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THEPOTLA TCHA T QUAMICHAA^W^
_______ __________________ —------------------ ------------------------------- —_________f many* wild ■ scrambles for the much-de

sired blanket, -and goods of the givers. 
Some of the most Interesting scenes 
were seen when the givers announced 
that a canoe which swung in the river 
50 yards away was potlatched. With 
a quick shout the crowds dashed down 
the hank into the river, and scrambled 
into the canoe, fighting, pushing, scrim
maging, until one bought out the others, 
and won the canoe—and at the same 
time distributed its value among many, 
for this is the idea of the patlatch.

The scene changed fast. From the 
potlatch fronting the house of Whula- 
tesailok, or the lodge of Seemaertum, the 
crowd hurried up to the open space near' 
the hill-top, where 4%taltza and his 
klootchman had erected a little shack 
of matting, inside which the dancers 
were donning their finery. Outside the 
klootehmen had gathered and sat in two 
long rows, some 40 yards apart. Before! 
them they held a small pine board, and 
in their hands were the clubs to beat 
time for the dancers. In the centre of 
thé space was a little heap of native 
blankets—Yhe monument to the (dead 
children in Whose memory the dance was 
given. On the top <4 the pile where the 
blankets were fastened together to form 
the semblance of children’s heads, little 
strew bats had been paced—thus com
pleting the totem to the dead.

In the centre ef the square close by 
the blankets, stool Meteltza, and by him 
his klootchman. He was shouting in a 
tOH* vofee the story of Ms dead children.
In lengthy detail he told of their deaths, 
and of what each had sâifl when they 
filed, and then he called up from the 
village front all those women who had 
lost children by death. In one long line 
they were marshaled, fronting the monu
ment, and Metalatza repeated the story 
•of bis dead, and gang the death dirges, 
while the klootehmen kept time. Then 
to each of the bereaved women he pot
to t tied one blanket—a gift given in 
memory of bis dead.

From the matting hidden closet came 
the roar as though of a wild animal, and 
then as the gatekeeper swung the en
trance matting aside, the dancers issued 
into the open space, Quickly the -women 
took up the beating, and as their rythmic 
clangor echoed, the dancers jumped and 
hopped, around the pile of blankets, 
alongside which, a klootchman stood with 
her head covered with frayed rope, dang
ling in long chains over her head and 
all but obscuring her face. The dancers
__four in number—swayed their strangely
garbed bodies as they danced in s man
ner both weird and novel, while the 
klootehmen sang the weird rythmic 
chant—the dirge of the dead children. 
They were all but hidden m great wood
en masks, which like great earven 
panels, represented great ravens—for the 
raven is the great -bird of the pagan be
lief, the god supreme over all gods 
From the huge masks of wood, arrange
ments of great feathers dangled down on 
to a short skirt-liketicostmne, which was 
likewise coated with feathers. Their legs 

encased in leggings seated with fea
thers, and moccasins covered their feet. 
From the top of their headdress was a 
huge cluster of feathers, with van-col
ored puff bails interspersed, and dang-, 
ling behind them from the headdress, 
was a bepainted cloth—the whole being 
a costume seldom seen outside of the 
out of the way villages of the Indians.

The picture was a strange one. At 
the back Were the fir trees, with the 
lodges for a background, and, beyond 
the winding river and the clusters of 
alders, were the snow-capped hills. On 
either side were the rows ot gaudy- 
colored klootehmen, with shawls of 
green and yellow, and many faces well 
greased and painted with red and yellow 
ochres. Behind them stood the spec
tators, crowding in towards the open 

At one side of the rectangle of 
grass was the matting-covered place of 
the dancers, with the solemn-looking 
gatekeeper. As one by one the dancers 
issued from this- place.- rattling- the 
strings of bear-claws end waving their 
wands, the sights and sounds—for the 
klootehmen were heating their planas, 
men were beating skin drums, and all 
were slowly chanting their monotone 
song—Were bewildering.

Now running as a fugitive animal, or 
swaying like a wounded elk, jumping at 
the assembled Indians like a maddened 

the dancers kept up their weird 
One minute they were 

ambïfngabout the little heap of blankets, 
shaking their claw-hung arms and feet, 
and the next they were rushing up and 
down, hopping and jumping suddenly 
high in air, and then again they swayed 
and glided, until one by one they 
ambled, exhausted and worn out, to the 
tented square—the dance was over.

