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ports on the Atlhn anid West and Vast Kootenay

The Chicamon Stone, by Clive Phillipps-Wolley
London: Geo. Bell & Sons, 1900 ; Colonial Edi-
tion, 75 cents.

Soie nonths agio Robert larr, hinmself a Canadian
bred and born, wlio has w,on if no t an emncent at least
a iost respectable place in the w orld of letters, wrote
an article which was published in a leading Toronto
magazine, pointing out, with mutich truith, that liter-

ary effort was so lightly regarded in Canada that no
ian who had achieved more than a local success

could afford to renmain i ls native land, that is, if
lie desires to market his wares to favourable advan-
tage. Ir. Phillipps-Wolley it is true, is a Canadian
only by adoption, but in the thirteen or more years
in wlich he has resided anongst us, he ha.;
so ilentifiel himîself with Western lite, so thorotlylx
entrd ilto the spirit tlat cones fromt an intimate
acquaintance wit h the sublimityv and silence of ir

eak niotintain rang-es and the gloon and grandenm
if centtir )-o1l firests of pine tliat he lias siccecle<l,

botli in verse and prose, in depicting truly the ideas
and mîanne rs of life of tlhe \\ esterner. Yet, wlile
tie inluetntitial Iritish press lias ustintingxl praise<l

tiis work of a liritish Columîbian , we who shoulld bc
first are last and feeblest in expressing otur apprecia-
tion. It is a strange state of affairs. In Mr. Wolley's
capital tale, the " Chicamon Stone, ' ie
scelne is laid in Cassiar and the whole story rests
on the exciting search unîler great difficulties for a
vein, the whereabouts of which are known to the
native ludians and to wxhiich the hero's attention is
hirst drawn by tie exhibition of a iarvelloiuly rich
sanple of quartz çactunally ii the possession of a
stoi e keceper at Wrangel) broghlt out b Sivali Joe.
Tlie book is so well wortli rea<iing tiat wc do not

propose to lessen the interest by folloning, as is
soietiies ciistoiary in reviews, the evoltition of the
anthor s plot to its cliiax. It mav, however, be said
in conclusion that the "Clicamon Stone" is the
strongest book Mr. \Volley lias yet written, and the
descriptions of the xxil(] Cassiar scenerv in particular
are exceptionally vivid and powerful. If one were m-
clined to be captions, the one defect, if it can be so
classed, is tie author's apparent enthusiasmî for
brutal and revoiting situations, and perliaps his work
wiuld not lose in poptlarity if this tendency was leld
in check.

TECHNICAL PERIODICALS OF THE MONTH.

THE ENGINEERING MAGAZINE.

The Engineering Magazine and International Review
for July contains a number of very interesting articles,
of which three in particular draw more than passing
attention. An article by W. H. Donner on " Power
Features at the Paris Exhibition " is well illustrated
and to those interested in machinery, who have not
visited the Exhibition, will forn a good description of
wonders they have not seen ; while those who have
been in Paris, or are going there, will find it noue the
less valuable as an indication of the most prominent
features of the Exhibition in this respect.

" The History and Progress of Mining in British
Columbia,'' another article by H. Mortimer Lamb,
gives in a very clear and succinct manner a great
amount of information about the Province, which has
been extracted from official reports and other authen-
tic documents with great care, and presented to the

average reader in a most readable form. It is pro-
fusely illustrated and should form a most valuable
introduction to British Columbia's greatest industry
to those, and they are many, whose sympathies with
regard to mining exceed their knowledge " A British
View of the Iron Trade " is another article containing
much matter for reflection. It sketches the causes
and progress of the recent boom in the steel and iron
trade and points out with some justice that the boom
conditions are beginning to disappear. The relations
of the different productive countries are compared and
the conclusion is arrived at that the outlook for the
iron trade of Great Britain in the face of the compe-
tition of the United States is glowing in the extreme :

" There is no gainsaying the fact that the iron and
steel manufacturers of Europe are beginning to look
with anxious eyes to the United States. It seems io
those who think they eau discern the coming events
casting their shadows before that the sword of Da-
mocles is suspended over the heads of those who are
now enjoying a feast of fat things. That sword is the
near competition of the United States. It is, moie-
over, a two-handed sword, for it cuts to the very
dividing asunder of joints and marrow by an admitted
capacity to produce more cheaply than European
countries, and it also presents the very formidable as-
pect af threatening to dump a vast surplus on neutral
markets, on terms that are notcompetitive at all. To
bc perfectly candid, this latter is the form of compe-
tition of which the people of Europe are most afraid,
because they are most powerless to resist it, and this
remark, of course, applies more especially to Great
Britain, which is a free-trade country."

It may be noted that the writer does not take into
account the iron deposits of Canada, which are the
largest known in the world; which have been brought
into notice on account of the boom conditions which
have recently prevailed ; and must shortly become an
appreciable factor in iron and steel production.

MINES AND MINERALS.
Mines and Minerais for July contains articles on the

mines of Butte, Cape Nome and Rossland, all of which
are interesting, the last particularly so to British Col-
umbians. It is a highly technical article, but at the
sane time most descriptive and appreciative of our
greatest mining camp.

THE ALASKAN MAGAZINE.
The Alaskan Magazine and Canadian Yukoner is a

new publication, dating from Tacoma. What a
Yukoner is we don't know, still less a Canadian
Yukoner. But if the Alaskan Magazine is a Yukoner,
all that can be said is that it denotes something much
better than the barbarous term would lead us to ex-
pect The magazine contains a considerable amount
of interesting reading matter.

The world's ironmasters are stated to be apprehen-
sive of a shortage in the world's supply of the raw
material which they use so increasingly year by year.
This fact explains the suddenly displayed eagerness of
Eastern States ironmasters to investigate our Pro-
vince's ore supplies on Barclay Sound, and suggests
that in the early future other British Columbia iron
ore deposits will come quite into request. Then for
the first time will serions efforts be nade to ascertain
the extent of our Province's possessions in rich iron
ore, which there is every reason to believe will be
found to be far larger than is at present evei sur-
mised. Hitherto nobody has troubled himself much
in regard to finding and developing our iron ores, ex-
cept to a very limited extent for smelter fluxing.


