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2,000 MILES OF RAILWAY 
BUILT IN WEST IN 1908

Remarkable Extension of Various 
Systems Notwithstanding Prevail­
ing Financial Depression—Total 
Mileage in Canada at End of Year 
is 10,757 Miles.

Railway building in the west occu­
pies a position entirely different froc 
that in other countries, inasmuch a: 
the lines pave the way for settlemen 
rather than following in the wake a: 
lias been the custom. The railway 
have, as a result, played a most im 
portant part in the development < 
the west, and have taxed their re­
sources to the limit to provide th 
transportation facilities demanded b: 
the incoming settlers. They have ex 
tended their lines with a rapidity tha 
must be a surprise to any not familia 
with the situation, and this fact i 
csnecially true of the year 1908.

It is commonly supposed that owinj 
to the financial depression during tin 
past year the companies have not pro 
vided for their development and ex 
tension work in the Canadian wes" 
and that this work has been more o 
less at a standstill. It is true that foi 
the reason mentioned there was somi 
interference with the work of exte.n 
sion on all the railways, but tin 
amount which has been actually ac 
compiished is very much greater thaï 
one might suppose. If a line of rai 
had been built during the past sum 
mcr extending from Winnipeg througl 
to the Pacific coast it would have bet-i 
deemed a most wonderful thing, bul 
there has been brought under opera 
tion in the Canadian west during th< 
past year an amount of railway 
mileage considerably greater the r 
from Winnipeg to the coast. The act­
ual distance from Winnipeg to Van 
couver is less than 1.500 miles, while 
the new mileage of the western rail 
ways during the past year amounts ti 
1,925 miles. In this there is not in­
cluded a large amount of track whiel 
is rapidly approaching completion, t : 
which the dump has been finished 
and on which the track will be lair’ 
early next year. In round numbers, 
and including some short pieces o' 
new track which are nearing comple­
tion, it might be said that there wert 
actually added to the railway lines o! 
the Canadian west during the year 
1908 a total of 2,900 miles and or 
which passenger trains are now bein;. 
operated. All this mileage has beer 
built under government supervision 
and was not used lor the transporta 
tion of passenger trains until it hac 
been inspected by the government en 
gineers, who are required to certify 
that every mile is well ballasted and 
in every way serviceable for the ordi­
nary business of the companies ope 
rating them.

The 2,000 miles of new track would 
be a very respectable railway. Ther- 
are scores of cbmpanies in the United 
States and in Canada, supplied will 
all the officials necessary for th; 
work of a large corporation, whiel 
have not, all told, 2,000 miles of track 
on their entire system. A company 
having as large a mileage as this 
with all the necessary equipment fo? 
the operation of the line, would b 
worthy of the respectful considéra 
tion of railway men in all parts of the 
world. Yet there has been added te 
the railroads of western Canada dur 
ing the past year a mileage of this ex 
tent, and all the equipment for th; 
operation of the lines has also beer 
provided. The men necessary to car­
ry on the additional work have beer 
engaged and are now employed a’ 
these new duties. Farmers and mer 
chants in all parts of the country- 
have been furnished with the needed 
transportation facilities and the en 
tire business interests of the country 
have realized the benefits accruing.

How Mileage Is Distributed.
The new mileage which has beer 

added to the various lines during the 
year is distributed among the Cana­
dian Pacific, the Canadian Northern 
and the Grand Trunk Pacific. Fig­
ures furnished by the various railway 
companies show that the distributer 
was as follows:

The Canadian Pacific railway, ac 
cording to the reports of the engineer 
ing department, added 826 miles.

The Canadian Northern, according 
to the reports of its engineering de­
partment, added 245 miles.

The Grand Trunk Pacific completed 
and brought under operation 854 
miles.

Tlie total mileage of the Canadian 
Pacific railway west of Port Arthnr 
at the close of the year is reported at 
6,160 miles.