Incident quickly followed incident, 
though, at this great potlatch of the 
Ouamichans. There was a loud shout 
from a near-by lodge soon after the 
dance ended, and excitedly the tribes
men rushed down hill to the pathway 
fronting the lodge of Johnnie Seeahpuit 
and Ms father, Metalatza. Up ou the 
platform, like a scaffold, stood the 
givers. Metalatza’s klootchman with a 
gay yellow cloth around her forehead. 
Kndely the crowd tore away the roughly 
built "fence and dashed its pieces down 
the bank into the river, so that there 
might be no impediment before them 
when th’e blankets were hurtled from 
the platform—and then the scenes of 
the morning were repeated. 'Down came 
the blankets into the midst of over a 
hundred uplifted hands, and then they 
struggled and finally cut up the spoils. 
Then they fought for possession of a 
rifle, struggled for the stick which rep
resented money, until the cultus pot
latch ended, and then the little crowd 
on the platform began calling their 
friends, one by one, each man in his 
turn, and to each they gave a blanket.

While they called loudly and slowly 
their friends came and received their 

Indians wended their

i
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tal8alethi a shout-

ing crowd, hauled a neat war canoe 
through a breach knocked with axes in

City Accepts
. - _

Carnegie Offernta of 
The 

scene oï
the walls of the lodge. Others followed 
with a smaller canoe, and then JBlnns, 
the sub-chief, giver of the potlatch, 
with his face painted and showing ex
citement galore, sing He feaet-gmng 
song—which, like ail Indian songs, was

finished 
which

How Whutlatesailok Gave of 
His Store to the Men of 

Many Tribes.

Weird Dances and Novel 
Scenes at the Village on 

the Cowichan. »

- - . ' n ^ -r., ■r
k. !\ Bylaw to Secure Public Library 

Passed By the Rate

payers.

But They Reject Proposal to 

Purchase Site For a 

Building.

k boastful in tile extreme. As he i 
his song he grasped a long stick 
was thrown hurtling dawn the lodge.
Ouickly the Indians jumped out from 
their places and fought for hold. The 
stick was to represent the eanee, and 
the scenes of the potlatpb were re
enacted, with the customary struggles, 
until at Hist one bought the others off, 
and, the canoe was his. The trunks, 
blankets, horses, cows, etc., were all 
potlatched, a stick being used in most 
cases, except in that of the trunks, 
which held money, and the blankets, The ratepayers decided to accept the 
and then other dances were held. $50,000 offered by Mr. Carnegie for the

The greatest excitement was the ini- establishment of a library, yesterday, 
tiation of two medicine men, the sons and to provide the sum of $5,000 annual- 
of Minus, as doctors of the tribe. The ly Yot maintenance, but refused to vote 
methods of the medicine man are the sum of $15,000 for a site, and the 
strange,, for he beats drums and library will, of necessity, be built on 
scratches and punches a sick man, and one of the sites owned by the city, 
sometimes throws cold water in bucket- which wül be hereafter decided, 
fnls over a fever patient, but for all The library by-law was retried 
that the ancient medicine man has not majority of 372 votes in the three 
lost his vogue, and many of the In- ward's, the South ward, in which 266 
dians put their dependence on him to votes were cast, giving it the largest ma- 
cure their maladies, which he sometimes jority, that of 146 Votes. In the North 
does—by chance. ward, where 352 votes were polled, the

The two eagle dancers issued again majority was 126, and in the Central 
from their place, the chant started again, ward, which polled 194 votes, the major- 
and slowly they advanced, until from ity was 160.
the side of the lodge there sprang up The Library Loan by-law, which pro- 
another dancer - who had been hidden, vides $15,000 for the purchase of a site, 
then began the weird “tâmamamass,” was snowed under by a majority of 325 
or midwinter dance. Wriggling their of the 520 votes east. In the North 
bodies as they hopped about, the three ward, where the most ratepayers cast 
dancers advanced, rapidly to where the ballots, the majority against the Loan 
two old klootehmen sat leading the by-law was 147, and 53 of the ballots 
singers at- the end of the lodge. The were left unmarked for this hv-law. 
centre dancer swayed from nght to left. The majority .against it in the South 
and back again, while the other twe ward was 130 and in the Central ward 
kept turning to face him as they 77. 
changed position. Thus they advanced, ' 
swinging their wands hung with cedar 
bark, until they arrived facing a row 
of pegs placed in the hard pan of the 
floor. These they extracted with the 
split end of the wands, and danced back 
again, while the assembled Indians 
sang. For half an hour or more they 
swayed and wriggled backward, and 
forward, the chant rising and falling, 
until as they dropped the pegs back in, 
place, they screaehed like eagles and 
rushed back to the cover of their tent.

