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MR OGLIE 0N YOKON

The Famed Explorer Treats a Vie-
toria Audience From His Store-
house of Faets.

e
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A Brief Deseription of the Routes

and Perils to Avoid on Sea {

and Shore.

Golden Klondyke But an Insignifi-
cant Part of the Northern
Treasure Fields.

A very happy idea was that of secur-
ing for Victoria the opportunity of hear-
ing Mr. William Ogilvie, F.R.G.8,, ina
lecture on the Yukon region, for that
gentleman is known as the greatest
authority on that now famous country,
and people throughout the world
are to-day keenly anxious to ob-
tain all the information that can be had
in regard to its history, characteristic
resources and probable future. Con-
sequently the audience crowded Insti-
tute hall when the great explorer last
night gave some of his experiences in
the Yukon, and told about the climate
and natural resources” of the immense
region  with which he is so well ac-
quainted. The high opinion the public
have formed of Mr. Ogilvie’s services,
was shown by theapplauseas he entered
the hall, and no one who heard him
speak could fail to be favorable ' im-
pressed with the simple, unaffected
natural, yet impressive, manner of his
discourse.

Hon. Col. Baker in introducing Mr,
Ogilvie, remarked jokingly that the rea-
son all were assembled was that Mr.
Kains was prospecting for gold—and
locating his old friend Mr. Ogilvie in
town had prevailed upon him to give
this lecture for the benefit of St. James’
church, with which Mr. Kains is prom-
inently identified. That was the reason,
a charge had been made at the door, the
collection being taken with the consent
of Hon. Clifford Sifton, Mr, Ogilvie’s
chief. Col, Baker referred to Mr. Ogil-
vie’s great services as an explorer in the
Norta during the past ten years, for
which he had received the medal
of the Royal Geographical Society
and had been made a Fellow
of that celebrated body. After
speaking of Mr. Ogilvie’s great services
to Canada, Col. Baker remarked amid
applause that while there is gold in the
Klondyke, yet he believed that in the
great mineral belt of gold and silver ex-
tending from the southern to the north-
ern boundary of the province, British
Columbia has greater wealth than even
the far-famed region. (Applause.)
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MR. OGILVIE.

The Distinguished Explorer Happily Intro-
duces His Meost Interesting Subject
and Deals With the Routes.

Mr. Ogilvie then came forward, and,
after the noise of the hand-clapping had
subsided, said :

Mr. Chairman ladies and gentlemen:
After the very flattering introduction
given me by the chairman and your very
hearty reception, I feel called upon to
make a few preliminary remarks in ex-
planation of my position. I have come
totally unprepared except for a few notes
I made this morning, having, I'may say,
had to snatch the time for the purpose
from my visitors, who wanted to get in-
formation from me—but I have been
able tu compile a few.notes. You know
the general explanation which is often
used by the good lady of the house when
she says that your visit is altogether un-
expected and has taken her by surprise,
although you know that she hag notonly
been good enough to expect, but has also
during the past few days been busy
making preparations for your comfort.
However, you will see that I am not in
that position, but am really in the posi-
tion in which the good lady of the house
professes to be and isnot; with this im-
portant difference that I cannot ¢ cook ”’
that which I have toserve to you.

If you will kindly allow this to be un-
derstood, and pardon any shortcomings,
I will do my best to give you all the in-
formation I can, and if you do see any
fault please attribute it to this want of
preparation. My hands are tied officially
and I am not able to disclose certain
things until a certain bluebook is pub-
lished at Ottawa, which I hope will be
early next year. I must aleo say that
never but once beiore have I occupied a
similar position to that in which I am
placed to-night, and that on that occa-
sion I acted as chairman,

Now, to make a commencement of the
subject, we will assume that we want to
vigit the Yukon.country. I may say,
Mr, Chairman, that I object to the use
of the name Klondyke, because that is
80 small a portion of the territory we
have up therein the Yukon region, in
comparison with which the area of the
Klondyke would not compare any more
than my hand would with that black-
board, and nearly all that vast stretch of
country has yet to be prospected.

I will first introduce you to the sev-
eral routes into this great gold-bearing
region which are now known. Leaving
Victoria by any one.of the steamers
which ruun from here, we make our way
through the well known Seymour nar-
rows, taking care to time that passage to
reach there at a suitable stage of the
water, for it is well known that no ship
can go through except at either high
or low tide. 'In a few days, according to
the capality of the steamer, we reach
Port Simpson, the most northerly sea-
port in British Columbia or Oanada on
the Pacific ocean. If we wish to
make our way in in British bot-
toms we can hlere take the
Fvegs. steamers Wand pl'ocoedi el i‘:gm

ort Simpson to Wrangel, it being about
170 miles from the former point to the
mouth of the Stickeen river; proceeding
up that river about 150 miles, or per-
haps a little less distance, as will be
proved when the surveys are made for
the proposed railway facilities, That
distance occupies sixty hours or a little
more. From the head of the Stickeen,

the road wonld follow through an undu-

lating country which presents no ob-
stacles to railway eonnt?uctioh, and for
the greater part of the distance of
150 miles is ‘pretty well covered with
timber. I would mention, howetver, that
the natural food n&r ly available for
horses will not be su gent for ary great

number. It might be said that enough
would he found for say two hundred
head, but any great naumber would soon
eat off what there is and it will be
necessary that such arrangements shall
be made as will render it possible for the
natural supply to be increased by im-
porting sufficient for any number over

‘and above that.

