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S8IGNIFIOANT SILENOR.

It is wonderful how dreadfully stupid the
organ of the Opposition is when it suits ite
purpose to be obtuse. Yesterday evening
it pretended to think that we expected it to
have a full report on Wednesday or Thurs-
day of the Hon. Mr. Laurier’s speech deliv-
ered in Montreal on Tueaday evening. We
never suggested anything of the kind
What we did was to express our surprise
that not the ** faintest echo” of the speech
had reached the Liberal organ of this clpy.
There is a very great diffsrence bitween a
report of a speech and a faint echo of it.

It is the next thing to ocertain, if Mr.
Laarier had made a speech which
pleased the [Liberals of Montreal
and was thought to be satisfactory to the
Liberal party generally, the substance of it
and some of its most striking passages
would have been telegraphed to every Lib-
eral peper in the Dominion. If, for in-
sbance, the Liberal leader had said some-
thing calculated to take from him the
reproachof indefiniteness and ambiguity
with respeot to thé policy of his
party on the trade question, would
not the z:alous Liberal news-caterers give
his utterance .the widest circulation pos-
sible? Would they not expect that such a
deliverance would carry consternation into
the Conservative camp and do a great deal
to raise the spirits of the desponding Grite
who are getting tired of being fed with the
‘““‘east wind ”? They are longing fof some-
thing more substantial and satisfactory than
what their leaders’s speeches have of late
contained, but since they have no news from
Montreal it is but reasonable to conclude
that they have been sadly disappointed.
The oonclueion to be drawn from the silence
of the Liberals with régard to that speech
is that there was as usual *‘ nothing to it.”

PROHIBITION.

The recent decision of the Supreme Court
has made it clear that the provinces do not
possess the power to prohibit the manufacture,
importation and sale of spirituous liquors
Theefforts, therefore, tointroduce prohibition
into some of the provinces has been in vain.
Prohibition, if it ever becomes law, must
éxtend over the :‘whole Dominion. 1ln this
the Dominion of Canada differs from the
United States. Each State has the power
to make the manufacture and sale of intoxi-
ocating drinks within its limits illegal. But
ib cannot prevent them being taken into or
through the State. It seeme to us that
the law of the Dominion. is in this
respect preferable to the oconstitution
of the United States, for there is little
chance of establishing prohibition in one
province when liguor can be freely imported
into the country, and when it ocan be
manufactured and sold in the neighboring
provinoes, . From what we can lesrn pro-

“hibition has not been‘successful in any atate’

in which it has been tried. In the State: of
Maine, which has had a striot prohibition
law more than forty years, alcoholic bever-.
ages can be obtained by those who want
them. - If, however, the law was such that
no intoxicating liquor could be imported,
then a prohibitory law would -be compara-
tively easy of enforcement. The chanoes of
getting such a law, either in this country or
in the United States, seem at. this moment
to be very few and very remote.

The provinces, however, have power to
regulate the liquor traffic in the interests of
order and good government. How far that
‘power extends has not been made clear by
the recent decision, which is said to be con-
tradiotory. There seems to be some doubt
a8 to whether a Provincial Legislature can
enact a local option law. There is no doubt
about the constitutionality of such a law if
enacted by the Dominion Parliamens. The
law known as the Soott Act is sach a law.
Under it every connty and incorporated city
in any part of the Dominion can have whas,
if it oould be enforced, is in effect a pro-
hibitory law, as prohibitory as the most
Figid advooates of teetotalism could reason-
ably desire. But experience has proved
that there are but few places in Canada in
which the Scott Act can be enforced.
Would a provincial prohibitory law be in
any respect more dffective? We think not,
There is, we have a notion, only one way in
which the sale and manufacture of intoxi-
cating drinks can be effectually prohibited ;
that way is—to stop drinking them.

A WEBAK BROTHER.