Then from the tent two boys rushed ;n 
They were gone but a few min- 

during which tfhe old medicine man
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friend arrives and says thatiPerhaps a 
he is “delate kla-howyah,” which means 
in effect that he is very poor, and has 
no horse; well he is given the spare 
horse and told to pay back when he 

And 60 with canoes, blankets, and 
other things. Whulatesailok had been 
well supplied and he had loaned his 
“ictas” to many. Now it was time for 
repayment—and because of his fullness 
o- heart—his “klosh tum^tum”—Whula
tesailok decided to give a cultus potlatch, 
a scramble to the assembled Indians.

His creditors had paid him well. For 
the first few days the pathway along the

, whulatesailok, of the Quamichaus 
/mured among the tribesmen from 

: ..."whitewashed houses of tte Songhees, 
,, Vic tom, to the ramshackle cedar- 

v „ked ilia bees of thé Buciataw at 
iiKpII river He has given a great 

! , the big village on'the banks
: ; I™ swift-running Cowichan to over 
thousand assembled Indians—the men 
,,vvv a score of the •Coast tribes, that 

W might know that he had a “klosh 
- in-tiun"—that is, a good heart. The 

tch is an institution peculiar to-the 
lie Coast Indians, and more parti- 

o,rlv the British Columbian and 
’vHkan Indian, and like many other 
iirimitivet institutions, it was borne of 
: The potlatch was founded

before the King «George men came 
-mis that snat fire, and waters 

who-h^ liurned the throat; long before 
h-iys when Sir James Douglas and 

y' anil came to this same tillage where 
ly, -vent gathering was held, with guns 
saining lead from the bows of the boats 
illav poled up the swift river, untiLthg 
vdlVers gave up a murderer of a Hua- 

"• ” Kav man to the hangman’s rope.
no hanks, no bankers, and

V

To Each of the Women a Blanket Was
Given.

blankets which his klootchman had vities, likewise Newall—and the-speaker* 
woven from the hair of the mountain sang the praises;of aU, the prOi
sheep to offer in, return; another who gramme was being e prepared tor tâé 
had received blankets returned a cow— feasting, the scrambling and the dafior 
all manner of ‘Mctas’*, was brought in, ing. 
from broken shot guns to children’s 

village front# presented a strange scene çra(j|es an(j berry baskets, until when 
There outside the great lodges in which night fell on the first day of a festivi- 
over a hundred families lived on the yes an(j the klootehmen carried the 
two benches side by side, with not even .driftwood to the lodges for the big fires 
a partition to hide their domestic ar- -built on the hard pan floor of the lodges 
rangements from each other, were piles for .fhe evening dances, the store car- 
of blankets, and other articles, masks, ried to tlie lodge of Whulatesailok was 
rifles, etc. At the back of the pile stood a goodly one. When his debts were «all 
the debtor about to repay his debts, and jDf be had received/ such good returns, 
beside him was his speaker—his lawyer, that hiS heart was full—he had “a delate 
who was skilled in ‘wawa — which jri0sh tum-tnm” towards all. and there- 
means talk. Across the pathway sat fore he would give a great potlatch, 
the speaker of the creditor, and nearby jn bis lodge were pyramids of1 boxes of 
another lawyer, who acted as referee, pilot bread, and from the rafters smoking

All night they sang, while klootehmen 
beat time with short sticks on cedar 
boards, and the musicians beat the skin 
drums, an*d soon after sunrise the crowd 
.gathered in the roadway waiting for the 
scrambles—the potlatch proper to com
mence. The heart of Whulatesailok felt 
even better than before, and with his 
klootehmen. his lawyers and friends he 
mounted the platform built high in the 
air fronting his lodge, and as the crowd 
waited in hushed expectancy, his speak
er told in eloquent manner—and the* vil
lage speakers are most eloquent—of the 
g ries of Bill, whose wrinkfed and

In all there were 812 votes cast in the 
three wards, the greater number being 
cast in the North ward, where 352 votes 
were polled. In the South 
votes were cast, and lé4 i 
ward. The voting "was unmarked by 
incident, the balloting being carried on 
most quietly. The last two hours saw 
the greater number of ballots cast, for 
earlier in the day the voters were few 
and far between, especially in the 
morning.

A large number of the ballots marked 
favor of the Library by-law 

left blank in' the space provided for the 
vote on the Library- Loan by-law, there 
being no less than 125 of these ballots 
deposited in the three wards. There 
were 35 in the-Central ward, 37 in South 
ward and 53 in the North ward. Many 
also left the space for their mark in the 
Library by-law vacant, voting only for 
the Library Loan by-law, 49 in all fol
lowing this practice in the three wards. 
Several people voted in favor of the 
Library Loan by-law to provide for a 
site for the library, but they voted 
against the establishment of a library 
to put on the site. Four or five spoiled 
their ballots by their uncertain mind, 
having marked the ballots in favor of 
the library, and then crossing out the 
mark and substituting a cross opposite 
“No.” Three ballots were spoiled this 
way.