Arrived at the head of Teslin lake, we
produce our whipsaws and commence to
get out lumber for our boats. Now,
whipsawing has been said to be one of the
inventions of Satan, and when two are
doing that work it is necessary for suc-
cess that one ghall push and the other
shall pull; but when, as is too often the
case with the tenderfoot, both either
pull or both push, there is likely to be
some enquiry from the man who is
above what the other fellow is doing,
and there may be some complimentary
language indglged in and the man be-
low ask his partner to come down and
have it out. And if the same man below
gets a grain of sawdust in his eye during
the progress of the quarrel there will ‘be
quite a sulphurous atmosphere for some
time. After a while though in spite of
these ditficulties the boat will be finally
got ready and then commences the trip
down the Teslin lake, which is 80 miles
long and bounded on both sides by high
mountains. This distance is of course
only as I have been told. We arrive at
the head of the Hootalinqua after tra-
versing the lake. This river is marked
on the map as being the Teslin, which
is the Indian name for a fish which
is caught in the lake, The Hoota-
linqua river is about 125 miles long
—or a total distance from Victoria to
Dawson Oitﬁ by way of the Stickeen,
Teslin and Hootalinqua route, of 1,600
miles. At two points, one near the head
of the river and one quite & distance be-
low, there are obstacles in the way of
steamboat navigation at certain times of
the year, during certain stages of the
river.
broadens out into innumerable channels
until at last, at the lower end, it widens
to two and a half miles. If one of these
channels were deepened -out, a sufficient
depth of water could be obtained to
allow of a free passage for a steamer
drawing three or four feet without diffi-

cultf'.

I leave you now at the mouth of the
Teslin, and go back to Wrangel, where
we take an American boat to Junean.
There has been during the last few
months some talk in regard to a proposed
route by wayof Taku Inlet. In 1894
and 1895 I was employed to go in that
portion of the country. Taku Inlet is
something about eighteen miles long,
and leadsup to a glacier of much greater
size and affording considerably more
danger to boats than the much talked of
Muir glacier in Alaska. Theice is cast off
in great avalanches and is continually
breaking off. I bave visited. the Muir
glacier and have never seen a breéaking
take place; whereas in Taku, where I
remained for three weeks, I saw large
bodies of ice break away every day,

water that is dangerous to boats even to
so great a distance as three miles away
from the glacier. This Taku river ex-
tends for gixty miles. There are enor-
mous gravel bars  which rende:
it impossible for steamboats to navi-
gate it, although it is said
they might during the months of
June or July—or during the warm wea-
ther. From the forks we go up by the
left-hand branch about. nine miles over
to Tagish lake. Along this route we meet
with no very great difficulties, and keep
up about nine miles, going *past the 8il-
ver Salmon creek. In regard to this
route I may say, however, that I have
not examined any considerable portion
of it, but civil engineers are now explor-
ing it and their reports will of course be
made public.

From the summit there will be no
difficulty in constructing a road to the
head of Teslin lake. Wehave here then,
two roads—one of them offering almost
perfect advantages with the additional
greater one that it can be called an all
Oanadian route if we choose to so name
it.  We go back again to the coast, now,
and proceed a hundred miles above up
to Skagway, where we find the cele-
brated White pass route. From tide water
to the summit of the White Pass is a
distance of about seventeen miles; four
miles being through all timber. Above
that the valley breaks, and any road will
have to be constructed to lead along the
hillside. An elevation of 2,600 feet is
reached at the summit of the pass. Once
on the summit the remainder of the 35
miles is tolerably level but is extremely
rocky, and the land is of very little
value.

We now go to the Dyea route, which
has been used by the Indians for gener-
ations. And it is evident that they
knew their business in selecting it. The
word Dyea is itself an Indian one, mean-
ing “ pack’’ or “load ’—a very appro-
priate name for the trail. From tid¢=
water to the mouth of the canyon it

well be imagined, as easy almost as to
construct one along one of your city
streets. From the mouth of the canyon
to Sheep Camp, construction is more
difficult; in fact it would probably be
necessary to suspend the road by iron
girders from the sides of the eliffs. From
Bheep Camp to the head of the climb is
yet more difficult, as all 'who bhave
gone over the road will heartily agree.
It is very steep and very, very stony.
From the summit to Lake Lindeman
there is a decline of 1320 feet, and the
road has been somewhat improved of
late. Lake Lindeman itself, the first
lake, is about four and a half miles long
and between Lake Lindeman and Lake
LeBarge there is a sandy ridge three-
quarters of a mile long which brings us
to the end of the present Dyea route, .

Lake Bennett, which is first encoun-
tered on what is known as the Bkagway
route, ig for the first half of its length
narrow and comparatively shallow.
The other end of the lake is fully
exposed to the strongest winds
prevailing in that district, and which
frequently get up a very ugly sea, de-
cidedly dangerous for small boats, as I
have myself experienced. Cariboo cross-
ing, which is about two and a half miles
long, brings us to Tagieh lake, which is
about 17 miles long. Here the Mounted
Police and Onnndglan customs officers
have been stationed. The geography of
Tagish lake igalready pretty well known,
nor need any special attention be given
to Marsh lake.

