time, and then > b
form a proper estimate of
been accomplished and the si ¢
to be attached to the checks which' our,
columns have meb | o™ e L ogiret
Briefly, then, the war opened withithe
invasion of Natal,” Bechuanaland ‘and,
later, of Cape Colony, Many people won-
dered why the Boers adopted this course,
- but the wisdom of it has been fully de-|
monstrated. South Africa js a ;Sivmntny
of magnificent distances and the Boer
republics can be best reached from Brit-
ish territory by four lines of railway.
One of these is from Capetown and ex:

A LESSON. IN. TRADE
The exponts of cheese and butter from.
‘Canada this year will amount in value
to about $20,000,000, an increase of $4,-
.500,000 over last year. The-increase is
‘pringipally on butter, Our cheese trade
has been larger for some years. ‘In 1894
it had reached 1,712,715 boxes. In 1897
the number of boxes was 2,102,985.
There was a falling off in 1898, but in
1899 an increase is to be noted over the

tends up the Western border of the Tepub-| previous year, the export of 1899 beirg

lics, two others  gnter the FreeState
from the south starting from: thecoast
at Port Elizabeth and New London ‘res-
pectively; the. fourth ‘is from Durban
and has two branches, ope extending
into the Free State and the other into
the Transvaal. The object of the Boers
was to secure control of thege railways.
Hence they seized the’crossing of the
Modder River, thereby taking:possession
of the line from Capetown, of ‘Coles-
burg, which dominates the line from Port
Elizabeth, and of Stormberg, and block
the road from East London. They also
moved down and occupied the north
branch of the Tugela river thereby
commanding the road from. Durban.
These are the strategical results of tbe
Boer movements during the two.months
which elapsed between the breaking out
of hostilities and the arrival of our forces
at the front. Intimately associated with
them was the investment of Mafeking,
Kimberley and Ladysmith, and especial-
iy of the last two points, for this-had a
potent influence in determining the line
of action followed by our forces. If there
had not appeared to be need of relieving
Kimberley, Gen: Methuen ‘*would not
have thought it worth while to attempt
to force the Boer position at Modder
River, and if Ladysmith had not been
threatened Gen. Buller might have.taken
a different course. The movemeénts of
the Boers in the first two months of the
campaign gave them a great strategic ad-
vantage by enabling them.to compel our:
forces to attack them in their chosen
position. This attack has been begun and
while that of Gen. Methuen was at the
first attended with brilliant success, the
others met failure at the outset and he
also found himself compelled to halt in
his advance.

The situation at present may be sum-
med up by saying that our first attempt
to force the carefully prepared positions
of the enemy in three places has proved
unsuceessful, and the want of success
in each ¢ase seems to have been due to
surprise. Gen, Gatacre marched his
men into what he termed “an impossible
position.” Gen, Methuen was astonish-
ed to find the enemy in force in a place
where he did not expeet them; and Gen.
‘Buller discovered that he, too, had fail-
ed to discover aceurately the where-
abouts of his opponents. Here the mar-
ter stands at present.

What this demonstrates is, not that
we are not going to conquer in South
Africa, but that an enemy, with two
months to get ready in and an abund-|.
-amce of modern war material, can so post
his forces as to make it impossible for
attacking columns to carry his positions
by a frontal attack at the'first attempt.
It is not a pleasant lesson and it has been
a costly one.

But this is not the only lesson of the
war, One thing it has demonstrated is
the superiority of. our troops over the
enemy as fighters. So far we have set
the pace in every encountér, and where
we have had half a chance have won.
Another thing is that the quality of our
troops has mot- deteriorated and that the
regimental officers are worthy of the best
traditions of the British army. Another
thing is that the arrangements for the
transport of soldiers and supplies to
the front are all that can be desired.
There is a disposition to ecriticize the
generals for being taken by surprise.
We have not received Methuen’s ex-
planation, but we have those of Gatacre
and Buller. Gatacre’s misfortuhe was
due to the mistake of a guide, and Buller
lost his cannon because of the impetu-
osity of Col. Long. These things are in-
separable from the fortunes of war, and
we must put up with them with as good
a grace as possible. The situation would
present no just cause for anxiety if it
were not for the delay in relieving. the
invested towns, but happily there is as
yet no sign that they are in immediate
danger. .

The important announcement is made
that Lord Roberts of Kandahar has been
appointed commander-in-chief of the
forces in South Africa, with Tord Kitch-
ener of Khartoum chief of staff. [This
cannot be said.to be in consequence of
Gen. Buller’s reverse at Tugela, for we
were told some days previously that Lord

Roberts had been summoned from Ire
land and it was thought, this appointment
was intended. Further reinforcements are
To be sent. As mnearly as we can’ esti-
mate, we think they will number about
25,000,

Satikfactory news comes from Mafe-
king, which though undated shows
that the condition of the beleaguered
garrison was in no sense precarious.