The result of the balloting was as fol
lows; <“

ward 266 
in Central

i

There were ■
werem out. 

utes,
sang their doctor’s «ongs, when they 
returned with their heads hidden in 
ferns and green stuff from the hills be
yond. As the doctor sang the story 
they had been to gather the good herbs, 
for they were doctors who could admin
ister to the people. After dancing out
side the lodge door tpr a space, the 
young men entered the lodge, and they 
danced their first dance, in a manner 
similar to the costumed dancers, 
which the eagles issued again from 
their place, and all .danced until exhaust
ed. The medicine men had been initiat

or} ./ ; l-
t n

!m
m\ • m M

;

after I

ed. ■were
Chants and songs followed, and after 

further potlatches had been given, the 
crowds dispersed to their several lodges, 
where after nightfall feasts were held, 
followed by manÿ minor dances and 
ceremonials—for to the Indian ceremony 
is as bread. The next day the dances 
and potlatches were continued, and so it 
was until the gathering dispersed and 
the canoes carried their cargoes of 
humanity to the home villages far away, 
eaich canoe being ladÿn with a part of 
the store which Bill Whulatesailok and 
his friends had given.

And thus did the Quamichans cele
brate their potlatch.

f*S
THE LIBRARY BY-LAW.

For .................
Against ......

Majority for 
LIBRARY LOAN BY-LAW. 
For .
Against

567
185

372

166
250

Ï r Majority against...........
The votes by wards was:

LIBRARY BY-LAW: 
North Ward.

354

With Uplifted Hands the Siwashes Reached 
for the Potlatched Blanket.

GORDON SMITH.

The Masked Dance of Metalatza. -O-

Editor Tospaqe. For .... «... .
Against ...........
Blank .................

... 142in the soot of the drift-wood fires were bronzed fa-ce slione with pleasure, as he 
the rows of dried salmon, in the carved took up a long stick, and handed it to 

First toe speaker of the debtor told of boxes was the meat of the slaughtered the speaker. This stick, the speaker an- 
.bow hi* client had been .poor, .bis horse cows, and he had even -the blubber of maimed was n horse. Not that the 
bad died, and he had been in a bad way seals for the teasting, 
when Whulatesailok, the generous, had called the assembled 
gi\ en hiui a horse. „
with the horse, and now he wished to good things, the klootehmen off in their
pay'back twice thé value of the horse in corner, sang the glad songs—the clients Indians as they struggled 
blankets ‘Together tho lawyers “mash- made by the medirino nen fhe rot- stand reaching up their hi 
ed their waw”—one saying that the store latch of Whulatesailok.

trild of hi- greatness. «#. his -euero*uiy.

42
100

the man who amassed a large store of 
blankets—blankets w^re pioney ^then— 
was In danger of being'slaughtered by 
the covetous. To avoid the envious, he 
gave away of his surplus . store—and 
thus the potlatch began.

Imagine J. P. Morgan, or John D.4 
Rockefeller inviting a thousand of their 
friends ..to a banquet at their homes, and 
when the guests are all present, scramb
ling half a million dollars amongst them. 
That but scantly illustrates the potlatch. 
Whulatesailok has given far more in 
comparison than a gift of half a mil
lion dollars would mean tp either of the 
two millionaires afor^aid. His ppt- 
latch has brought him from affluence to 
scant sufficiency. He had been collect
ing in his debts for some months prior 
to the feast and accompanying potlatch.
In days by-gone he had given a horse 
to one, a canoe to another, blankets to 
others, and he had creditors ifi all the 
villages, about the Southern Coast, 
when he sent messagers to call in his 
debts in preparation for the potlatch’. 
At the same time the messengers called 
the tribes to the potlatch'and the feasts.

Early in June the canoes began to ar
rive. The Tsartlip and Fauquechen 
came in their big war canoes with their 
klootehmen and their J'tanassas,” their 
belongings all piled in between the 
thwarts; the Songhees came by train 
and big wagon ; Tsowouts and Tscy- 
< hums drove through the fertile valleys 
from their Saanich villages; Lyscksums 
sailed across from ICuper Island and 
IVnelaquets from Valdes Island; Eucln- 
taws came for hundreds of miles through 
stormy seas in their frail "canoes, and 
Nit "mats from the faraway West Coast 
<>f Vancouver Island ; Cheuiaiuus frpm 
the riv<>r of that name, Hellelt, Na 
in os. Comox, and other tribes—all gL.- 
ered in the lodges of the Quamichan vil
lage on the grass-covered ’banks of the 
Cowichan.