«The Onterio Patrons are ~the political
purftans of the time. ' They denounce poli.
tiolans oPboth parties as corrupt, and they
reproach them~ith attempting to debauch
the electors. - They themselves are—by pro-
fession—very rigidly righteous in a political

“mense. They have no political sins to answer
for, becaunse hitherto they have not had the
opportunity to transgress. They-sre young
in politics, and have not besn much in the
way.of temsptation, .. But young as they are
a8 aiparty,-ghe of them has already fallen.
A My Tucker, who was at the last On.
ati6 general  election returned in  the
inberest of the Patrons, has been before the
election court'and has not only been unsea.
ed but disquelified. His offence was, we
grieyp to say it, treating. He tried to ooe-
rupt the electors in what many of the good
people.of; Oatario consider the worss of all
possible ways.: He*¢aused them to stray
from ‘the’straiy and natrow path of political
rlghigqougmu by treating them to alcoholic
stimalants. Wecaneasilyunderstand how the
wickedniess of this dotdble:dyed ‘offender has
-hobkr:;‘ his brother Patroas in aad out of
the Legislature. A hardened y_or an
abandoned Grit could not have df:zy Worse.
Mhiefr  faith in - human nefhre mass

be . grievously-. . shaken: «When an
uncompromising  hater “of’ Gorruption
and &"stérn denouticer of beibéty has been’

fovnd guilty of the most detestable and the
mont degreding form of bribery and corrup-
tiom,

The conviction. of Mr. Tucker  affords
ground for the wusploion freely expressed by
uncharitable members 6f the old = wicked
parties that, there are other members of the
perty of purists who are as deep in the mad
as. Mr. Tacker ‘is in the mire, but who are
lacky enough not to be found out. - This is
s disrurbing reflection.  Then, sgain, since
corruption has found a place in the Patron
perty so early in its career, who is to say
that it will not before long rival the old
parties in electioneering tricks and every-
thing elss that is reprehensible in politios ?
There is much reason to fear it will be found
that in practice Patron politicians are not a
whib better than their neighbors.

B

MONTREAL DEMONSTRATIONS.

The alleged unemployed have been mak-
ing demonstrations in Montreal. The ap-
pearance of the crowd did not impress the
trae friends of labor favorably. The cloven
boof of the demon of political agitation was
tdo clearly seen by the discerning. The
politiclans were not skilful enough to hide
their true design, which was not to excite
sympathy for the unemployed or to aid
them in any way, but ‘to produce
an  impression unfavorable to the
Corporation and to the Dominion
Government. The Montreal Witness,
whose leanings to the L-beral side are well
known, was not duped by the schemers,
neither werp the labor delegates, whose
sympathies are wholly with deserving men
out of work. The Witness in a vigorous
aod well-timed article exposed the dis-
honesty of the agitators, and the laber dele-
gates severely rebuked the men who were
endeavoring to make capital for themselves
and their party out of the distress of their
unfortunate fellow citizens. This is part of
what tihe_Witneu said :

From the speeches made by the May.r
and members of the Trades and Labor Coun-
cil at the City Hall yesterday, we gather
that professiorial agitators were at the bot-
tom of the recent labor demonstrations,
which were so greedily taken advantage of
by professional politicians to arouse rancor
agsinst the defenders of the civic purse. In
reprobating the course of -the latter, the
Mayor plainly mentioned certain aldermen
whose names are odious in connection with
many civic matters, as befog the cause of
the discontent existing among workmen in
the city to-day. In pathetic words the labor
delegates pointed out how cruel it was of
-men who had more of this world’s goods thaun
they knew what to do with, for pure greed’s
sake, to make the lot of the poor h-rder to
bear by nursing their discontent and striv-
ing to sow among them the deadly seeds of
hatred. How diffsrent were the words of
the delegates who have the oause of the
poor really av heart from those of Alderman
Hurteam when he addressed the working:
men on Tuesday! The whole strain of the
delegates’ remarks was in favor of modera-
tion both in speech and action, while Alder-
man Hurteau’s gim seemed to be directly
the reverse.