Twenty-five miles from Marsh lake we
come fo the omgon where the river
is very swift mmplﬂu between al-

most cu alls. . Running
the canyon is easily practicable pro-
vided the boat be kept in the
Wi centre of the stream. Do this
a:? the boat rides - through safely,~ If
notshe will be dashed against the side
walls of basaltic rock and pounded to

A few miles below, the river

which in every case create a surge in the.

would be as easy to build a road as can.

pieces. In the middle of .the canyon,
which is about ights of & mile long,
is the basin—a circular pool from which:
it would impossible for a man to climb.
out of. At the foot of the eanyon is a '
very.large rapid through which the boat
goes g0 fast that she:dips into them, !
taking in water unless the greatest care
is: taken. Should she get into the
eddy, man, and : boat will - .be
thrown on the bank  whether they
will or mo.  Below the canyon
there is another rapid, which, however,
offers no special obstacle to a man want-
ing to'go through. I've been throngh.

elow that is what is known as the
White Horge rapid. Now.you can run
the White Horse if you want to—at least
you can try to. I domn’t. I traced up
thirteen men who had lost their lives in
ranning’ this rapid in a single season,
and though I cannot say so for ecertain,
I believe that this -must have been a
large proportion of those who made the
attempt. Of course for those who want
to do the daring deed and talk about
it . afterwards, there is the White
Horse rapids. to be run. I don’t do
it, however, Below, at the Five Fingers,
the river is partially dammed by a con-
glomerate rock standing like a’ pillar in
the stream. Avoidiag it, let the boat go
easy and all will be well. But see that
the boat does’t dip or she will take much
more water than yon uire. Below
this there is another rapid, and then the
smooth and unhampered river, from
which on everything is all right.

Of the Dalton trail I know hothing by
Peuonal observation—only by report.

had an interview with "Mr, Dalton,
from whom the trail is named, in 1896,
and I have also talked with Mr. Mec-
Arthur, our surveyor, who has spent
some time in that district recently., Of
course the substance of his report can-
not be divulged at present.

The summit of this trail isabout forty-
five miles from the coast and 3,000 feet
above the sea; the watershed is about 75
miles from the coast and Dalton’s trad-
ing post 100 miles from the coast. Thence
to the Pelly is 200 miles further. This
route passes over a nice undulating
plain, well timbered in the valleys and
with grass on the slopes, but notenough
to feed any number of animals. The
first 34 miles of the Dalton trail is in dis-
puted territory, the rest of it in Canada,
just as iz the case with the Dyea and
Skagway trails. Now, for my part, I
think that it is our duty as Canadians to
sink all political differences — to
let the -fire of patriotism con-
sume all feelings that would tend
to retard the acquisition of this most de-
sirable line as an all-Canadian route to
the Yukon (applause), so that we may
enjoy as far as possible the benefits that
region will bring if we use our rights
wisely and well. We have the best end
of the Yukon river—that is certain, In
going down thé Yukon in a steamer re-
cently from Dawson City, the first 140
miles was m without any difficulty,
and until we got below Circle City there
was no trouble. But below that the
steamer began to labor, the water
got shallower, and the steamers have
often been detained on sand bars
for weeks. It is a common occurrence
to be delayed hours and even days on
bars and in on what is known as the
Yukon flate, jast below Circle City. Not
once is there difficulty of this kind found
in our part of the river, but in the
Alaska portion it is an every day occur-
rence for a steamer to stick. I know of
one steamer that stuck for three weeks,
another that was on a sand bank for four
or five days till another steamer came
along and bunted her off, and then
stuck on the same bar herself—and I
don’t know how long she stayed there.
(Langhter.) i

The navigation of the Yukon river in
the upper part is open from May till the
middle of October; while at the mouth
it is not open before the 1st July, and
navigation does. not last longer than the
18t of October—that is only from two
and a half to three months—and it takes
river steamers fourteen, fifteen and six-
teen da{le to get up the river to Dawson.
8t. Michael’s, the headquarters of the
river boats, is 80 miles from the mouth
of theriver, and -only in. ecalm "weather
can the steamers cross that bit of open
sea, Of course this route bv way of
St. Michael’s with-its river diffic ulties is
not our road. We have a right to navi-
gate the Yukon, but, as I said before, it
is not our route.

Now I will tell you the vessels that are
engaged at present navigating the Yakon.
The Alaska Commercial Company have
two large steamers, the Alice and the
Bella, besides smaller ones named
Margaret and the Victoria, last be-
ing named after Queen Victoria as it
was built in the Diamond Jubilee year
and launched about the time of the
Jubilee. There was also two othér small
steamers belonging to the company run-
ning at the mouth of the river. The
North American Transportation and
Trading Company have three steamers
and contemplate putting on two more
next summer,
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EARLY GOLD DISCOVERIES.

Disappointments and Difficulties of the First
Prospectors—Rich Ground Struck
Eleven Years Ago.