With the incoming tribes—over a thou
sand strong—were the creditors of the 
feast-giver, old Whulatesailok—and they 
brought blankets, guns, canoes—all 'man
ner of articles to repay his loans. If 
:*n Indian has two horses, and he has 
oi ly use for one, he is not like the aver
age white man. He does not let the 
horse that is unused run wild in pasture, j

Show Cause Majority for 100
South Ward.Therefore he stick was a horse, however, but solely to 

tribesmen, and represent the equine which was to be 
He had done well while the speakers handed around the given away.

For ...
Against 
Blank? .

Majority^<6r ................... 146
Central Ward.

201
55

9• ixaiya —good—shouted the assembled 
nearer the

stand reaching up their hands, as with 
These songs a shout, the speaker let fall the long 

stick, which came hurling into the cen
tre ot the crowd, who surged like the 
scrimmage of a football team, struggling 
each with the other for a hand’s grasp 
on the stick—the horse. A hundred 
held the stick in hand, and swung to 
and fro, struggling and clamoring, while 
Whulatesailok and his group of friends 
watched silently from the platform. 
Suddenly one shouted that he would 
give ten cents to all who would let go.
Others were endeavoring to count the 
number who held the stick that they 
might he able to bid too. Finally one 
cried that he would give “Two-bits” to 
all who would let go—and he paid to 
those who held the stick $10 more than 
the value of the potlatched cayuse.

'hen come the blankets. From the 
platform Bill’s klootchman "burled a 
Hudson’s Bay blanket with its heavy 
«trii e of black, and hundreds jumped 
at it. while it was yet in the air and 
snatched it down, struggling for pos
session, and the mightiest won. Then- 
r-rne. the native-made blanket—the the
"Squakus” blanket of mountain goat’s 
wool. As the blanket left the platform’sN 
edge, hundreds of hands shot „v, 
rieavnriug to grasp it, and when it 
ill the centre of the struggling group, 
knives were quickly brought into play, 
and each man cut off that portion wfflcB 
his hands cr arms covered. These frag
ments are woven «together when suffi
cient are obtained, and the blanket of 
pieces is worth far mqre than that of 
one piece—it shows that the owner has 
been nr many potlatches. The Hudson’s 
Bay blankets are never cut; they go to turn 
the stronger arm.

Sticks were thrown from the platform, 
and these sticks represented cowe, 
money, canoes, and various ictas—and way 
the struggle was intense. Football scrim
mages looked smdll when compared to 
that struggling mess of Indians wlio 
fought for possession of the stick or

Charge of Contempt of Court 

Against William McAdam 

of Sandon. For ......................
XrUv.'.-;:

Majority for .
LIBRARY LOAN BY-LAW. 

North Ward.

224offered was too much, tne other taking 98
30cougar, 

movements. 126Action Commenced Against St. 
Railway Co. For Damages 

—Full Court. For . .. 
Against 
Blank

76
223

53
.Majority against ...

South Ward.
F or* . *. *•...... ....•
Against ft*..................
Blank . .................

-Majority against............... 130
-Central Ward.

147
r Ir Mr. Maclean, attorney-general,

yesterday applied1 to the Full court for, 
an order directing that William Mc
Adam, editor and proprietor of the San- 
don Pay streak, should appear and show 
cause why he should not be coinmittpd^ 
for contempt, for the publication of an 
article making charges against the Su
preme court. It was ordered ‘that Mc
Adam should appear on the second day 
of July «before either the Full court or 
any member thereof. The article com
plained of was in connection with the 
case of Clark vs. Collom, a daim for 
commission with the Arlington mine 
deal. It is allégée in tne article that 
some “pull” that Collom has, has pre
vented Clark having the case brought 
to .trial. Personal reference is also made 
to the judges.

|
r13For ..........................

Against ..................

Majority against

1:•

0
MNOTHING EXTRAORDINARY.

an was asked what he thought 
of Niagara Falls.

“Ah. share,’’ said Pat, “and it’s aisy for 
the watlier to tumble over whan there’s 
nothing kapln’ it back.”-----------o------------

MUSICAL TYPEWRITER.

Wonderful Contrivance Invented by a 
Buffalo Man.

