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Indians before the Revolution. 7.

own officers, and during a part of this period, a supcrintendent
of Indian affairs for the northern, and another for the southern
department, were appointed by the crown.

Not a vestige remains of any permanent advantage derived
by the Indians from the cessions or sacrifices they made.
Their actual relatons with the British government may be
emphatically stated in few words. They were useful, and
were used, in war to ficht, and in peace to trade. Queen
Aune, indeed, presented sacramental vessels to the Mohawks,
and other furniture for a chapel, and this is about the extent,
as far as we have been able to discover, of the direct interfer-
ence of the British government in any plan to improve the

. moral condition of the Indians. Pious and benevolent men
were engaged then, as they are now, in this interesting task,
and the names of Eliot and Brainerd have come down to us

- with apostolic sanctity. The Society for Propagating the Gos-
pel attempted something ; but they discovered, as they said,
¢ that the Indians obstinately rejected their care,” and abandon-
ed the effort, without suspecting, that the fault was in the plan
of the teacher, and not in the docility of the scholar. Gener-
ally, however, great indifference prevailed, and it is said in the
Biographia Britannica, that Lord Granville reproved the con-
verting of the Indians, ‘because a knowledge of Christianity - ;
will introduce them to a knowledge of the arts, and such a b
consummation will make them dangerous to our plantations.’ !
Of a similar character is the policy, stated by Hutchinson to i
have been pursued, that of keeping up so .much contention :
among the Indians, as to prevent a combination, and to make ¥
an appeal to us as umpires necessary from time to time.*

In the few Indian treaties which have eseaped from the
official bureaus, a piece or two of ¢strouding,” some ¢ duffils,’
¢ kettles,” “flints,” &c. constitute the whole value paid for im-
portant cessions. These presents were too inconsiderable for
general distribution, and they disappeared almost as speedily ‘
as the council which produced them. A permanent arrange-
ment, by which an annual consideration should always be given,
and a supply thus provided for never ending wants, was neither
adopted nor proposed. This plan of permanent annuities,
which' constitutes an era in the relations existing between the
white. and the red man upon the continent, was introduced

* Hist. of Massachusetts Bay, Vol. L p. 252. J
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