Next let me tell you something abont
the history of the discovery of gold in
the Yukon. Early in the ’70’s an at-
tempt was made to get over to Tedlin
lake by Cassjar miners, who learned of
the existence of a large lake northward
from Cassiar. Several people tried, but
unsuccessfully, and returned disgusted.
In 1872; September 2, two north of Ire-
land men, from county Antrim, named
Harper and F. W. liart; Geo. W Finch,
who came from the vicinity of
Kinggton; Andrew = Kanselar, a
German; and Sam. Wilkinson, an
Englishman, left Manson Oreek to go on
a prospecting trip down the Maekenzie
river. Harper, because there had been
found gold on the Liard, which empties
into the Mackenzie, was under the im-

ression that there-wasgold on the Mac-

enzie. He made his way down to what
is known as Half-Way river. There he
met a party of men surveying for the C.
P. railway, and unwittingly helped to
drive a epike- in one great highway,
because they gave their boat to
the survey men to make their
way up the Peace river. Harper.
and the others packed their provisions
up the Half Way river and over a two.or
three mile portage to the waters of the
Nelson river, down which they weat an-
til they found it safe for the passage’ of
canoes, where they made a cache and
proceeded to make three dng out canoes
with which to descend the Nelson.

government to examiine the ]

In 18911 was sent by the Dotinion |that!

Well; ‘Harpar’s party mdde théir wa
down¢to the ‘arg river where the me’t
two hen named McQuester ‘and ‘Mayo.
Wilkineon determined to try his luck
on the Liard, and left the others.
Harper,  Hart, . the German and
Finch went d;’&vn e Mackenzie across
to the Peel "ahd ‘theénce over to Bell’s
river, and an affluént of the Porcupine,
down the Porcupine to Fort Yukon.
There Harper saw an Indian who had
some native copper which he said came
from White river and Harper determin-
ed to try for it.. Harper, Bart and Finch
went 400 miles to White river in Septem-
ber but did not find the copper.
Instead some gold
a8 the the  search.

found
results  of

they

' They found no ﬁﬂd on the Mackenzie.

The result of Harper’s prospecting he
gave to me as follows: On the Nelson,
nothing; on the the Liard, colors; on
the Mackenzie, nothing; on the Peel,
fair prospects; on the Bell, nothing; on
the Porcupine, colors; and prospects
everywhere on the Yukon.

Provieions giving out, they had to
make their way down the river to St.
Michael’s, On his way back Harper
saw an Indian with some gold he said
came from the Koyukuk.

Inquiry elicited from the Indian the
place where he found the gold, and Har-
per prospected there all winier but found
nothing. It is now known where the
Indian got the gold, which was not at
the place he indicated. Dauring the
summer McQuesten made his way up the
Yukon and built Fort Reliance, about
six and a half miles below the mouth of
the now famous Klondyke. In the fol-
lowing summer Harper joined him there
and they traded 1n partnership at #hat
part for many years. The valley of the
Klondyke was their favorite hunting
ground, butthey never prospected there,
and if they had, in the Klondyke itself,
they would have found nothing, for it is

washed away all the finer sand and
‘gravel ; consequently the gold would
sink out of sight, and in those days no
prospecting was done but on the bars in
the rivers and creeks.

In 1882 gold was found on the Stewart
river by two brothere, by name Boswell,
from the vicinity of Peterboro. At this
time there were only about thirty or
forty miners in the district. A number
of Cassiar miners had discovered the
tiver from Lake Le Barge and had done
considerable prospecting, finding fine
gold. - On the Stewart the bars yielded
fine gold in small quantity. In 1886
Mr, Harper established a trading post,
and in the same year some prospectors
found coarse gold at Forty-Mile.

This took all the miners up to the

miner is looking for,and the excitement
there continued to draw them until 1891,
when gold was found on Birch Creek—
200 miles below Forty Mile, This dis-
covery was due fo a Canadian mission-
ary, Archdeacon Macdonald of Fort Peel,
travelling through the country from
Tenana river, where he found a nugget.
He reported the find to some prospectors
whom he met’ and gave them a descrip-
tion of the place where he had made the
find. A search was made, but althongh
the men could not from his description
locate the spot—they found gold.

This, of course, boomed Birch creek,
and in 1891 everyone at Forty Mile went
down there. One or two creeks are
rich, but the best of them cannot begin
to compare with the El Dorado or the
Bonanza, the gributaries of the Klon-
dyke.  Asan incident, I may mention

the Birch creék diggings are “only
Chinese diggings”’ compared with the
later disecoveriés which have attracted
such attention to El Dorado and Bonan-
za. He said that he knew of one claim
on El Dorado which' he would not give
for the whole of the Birch Creek dis-
trict.

Gold was found on the head of Forty
Mile. Napoleon Gulch, named after the
Frenchman who located it, is rich in
nugeets. Franklin Gulch is pretty rich,
a8 are also Davis, Mosquito and Chicken
creeks. The last named, discovered in
1896, was considered very rich at the
time, this being a few weeks before the
discovery of the gold in El Dorada and
Bonanza. By the United Stateslaw a
man is allowed to take up a claim 1,320
feet in length, and before anyone could
get there the few who discovered it took
it :ll up, 8o that everyone else was shut
out,

For some time there was a doubt as to
whether some of the creeks upon which
gold had been found were in Alaskan
territory and in 1886 I was sent in by
the authorities to mark the boundary
line a8 I might find it necessary. Miller
and Glacier creeks join Sixty Mile which
runs into the Yukon forty miles above.
It was called Sixty Mile because it was
believed to be thas distance above Fort
Reliance. In my survey of the line I
found that these two cteeks, which are
the richest, are in Canada. So far are
they in Canadian territory that nodoubt
as to the location of the boundary line
can afféct the question, they being at
least two. miles east of it. Se that we
can claim these two creeks which are
very rich, witheut any doubt, and in ad-
dition we can elaim a much larger region
which I will describe.

|t

THE FIRST OF KLONDYKE.