. j
An Irlshm

up, en- 
was

. j■jk— - — c ;nai-
ath- A Buffalo boy is the inventor of what 

he calls the piano-typewriter, a 
chine that writes what is played on the 
piano. He is Paul Cienanth, of No. 440 
Seventh street. The contrivance is 
patented, and if his plans are carried 
cut, a factory will be built in Rochester 
soon to make the typewriters.

The young man is a musician, and so 
what he had to

The Potlatch of Blankets. IN CHAMBERS.
The only case of interest before Mr.

Justice Martin in Supreme court cham
bers yesterday, was that of .Docking 
vs. the B. C. Electric railway, in w'hich 
an order was made for the trial of the 
case by jury, the defendant to pay the 
difference in cost between a common and 
special jury. The case arises out ot 
the death of young Docking, who was 
electrocuted on the company’s transmis
sion line on the Coldstream road last er, a composer of music, examined the 
winter. His father is suing for $2,500. drawings and said he felt sure the ma

chine would do all the inventor claimed 
In the Admiralty court on Friday, he- «• compared ili as being to the 

fore Mr. Justice Martin, the case of the P>an» what wireless telegraphy is to 
Mamie vs. Stevedore will be heard. In long-distance communication 
this the owners and crew of the tug As explained by the inventor, the ma- 
Mamie are suing the owners of the ship, chine has about 3,000 more parts than 
Stevedore for salvage services rendered a typewriter, but, notwithstanding that, 
the ship at Sidney. A is certain m its action, and not likely

to get out of order. It is designed to 
print in the conventional music charac
ters just what is played on the piano to 
which it is attack^. A lever serves to 
put the mechanrem into operation. Then 
turning another levear to put the time- 
heater into the same time as the piece 
to be played, nothing remains to be done 
but to play the piece.

The machine is designed to aid ar
rangers of mtisic for bands and orches
tras. Composers, too, would find it a 
great aid. But perhaps the greatest re
sult the machine would accomplish 
would be to preserve improvisations, es
pecially those of the great players of 
the world. By it Paderewski’s feats of 
manual dexterity would be recorded so 
that the sheet music of just what he 
played could be published cheaply.

With the true improvisors, one can 
readily see the possibilities. It will 
catch the spontaneous outbursts of mel
ody that so often result when one toys 
with the keys for Inspiration. It will 
givq to the world harmony, the music 
of the soul, untarnished by any evi
dence of studied arrangement. It would 
recover the lost chord.

and of what dances and potlatches werè 
to follow. Then came others to assist 
in the potlatches. Mebaltzn decided to 
make a potlatch, and hold a masked 
dacce in memory>of his two children, 
who had died 14 years before. Jonnie 
Seamertuu decided to scramble his goods 
because the son of the Euclataw chief 
had been betrothed to his daughter, 
Seeahpuit also decided to join the 'iesti-

a contra view. Finally they were of 
one mind, and with all the ceremqny 
that could be thrown in, the debtor and 
his speaker carried the store of blankets 
across to the matting of the creditor— 
thus the debt was paid.

One who had received a rifle five years 
before brought back a large sailboat, 
another who had received a big canoe 
had not prospered, and had only a few

<5

blankets; the 
way to the further end of the village, 
where in the big lodge of Willie Binns— 
which is his English name—other pot
latches and dances were to take place. 
It was 4 o’clock in the afternoon when 
the Siwashes began to fill the lodge and 
the Euclataw dancers ftom the further 
north began their strange midwinter 
dances. The platform on the rafters 
had been spread with blankets, and 
two blanket-covered trunks were sus
pended from it. Around the walls of 
the big lodge the Indians—men and 
women together in this instance—were 
gathered, a rectangle of excited and 
picturesquely garbed Indians, mauy with 
painted faces and oiled skin.

At one end of the .rectangle, on a 
of dais, sat two klootehmen, 

their heads hung wij^ frayed rope, like 
thé delate ankety, which made headgear 
for chiefs. They were the leaders in 
the song, while a group of siwashes 
near by beat skin drums in accompani
ment. A rythmic but even-toned dirge 
these women chanted, ending their song 
with a wail-like cry, and then from the 
little apartment of matting in which the 
dancers waited, came a shrill aerie cry, 
like the shriek of an eagle.

Out into the open jumped a dancer, 
his bronzed face only partially hidden in 
the strange heed-dress of eagle feathers, 

cluster of which stood up high on 
his head. wl*h twe other c!nst«rs soread 
like huge wings from the side of his 
head-dress. Two long frayed bark ends 
dangled from the wreath of bark which 
circled his brow, and he wore a skirt
like costume little dissimilar from the 
masked dancers ot the open-square, and 
in his hand he carried a great wand, 
with rattles and feathers galore.