The total mileage of the Canadian 
Northern at the close of the year is 
reported at 3,119 miles.

The total mileage of tire Grand 
Trunk Pacific under operation at the 
close of the year is reported at 854 
miles.

The total mileage of the Great Nor- 
them railway in western Canada at 
the close of the year is reported at 
624 miles.

Total Mileage in West.
The total mileage of all the railway 

companies doing business in western

1909.
the close of 1903 is thus 

10,767 miles The work of the Grand 
Trunk Pacific during the year has 
been confined in western Canada to 
the construction of the main line 
and the Lake Superior brandh. The 
latter has been completed and
trams are now running on it
to the point of junction with the main 
me which has been completed from 

"he city to Hawkins, Sask., 680 miles 
vest from the city. A large amount 
u efiulPmeni. has been sent on from 
he east and is now being used in the 
msiness of the company. At various 
roints along the line it has- been nec­
essary to erect bridges of considerable 
lze. One of the most important of 
hese is the great structure at Clover 
lar, near Edmonton, where the larg- 
st single concrete piers on the conti- 
ient have been constructed. The te­
al cost of this bridge will be in tb'- 
leighborhood of a million dollars. In 
Winnipeg good progress is being made 
n the new Union depot, which will 

>e used by the Grand Trunk jointly 
lth the Canadian Northern. Numér­
os small buildings have been erected 

dong the line through the west and 
ire now in use.

On the Canadian Northern lines 
here was completed the new line from 
degina to Brandon, which constitutes 
'■ most important connection for that 
■unpany, as it brings it not only into 
he city of Regina, but also affords 

'he needed direct connection with the 
ine running from Regina to Prince 
llbert. Lines were also completed on 

the Thunder Hill extension and on 
he Goose Lake branch. On the Can- 
idian Pacific there has been com- 
o'eted the double track between Fort 
iVilliam and Winnipeg, the line from 
?irassburg to Saskatoon on the Kirk- 
îlla branch, the line from Saskatoon 
Vi Wilkie, on the way to Edmonton; 
the line from Wolseley to Reston, the 
line from Teuton to Komamo (26 
miles), and a line from Virden, Man., 
north ten miles. The grading was 
completed on the line frrom Saskatoon 
o flardisty, - and some grading was 
lone on the line to Icelandic river,
Manitoba. Among other improve- 
nents on the central division were 
■he relaying of the Souris branch with 
!5-pound steel, the building of new 
■ngine houses at Minnedosa and La 
Riviere, the installation of cables at 
the Fort- William coal docks, new 
lumping station at Portage la Prai- 
ie, the creation of experimental for- 
•st farms and numerous others.*

Western Division of C. P. R.
On the western division of the C.P.

R. the line from Moose Jaw to Out- 
ook was completed. Work was done 
m the change of line between Leth­
bridge and Macleod, on the immense 
bridge over the Belly river, and cn 
he grade reduction work on the Medi- 
;ine Hat section. Numerous old 
bridges were replaced with steel spans 
in concrete abutments. On the Cal­
vary, Medicine Hat and Lethbridge 
sections ballasting and widening -1 
the dump—and on the Crow’s Nest 
ind .Sirdar sections—relaying Nest 
track with 80-pound steel. New sec- 
ion houses on the Calgary section, 

drilling large well for water supply i-t 
Cummings, new pipe line and pump­
ing station at Suffield, experimental 
ree planting at Gleichen and Her­
bert, new stock yards at Burk, new vnuae
ce house at- Strathcona, erection çf roajg ^sve

ENGINE PLUNGED INTO LAKE.

De-Snowslide in Mountains Causes 
railment of Locomotive.

