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families in the rapid flight from their recent camping
grounds. The canoes had started, and were being
paddled at full speed across the river, when sud-
denly, to the dismay and amazement of every one,
the figure of Michel was seen standing by the river
brink! Had a spectre at that moment presented
itself before them, they co ardly have been more
astonished ; but the poor m@n’s actions were at all
times strange and unaccountable; and that he should
have released himself in so short an interval from his
bonds, was only consistent with the whole character
of the man who had always proved himself equal to
every emergency, and defied any attempt to thwart

-his designs. The language used by the miserable

man on the present occasion was bitter and abusive;
it related to his children, who he said were being
taken away that they might be delivered to the
white man; but his words fell idly upon the
ears of the Indians, who only shuddered as they
gazed upon his dark visage now distorted with
passion ; and his whole figure, to which portions of
the cords which had bound him were still clinging,