It is pretty oclear that the Montreal
schemers will fail to accomplish their object.
They 'ha%e- arrayed -kgainst them . the
good pense: and- the good feeling of the
community. The real frisnds of the working-
men in Montreal are doing what they can to
relieve the existing distress, and we venture
to say that in this good work they get very
little help indeed from the agitators and the
spouters. These men are always ready to
exclte discontent and to create an uproar,
but when it comes to mklng/ sacrifices to
help their needy neighbors they show no dis-
position to come to the front, or rather they
slink off snd leave it to the man they tra-
duoe and vilify to give substantial help to
those who are in need.

4 LIBORAL DBFINITION.

The Hon, Edward Blake, the foremost
msn of the Liberal party, did not, when
his party was in power, see his way to the
establishment of British free trade in the
Dominion of Canada. He knew that .this
system requires for ita suocessful operation
direct taxetion to no inconsiderable extent.
He knew, too, that direct taxation was im-
poseible in Canads, and he was houest
enough to say so. A  revenue
must be raised by imposing duties
on jmports, and he belisved it
to be right when framing the tariff to
regulate the duties so as to bemsfit the home
producer.  What -is this but protection ?
The following is an extract from a speech
which he delivered in Toronto on the 4th
November, 1875 :

Direct taxation might be put ‘aside as
impossible in the present condition of the
ceuntry, and we must for many . yedrs pur.
sue the practice of deriving pur revenue
from indirect taxstiontpon ioles which
were largely eapible of being produced in
the country.” That poligy Wwould necessarily
afford &'large benefit .t6 . those ‘engaged  in
domestio productian. :

--.'He had alwape thought that while deal-
ing with the ‘question of laying the taxes
congistently wish the general principles he.
had mentioned they cught to usé their op-
portunity ss far as they legitimately could
do so to distribute the taxes ss to give
bevefit to the.home producers. He agreed
with those who had said that various forms
of industry were, if not essential, certainly
most important to the true growth of a
nation.

iThe trade pelicy clearly and distinotly
outlined in the above passage does not leave
even a remote resemblance to British free
trade, yet it was the only policy which Mr.
Blake, when he was a Minister of the
Crown, believed to be possible for Canada.
Mr. Blake then held that varied forms of
industry were most important to the true
growth of the nation; and he also believed
that in the distribution of taxes the home
producers should be considered. It would
be difficult to state the principles of moder-
ate protection more olearly or more ac-
curately than Mr. Blake did in the few
words we have quoted,
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ABD.UL-HAMID.,

When people of the Weab hear of the ter-
rible outrages that have been committed om
their fellow-Christians in Armenia they
naturally wonder what kind of a man the
Sdltaa csn be under whose rule snch atroci:
ties could possibly be perpetrated. They
have heard that the Saltan.is a despotic
ruler and that his word is Iaw in every part
of his dominions. He is, therefore, oon-
sidered to & greater extent responsible for
crimes committed by his servants thag are
congfitational sovereigne who reign but do
not rale.

It appears to be more difficult to form a
true estimate of the character of Sultan
Abd-ul-Hamid than of any of the other
sovereigns of Karope. He is said to live
the life of a prisoner. He spends the
greater part of his time in his palaces and
seldom appears in public. It is exceedingly
difficult to get acoess to him, for, besides his
having a distaste for publicity, he lives in
perpetual dread of assassination. He is, too,
surrounded by men whose interest it is bo
keep him in ignorance of much -that is
going on in his dominions. An article in
the January namber of the Contemporary
Review gives many particulars of the life

seems to have ‘had unusual opportunities of
observing what is going on in Turkey, and
has been in communiocation ,with persons
who had seen and known the Sultan. The
plctare which he draws of Abd-ul Hamid is
the reverse of that of a mercilees tyrant who
contemplates with satisfaction the suffer-
ings of those of his subjects whose religion
differs from his own. He makes & compar-
ison between him and the late Czar, by
no means unfavorable to the Sultan. He
says that like Alexander III the Sultan is
in constant fear of assassination.