Its Discoverer. Scoffed at as the Greatest
Liar Extant-That Was But Fifteen
Months Ago.

The discovery of the gold on the Klon-
dyke, a8 it is ealled, although the proper
name of the creek is an Indian one,
Thronda, was made by three men,
Robert Henderson, Frank Swanson and
another one named Munson, who in
July, 1806, were prospecting on Indian
creek. ed up the creek
without finding sufficient to satisfy
them until they reached Dominion
creek, and after grospecting there they
crossed over the divide and found Gold
Bottkt)m, 2ot good prospects and went to
work. : :

Provisions running short decided
to make their way to Bixty Mile to ob-
tain & fresh supply, and went up Indian
«l:ireek to bt:d’ Yu lis?odmt{rrd e where

arper estab 8 ing post.
Striking upwards on - Fort: Mngptg;y
Came across & man, a ian, who
was fishing in company with two Indians.
The Indians were Canadian L 8, OF
et Mok, o ot vha S
I low, one of the ar
the'-mgtfi code of ure

portion of the province, and going in’ *h"j: r
trail followed by per, I saw the caché ' crossed
which Harper hmf meabout {n 1887 |

From

a swift mountsin stream, which has]}]

Forty Mile, coarse gold being what every.

that one experieniced ‘man told me that |

[EranE R

and ‘they elimbed up gver the ridge be-
tween it and Bonanza, and reachiag be-
tween Klondyke and Indian creekes,
%:ey t:entd_gomf' in:lo ,Gold Bottom,
ere they di & day’s prospecting,
and came back, striking ixfto Bonanzga
about ten miles beyond, where they took
out from #’little nook a pan which en-
couraged them to try further. In a few
moments more they had taken out
$12.75. A discovery claim was located,
and also one above and one below for the
two Indians.
In Auguet 1896 the leader, generally
known as Siwash George because he
lived with the Indians, went down to
Forty Mile to get provisions. He met
several miners on his way and told them
of his find, showing the $12.75 which he
had put in an old Winchester cartridge,
They would not believe him, his reputa-
tion for truth being somewhat below par.
The miners eaid that he was the greatest
liar this side of—a great many places.

They came to me finally and asked me
my opinion, and I pointed out to them
that there was no question about his
having the $12.75 in gold; the only
question was, thorefore, where he had
got it. He had not been up Miller or
Glacier creek, nor Forty Mile., Then
followed theexcitement. = Boatload after
boatload of men went up at once. Men
who had been drunk for weeks and
weeks, in fact, were tumbled into the
boats and taken up without being con-
scious that they were travelling.

One man who weut up was so drunk
that he did not wake up to realization
that he was being taken by boat until a
third of the journey had been accom-
plished, and he owne one of the very
best claims on the Klondyke to-day.
(Laughter.) The whole creek, a dis-
tance of about twenty miles, giving in
the neighborhood of two hundred claims.
was staked in a few weéks.  El Dorado
ereek, seven and a half or eight miles
ong, providing eighty claims, was
staked in about the same length of time.

Boulder, Adams and other gulches
were prospected, and gave good surface
showings, gold being found in the gravel
in the creeks. Good surface prospects
may bé taken a8 an indication of the
existence of very fair bedrock. Itwasin
December that the character of the dig-
(giings was established. Twenty-oneabove

iscovery on Bonanza was the one which
first proved the value of the district.
The qwner of thig claim was in the habit
of cleaning up a couple of tubfuls every
night, and paying” his workmen at the
rate of a dollar and a half an
hour, Claim No. 5, Eldorado, was
the mnext notable one, and here
the pan of $112 was taken out. That
was great. There was then a pan of
even greater amount on No. 6, and they
continued to run up every day, and you
who are down here know better of ‘the
excitement there was than I, who was
in and didn’t see it.

The news went down to Circle City,
which emptied itself at once and came
up to Daweon. Theminerscame up any
way they could, at all hours of the day
and night, with provisions and without
supplies. On their arrival they found
that the whole creeks had been staked
months before. A good many Cana-
dians who were in their talk out and out
Americans, came up to Canadian terri-
tory with a certain expectation of real-
izing something out of this rich ground
by reason of their nationality. One of
them particularly, on finding that he
was too late, cursed his luck and said
that it was awfully strange thata man
could not get a footing in his own coun-

Another of these men who arrived too
late wasan Irishman,and when he found
he could not get & claim he went up and
down the creek, trying to bully the own-
ers into eelling, boasting that he had a
pull at Ottawa and threatening to have
the claims cut down from 500 to 250 feet.
He came along one day and offered to
wager $2,000 that before August 1 they
would be reduced to 250: feet. One of
the men to whom he had made this offer
came and asked me about it. I said to
him, “ Do you gamble?”’” His reply was
** A little.”” Then I told him that he
was never surer of $2,000:than he would
have been if hie had taken that bet.