The Modder River despatch contains
the surprising statement that the Free
Staters have dispersed and gone home,
and that some of the Transvaalers have
withdrawn. It is of course intelligible
that after their experience at Belmont
-and Graspan they regard prolonged re-
sistance to our arms as hopeless and con-
sider Methuen’s check at Magersfontein
as only temporary.

Gen: French is pushing forward with

1,896,496 boxes. ,The export of butter
has shown a remarkable growth. In
1895 the number of packages exported
was only 69,654. In the following year
it was 157,321; it -was 225,268 in 1897,
278,922 in 1898, and 471,950 in 1899.
This is a gratifying and very instructive
showing,
changes or preferential scheme or any-
thing else except the application of or-
dinary sound business sense to.the dairy
busigess. In Prof. Robertson the de-
partment of agriculture has an official
who has known how to push the dairy-
ing interest to the front. He has been
in this country long enough. to under-
stand _his business thoroughly, and the
vdajr)'men are every year enjoying more
‘and more of the benefits of his accumu-
lated experience, Mr. Robertson has
studied the British market and has shown
our dairymen how to meet its require-
‘ments, and the results are seen in the
fact that our dairy products are rapidly
advancing towards the -first place in
our exports. \ .
The lesson of this is that a good trade
can be developed in a line of products
only by studying the market, and also
that it is idle to say that there is no
market for any commodity until the at-
tempt to meet the demands of possible
customers has been made in an intelli-
gent and business-like way. We only
mention the matter and draw attention
to the fact that the Orient offers a field
fer Canadian products that may prove
just as valuable as the British market
has for checse and butter. - Those who
remember when the effort was first made
to reach the latter many wise people
prophesied disastrous failure.

WHEN THE HOUSE MEETS.

What will happen when the house
meets is beginning to possess a lively
interest to the public generally. Members
of the government say that they will be
sustained by a very small majority. On
the other hand, some well-informed mem-
bers of the opposition say that the ma-
jority against the ministry will be seven.
Others who are inclined to be more con-
servative in their claims say that Mr.
Semlin will be defeated by three. We
have not formed any definite conclusion
between the conflicting opinions, but be-
lieve that on the first party vote the gov-
ernment will be in such a minority that
its inability to carry om business will be
demonstrated. When once this has been
shown, the government following will
rapidly go to pieces, so that the Lieuten-
ant-Governor will have no difficulty in
finding some one who can form a strong
ministry out of the present house, which
after an adjournment long enough to
enable the by-elections to be held can re-
sume business and carry on during the
next three years.

We repeat that there is no good rea-
son why the house should be dissolved in
the event of Mr. Semlin’s defeat. Fre-
quent a[ipeals to the people are undesir-
able, and if a new government can be
formed which will command the confi-
dence of a majority of the membenrs of
the legislature as now constituted, we be-
lieve the Lieutenant-Governor will favor
such a coarse. He has plenty of prece-
dents for so doing. ‘ '
That the province is-heartily sick of
the, present combination is plain_to the
most casual observer. What the great
majority of the people want is a. gov-
ernment that will exhibit more business
traits and less of the trick of the dema-
gogue.

i
THE EIGHT-HOUR LAW.

It is the intention of the B.A.C. Cor-'
poration to take steps at once to test
the cor;stit’utionality‘qt' the eight-hour
iaw. The company says that the Le
Roi cannot.-be profitably mined by men
working. for the skort day, and it pro-
_Doses- to try -conclusions with the gov-
ernment. As a matter of fact this com-
pany has been persistently violating  the
law, but the government has paid mno
attention to it. Now it has resolved to
take such steps as well compel the gov-
ernment to take it into court, A report
from Rossland says that when -this . is
done a general strike of mipers may be
looked for. The Mine Owners’ Associa-
tion is determined to fight and if the
Miners’ Union is equally firm, a long and
expensive conflict is at hand, and one
which will do the mining interests of the
province a great deal of injury while it
lasts. }

Mr. Clute, who was sent out by the
Dominion government at the request of
the Miners’ Union to investigate alleged
violations of the law prohibiting the im-
portation of alien labor, has found very
little to. do. ‘The petition forwarded to
the government spoke of thousands of
British subjects who were being driven
out of work, by which they ‘supported
families, ‘and were being replaced by im-
ported aliens. The first day’s investiga-
tion showed Mr. Chute that-he had been

* |trom any country iv the world except thel.
] United States, for the act only applies to

It is mot due to any tariff{

| Union that there s ‘5o lawi.to
exi

countries which have legislated against
the importation of, labor from Canada.
Mr. Clite is, however, lookirg- into the/
whole labor guestion; but. we are. mu
‘sure what use the Dominion government
can make of any report he may hand in.

