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ed me why you had not been men
tioned ta the wtlL”

' "Of eoune, yo« told her there wee 
no reaeon why I should be?" said 
Jack, quickly.

"Yea; and I mentioned casually 
that you were a barrister—had your 
own profession." Jack grinned rue
fully. "She appreciates all you hare 
done for her, and Is very grateful; In 
fact, she seems to rely on you and to 
regard me"—he smiled—"as quitp a 
secondary individual; not that she 
Isn’t grateful to me, too, and she ex
pressed her gratitude very prettily.”

“Hjtve you warned Thomson and 
Oçeeu, and the other servants, to 
kee>) their mouths skutî” asked Jack 
grively. *'• •> • •

*Oh, yes," replied Mr. Horton, 
"a^d threatened them with all eerts 
of pains and penaltiqp., She Is not 
at all likely to hear anything of the 
other win."

"That’s all right; let’s forget it," 
■aid Jack cheerfully. -

“Easier said than donie,” said Mr. 
Horton, with a frown, “That will 
worries me, Chalfonte. I vriuit to 
know : which will was signed last, 
and what he did with the one we 
drew up—the one In your favour. 
He did not burn it, for there was no 
Are and there were no charred re- 
mains, ashes, anywhere in the room; 
I searched carefully." :

“Oh, well, It doesn’t matter," said 
Jack philosophically. "As I say, let’s 
forget It I’ll go to her now, unless

eyes; the color had faded from her 
face and left it white again.

I "I—don’t understand,” she faltered. 
"These—these are bank-notes, are 
they not? English bank-notes." She 
held ont the roll and Jack took It 

“Yea, they're English notes right 
enough, and for a large amount" he 
acid, and be was almost as surprised 
as she was.

“But where did they come from?" 
she asked In a low voice. "My fa
ther was poor. We had only a little
money----- Oh, I don’t understand!
I'm—afraid—frightened. It’s—It’s so 
strange."

"There’s nothing to he afraid of In 
bank-notes,” e»id Jack, encouraging
ly. "What's that paper you’ve got 
there?"

She opened the folded paper and 
looked et it; then her brows drew 
straight and she raised her eyes with 
a pusiled, bewildered expression.

"It looks Uhe—like a will." she 
faltered. "Oh, pleas*-—"

He took the paper and read It; 
then he dropped Into a chair and 
stared straight is front of him.

"Oh, tt’e a will right enough," he 
said, in a curious voice. "Spall I 
read it to your

"No," aha replied; "I—I shouldn’t 
understand—my brain 1» In a whirl. 
Please Just tell me what It means— 
though perhaps I have no right to 
hearr

said Jack,
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and figure, she looked a model chap
eron, and Jack, as she pressed hie 
hand, congratulated him 
having secured her.

"I am so glad you hi 
Jack," she said.

"How^is she?" he asked.
"Better, I am glad to say,” replied 

Mrs. Feltham, in her soft, clear 
voice. "I have made her take plenty 
of rest, and, though she is still very 
pale—I should think she never has 
much colour—she has evidently got 
over the shock of things.”

Jack nodded thoughtfully.'- "She’s 
a good plucked one, I know,” he 
said. “Poor girl ! ”

"She is in the library with Mr. 
Horton,” said Mrs. Peltham. "He 
wants to have a moment with you be
fore you see Miss Norton. Oh, yes; 
Nora is growing stronger, more cheer
ful and resigned, every day. Of 
course, she doesn’t yet realise the 
great change that has befallen her; 
but presently I am going to take her 
amongst the people of the estate, and 
perhaps up to London for the day.. 
She wants very craeful treatment, 
and tender treatment, Jack.”

"And she’ll get that from you, I 
know, Mabel, 
her?"

“My dear Jack, I love her; indeedT 
it would be very difficult not to do 
so; she is so sweet and modest—and 
yet there’s nothing of the shrinking 
flower about her, I dare say you’ve 
noticed that little air of quiet dig
nity which is natural to her?"

there yere

“Oh, yes, you have,’ 
with a little laugh, so strange and 
peculiar that «he started slightly and 
gazed at him half fearfully. "It 
means that you are Immensely rich. 
You are the heiress to Mr. Jesse B. 
Chalfont’s fortune—my friend’s. He 
made this will last night, and he left 
every penny he’d got to you.”

come,
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German Cir
culars in 
Fruit Basket

the manager arrived home with hie 1 
fruit he emptied the basket and un
derneath the fruit he found a second 
circular. This circular, however, was 
not written in English as the other 
had been and was in the German 
language. It is now being translated 
and the gentlemen will soon know 
the purport of the message in the cir
cular.