Revelstoke, B.C., Jan. 14—Carrying 
ts engineer and fireman with it. the 
ocomotive of a westbound C. P. R. 

freight train ran into a.snowslide at 
Three Valley lake at full speed at 3 
I’clock this morning, and leaving the 
.ails, jumped down the embankment 
•nd plunged into the lake. It is pre­
sumed that both men were pinned in 
the cab of the engine, could not es­
cape and were drowned. The acci- 
*®nt happened at a point where the 
•1 gine striking an obstruction would 
be almost bound to topple over into 
be lake, provided they were running 
it any speed. It is reported here that 
>nlv the locomotiv* fell into the lake, 
vhich is said to ’ • about thirty feet 

deep at this pc; t, rapidly shelving 
to a much greate. depth a short dist- 
ince from shore. The engineer’s name 
was J, Coughlin. The fireman is un­
known. Several freight cars immedi- 
itely -behind the locomotive were de­
railed, but did not fall over the em­
bankment.

MARINE ENQUIRY REPORT.

-Justice Cassels Will Make Hie Official 
Report Next Week.

Ottawa, Jan. 14—Thp report of Mr.- 
Justice Cassels, giving his finding on the 
evidence adduced in the investigation of 
the civil service commissioners charges 
igainst the marine department, will be 
presented to the government next week 
and will be presented to parliament as 
«oon as printed.

With-a view 'of obtaining as far as pos­
sible, uniform fisheries regulations in 
Canada, the government has asked Prof. 
Prince, Dominion fisheries commissioner 
to confer with the various provincial 
governments on the question.

He continued the work begun a year 
ago by Mr. Bastedo, now in charge of 
the government old age annuities depart­
ment. The matter of overlapping federal 
and provincial jurisdictions in respect to 
fisheries regulations will fie taken up 
with the provincial authorities by Prof. 
Prince and an effort will be made to 
reach a satisfactory working agreement 
af all fisheries questions now at issue 
between tlie federal and provincial gov-

2 CENT RATE IN TEXAS.

cottages for employees on Cranbrooke 
lection, new pipe line and water tank 
it Frank.

Pacific Division of C. P. R.
On the Pacific division work has 

been done during the past year as fol­
lows : Changing grade between Field 
ind Hector, commonly known as the 
Field Hills reduction work; the com­
pletion of the line from Esquimault to 
Alberni, new fire heating system tor 
-ngine houses at Revelstoke and 
Field, replacing old bridges with eteel 
spans at many points on the Laggan, 
Cranbrooks, Sirdar, Mountain, Shush- 
.vap, Revelstoke and Arrow Lake, Slo- 
can and Boundary sections, replacing 
old bridge on Fraser river with steel 
pan (cost $250,000.)

KILLED BY A TRAIN.

Accident at Grimsby Results in Three 
Fatalities.

Grimsby, Jan. 16—A sleigh load of 
oeople returning from a dance at 
Winona was struck by a Grand Trunk 

; xprees runing sixty miles an hour 
ust east oi Grimsby. Mr. and Mrs. 
V. Wilson, Geo. Tetter and Mrs. Geo. 
Tetter, were killed, the first three out- 
ignt, the last dying a few hours af’ei 
rom injuries. Miss. Lottie Tetter, in 
:ured internally, may not recover. 
Jordon Nelson, terribly batered is not 
likely to recover. He was taken tc 
,he Hamilton hospital. Both horses 
vere killed and the sleigh smasher- 

t-o kindling. All of the killed and in 
-ured belong to Grimsby.

Riots in Wine Region.
Oporto, Jan. 16.—The distress in 

the port wine growing regions arising 
rfom a crisis in the wine trade cul­
minated on Friday in rioting. At 
Regoa, the troops keeping order were 
fired on b yan infuriated mob and re­
plied with a bayonet charge. It is 
said that calm -has been restored and 
the troops have returned to their bar­
racks.

