ta imported on both sides bnng
clear ta show it as ye-t. The moment the Jot'RNA. much better priceà? And the second, would it not
shail cease ta use its "influence in the interest of take longer to build up a herd in that way than to
right and justice, " we hope that it shall die. start upon an imported foundation, or on one tracing

We admit that it is not right nor just that one sec. ta imported ? and would it not on this account be
tion of the Shorthorn breeders should control the more expensive ?
record ta the "exclusion and manifest injury of brother Ve have thus answered the portions of Mr. Phin's
breeders," where this is thedesign of theaction. Buthas letter relating ta our remarks of last number. Those
this been the aim of those men who fixed the standard portions of it relating ta the action of the Clydesdaie
of the present for the registration of Shorthorns ? We breeders and tu the molizer of members in the action
have heard the expression of this repeatedly, but have they have taken, we leave ta those interested todefend.
waited thus far in vain for the sustaining evidence. The annual meeting of the Dominion Shorthorn
Associations are to be governed by maorities, and Breeders' Association will be held mi the St. Lawrente
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