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and Captain Head again rode across the Pampas to Buenos .
Ayres, leaving the rest of his companions to follow. him., On
their arrival he dismissed some cf his miners and brought ti
- rest_back with him to England. In this rapid manner he
traversed about six thousand miles, living meanwhile on dried
beef and water, and sleeping upon the ground.. . On his, return
home he published a narrative of his South American adven-
tures, under the title of “ Rough Notes taken during some rapid
' journeys -across the Pampas and among the Andes.”  This
lively and graphic narrative has far more of interest than an
ordinary novel, and was eagerly devoured by all: classes of
readers. The rapidity with which he had scoured across the
Pampas gained for him the sobriquet of “Galloping Head "—
a name.by which he is often referred to in the current literature
of those days. From the fact that in 1827 he published a “ Re-
- port on the failure of the Rio Plata Mining = Association,” it -
may be inferréd that the chief success of the expedition lay -
in the acquisition of literary fame for its leader, and that the
wealth of the mines was' left for others to gain At the end
of the year 1828 he obtained his majority, and retired from the
military service on half-pay... In 1830 he came once more
the English public as an author, with «“ The Life of Bruee, the
Abyssinian Traveller,” which appeared in the “Family Library.”
This he followed up in 1833'by an amusing volume, just suited
for the pocket of Rhine travellers, under the title of “ Bubbles
from the Brunnen of Nassau, by an Old Man.” During the
next |year (1834) he was appointed an Assistant Poor Law
Commissioner for one of the Kentish districts, at a salary of
£500 per annum. He seems to have devoted himself to the
duties of this position with a good deal of ‘assiduity, and to
have brought about several useful and much-needed reforms.
The office of a. Poor Law Commissioner, indeed, was one for
~ which he was admirably fitted. There were no broad questions
of policy to be considered, and there was innumerable little
details. with which such minds as his love to occupy them-
selves. True, there were many grievances to be redressed, but
the experience of several generations had {ully proved them
to be grievances. They were of such a nature that all the
- philanthropists of that age were agreed as to the just method
~ of dealing with them. Major Head’s time was fully taken up,
with his duties, in the discharge of which he gave abundant
satisfaction. He found himsel%e in a most congenial and by no
mesns undignified position. ‘Writing on this subject five years