To and fro he rushed while the time- 
beaters clapped their hands and beat the 
pine hoard fronting them. His move
ments were slow, and well-timed with 
the clapping and chanting, and the 
dance was unique indeed.’ From the 
tent came another dancer, and together 
they whirled to and fro, their .move
ments being more or less graceful. 
They were, dancing the dance of the 
eagles, swaying to and fro, and they 
stepped from one foot to the other and 
slowly made their way around the rec-

!knows just 
come in attaining success. John Schul-

over-
!r

ADMIRALTY CASE.
" -1*frvw: -v -
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FULL COURT.

The Full court, . consisting of Chief 
Justice Hunter and Justices Walkem 
and Drake, was occupied all df yester
day in hearing the appeal in Niehol vti! 
Poo ley, a case involving the costs in 
the famous libel action of Messrs. Poo- 
ley and Turner vs. Niehol. When the 
action was finally disposed of by a jury, 
giving a verdict fbr Niehol on the third 
trial of the action, Mr. Justice Drake 
decided that the defendant was not en
titled to recover the cost of the first two 
trials, or of the commission appointed 
to take evidence in England. Niehol 
commenced ,an action to recover the 
whole costs, and the defendants in this 
action moved for a stay of proceedings, 
and Mr. Justice Irving held that Niehol 
was not entitled to pursue both remedies 
a^ the same time, but as no appeal had 
been ta'ken from the decision of Mr. Jus
tice Drake he might proceed with this 
action jf he gave an undertaking to 
abide by the order of the trial judge as 
to the abandoned taxation proceedings. 
The argument had not been concluded 
when the court adjourned last evening. 
Mr. E. >P. Davis appeared for Niehol 
and Messrs. R. Cassidy and A. P. Lux- 
ton for the defendant.

LAW EXAMINATIONS.
Yesterday morning the June examina

tions of the Law Society were commenc
ed at the Court House. Thirteen can
didates are writing, one in the prelimin
ary; one on the first intermediate; six on 
the second intermediate; four on the 
finals for barrister and solicitor, and 
one Prinçe Edward Island solicitor for 
call and admission in this province. The 
re .suits will be announced at the meet" 
ing of the Benchers on July 7.
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$9: Ten Thousand Attending the Gathering 
at Rochester.

Rochester, N. Y„ June 23,-The 24th 
annual convention of the Knights of St. 
John was opened here today for a four 
days’ session. It is estimated that fully 
10,000 Sir Knights and their friends are 
in the Éity. A grand" international par
ade, in which fully 5,000 participated, 
took place this afternoon.
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THE CASE OF
MR. H. F. PAGE

w

Spokane Paper Comments on 

(he Inconvenience Me has 

Suffered,

the following letter in regard to his 
trouble over importing "thoroughbred 
horses to the States:

Editor The Ranch :

sit
of Ja qhuesdt"otn thLTnu1*^

rm'tsslble udder the act to he aUowed 
ee entry upon breeding stock whenrif 

tered with the intent of sale New, i 
think this reaches a stage where it tote/ 
ests many of the breeders of tL nE 
■States and Canada, as many of tha în? 
porters are not breeders, and the stocké 
imported with intent to sell w* United States and Canadian importera. 6i 
understand that this is the flm ttoe thll 
question has been raised, atS rt ^ 
sion of Collector HenStle is wheld by hoard of appraisers, it most serious!^ a? 
feet the business of many lmoorter* r 
am informed that a final decision will not 
be reached before August. It la well for 
all importers of pu re-bred* stock to know 
what may occur. By publishing the above 
you may confer a favor upon a number of 
breeders and importers.

Yours truly.

pe
frt

H. F. PAGE.
Commenting on this letter The Ranch 

says:
“The attention of live stock importers 

breeders and the agricultural 'press 
throughout the country generally 
called to the communication which an- 
pears in this issue from H. F. Paze 
relative to the case in which he was 
compelled to pay $1,000 duty on ten 
head of horses which were imported 
mto this state from British Columbia 
during October of last year, notwith
standing that the horses were all accom
panied by the proper registration papers 
of the American Percheron Horse 
Breeders’ Association as required bv 
law. The contention of Collector Heus- 
tis was that inasmuch as the animals 
wore imported to be offered for sale 
they were subject to the duty. Mr! 
Page, through his attorneys, appealed 
the case, and on Monday of this week 
the testimony was heard in this city by 
Judge DeVries, who is one of the three 
members of the board of appraisers 
which holds its sessions in New York 
city, and who is now on a special trip 
to this coast. This board of appraisers 
will take the case under consideration, 
and will render their decision some time 
m August next/