This ran to such an extent that I put
uF notices to the effect that the length
of the claims was regulated by act of the
parliament of Canada, and that no
change could be made except by that
parliament, -and telling the miners to
take no notice of the threats that had
been made.

Jim White then adopted another
dodge, locating a fraction between 36
and 37, thinking that by getting in be-
tween he could force the owners to come
to his terms, forgetting that the law of
this country does not allow any man to
play the hog. For three or four days
this state of things kept the men in an
uproar. I was making my survey, and
getting towards 36 and 37; when I got
near, I delayed my operations and went
up to 36, finding there would be no frac-
tion, or at least an insignificant one of
inches.

I took my time, and in the meantime
the owner of 36 became very uneasy,
and White also, Isetin a stake down
in the hollow until I saw how much frae-
tion there was. I found omly a few
inches. I was very tedious with this
portion of the work, and the man who
wae with me seemed to have quite a
difficulty in fixing the stake. Then I

do that myself. I had made it a rule
never to tellanyone whether there wasa
fraction until it was marked on the post.
While I was standing by the post Jim
White came up to me, He had a long
way to go.dewn the creek, he said—and
he did not want to wait any longer than
Wa8 Necessary.
vou just yet exactly how much of a frac-
tion it will be—but semething about
three inches. That is how Jim comes to
be known now as ‘‘ Three Inch White.”

—_——

MANY HUNDRED MILLIONS,

One Hundred Thousand Square Miles Form-
ing the Grandest Gold Field in X
the World,

Bonanza and El Dorado creeks afford
between them 278 claims; the several
affluences will yield as many more, and
all of these claims are good. I have no
hesitation in saying that about a hmn
dred of those on Bonanza will Vield up-
wards of $30,000,000. Olaim
on El Dorado, will yield a

itself, and ten others will yiel
hundredktbo&l’ugd' dolluil“lb.,i
two creeks wi am quite .co;
turn ont from 460,000,000 to $78

and I ‘can saf h

same length of . time 8o ;

went down with the remark that I would{,

Well, I said, I can’t tell |.

80 below.
million “in |Lake Le Barge, :
ield from & |into theilake at this point; in fact there

stak hﬂm«,ﬂ%f&ﬂ re to
go l::;c and ‘enjoy ‘th ruuwo!‘ shinin,

their -days—considering that the work
has bad to be done with very limited
faciletiec, the searcity of provisions and
of laber, and that the crudest fppliances
only are av yet available. When I tell
you that to properly work each elaim
ten or twelve men are required, and only
200 were available that season, it wiil
give you an idea of the difficulties which
had to be contended with.
On Bear creek, about seven or eight
miles above that, good claims have been
found, and on Gold Bottom, Hunker,
Last Chance and Cripple creeks. Om
Gold Bottom ag‘high as $15 to the pan
has been taken, and on Hunker creek
the same, and although we eannot say
that they are as.rich as El Porado or
Bonanza, they are richer than any other
creeks known in that country. en, 35
miles higher up the Klondyke, Too-
Mueh-Gold creek was found. It ob-
tained its name from the tact that the
Indiane who discovered it, saw mica
glistening at the bottom, and thinking it
was gold, said there was * too much gold
—more gold than gravel.”
A fact I am now going to state to you,
and one that is easly demonstrated, is
that from Telegraph ‘creek northward to
thp boundary line, we have in the Do-
minion and in this Province an area of
from 550‘to 600 miles in lenzth and from
100'to 150 miles in width, over the whole
of which rich prospects have been found.
We must have from 90,000 to 100,000
square miles, which, with proper-care,
judicious handling, and better facilities
tor the transportation of food and uten-
sils, will be the largest, as it is the rich-
est, gold field the world has ever known,
You, Mr, Chairman, may wish to ex-
tend that down to the boundary line—
but that of conrse I leave to you.
. Btewart and Pelley, in the gold-bear-
ing zone, also give promising indica-
tions. Everywhere good pay has been
found on the bars, and there is no rea-
son why when good pay is obtained on
the bars the ‘results should not
be richer in the creeks. The Klondyke
was vprospected for forty miles up
in 1887 without anything being found,
and again in 1893 with a similar
lack of result, but-the difference is seen
when the right course is taken, and this
wasled up to by Robert Henderson.
This man is a born prospector, and you
could not persuade him to stay on even
the richest claim on Bonanza. He start-
ed up in a emall boat to spend this sum-
mer and winter on Stewart river, pros-
pecting. That is the stuff the true pros-
pector is made of, and I am proud to say
that heis a Canadian. (Applause.)

—_—

MOUNTAIN OF GOLD OKE.

Rich Quartz Located by: Many Prospectors—
Tests Made by Mr. Ogilvie
Himselfj

In regard to quartz claims, seven have
already been located in the vicinity of
Forty Mile and Dawson, and there is
also a mountain of gold bearing ore in
the neighborhood yielding $5 to$7.aton.
The question to be considered is whether
with that return it will pay to work
under the peculiar conditions which
exist' and the enormous freight rates
charged for transportation of anything
of that kind.

About forty miles further up the river
two large claims have been located by
an expert miner hailing from the United
Btates, and who has had' considerable
experience in Montana and other miner-
al states, and he assured me that the
extent of the lode is such that these two
claims are %rester than any proposition
in the world, going from $8to $11' a ton.
On Bear creek a quartz claim was lo-
cated last winter, and' I drew up. the
papers for the owner. He had to swear
that he had found gold; he. swore that
he did, and he told me the amount
which, if true, will make it one of the
most valuable properties that exists in
the country..