Legislature Has Bill Before it Provid- 
ing for Reduction in Railway Rates.

i Austin, Aex., Jan. 14—Radical legis­
lation against railroads and other cor­
porations will mark the thirty-fi:st 
legislature which got down to busi­
ness today, having met Tuesday. On 
recommendation oz Governor Camo- 
bell, in his annual message. Senator 
Brachfield introduced a bill to reduce 
railway passenger fares from three to 
two cents per mile. State Banking 
Commissioner Love introduced a mea­
sure to imprison all bankers who bor­
row money from their own banks and 
Sen-tor G. H. Holsey proposed a bill 
to imprison United States representa­
tives and senators from 1 to 4 years 
lor acting as attorneys for public s»r- 
vics corporations. The latter measure 
is aimed against Senator Bailey, and 
will cause a warm fight. The rg.il- 

have a strong lobby here to 
fight a reduction of rates

OREGON TRAINS SNOWBOUND.
Passengers 

Tediou:
Stalled.

From the eEast Make 
Journey—Many Trains

Portland, Ore., Jan. 16.'—Five hun­
dred men, women and children, pas­
sengers on two snowbound trains 
from the east, one from Chicago, 
crossed the Columbia river on the ice 
at The Dalis yesterday afternoon. 
They were passengers on O. R. & N. 
trains and crossed to reach a North 
Bank train on the Washington shore. 
The North Bank train proceeded twen­
ty miles towards Portland, when it, 
too, poked its nose into a snow drift 
and there it remained. Relief trains 
from Portland are hurrying to the 
scene with food for the passengers 
and wrecking srews to open up the 
drift.

CHINESE ENVOY TO J. S.

Discusses Far Eastern Question With 
State Department.

Washington, Jan .16—It has b?eq 
admitted :n official circles here for 
-om i’.ime that the mission of Tang 
Shao Yi. special envoy ,‘rom China, 
:o th. eUnited tSates. "had a further 
object than to thank the United States 
ior the return of a large portion of 
he Boxer indemnity fund. Tliat 

.Tang Shao . \ i -discussed ..far eastern 
question,!' with Mr, Rot at the «taie 
(apartincut i< a mi te l. officially,- ul- 
-iioug'i Mr. Rom :.:.l f at’/, tant the 
question o fa Chinese-Aiivricr.n a:!i- 
mco war not m rationed.

Kingston Light Plant Surplus.
Kingston, Jan. 14.—The civic light 

plant will show a slight surplus for 
1908. The year stands as a most 
strenuous one in view of reduced 
rates, increased taxes and general re­
pairs.
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THE WESTERN OUTLET 
FOR GRAIN OF ALBERTA

United Farmers of Alberta Discuss 
This Most Important Subject— 
Thomas Woolford, of Cardston, 
Delivers Paper Outlining Great 
Possibilities of This Route for 
AJberta Farmers.

The reduction of the rate on grain 
shipped from points in Alberta to Liv­
erpool to 22% cents per bushel, which 
is six cents per bushe-1 less than the 
cost by way of Fort William and the 
Great Lakes, has attracted the at­
tention of every farmer in the prov­
ince and the question looms up large 
at the convention of the united Farm­
ers of Alberta. A mass of informa­
tion on this subject of a western out­
let, and on the whole question of the 
present system of handling Alberta 
grain was contained in a paper read 
before the convention by Thos. Wool- 
ford, of Cardston. In this convention 
it is interesting to note the telegraph­
ic dispatch in the Bulletin to the ef­
fect that a syndicate of Americans 
have purchased a site for $100,000, for 
a grain elevator at Vancouver, show­
ing that it is expected the effects of 
the reduced rate will be to turn the 
ceaseless tide of Alberta grain from 
east to west.

Mr. Woolford sees in the western 
outlet the solving of the grain block­
ade in Alberta, which means an addi­
tional five or six cents per bushel to 
all those farmers who are forced ‘n 
sell their wheat to the elevators be­
tween Oct. 15th and Dec. 10th of each 
year. He also believes that the new 
outlet will require an Alberta Grain 
Act to cover all western shipments ’o 
which the Manitoba Grain Act is held 
not to apply.