“ There is,” he continues, ' something
pathetic in his appearance once a week
when he visits the mosque at the gate of hie
palace, to keep up the tradition that the
Caliph must be personally accessible to all
true believers. There must always be a
thrill of sympathy in the hearts of the speoc-
tators when this pale, care-worn man sud.
denly appears gaarded by thousands of sol-
diers, solitary and friendless, in the midst
of a brilliant retinue, the sucoessor of
proud monarchs—at whose very name
the world trembled—but the ocoupant of a
crumbling throne for whose defence he
trusts no one but himself. A better
acquaintance with him strengthens rather
than weakens the feeling of sympathy. He
bas never failed to win the heart of any
European who has been admitted to any
degree of intimacy with him. All find in
him noble and attractive qualities which
they cannot but admire. If we compare
him with previous Sultans there is not one
during the present century, unlees it be his
grandfather Mahmoud' II, whom ke does
not surpass intellectually and morally. If
we compare him with those of the last
half of the Iast century the contragh is
80_great,that it is bardly possible. to. péRgse
that he is of the same stook. “Excepb iff re-
ligion he is much more a Earopean than an
Asiatic.”

It is hard to imagine that this amiable,
mild-mannered, intellectual, royal recluse
can order thousands of his subjects to be
ruthlessly massacred with every oircum-
stance that brutality can suggest. It is even
more difficult to understand how a man of
education and refinement, as the-Sultan is
described to be, can reward in a #ignal man-
ner the generals by whose orders atrooities
which ocan hardly be named . were
perpetrated by Tarke who evi-
dently do not understand what
humanity and mercy mean. That sach a
tyrant can dewerve the character given him
by an ““ Esstern Resident” is incredible,
This is what that writer says of the Sultan,
who is reported to have rewarded the ohief
perpetrator of the Armenian outrages :

““In short, he is an honest, able man,
overworked and oppressed by the task which
he has undertaken, of kindly spirit, keenly
sensitive to criticlsm, ~dietrustful of all
sround bim, in_constsnt fear of = assassina.
tion, with a keen sense of ;the dangers by
which his empire is surrounded, naturally
disinclined to commit himself on any impor-
tant political question, yet possessed of con-
siderable moral courageand self-confidence.”
‘‘Although’an *‘Eastern Resident ” gives
the Sultan this high oharacter he does nop
hint that he- is ignorant of what has been
done by his soldiers in Armenia. On the
contrary, he takes it for granted that the
reports that have reached the West about
the horrible ‘cruelties inflicted upon the in-
habitants of Armerdia are true, and, worse
still, that they afe 'in accordance with the
settled policy of ‘the Turkish Government.
He says :

The general poliey of repression probably
accounts for the - special policy which:
the 8ultan has adopted in regard .to
the Armenians, a policy which - cannot
fail to result sooner or later in the further
dismemberment of the Empire by Russia.
Ivis a simple, unvarnished fact that unless
Rassla does docupy Armenia the Christian
population will be exterminated. No other
power can save them ; and” when England
upderstands the alternative she will appland
rather than resist the 1dvsnoe of Russia, as
she did after the massacres in Balgaria.
The terrible massacre ‘of the Armenians ab
Sassoun, near Moosh, in Auguet last by the
Tarkish troops, with ite accompanying her-
rors, was not an .isolated event, It is mop
often  that ‘ ‘feur  thousand people
are slaughtered at omce; but the
process of gradual extermination - has
been going -on. for years ‘with exaotly simi-
lar posnes xepeated on a smaller scale from
week to week. The organization of the
Koords ‘into ¢ Hamidic regiments’ under
the special patronage of the Sultan has
legalizod - these raida and acocelerated the
work of extermination.” -

~¥eb the ** Eastern Resident ” expects that

‘hal-.“lynw'lththnhndpdhh-

and character of the Sultan. The writer %3113.093,983, but the amount of duty ioious aud the greedy,

pressure of the hard times to

distress. Lot us help one another.

ed monster of ornelty who has, according to
his own showing, deliberately undertsken

ple for no other apparent reason than that
their religion is different from his.