On Gold Bottom, another claim has
been located, and I made a test of the
ore. I had no sieveand had to employ a
hand mortar, which you who know any-
thing of the work will understand would
not give best results, The poorest re-
sult obtained was, however, $100 to the
ton, while the richest was $1,000: Of
course I do not know what the extent of
the claim is, but the man who found it
said that from the rock exposed, the de-
posit must be considerable in extent.
He didn’t know'whether the exposure
was the result of a slide, but said that it
would be an easy matter to find the

e.
About thirty miles up the Klondyke
another claim was located, and the man
swore that it was rich, although he
would not say how rich,

On El Dorado and Bonanza the gold
obtained on the different benches has
about the same value, thatisit has about
the same degree of fineness, and is worth
about $16 per oz, and as you go down
the creek this value decreases to about
$15.25. From that point, however, it
increases again, and from this
the inference appears to be plain
that the .same lode rums right
across the region that these creeks
cut through, which is proved still more
sorely by the fact that the walue in-
creases as you. strike Hunker, and in
the other direction Miller and Glacier.
The nuggets found in El Dorado and
Bonanza show no evidence of having
travelled any great distance, and some 1
ave are as rough as though they had
been hammered out of the mother lode.
That mother lode is yet to be found in
the ridges between the creeks, and when
it is found it may be found to consist of
several large lodes or a suecession of
small ones that may not pay to work.
PEEER S,

COPPER AND COAL TO0O.
They, Exist in Gn-:n;_ Abnndance in the
. Great Golden Zone.

On Stewart and Pelly rivers some
prospecting has been done and gold
found, and on the Hoetalinqua in 1895
good pay was discovered and the rich-
ness of the gold increases as work is con-
tinued further down. Some men, work-
ing 15 feet down, found coarse gold,
when the water drove them out and they
had to abandon the work and come out
determined to refurn; but they did not
so back, as in the meantime the Klon-

yke excitememt kuocked that place
out. £
Gold has been found at the head of

Le ‘on the stream flow

d everywhere in this zone, which is
miles by 150 wide. Pros;

- “ﬁomt‘obo ound on the Dalton trail
‘ n. other side of the Yukon river.

 branch of ‘& tree.

the ot A
rid ng the Altsek trail w.
ey ol g‘&’
‘canght at the brs '8 tree. A
# . up ‘be. saw - pomething

rock Which fixed his,

—

1
attention at once,

e

I
: 0 8 it may be assamed
m_a]l thla.country there ig gold, wbilzhia[:
this rticular zone it is especially
;{b;;ya;t. '{315 zcm:i lies outside of the
ountains and di
abont 106 it distant from them‘
Another product of the country
demands attention is copper. Itisdot
less to be found somewhere in that
trict in great abundanee, although
location of the main deposit has yet
be discovered. Mr, Harper was sho
alarge piece of pure copper in the pc
session of the Indians—indeed I have
seen it myself, It comes from the vi.
cinity of the White river some-
where —just  where has yet  to
be disclosed. Silver has also been
found, and lead, while to work
our precious metals we have coal
in abundance, Itisto be found in the
Roclgy mountains or, rather, the ridge
of hxgh mountaing running parallel to
them in the interior, A deposit of coal
in this range rung right through our
territory. At two points near Forty
Mile it aleo crops out, in one pleee only
about forty feet from the river Yukon,
Further up the Yukon on one of its manv
smaller feeders, at Fifteen Mile-creek and
on the head'of the Thronda, there are
also out croppings df coal. On the
branches of the Stewart and on: some of
the Five Fingers of the Yukon, coal is
also exposed. In fact there is any
amount of coal in the country with
which to work our minerals when we
can get in the necessary facilities.

4 —_—
NATURE OF THE COUNTRY.

A Limited Supply of Timber Which Should
Be Carefully Busbanded— Methods
of' Prospecting:

Regarding the surface of the country
and the difficulties of prospecting : Pass-
ing down the river in a boat one sees a
succession of trees, ten, twelve, fourteen
and sixteen inches in diameter, and he
naturally comes to the conclusion that it
is a well timbered country. And so it is,
along the margin of the river. But let him
land, and go inland and he will find the
ground covered: with what is locally
known as nigger grass. This is a coarse
grasg which each year is killed and falls,
tangling in such a way as to
make pedestrian progress all but impos-
sible, tripping one up every few feet. It
is, a8 might be imagined, a most difi-
cult thingto walk through: this grass,
great areas of which are found
all through the district. And where
these areas are found the minersavoid
them as they would the plague.

For the rest of the country the  rocks
are covered by from one foot' to two of
moss—and undérneath, the everlasting
ice. On this, a scrubby growth of trees
is found,. extending up the moun-
tains., It is this which appears to
those passing down the river in boats
to be & continuation of the good timber
seen along the banks. Timber that is
fit for anything is scarce, and we
should husband it carefullyn Our
timber has built Circle City. Ouwr
timber has served all the purposes
of the upper Yukon country. A. large
amount‘of timber is required, and what
we have we sheuld keep for our-own use,
particularly as the ground has- to be
burned to be worked.