A glance at the map will show that 
the grain raising district of the Prov­
ince of Alberta is about 1,500 miles 
from Fort William and Port Arthur, 
the present water terminals. These 
ports are open only about seven 
months in the year. Therefore, in 
shipping Alberta grain east, for five 
months in the year St. John is the 
nearest port, and this port is located 
almost 3,000 miles by rail from Al­
berta shipping points. A glance at 
the map shows that west of us is loca­
ted one of the best harbors in the 
world, at a distance of approximately* 
650 miles from Alberta shipping 
points. It is obvious from these com­
parisons that the time must soon 
■come when all of- the Alberta wheat 
should move to the Pacific coast. The 
wonder is that more of the wheat has 
not gone in this direction up to the 
present time.

Comparing rates we find that in 
1905 the rate from Alberta points to 
Fort William amounted to 25 cents 
per hundred pounds., and the rate 
from Alberta points to Vancouver 
amounted to 35 cents per hundred 
pounds for export. The rate from Al­
berta points to Fort William has îe- 
mained the same ! during the past 
three years and will undoubtedly re­
main the same for many years to 
come, owing to the tact that this rate, 
taking into consideration the length 
of the haul, is tht!1 cheapest rate *o 
be found anywhere ;on the American 
continent as applied to grain. The 
rate on grain from Albert à points to 
Vancouver has gradually been de­
creased as the quantity offered for 
shipment as increased, until, at the 
present, time, the rate from Alberta 
points to Vancouver for export is 22% 
cents per hundred. I do not believe 
that this is- as cheap a rate ; as the 
railway company will eventually 
make for this haul. It is proabbly as 
cheap a rate as can bs expected under 
present conditions with the present 
amount of grain offered for western 
shipment, but this rate is not the 
Cheapest by any means, taking dis­
tance into consideration, and event­
ually must work down to the same 
basis as rates on other divisions cov­
ering a haul of 65Q miles. With these 
two rates, however, as they stand at 
the present time, we find that we can 
ship wheat from Alberta points to 
Liverpool, by way of Vancouver, at 
ten cents per hundred pounds less 
than we can ship to Liverpool by way 
of Fort William, which is equal to 
six cents per bushel. With naviga­
tion closed at Fort William at the 
present time, making it necessary to 
haul grain All rail to St. John, we 
find at the present moment that we 
can really, ship by way of Vancouver, 
at 15 cents per hundred less than we 
can ship to Liverpool by way of Fort 
William and St. John, but the differ- 
enc2 of ten cents per hundred is the 
average, difference the whole year 
round, including the seven months 
when lake navigation is open and the 
five months when lake navigation is 
closed. We can therefore assume with 
the present rates as they stand, that, 
on an average, the year round 10 
cents per hundred can be saved on all 
grain shipments from Alberta points 
to Liverpool via Vancouver.

Markets have been worked up dur­
ing --ast two or three years in Ja­
pan, Chino. Mexico, Australia and 
the Philippine Islands, and at times 
grain can be exported to all these 
markets at a better figure than possi­
ble to obtain in Liverpool, but, of 
course, these, markets' are not open 
every year and are not open every 
month in the year, and our basis of 
comparison must necessarily be Liver­
pool, the world’s market, that is open 
every day in the year. If can get 
into Liverpool and save money by 
shipping through Vancouver, then we 
shall be in a position to take advan­
tage of these other markets whenever 
they are available.

