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great measure of liberty in this respect.
More and more, ton, options arc being
allowed. Very radical proposals are
being made in Britain for bifurcating
or trifurcating the subjects required
for a degree. And I do not sce why
some subjects considered specially de-
sirable for ladies should not be allow
cd to rank in placc of others not con-
sidered so desirable. A thorough
knowledge of music, for instance,
might stand for Greek or senior mathe-
matics. As to regularity of attendance,
here, too, the college 1s not subjected
to the rigid rules of the school. In
most colleges it is considered suffi-
cient if actual attendance is given
from two-thirds to four-fifths of the
session.

But is not excessive study injurious
to young women ? Very, and to young
men likewise. Many of the noblest
young men I have known have killed
themselves.  The best are apt to in-
jure themselves. No fear of the idlers.
But we do not, therefore, exclude dili-
gent and talented young men from
college. Bad results flow chiefly from
entering college too soon or insuflici-
ently prepared in the secondary school,
from ‘cheapand nasty’ boarding-houses
from the too numerous examinations
now in vogue, and from over anxiety
to attain honours. These causes, the
last excepted, should and could be
casily guarded agaiost. A moderate
amount of regular study is physically
and mentally beneficial to both young
men and women. No one duubts this
as far as men are concerned, and I
would refer those who want testimony
for it in the case of women, to an
article in the Contemporary Review of
January, 1878, by Frances Power
Cobbe, on “ The Little Health of
Ladies.” It is not work but worry or
mental vacuity, not regular but irregu-
lar study, or study under conditions
prejudical to health, that injures.

Besides, it is a mistake almost
ludicrous to suppose that excessive
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study is required for the ordinary
B.A. cxamination. The knowledge
represented by the posscssion of a pass
degree, no matter from what univer-
sity, is exceedingly moderate, though
the value of the training reecived
may be said to be incalculable, There
is pothing like the regular university
coursc. It is adapted to average
minds, and confcers benefits on the
greatest.

I know of no rcason that can be
urged against women studying in our
recognized colleges that has not been
urged from tirie immemorial against
cvery step in advance taken by the
race, agamst cvery rcform that has
ever been made in the realm of think-
ing or of action. Of course this reform
will come slowly, The mass ofsocial
prejudice to be overcorme is enormous,
and women are peculiatly sensitive to
social opposition. At frst, average
young men in our colleges will be sub-
jected to rather an unfair copetition,
for the young women will be a select
class, chiefly those who survive the
operation of a very rigid natural selec-
tion. But in time this will be righted.

1I. Woman should have cvery pos-
sible opportunity of obtaining a sound
mental training because of her rela-
tion to man aad the importance of her
pos.ion as a probable wife and mother.
But to consider woman as merely a
satellite of man—or, as Von Hart-
mann respectfully calls her, *a moral
parasite of man”—is a caricature of
the truth that man is her natural head
and protector. She is ““ a primary ex-
istence,” owes responsibility directly
to God, is bound to cultivate her
faculties for her own sake, and has, in
many cases, to fight her own way
through the world. It is impossible
to overlook the fact that there is an
immense number of unmarried women,
and women who are not likely to be
married, or who have no disposition
to waste their lives in frivolity or idle-
ness until they meet with some man