LABT YEAR'S DREFICIT.

the subject of interesting discussion between

year was due, not to reduction of duties bus

declaration in his budget apeech that the

keep it within the income,” -

smaller revenue. Itsays :

the value of imports entered for consump-

amount of duty collected thereon was $24,-

rta entered for consumption in Canada

‘oolleoted therson was only $19,379,822, or
$4,635,086 less

portation four years previously! This
affords a striking proof of the vast reduo-
tion made in the tariff rate during 1890 94,
and if the comparison be made between the
tariff rate in 1889 and the new revised tariff
of 1894, the reduction will be found to be
fully 30 per cent. as we before stated. Now
then, as to the effeot of this great reduction
in the rate of the tariff. in producing the de-
fiolt last fiscal year of $1,210,322 Had the
same tariff rate been in force in the fiscal

086 more than it was under the reduced

have been a surplus of $3 424,000 !
place the same facts ia tabular form :

Year. Imports. Duty.
$112,765,584 $24,014.208

113,094,783

Reduction resulting from lowering
Lhe tarifr. . ..ooovoives vainsione n....$ 4,635 088
Deficit for year 1893 94 1,210,332

Surplus prevented by'ta.rurrednction.; 3,324,784

Let us

further- comment.
caused, in the slightest degree, by a falling
off in the importation, as alleged by the

the customs taxation:in the two years was
due solely to the reduction in the tariff
effected during that period, and to thab re-
duotion the country owes the deficit of last
year instead of the large surplus which there
would have been at the old rates of duties.

As the Herald’s figures are correct the
conclusion is incontrovertible, That so
large a reduction in the average rate of
duties as is here shown has been made since
1890, will be a surprise to many persons.
The general impression is that the reduction
has been Jinconsiderable, It is supposed
that with the .exception #1 ' taking the duty
off sugar very little indeed has been done of
late years towards lowering or lessening the
customs duties. But the figures of the
Herald tell a very different tale, The
changes in the tariff must have been very
considerable when $113,094,983 worth of
imports in 1894 yielded $4.635,086 less
revenue than $112,765,584 worth did in 1890.

URGENT NEED.

We are grieved to learn that there is dis-
tress in this city. There are many who
cannot get employment and who are conse-
quently in need of the necessaries of lif-.

persons to obtain means to help the unfor-
tunate unemployed. The Mayor, we are
glad to learn, has taken fipon himaself the
responsibility of aiding In the relief of the
distress. . As hungry people cannot wait un-

that their hands find to do.
Archibald is to open a room on Tuesday
where those who want food and have no

further delay. - The food is to be given to
deserving persons in the interim gratls.

for wanb of nourishment at once. The work
is a good one, and we trust that the citizshs

and Zo spare, bus we confidently appeal to
those who

sacrifices to help those who are worse off

Obatinate Coughs,
Obstinate conghs yield to the grateful soothe

nmh-m Cured- in a Day,
th Americas Rheumatic Cure, for Rheq.
and Neuralgia, radically. sures 1ot o

and y The dose

Christisn men and women in the West will

the work of exterminating s defenceless peo- | 10OUSHMul lovter on the

spirit of .

out of his calounlations any portion of the
the Halifax Chronicle and the Halifax Her- community, whether thelr inverests be great

ald. The former being of the Liberal per-|or small. Al citizens should pay taxes, be
ion, maintains that * the defioit of last| U8 they receive equal protection. He

Exertions are being made by benevolent |in short, it woul

til contributions are callected he has availed | jta] is unproductive will answe
himeelf of the services of the Salvation | laborer who is eut of employment will sy
Army, whose officers and soldiers are al.|Ro-
ways resdy to en in any good work goods will say no ; and, with one exoeption,

generally will do what they.oan to aid .and those

encourage those who are doing 6. We do |free and' enlightened

rnob'nk aid of those only who have enough |%IMm as their righs,

mﬁgumboolm

from a sinister motive, but will quote & few
that are eloguent with meaning.
year 1880 the assessed valuation of Victoria

trouble in
all the requirements of the city.

“TAX ALL PROPERTY.”