MThere is not the least doubt that the
passage of the eight-hour law has kept
a large amount of capital out of British
Columbia during the present year. Evi-
dence to this effect multjplies from month
to menth. ' If the government had sought
out & means of doing a permanent harm
to the province they could not Have se-
lected anything better calculated for that
purpose.

RAIL TO THE NOR‘TH.

Reports received during the year fully
support the elaim recently made in
United States papers that the whole of
Southeastern Alaska is likely to be the
scene of mining operations. 'That ex-
tensive deposits of low-grade ore are
available at various points is beyond any
doubt, and that low-grade ore is highly
profitable, if ‘it is found in sufficient
quantity, has been demonstrated by the
great success of the Treadwell mine.
Speaking in a general way, a gold-bear-
ing stratum may be said to occur all
along the line of the mountain elevations
on the islands and mainland of South-
eastern Alaska. Nearly threg years ago
the Colonist drew attention to this, ven-
turing the prediction that the same condi-
tion would be found to exist on the east-
ern side of the mountain chain, and the
discoveries in Atlin have since confirmed
this theory. We believe that, just as ex-
ploration is disclosing that the gold-bear-
ing rocks are found all the way along
the ‘coast from Lynn Canal to Prince of
Wales Island, and westward in the archi-
pelago as far as Baranoff Island, so it
will be found before long that the forma-
tion which carries gold in Atlin extends
southeastward on the east side of the
Coast Range, possibly all the way to the
Fraser. However this may be, there is
abundant evidence that the gold mining
industry of the Northwest Coast is only
in its infaney. It is likely to increase
very rapidly during the next few years.

We have already shown by statistics,
the correctness of . which cannot be
called in question, that Victoria has the
lion’s share ‘of the trade of the northern
Canadian gold fields. We .cannot ex-
pect to secure.very much of the business
that will be developed in the territory,of
the United States, but we may look for-
ward to some of the advantages flowing
from it.  Hitherto. Seattle has handled
the greater part of the north-bound busi-
ness to Alaskan points, and this has
been due to that city’s position as the
terminal of all, or nearly all, lines ' of
communication from across the line.
The probability now is that another line
of communication, much quicker than
that by way of Seattle, will be estab-
lished, and it will be ntilized by Port-
iand, San Francisco and other points in
the United States. The Southern Pacific
will seek its share of this northern busi-
ness, and the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy, which is now reaching out for
western business, will see in it a profit-
able field. The route to which we refer
is that which will be established by the
construction of the Port Angeles Eastern
railway, the extension of the E. & N.
railway to the north end of the Island,
and the establishment of ferry conmec-
tion between thest.two railways. When
this route has beén established, there will
be a fleet of steamers plying from the
north end of the Island to points in
Alaska as well as to points on our own
Mainland. President Shaughnessy,  of
the C. P. R., recognizes the importance
of the railway to the north of the Island,
and when in Vietoria a short time ago

this city ought to make a determined
effort to secure its comstruction. Other
well-known . authorities in transportation
matters entertain the same view. We
are strongly of the opinion that a railway
to the north end of the Isdland, with
branches to points on the West Coast
and ferry connection with the Port An-
geles Hastern, is the most important
project that can be suggested in the
interests of Victoria, except a new trans-
continental line following the proposéd
route of the British Pacific.

To secure the early construction - of
such a line should be the end and aim of
every resident of the city of Victoria.
As a purely local road a line to the north
of the Island would in time prove a good
piece of property, but unless it is very
heavily subsidized no capitalists are
likely to take the project up for some
time to come. The men who are ex-
pected to invest their money in such a
road must be shown that there is a pros-
pect of getting some return from it with-
out waiting for the development of the
country through which the line runs.
This can be shown when a sonthern con-
nection is secured.. Suppose.the pro-
moters of such a railway were in a posi-
tion to go into the money maiket and
poiit out that an unbroken Hne of rail,
for ‘the ferry across the Strait would
not be a break in it, had been secured
from a point on a trinscontinental rail-
way in the United States to a point on
this Island only 171 miles from its north-
ern extremity and within a short run by
steamer of Alaska, and that a trade to
the-amount of tens of thousands of tons

brought out under false pretenses. In-

was already being carnied to the North,

to point out £0 the Miners'| ¢

expressed- his 'belief that the people of}

securing the necessary ferry conn

and to use their influence towards pro-
curing the granting of a subsidy from
parliament at its next session.