It is understood that each basket of 
fruit received contained a similar cire 
cular printed in German. These gen
tlemen have a suspicion that the firm 
selling the fruit or some agency un-

CHAPTBR IX.
THREE weeks later Jack, followed 

by Jim, went slowly up the steps of 
Chertson Hall. After Mr. Chalfont’s 
funeral, which had been attended not 
only by the major part of the villa
gers, who had lost a good landlord 
and friend, but 
prominent Citj

a number of 
n, philanthro

pists, and so on. Jack had returned 
,to- his chambers. For Miss Norton, 
its mistress, had been duly Installed 
at the Hall. 1

It had been a strenuous time for 
Jack, for not only had he been occu
pied in assisting Mr. Horton in the 
arrangement of the late Mr. Chal- 
font’a affairs, but he had played the 
part of guide, mentor, and friend to 
the lonely gtri who had suddenly be
come the heiress of Mr. Chalfont’a 
vast wealth.

■ And he had played the part well and 
with all his heart; he had tried to 
comfort her in her distress; had, 
with Mt. Horton’s assistance, made 
the way of her great change smooth 
for her, had seen to everything great 
and email, and, lastly, had procured 
for her a chaperon in the person of a 
Mrs. Feltham, a middle-aged lady 
who could act as companion and 
chaperon to the heiress. Mrs. Felt
ham was a distant connection of the 
Chalfontee, a woman of the world, 
kindly and gentle, and she had at 
once taken the lonely girl to her 
heart

In fact, Jack’s mind had been so 
fully engaged with the affairs of the 
dead man and hie heiress that he 
had not had time to think of himself 
—which, perhaps, was just as well."

As he entered the hall of the house 
which had been so nearly his, Mrs, 
Feltham, hearing his voice, came out 
of the morning-room to meet him. 
With her white hair, aristocratic face
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war and Turkey virtually cut ou huu. 
communication with her allies and 
almost with annihilation in Palestine 
likely soon will be forced to sue for 
a cessation of hostilities against her. 
Meanwhile the Entente Allied forces 
from Belgium to Verdun on six battle 
fronts are registering 
victory over the 
the enemy tijont 
Is crumbling! 
desperate resistance that is b^ing oh 
lered on varions sectors. Seeing even
tual defeat staring her in the^ face 
through the 
Serbians, Italian,
French troops tn the 
Serbia,

voice bade him enter. She rose from 
her chair to meet him with her hand 
outstretched, and just the faintest

"Oh, yes,
few things about Miss Norton which 
be had not noticed.

“What I mean is that she has no
thing of the nervousness, the gauche
ness, which one might reasonably 
have expectedjn a girl in her posi
tion who has been raised suddenly 
from poverty to great wealth; indeed, 
she has stepped into her place so nat
urally, and yet

victory afterl 
Teuton arms, and 
almost everywhere 

notwithstanding the]
Five Reasons x 
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Fit Your Feet swift progress of tne 

British, Greek and 
reclaiming of 

and the! invasion of Bulgarian 
territory, the Bulgarians 
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so modestly, that 
every now and then I forget that she 
was not born in the purple, so to 
speak”

“Oh, yes,” said Jack; there were 
said Jack. “She’ll fill the bill Jo per
fection. Ah, here’s Horton!"

Mrs. Feltham, murmuring an ex
cuse, left the two men together.

“Well,” said Jack, “how goes it?”
"Things are going very well,” re

plied Mr. Horton—"better even than 
Miss Norton is easy to
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And the Worst is Yet to Come I expected, 
get oMwith, and I must say I am sur
prised at the little difficulty I find in 
explaining matters to her; and, of 
course, there’s a good deal needs ex
plaining.”

"Just so,” said Jack. There was a 
pause; then he added, with his eyes 
on the carpet, “she does not suspect 
—I mean, she hag no idea of how 
matters stood between poor Mr. 
Chal font and me?"

"No," replied Mr. Horton. "That 
is—I think not She is extremely in
telligent, and, of course, when she 
came to think things over, she was 
surprised that Mr. Chalfont bad left 
everything to her and had not made 
any bequests; she was evidently dis
appointed that there were no - rela
tions to whom she could give some 
of the money. And she mentioned 
your name.”

"Oht" said Jack, uneasily.
“Yea; I suppose she discovered 

that you were not only Mr. Chalfont’s
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