“To rax Eprror ¢—A moderate and
e subjeot ap-
o Sunday’s issue of your: paper.

our ocorrespondent, Mr. Amor

who is a man with large interests in Vio: vq
toria, must of necessity have great

with those of our ‘cltizens.who give serio

G and honeat thought to the question of tax
The oause of last year’s deficit has been | ti0D. ‘HE’.‘PP'M“ the question in a

becanse he does not leave

would have a law now in existence in the
State of Washington introduced here, and

to declining Imports and consequent falling | make *¢ all property the basis of our fiscal
off in revenue, and to inoreased expenditure | 8yetem, instead of s part.” This change
permitted in the face of Minister Foster’s | WOUld embrace the millionaire as well as the

man who owned or rented a cotta , and in
this respect it would be just, and the only

expenditure would be curtailed in order to way it could work injustice upon any citizen

would be In ite application. I lay down

s hie proposition as a basis for my remarks :
The Herald, in reply, shows that since|® ;
: All ta to be just must be 1:
1890 the tariff has been so altered that a 3 Bkadion jost < ke

not that one man should. pay an

given amount of imports yield a very much | amount equal to that of his fellow, but that

each man should pay in proportion to the

In the fiscal year esded in June, 1890, privileges he enjoys from the commuuity in

its corporate capacity. Let justice hold the

tion in Canada was $112,765,584, and the balance between those who have and those

who have not, and all inequality will disap-

pear. Neither the rich nor the poor will
gii;-ggzd edFi:uSui:rl.SQ.;nze h:'al?: ofﬁ.i‘:;} complain, and the tenth commandment of the

Decalogue will only be violated by the avar-
In deciding upon a proper method of tax-

ation there are two considerations which
Jooted on even = t:‘:::ewll::g n::elfer ‘i’?.: musb inflaence all thoughtful minds, viz ,

economy in collection and the desire to
make all fiscal burdens bear equally upon all
olasges of ouf citizens. To give effect vo the
firet simplicity and not complexity must be
the distinguishing feature ot the method ;
while the second can only be attained by
selecting as the object of taxation some-
thing upon which there can be no dispute as
to value, and upon which the amount of the
vax can be fixed by a law which will com
mand the respect and consent of all con-

: cerned. Whatever views we may bold on the
‘y):::lo?s?;d;l; 113833; B:eeenntalgig t.fl;): :evy '?:: question of taxation thereisonefact we cannot
from ‘oustoms would have been over $4,635,. | uestion, and that is, that all taxes are in

the last analysis paid by those who perform

| work. It is impossible to conceive
rates, and consequently instead of there|*°t2% P 5
being a defioib or $1,210 332, there would | °f tremps or beggars paying taxes. Neither

can you extract taxes from any person
whoee only asset is the mere ownership of
that commodity upon which you decide to
levy tribute. Merchandise must be bought

and sold before the merchant can pay taxes
w oub of the profits of trade,

Capital must be
invested in enterprises of a productive char-
acter before the capitalist can give any por-
tion of his income to the tax collector. The
landholder must sell or rent a portion of his

The whole case is now too plain to need |land and pay bis taxes from the prooeedas, if
The deficit was not | he wishes to retain lawful possession of the

balance of his estate; and finally, the laborer
must have free access vo she raw material of

Chroniole, for there was no falling off in im- | nature before he can exercise his labor and
portation as compared with the fiscal year | 8kill in the production of that wealth from
1890. The great difference of $4 635 086 in | Which all taxes are paid, and which minis-

ters to the necessity and enjoyment of all
classes of the community. Upon this last
pro‘{;o-lblon the whole fabric of sociely rests
as does the pyramid upon its buse. -
Men:live ause men work, and if any
sucoeed in evading their share it is be-
cause the laws which fovern the distribu-
tion of wealth:favor one olass at the expense
of another, and in no dépaggment.of govern-
ment does this vicious prinoiple have such
free play as it does in;the way our taxes are
imposed and ocollected. In our own- oity
taxes are levied in eleven or more diffsrent
ways, and I aw safe in ssserting that eight
of those taxes can be: (and in some