“ In order that the facts of the case 
may be clearly understood, we reproduce 
below that part of Collector Heustis’ 
.etter written to this journal in response 
to a criticism we made regarding his 
action, and which we published in our 
issue of March 13 :

Mr. H. F. Page, the importer you 
mention, is an alien stock breeder resid
ing in British Columbia. On October 
18 last he imported at Sumas four stal
lions and six mares, making entry for 
same as pure-bred Percheron stock and 
claiming they were entitled to 
entry under the provisions of article 475 
of the existing tariff, which provides 
that any animals pure bred of a recog
nized breeder duly registered and certified 
as required by the regulations of the 
honorable secretary of the treasury shall 
be admitted free when imported speci
ally for breeding purposes. Pedigree 
certificates were presented with the 
entry, but as the animals were evi
dently imported for sale, the importer 
was required to deposit the amount of 
duty that would accrue in case the ani
mals were found to be not entitled to 
free entry, and Was given an opportu
nity to produce satisfactory evidence 
riiat they were intended specially for 
vreeding purposes, which said evidence 
was lacking on entry. Neither the 
deputy collector at Sumas noT this office 
questioned the genuineness of the regis
tration papers, as intimated in your edi
torial, ami Mr. Page well knows that 
that was not the reason that he was re
quired to deposit the amount of the 
outy. It was purely a question of evi
dence on the point of the purpose for 
which the animals were imported. As 
you are aware, Percheron horses are 
valuable for draught horses, and when 
imported for that purpose are subject 
:<> duty, and a pçoper enforcement of 
the tariff as well as regard for the pro
tection <)f the interests of American 
stock raisers alike demand a full investi
gation of the facts.’

“As we have stated. Judge DeVries is 
a member of the board of appraisers 
which resides in New York; 
the board <if final appeal upon

The judge, in response to an 
mquiry of a representative of this jour
nal at^ the close of the hearing, stated 
i hat the point raised had never, in his 
opinion, cmne up for decision before. 
He stated that it was purely a question 
ol the interpretation of article 475, and 
the definition of what is meant when it 
says pure-bred animals shall be admitted 
free of duty when imported specially for 
•breeding purposes. '

“When Mr. Page was required to pay 
$1.000 before his horses would be ad
mitted, we félt that it was a decided 
injustice, and contrary to the Spirit of 
the law. We said at the time it .was 
an unwarranted tax,^nd knew that it 
would have the effect of causing a pom- 
pletc cessation of importation of pure
bred stock from British Columbia. Such 
has been the result, which in itself is 
very deplorable, and much to be regret
ted by the stockmen of both sides of the 
line: but if the decision of the collector 
of this district is upheld, it will have an 
effect international in character, and the 
business of importation from foreign 
countries will be brought to an almost 
complete standstill. It is well known 
that many firms make a business of im
porting from Canada and from the Old 
World pure-bred stock of all kinds, and 
that such stock is permitted to pass in 
free, provided it is accompanied by 
proper certificates of registration. The 
government does not follow such stock 
after it leaves the customs office; and 
the importer is free to dispose of the 
-‘■dock to anyone he likes and at what- 

price he can get. If Collector 
Heustis is upheld in his contention that 
pure-bred horses» must be imported for 
breeding purposes only, and cannot be 
sold or worked, it will paralyze the 
whole business of importation, not only 
of horses, but of all other classes of live 
stock.

“We think that the various breeders’ 
associations should act upon this mat
ter, in order to bring properly 
the board of appraisers the widespread 
injury an adverse decision in the Page 
case would have on the whole breeding 
industry.”

is

free

and it is 
such

matters.
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RATTLED BRIDEGROOM'S MISTAKE.
jA young couple were married in Fenelon 

Falls recently, and a number of 'their 
friends and relatives assembled at the rail
way station to see them off on their honey
moon. Old slipers and rice were showered 
on the happy pair as they boarded the 
train. When they got comfortably seeteâ 
•in the car the groom noticed a boot in the 
aisle, and thinking it was one that had 
been thrown Into the car by some of his- 
jovial friends, threw the boot ont of the- 
window as the train was moving. It hap
pened that the boot belonged to a well- 
known Toronto commercial traveler, 
had removed it to ease his weary feet. On 
the arrival of the train at Lindsay the 
bridegroom was compelled to purchase a 
new pair of boots for the drummer.—Lind
say (Can.) correspondence of the Toronto 
Globe.
VBarber—Your hair is 

y°Cu
Have 

tone)—“Ohv
very thin, sir.

tried our special hair wash?” 
stonier (In a reassuring 

no; it wasn't that that did ft.
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