+Above the timber line you come to the
bare. rocks—the crests bare save where
clothed with a growth of lichen on
which the cariboo feed. There is no
timber in the way here—no moss and no
brush. The miners in travelling con-
sequently keeg as much as possible to
to the top of the ridge.

Prospecting necessarily has to be re-
served for the winter. First the mose
has to be cleared away, and:'then the
rauck—or decayed rubbish and vegeta-
ble matter. The fire is applied to burn
down to bedrock. The frost in the
ground gives away before the fire, ten,
twelve or perhaps sixteen inches in a
day. The next day the fire has to be
again applied, and so the work proceeds
until the bedrock is reached. It may be
twenty feet or so below the surface,.in
which case it is usually reached in about
twenty days. Through this- trees are
found in every position, as they have
fallen and been preserved as sound as
ever in the everlasting ice. Having
burned down to the bedrock and found
the paystreak, you startdrifting.

If you have a depth of twenty feet you
may be able to go down two feet and no
further, and must put down another
drift. Very few people have the good
fortune to succeed with one shaft; pros-
pecting holesas many as twentyor thirty
must be dug until you cut the whole
valley across before you find pay. The
next man may strike it'at the first hole.
To give you an instance. One man
put down eleven holes, and: didn’t find
anything, and yet other men had con-
fidence enough in the claim to pay $2;500
for a half interest in it, knowing that the
owner had put in eleven holes and found
nothing, a fact which will go to prove the
character of the country.

After you have worked: until April or
May the water begins to run, and the
trouble is that the water accumulates
and you cannot work, as-it puts out the
fires which have been used to thaw out
and soften the ground. Then the tim-
ber is prepared and the'sluice boxes put
in.

% el —

THE. UPS AND: DOWNS.

One Makes Millions at a Strike—Another
Mines. for Forty-Two Years in
Povwesty.

In one clean up eighty pounds avoir-
dnlpoin of gold was taken out, or a total
value of about $16,000. When you con-
sider that the securing of this amount
took the united labors of of six men for
three months, you ean understand that
tgsre is considerable cost connected with
the operation.

One man, who owns a claim on El
Dorado and ope on Bonanza, has sold
ouf, go it is said, for a million dollars;
he went into the country a poor man
with the intention oi raising sufficient
money to pay off the mortgage on his
place. He has, I believe, not only done
80, but paid off those of all his neigh-

Al.thomh these ereeks are rich, and

ing | I have told you more men have m:

home-stakes there than anywhere ¢
in the world, Ido not wish you to I
only on the ‘)right gide of the pict:
An American from Seattle came in J
1896, to the Forty Mile with his -

| with the intentien of bettering his
ition, - They' went out again Iaet
uly, with $52,000, I was well
scquainted with this man, a very decent,
intelligent man. He told me one day
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If you must go a gold
have the proper “ Rig
We fit you out comp.
from the warm woole
moose hide moccasins,

COMPLETE "R

2 Suits Woolen Und
1 doz. Woolen Sock
2 Heavy Top Shirts
1 Suit Heavy Macki
1 pair Moccasins ..
2 pair 9 1b. Woolen
1 Rubber Blanket.
2 pair Overalls. ...
1 pair Snoeshoes ..
2 pair Heavy Mitts
1 pair Buck Mitts.,

Other outfits at oth
but that’s another stor
book “ Clondyke Infor)
etc., it tells you all abo
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“THE CASH CLOTHIER,

that if he could rema
from three to five yea
$5,000 he would consi
He has gone out with
the prospecting he
in the middle and a
claim, he believes tha
there.

On the other hand,
man named Marks ha
eleven years. 1 have
and once last fall whd
asked hlm how long h
His reply was forty

arts of the world, e

n reply to the qued
he had ever made his
he had never yet mad
ing, and very often t|
one. This, of cours
extreme. I could qu
similar to that, so tha
you look too much on

There are men in
are poor, and who wj
has not been their
it to strike it rich. B
that country offers to
tude and some intel
ness an opportunity t(
in a given time than
make anywhere els
course, a good deal
your patience will b
the conditions are so
have surprised many
and they have leit in

Mr. Ogilvie gave v
observations of tem
cerning the limited
Yukon for gardenin
some interesting storig

hen I was in tha
continued, everything
and orderly, the ming
business; they did no
if a man kept himse!
dealings there was no
but a few years a
came into vogue, a
miners stayed around
saloon keepers were
miners’ meetings beg
which were attend
keepers and the loafd
thinge just to pleas
great injustice was 8o

After giving some Y
lustrations in regard
tory nature of the ati
the affairs of the couq
-of the miners’ meetin
the present condition|
of the properly appoi
is 80 much more eguj
factory, Mr. O¢g

‘““ We have there a
prising from 90,000
miles of untold poss
posits we know to ex
as rich. We know
sufficicnt to supply
hundred thousand ¢
forward to seeing tha,
in that country wit
years. Itisa vast i
use it as becomes
gently, liberally, and|
vance our country Cal
it as become the offsp
of Nations.”

A FAITHFUL PUJ

Popular Tribute to the
by the Eminent H
the Lieutenan|

8ir Charles Tuppe
the audience said:
questien Mr. Ogilvie
subject on which he H
I think I am safe in §
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tleman present by as|
to put to the meeting]
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information. It i
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