If this is done, the construction of a
railway to the north end of the Island
‘will be begun in the very near future,
and this of itself will be a great thing
for this city merely because of the local
business which will be developed there-
by. Such a line would do more than
anything else that can be suggested to
secure the supremacy of our city in the
commerce of our own northern gold
fields. It would make Victoria the head-
quarters of that trade., We know that
some people are unable to see that it will
'be of any’ adventage to the city ‘to have
the trade between the United States and
Alaska pass this wag, but such persons
take .a very circumscribed view of the
‘case. The same people never look any
further away than Seattle when they
think of the United States. They forget
that Seattle is not a place where trafiic
originates, but is only a way station’
where goods are transferred from the
rail to steamers, through: the medium’ of
wholesalers. It will not be long before
Alaska will have its own wholesale
houses, which will buy their goods direet
from manufacturers, and they will trans-
port them by the quickest and cheapest
routes. We do not claim that the Van-
couver Island route is likely to be any
cheaper for freight than any other, be-
cause these things always adjust them-
selves to an equality; but it will be by
all odds the quickest route, and can in
this respect never have any competitor.
For passenger, express and mail carriage,
no other route can hope to rival it. Ttis
hardly worth while to address any argu-
ment to those who think that it would
be of no advantage to this city to have
all the tide of travel to and from the
North, except such as goes via the
Canadian Pacific, and even much of
that, pass this way. We are sure of
this, that if the people of Viectoria hold
such a view they are the only people on
the Pacific Coast who would not feel the
benefit to be such that a great effort
ought to be made to secure it. This is
the chief question new before the people
of this city. In 1900 it will be decided
one way or the other.

THE COMING SESSION.

"The Columbian is the only paper sup-
porting the local government that ven-
tures to make any suggestion as to the
policy likely to . be followed when the
legislature meets. Our contemporary
has very great doubt, apparently, as to
the ‘chances of '‘the present ministry’s
ability to control the house, but thinks
if it is not defeated on a ¥ote of want of
confidence early’in the session, it will
introduce as its first measure a redistri-
bution bill. Such a measure will, it
thinks, command a larger vote than any
which can be introduced. Redistribu-
tion is a hobby with the Columbian, but
if’ there is any indication elsewhere in
British Columbia that this ought to be the
paramount question of the hour, the
newspapers of the province do not dis-
close it. = In fact, except the New West-
minster paper the only advocates of any
chartge in this regard are to be found in
the press of the Boundary distriet, and
these think that portion of the province
entitled to a new member, a claim that
perhaps no one will dispute. When the
Columbian talks about redistribution the
chief idea in its mind is the reduction of
the representation of the Island, so that
the control of the province may be cen-
tred in Vancouver and vieinity. The
present government party when in oppo-
sition opposed the increase in the repre-
sentation of Cariboo. and Cassiar, as well
 as advocating the reduction of the Island
representation by taking one member
away from Esquimalt. ' No doubt a plan
to take one member away from Esqui-
malt, Cassiar and Cariboo and distribute
them where they would do the most good
would quite meet - the views of the
Columbian. s

We take issue with our contemporary
as to the importance of redistribution. It
is mot a pressing question. There are
others far more urgent. From time to
time alterations in the boundaries and
numerical representation of constituen-
cies will be made, but temporary in-
equalities are inevitable in a growing
community. Indeed there is no com-
munity in the world where they have
been avoided. .The coming session may
easily be devoted to more vital questions.
The whole industrial position’ of the
province calls for consideration at the
hands of the house. What we hope to
see is the present one-man government
forced to resign, & new ministry formed,
and an adjournment taken for say thirty
days, to give the new ministers time to
appeal to their constituents and to pre-
pare their measures.

The Columbian expects the govern-
ment to have a majority of one on a
straight vote of want of confidence:
This is the utmost it can hope for, but
we feel satisfied that it will not be real-
ized. . The most active politicians on the
opposition side of the house are sanguine
of a government defeat by from three to
seven votes.

¢ Eaoie

The Revelstoke Mail says the Colonist
is the only Conservative paper in British
Columbia that favors federal lines in
iocal politics. We beg to remind the
Mail that the Colonist’s editorials are

and a great host of passengers are mov-

printed on page 4 of each issue,

! seltthat ds politic thongh forceful. : His

hold upon the confidence of his party
GIY- ; B b P B
“In his speechlast night Sir_Charles

A

views on the issuwes of the day in the
federal arena, which are accepted by the
party led by him. It is not necessary
to present a resume of them here, for
they are fully set out in our report of
the meeting. They are pot only " the
views of a party, but of a stitesman,
who' was one of the chief artificers of
this Dominion, and who of ‘all men now
living in Canada has done most to make
our country what it is. ~As such they
would be entitled to and would receive
the greatest consideration, apart from
the fact that they represent the principles
and policy ‘which the people will ratify
when next they are appealed to.
. The visit of the veteran leader to the
province and this city will have an ex-
cellent effect. = He comes at a particu-
larly  favorable time in one respect, be-
cause he finds / the Liberals a badly
divided party, and many of them are
ready to transfer their allegiance to the
men who stand in our politics for the
policy of progress and good government.
He will leave the Conservative party
here stronger than he found it, and it
was already strong enough to carry the
province, 3

We wish Sir Charles a safe and pleas-
ant journey back to Ottawa, and can
assure him that he ledves in British
Columbia a united and growing party
that only awaits the opportunity to re-
trieve the result of 1896.