onges nine) to ﬁ:g
have to bear the ‘own’ taxes
a8 well.  To is this fict: which makes tax
reformers. Let any man who questions
this take off his coat and esrn ten dollars,
and then be approached by the tax collector,
who in the name of the law demands five,
If that man has any spirit he is » tax re.
former, and’ unfortunately for ‘society and
himself may develop into something worse.
If my premises are correct, and I belfeve
they aré incontrovertible, we are safe in ac:
oeptipg the conclusion that the plan advo-
cnwlngy Mr. DeCosmos is unsound, because
ib, would tax every home and its contents ;
it would tax every workshop and factory ;
it would tax capital in all its forms, whether
it is employed in building the British Paci-
fic railway or in operating it after It is bullt;
check improvement av
every turn and give an undue advantage to
those who are ::Ig- ed in' the ** vacant lot
tadustry ” by reducing the taxes upon what
they have to sell. In it wise to discourage
the investment of capital in our city and to
check public and private imprevements at
this juncture ?, “The capitalist whose oap-
r- no. The

The merchant whe osnnot sell ' his

the 'same response will come from all classes

Adjatant |in the city who: are interested  in its ad.

vancement and prosperity. ‘.
Mr, DeCosmos is rather unfortunate in

money to buy it can get a comfortable meal, his seleotion of figures, beoause in his oalou.

lation is included property to the value of

This is, as we understand, independent of $14,717,885 which cannot be assessed for the
the ¢ food and shelter ” scheme, for which purposes of city revenue.
money has been oollected and which it is | *Peculate on impossibilities, and bolster up

an imaginary osuse with figures which do
hoped will be put in operation without much not demonstrate facta. Pr?n‘oiplu are more
important than fignres when & resdjostment
ova :ﬂr ;‘yatsm of taxation is in guestion.
Mr. Archibald, who has charge of thé re- e Mr. DeOosmos is looking to Wash-
rlll ok, will b groily obiged to. any. | 26100 gusnce,the Provincs of Ontari
one for contributions of food or money. | Usion consider '

The object is to find shose who are sufforing Eir:.md to municipalities in Brisish Colum-

It is not wise to

that the optional power

vof levying taxes on impreveme: ts, or
iring for total ‘exemption is'a con-
» and it certainly harmonizss with
principles of self government which a
le. will slways
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PHARMACEUTICAL EDUCATION.

To ra® Eprror :—In this morning’s issue
of the CoroNis® a letter appeared signed
““Alma Mater,” re pharmaceutioal educs.
tion, and, by the way he extols the good

e8 of -the college graduate and decries

] shose of the board graduate ; he must have

had an axe to grind before the board and
failed to secure the desired resulta.

The opinion -of the practical pharmacist,
the man with whom the public truet their
lives day after day, is that the praotical
board graduate is by far and away the
superior of the theory-stnffed college grad-
uate. Merck’s Pharmac -utical J ournal,
than which there is no better authority,
sufficlently covers the ground in the issue
{or September, 1894, when it states as fol-
ows :

PHARMACEUTIO EXAMINATIONS,

‘“Since pharmacy laws have beoome a
matter of fact in nearly all the States of the
Union, the question of examinations has
grown to be an importent one, and two op-
posing views have arisen.

“On the one side we find the College
graduates, to whom it is natural to olaim for
their diplomas superiority over everything
else, and who are apt to coneider it not only
a bardship, but & downrightinsule, to be ex.
pected to appear before a Board of Phar.
macy whose members may not be graduates,

‘¢ On the other side, we see the vast army
of praciical and sucosesful pharmacists who,
although scknowledging the high value of
the College as an educational mediom, will
not allow much weight to a were diploma as
& categorical proof of proficiency.

‘“ While Board examiners claim that their
examinations are strioter and more practical
than those in colleges, the graduates are in-
clined to ridicule the Board examinations as
ill-devised —as being either trivial or finical.

