
Notes for Teachers.

even greater. That, at least, is my
experience ; in fact, I should go so
far as to say that girls should always be
taught by women and boys by men-
I du not refer, of course, to the little
bo>s under ten. The mixed school
has more disadvantages than separate
schools ; the dual school has the dis-
advantages of both.

But I may be mistaken ; the Com-
missioners may only mean to recorm-
mend mixed schools on the score of

economy. They have undoubtedly
that advantage in small places where
a number of pupils sufficient to sup-
port a secondary school can only be
got by combining the two sexes. If
this is ail the report nieans, and mixed
schools are not recommended as the
best, but as best in such circum-
stances, this letter may be beside the
mark, except in so far as it may, in
that case, clear up the meaning of the
passage.- 7outrnail of Education.

PUBLIC OPINION.

BIBLE KNOWLEDGE.---As a result
of an examination given. to a school
of over one hundred pupils in Ontario
t has been dernonstrated that the pu-
pils of that particular school are more
familiar with the history and mytholo -
gy of ancient Greece and Rome than
with the history of the Bible. Various
reasons have been assigned for this
state of affairs, and, as usual in some
qiarters, the public schoo:s have
come in for a share of censure. If
ever the time comes when Christian
denominations shall so far be able to
reconcile their differences as to permit
the study of the Bible in the schools
as a text-book, and it shall be pre-
scribed as such, a very different
showing will no doubt be made. As
it is now, it only shows the difference
between trained and untrained teach-
ing. Grecian and Roman History are
taught by trained teachers. Bible
History is taught in the Sunday-
schools by untrained teachers chiefly.
In the past Sunday-school teachers
have been appointed more from the
standpoint of their willingness to per-
form the duties than from their special
qualifications for the position. And
it speaks volumes for thern that with-
out any pecuniary reward, with a de-
votion to their work that is heroic in

many cases, they are found Sabbath
after Sabbath instructing their classes
and giving their time at much personal
sacrifice. In the olden times, when
all books bu· the Bible were scarce,
and religious controversy was more
intense, there is no doubt that more
voluntary attention was given to the
study of the Bible than at present. In
this age of books, magazines rnd news-
papers, it is not surprising that some
attention has been diverted from Bible
study. Some religious bodies have
recognized the need of trained Sab-
bath school teachers and there is now
a large number of such teachers en-
gaged in the work. Perhaps the time
will come when the Sunday-schools
will be as well provided for in that re-
spect as the day schools. It would
greatly hasten the ,ime if it were deern
ed expedient to remurerate the ser-
vices of the Sunday-school teachers
in the same manner as is now done in
other branches of church work.-The
Educational Review.

WHAT ARE THEY READING -It
was said with much earnestness
twenty years ago in these pages that
the teachers had more to do than to
put the power to read in the pos-
session of a child. It reiterated this
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