THE PORT ANGELES EASTERN.

We learn that the Port Amngeles-East-
ern Railway Company have their affairs
in such a shape that the construction of
the line next season is now beyond all
doubt. In other words, the little city
across the Strait will by this time next
year be in the enjoyment of transconti-
nental railway, connection, This news
is of very great interest to the people of
Victoria, for it means that, if wise coun-
sels prevail, we will be able before
Christmas, 1900, to embark on a rail-
way ferry here for any point in the Uni-
ted States or Canada, and will have only
a short hour’s run across the water to
reach a Pullman car. We believe that the
people of this city will do what is neces-
sary to secure such a connection. ¢

The Port Angeles railway will undoubt-
edly be an excellent piece of rcad. The
country that it will open up is one of the
richest in the world as far as timber re-
sources go, and as we Showed in an ar-
ticle in these columns a day or two ago,
lumber is rapidly becoming king in the
United States. The quantity of growing
timber of the finest quantity that will
be made available to eastern markets by
this railway is almose beyond calcula-
tion. The other resources of the Olym-
pic peninsula are known to be great.
We look for an era of progress across
the Strait such as has been enjoyed in
different periods by other localities after
the inaguration of railway communica-
tion.

We are also wery confident that, when
this line has been constructed, the im-
portance of Port Angeles as a shipping
point will be enormously increaséd. It
has the finest harbor on the Pacific Coast
of the Unitéd States, and its proximity
to the ocean makes it one of the cheap-
est. We look to this railway as likely to
furnish Portland, San Fnancisco and
other points mot on -Puget Sound an
avenue by which they will reach out for
the great trade to be developed in Alas-
ka. If the matter is wisely handled this
trade will find its way through the whole
length of Vancouver Island, and Victoria
will reap great benefit therefrom.

VICTORTA AND SOUTH AFRICA.

A paragraph in yesterday’s Colonist
mentioned that Flag-Captain Prothero,
of the cruiser Doris, had been wounded
in South Africa, and that Capt. Prothero
is a brother of Mr. Ernest Prothero, of
this city. This suggests the fact that
many Victorians have a personal interest
in what is transpiring in South ‘Africa,
quite apart from the fact that our con-
tingent of 26 mren are serving with the
Canadian Regiment under Methuen. Mr.
G. A. Kirk, of Turner, Beeton & Co., has
two brothers there, one of them being
with Methuen. . A Victorian, whose
name we do not now recall, has a brother
who was among the prisoners taken by
the Boers after the stampede of the
mules. Capt. R. 8. Chaplin, of the
10th Hussars, also serving in South
Affrica, is not a Victorian, but as he was
recently married to Miss Maud Duns-
muir, his presence at the front is a mat-
ter of interest to a large circle here.
Doubtless there ‘are many other Vic-
torians who have relatives at the seat of
war, and we are sure it would be of
very much interest to the public gener-
ally to know their names, and to what
command they are attached. It does not
matter in what capacity they are serv-
ing, so that they are * soldiers of the
Queen.” The Colonist will be very
much pleased to publish the names- of
any- such, with such particulars as their
friends care to have made public. Such
things as this show how closely the Em-

pire is welded together.
-_—

An Interior paper refers to Premier
Semlin as “ Charley.” It is not a very

important matter, perhaps, but we think

and the country grows stronger every

presented clearly and powerfully the|
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the newspapers' of British Columbia
should refrain from the habit of speak-
ing ,t_:t public men by familiar nick-
names,

el s
' So it appears that the original Wilson
plan was to keep that gentléeman’s nom-
ination' secret. That also was the plan
proposed at New Westminster in regard
to the platform. It was to be a veiled
platform, but some -'newspaper fellow
gave the thing away. The ides seemed to
be that so marvellous a document ought
not to be given to the world all at once.
A secret leader and a secret platform
would have been a delicious combindtion.

(From Sunday’s Daily Edition.)
Navigation in
' B. C. Waters.

Notices To Shipping Men Issued
by the Marine and Fish-
eries Department.

Queen City From West Coast—
Anticipated Rush to Nome—
Quadra in Port.