“ The custom of publishing the questions
that have been asked at the various exam.
inations, enables the impartial cbeerver to
compare those of Boards of Pharmaoy and
those of Colleges. In a general way, there
is little diffsrence between the two. Ques-
tions on complex and intricate theoretical
problems are more numerous in the Colleges ;
there may be, on the other band, occasion-
ally, a remarkably weak set of Board ques-
tions ; but the same leading line of thought
seems to animate both sets of examiners,—
namely : to aim at discovering the general
all-round ability of the candidate. But, the
putving of the same class of questions, and
the requiring of the same standard averages
on the answers (usually about 75 per cent. ),
is not, in itself, evidence of the cqual value
of the two procedures.

‘“Have the candidate before a Board and
the College student the same chance of
reaching that average? In this respect the
student is greatly privileged. He is exam-
ined by men whom he knows and who know
him ; his mind is drilled in a distinot direc-
tion, and he has become harmoniz:d to the
trein of thought of his professor ; the diffi-
cult subjects are again and again rehearsed
with him, in the quiz hours ; the hobbies of
his examiners are well’known to him, and
cerpain leading questi are handed down
from previous years and classes, like tradi-
tions; and sometimes significant hints are
thrown out, and advice given, that enable
the shrewd and quick minds smong the sta-
dents te foretell certain coming questions.

‘ Hew differently is the candidate before
the Board of Pharmacy situated! Often
he does not even know the nmames of his
exsminers ; he had no quiz master to coach
him ; he knows of no pecaliar or customary
questions that may be aeked ; and is there-
fore timid, devoid of confidence in himself
as well as in'his questioner, and inclined to
fsar she worst. ~ Truly, the chancee are

8 him, - ek . -

.* And, similarly, a difference exists be-
tween the two sorts of exsminers. The
College professors wish their students to
‘pase’; with the exception of some of the
largest and oldeet of our colleges, they feel
that they must make a showing before the
board of trpstees ; they are fond of parading
the great .fumber of their graduates before
the public, as the best means of gaining
new puplls; they would naturally be in-
clined to be leniens, for the maxim forced
upon them by their interest in the popalar-
ity of their institution is apt to read : ¢ As
many as possible.” And more than ordinary
human nature must be the share of the pro-
fessor who can keep entirely aloof from this
obvious pressure of motives favoring the
candidate.

¢ Not wo with: the Board examiners, They
are, In most instances, practical men, who
know the difficulties ‘and hardships of a
drugglst’s life ; they are quite likely to re.
oegnize the sine and mistakes of former gen-
erations in allewing * everybedy ' to dpen a
ﬂnﬂnw’ ; they know that.she number must

restricted, or general demoralization and
meral bankrupiey of the profession will'be
the inevitable 'resmlt ; they recognize the
necessity of higher pharmaceutical education
from their own difficulties in coping with
scientific gnestions. . Hence, they.are in.
clined te be severe ; their maxim is likely to
be: ' ¢ As few as possible.’

‘“In the matter of practical experience,
the soale tips the ssme way. Some of the
colleges are very lenient in their require-
ments in this “direction ; some others, that
impose a three or four years’ apprenticeship
8 & pondition for graduation, count the col-
lege years in ; whereas. the candidates com.
ing before Boards alone are ueually tound
well posted - in shop-work,—partly through
greater efforte of their' own in that direc-
tion, - expecting it will be quite a factor in
their ‘ passing —partly through the formal
 requirements imposed on the Board.

** We may, therefors, justly assume that,
—the same * questions’ aud she same © aver.
?u * belng given,— the successful candidate
om before & Board is annerior to. the usnal
run of mere * uates.’ ” 5

‘We have: in mind- several college grad-
uates whose practical knowledge—outside
of a 12 10 15 months eourse ab college~ con-
sists of an'experience of from one to three
yoars in a wholesale honss—where a know-
ledge of pharmacy or any of its branches
was not required. ese same college grad-
uates have invariably been the ones who
fought ahy of re-examinations by the State
or Provinoial Board.
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