The department of marine and fisher-
ies under date of November 28 has issued
a circular notice to mariners regarding
navigation in British Columbia waters.
The two new lighthouses—on ' Point Is-
land and on Dryad Point, Campbell Is-
land, respectively—are described, to-
gether with hydrographic notes affecting
the same. Notice is given of an un-
charted rock in Methlacatlah bay and
also of the removal and change in color
of the Hodgson Reefs’ buoy.

A lighthouse erected by the govern-
ment on Pointed island, Fitzhugh sound,
east entrance to Lama passage, was put
in. operation on the 5th instant, latitude
north 52 degrees 3 minutes 48 seconds,
longitude west 128 degrees 58 minutes
and 40 seconds. The light is a fixed
white light, elevated 42 feet above high
water, and should be visible 12 miles over
an arc 214 degrees between .the bearings
of 8. 56 degrees E. (S. 31 degrees E.
true) through south and west to N. 22
degrees W. (N. 3 degrees E. true). The
illuminating apparatus is dioptric of the
seventh order. F

A lighthouse, erected by the govern-
ment on the extremity of Dryad point,
(Turn point) Campbell island, northern
entrance of Main passage, Seaforth chan-
nel, was put in operation on the Tth in-
stant latitude north 52 degrees 11 min-
utes 14 seconds, longitude west 128 de-
grees 8 minutes and 24 seconds. The
light is a fixed white light, elevated 36
feet .above high water mark, and should
be visible eleven miles over an arc 257
degrees, between the bearings E. 63 de-
grees . (8. 37 degrees E. true) through
south, west and north to N. 14 degrees
E. (N. 40 degrees E. true). The illumin-
ating apparatus is dioptric of the sev-
enth order. ‘The lighthouse is on the
point named on the admiralty charts
Turn point. In order to distinguish it
from Turn point, Stuart island, on which
a lighthouse is already maintained, the
geographic board will change its name
to Dryad point, commemorating the nam
of a brig belonging to the Hudson’s Bay
Co., which was engaged in company with
the brig “Lama,” in 1833, in carrying
materials, etc., for the construction ot
Fort McLaughlin, near the site of the
nearby existing village of Bella Bella.

The captain of the D. G. S. Quadra re-
ports, in connection with the establish-
went of the above lighthouse, that Dryad
points extends nearly 300 feet east of
the shore line shown on admiralty chart
No. 2,449; that the islet shown east of
the point is mot visible in coming from
the westward until the extremity of the
point bears southward of S. by E. 3 E.
There is a small rock, awash at extreme
low water, 135 feet S. E. by S. from the
islet, and another rock, which shows
four feet at ‘high water, 200 feet N. N.
W. from the lighthcuse. 'The two-
fathom pateh, shown on the chart N. E.
of Song island, does 1ot exist.

A rock, not marked by kelp, with 1%
fathoms wuater on it, which will be named
Cutch rock, has been located by Capt.
Walbran,, of the D..G. S. Quadra, in
Metlahcatlah bay, between Alford reefs
and, Knight island, latitude north 54 de-
grees 18 minutes 30 seconds, longitude
west 130 29 minutes and 15 seconds:
Mariners are advised to enter Metlah-
catlah bay by the passage west of Al-
ford reefs and Devastation island, which
is well buoyed, in preference to using the
eastern channel, Vessels entering, after
passing Devastation island, should bring
the middle of the three singular trees
(with all lower branches cut away) on
Shrub islet to bear N. E. by E., and keep
that course until they bring Straith point
in. one with the middle of the largest
Cridge island, bearing 'S. S. E. They
should then alter their course for the
fairway between the beacon north of
Shrub island and‘the buoy on Kelp roek.

The buoy maintained - on Hodgson
reefs, Chatham sound, having broken
adrift, has been replaced by a new buoy,
which has been moored in 9% fathoms,
northward and westward of the old po-
sition of the buoy, kelp having been seen
outside the old location, latitude morth
54 degrees 22 minutes 20 seconds, longi-
tude west 130 degrees 32 minutes and 10
seconds. The extreme westerly edge of
Hodgsoun reefs is 3% cables eastward of
the buoy, and between the buoy and the
reefs is a narrow ledge with 5% fath-
oms. Outside the buoy the water deep-
ens rapidly to 20 fathoms. - From the
buoy inits new position the south tan-
gent of Ryan point bears due east (8. 63
degrees E. true), distant 2 miles 13

W

cables, and Dawes point, Tugwell island.
bears 8, 4115 degrees east’ (8. 1414 E.
true). - As the flood tide sets into Chat-
ham sound from the northward through
Dixon entrance, Hodgson reefs buoy has
bee_n ghunged in color from red to black,
as it is on the port hand going with the
main stream of flood.

AllL bearings, unless otherwise noted,
are magnetic and are given from sea-
‘ward, miles are mautical miles, heights
are above high water, and all depths are
at. mean low water. Pilots, masters, or
others interested are earnestly requested
to send information of dangers, changes
in aids to navigation, motice of mew
shoais or channels, errors in publications,
or any other facts affecting the naviga-
tion of Canadian waters to the chief en-
gineer, department of marine and fisher-
ies, Ottawa, Canada. -

THE CAPE NOME EXCITEMENT.

Venturesome Argonauts Already TLeav-
ing For the New Northern
Gold Fields.

The stampede to the placer diggings nt
Cape Nome promises to eclipse the fam-
ous rush to the Klondike of a few years
ago, and already many venturesome
spirits are leaving for the great new
Northland in the hope of being able to
reach the mines at an earlier date than
would be the case were they to wait until
Nome can be reached by steamship
direct by-the opening of navigation at the
1st of Jume. As indicative of the im-
mensity of the rush morth to the new
Eldorado next spring, it may be men-
tioned that the Sound papers contain
pages of advertisements of transporta-
tion facilities to the Nome gold fields.
While the big rush will of course take
place during April, May and June, there
will be quite an exodus northwards from
the Coast all winter. Seattle reports
upwards of a thousand gold-seekers al-
ready assembled in that city. . The Post-
Intelligencer is responsible for the state-
ment that a considerable number are
already leaving for the North. The win-
ter route by which these venturesome
“early birds” will travel is by steamer
from Coast cities to Skagway, where the
White Pass & Yukon road furnishes
transportation to Bennett. The journey
from Bennett to Dawson is made over
the government mail trail along the
Yukon, which will be kept open all win-
ter. A majority of those going at this
early season intend wintering in the
Klondike capital. where reports say there
is a scarcity of labor on account of the
e¢xodus to Neme. They intend to work
for wages there until the latter part of
April and then go down the Yukon to
Nulato. The boats are expected to ar-
rive at this place not later than May 10.
From Nulato it will be mnecessary. to
make an overland journey in a morth-
westerly . diregtion to; salt. water, a dis-
talce of about 100 miles, then follow an
ice and land route a further distance of
125 miles to Nome. The Canadian De-
velopment Company announce the com-
pletion of their line of road-houses from
Lake Bennett to Nome City and together
with the White Pass & Yukon road are
industriously, eirculating printed matter
descriptive of the route.

—_—
QUEEN CITY IN.

After a Pleasant and Successful Voyage
To West Coast Ports.

The steamer Queen City arrived from
West Coast ports early yesterday after-
noon with a good passenger list and
lightly laden with freight. The Queen
City had a splendid trip, good weather
being experienced both going and com-
ing. The weather on the coast was be-
ginning to assume a decidedly wintry
appearance, Alberni being under a man-
tle of white. "The schooner Vera was
spoken going into Ciayoquot. The fol-
lowing passengers came down by the
Queen City: C. Frank, H. Burnett, A.
Engvick, O. C. Matherson, J. J. McKay,
C. A. Karman, Geo. Brown, T. Stack-
holm, Capt. McKiel, G. A. Huff, F. T.
Child, J. Baird, F. Murton, A. Vandon
and A. E. Bby. The Queen City will
sail again on the 20th inst.

i ST

——
THE UQADRA IN PORT.

a Cruise to West Coast
Lighthouses.

Back from

Dominion government steamer Quadra
is back from a cruise to West Coast
lighthouses, after a very stormy trip.
The Quadra reports that Thom_us I_)ﬂ_v—
kin, keeper of the Carminah Peint light-
house had a narrow escape from drown-
ing’ while attempting to remove a quan-
tity of goods from the wrecked barken-
tine Uncle John. - Mr. Daykin’s small
boat was swamped by the wreckers and
he was thrown into the sea, but he man-
aged to get ashore safely. The Uncle
John is still visible to passing vessels,
but her hull has broken in two.

COOS BAY BLOCKED.

S
Harbor Entrance Barricaded by a Bar
in Consequence of Recent Storms.

Local shipping men will be interested
ih learning that Coos Bay harbor, Or.,
is blockaded by a new bar, formed as a
tesult of the big southeaster which pre-
vailed during the month of November.
The bar has shoaled so that a number of
steamers and ships there cannot get out.
Recent reports say there are two new
channels through the bar, but neither of
them is deep enough to carry the coast-
wise craft now in the harbor.
—_———
SEALERS A DEPART.

A Number of the Loeal Fleet Have
Sailed for Southern Waters.

It is expected that the increased prices
received for skins at the December sales
held in London on Friday last, and noted
in the Colonist yesterday, will have a
stimulating effect on the sealing industry.
Four more of the local fleet sailed yes-
terday on the cruise to southern waters.
the Vera, Carlotta G. Cox, Umbrina and
Ocean Belle. The Teresa, Cant. Myers,
and the Sadie Turpe!, Capt. McDounzall,

will sail early in the week.

Chétles' Tupper
Prior Tell of Pror
of Liberals.

to Send Continge
South Africa.

arte Trying to Stir
Discord in the Pro
of Quebec.

Sir Charles Tupper, the ve
«of the Conservative party, |
‘the latest field of battle, whe
.ed in the overthrow of the
,government, spent yesterday
of Victoria friends, and in
addressed a large meeting
toria theatre. Aflthough th|

.campaign was one of the bk

“has been fought in Canada fq
Charles comes out of it looki
as ever for another campaigr
about all yesterday morniy
friends, and in the afternoo
guest of Col. Prior and Mr.
Yictoria representatives in th)
‘Commons, at luncheon at
Club. Mr. Barle was unfort
sent through illness. B
Charles Tupper there were p
mier Semlin, Sir Hibbert
Premier Turner, Hon. E. D¢
D. Helmcken, M. P. P.,
Pooley, M. P. P.; A. E. M¢
P. P, G. H. Burns, W. H.
Wolley, W. McDowall, W. C
Hanington, G. A. Keefer,
A. J. C. Galletly, J Taylor,
nard, F. G, Vernon, T. B. H
sidy and F: C. Gamble.

Long before the hour fis
opening of the evening
theatre was comfortably fill
chestra entertaining the ea
auntil the rise of the curtain.
Helmcken, Q. C., M. P. P,, 1
the Victoria Liberal-Conserv
eiation, occupied the chair,
those on the platform besides
Tupper were Sir Hibbert T
Col. Prior, M. P., Senator
A. E. McPhillips, M. P. P.,
Dewdney, Henry Croft, F. §
Hon. C. E. Pooley, Hon. J.
1. G. McQuade, Hon. F.
Capt. Clive Phillipps-Wolley,
C. H. Lugrin, J. B. McKilli
Robertson and James Harve,

Mr. H. D. Helmcken, -in (
meeting, referred to the fact
Fears ago he had had the
introducing Sir Charles Tupp{
toria audience. On that oce
was a representative audien:
was pleased to see another ls
ing present to welcome the C
chieftain. It was due to
who had been doing yeoman|
fruits of which were shown if
toba elections. At the time
of confederation were being
British Columbia had no ti
than Sir Charles, then Dr. ']
although upwards of 78 yes
was still working hard for
later years with the aid of &
Hibbert Tupper. The chai
to the war in South A 1, A
ing of a Canadian contingenf
mitted to the audience the folid
lution, moved by Mr. W. A.
and seconded by Mr. George

“ Resolved that this reg
meeting of Victoria citizens
Pplace on record a renewed ex
their confidence in the justi
cause for which our
fighting in South Afric
loyalty to their Queen ar
we hereby pledge our =up
Crown in any way that may
to secure the triumph of
and the maintenance of fre
equal rights in all portions o
Ppire.”

The resolution was carri
and the audience,

‘Save the Queen.”

Mr. Helmcken announced
"Thomas Earle, M. P., was w1
present on account of illness
Col. Prior. M. P., although
from a severe cold, would ad|
audience,

Col. Prior, after the appld
which he was received had
said that, although suffering
severe cold, he could not allo
tunity like the present to pa
taking some part. He realizd
people had not come to heaq
representative, but to hear t
statesman in Canada. (
There might be more silv
orators, but none who had
for Canada. However, his
his past life spoke for the C
leader. With the exceptio
dinner speeches, it had been a
since he had the pleasure of §
his constituents, and, as was
banquets he sat side by sid
enemy, and was expected to
with them. On the public plat
ever, one could speak his mind
three and a half years sinecd
servative party had been relegg
cold shades of opposition, h:
put there by the machine nf
the Liberals. The people hag

‘to reflect on the change, and

tended to show that the vas
were in favor of seeing the Co
back in power.

The longer the Liberals wer|
the more did the desire for
back to the old party become
ed. The Liberals had made n

‘ises, hardly one of which the|

ried out. When they got
there were to be no more
everybody was to be happy.
Laurier had promised one tt
part of Canada and directly t
at the other end of the Domi
said that once they were in

“would expose scandalous op

the Conservative party. Thd
tives had awaited with confi{
promised exposures and their
had not been misplaced, for th
ed to show a single thing th
for the good of the country.
Liberals had assumed the rei
the taxation had increased b
lion dollars or $1.27 per heg
penditure, which Sir Richard
and others when in oppositi
clared to be outrageous, ha
creased by sight million dollg
and the debt which was

ed out when they got into offi
increased by six millions.

blue books showed all this, so