The saving above outlined is on a 
basis of shipment by way of the Suez 
canal, or around the Horn, to Liver­
pool, and, of course, just as soon as 
the Panama canal is completed, an­
other large saving will be consumma­
ted. ]

So much for the saving possible *n 
freights under present conditions, 
which would amount to six cents per 
bushel on every bushel of wheat rais­
ed in the province of Alberta if fa­
cilities for handling grain in bulk 
were in operation, and if other condi­
tions did not exist which makes it 
next to impossible to move grain by 
way of Vancouver under present cir­
cumstances. This saving of six cents 
per bushel is entirely eaten up in con­
nection with all shipments at the 
present time, owing to the fact that it 
is necessary at present to sack all

! grain for western shipment. It costs 
us exactly six cents per bushel to 
sack the wheat. A large terminal 
storage elevator, similar to those in 
operation at Fort William, must 
eventually be erected at Vancouver. 
Of course it will not require as much 
storage in Vancouver, owing to the 
fact that the Vancouver port is open 
the year round and it will never be 
necessary to -store as much grain at 
that point as is necessary in the case 
of Fort William, the Fort William 
port being closed about five months of 
each year.

West vs. East.
Because navigation closes at Fort 

William about December 10th of each 
year, there in effect two different rates 
to Liverpool via the eastern route, one 
rate during the time that lake naviga­
tion is closed. The difference in these 
rates- makes a difference approximate­
ly of five cents per bushel in wheat. 
Shippers that use Fort William mar­
kets understand that in September, 
October, November and in December, 
up to the close of navigation, they re­
ceive five cents per bushel more for 
wheat actually on hand and in store 
at Fort William, than they receive fer 
the same wheat, in December and 
later months, that arrives in Fort 
William after the close of navigation. 
This affects all farmers who are forced 
to sell their grain to the elevators, 
and is a hard blow to these particular 
farmers while it does not help the ele­
vators in any way, and in fact, is a 
great detriment to the elevators, and 
the one thing that the writer believes 
causes more dissatisfaction on the part 
of the farmers, with the elevators than 
any other^one thing bearing on this 
subject.

Here is the way the deal works out. 
During the summer, before tlie crop 
is harvested, a large number of empty 
cars are accumulated in the Province 
of Alberta. The elevators are also 
emptied during the summer and, 
when threshing starts in the fall, all 
the elevators are empty and a large 
number of cars available for the use 
of shipping grain east. When the sea­
son opens the elevators start buying 
grain on what they believe and know 
to be a reasonable margin, taking into 
consideration the long distance at

the elevators could send forward their 
grain immediately as purchased, .that 
they could afford to pay, from Octo­
ber 15th to December 10th, or to the 
time of the close of navigation, 6 or 
7c per bushel more for wheat than 
they are able to pay under present 
conditions. Of course this don’t 
affect the individual farmer, who is in 
a position to load his grain to any 
great extent, -but it does affect very 
materially -the small farmer, and the 
farmer living at a long distance from 
the market, who is unable to ship, and 
what affects one class of farmers 
affects the entire farming com­
munity. This loss is nobody’s gain. 
This is the very thing' that causes 
so much dissatisfaction-with the ele­
vators, the ordinary farmer not un­
derstanding this proposition. He 
only knows that he was offered a cer­
tain price for grain at the elevator 
and that he himself, or his neigh,bor, 
ships a car of wheat and receives 8 or 
9c per bushel more than the elevator 
would pay. He immediately figures 
that the elevator company is robbing 
him of 5c or 6c per bushel. He does 
not také into consideration the fact 
that his carload of grain, loaded on 
track, can be shipped immediately to 
market and reach destination before 
the close of navigation, while the 
wheat taken into the elevator after 
October 15th remains in*the elevator 
indefinitely and must (be sold to ar­
rive after the close of navigation.

These difficulties I thoroughly be­
lieve can be overcome entirely by be­
ing able to ship to Vancouver to a 
port open the year round, and it will 
not only be a saving of 6c per bushel 
on freight, under present freight 
rates, but an additional saving of 5 
or 6c per bushel to all of those far­
mers who are forced to sell their 
wheat to the elevators between Octo­
ber 15th and December 10th of each 
year. /

Winter Wheat Market.
3rd—Saving money by establishing 

our own markets for red winter 
wheat instead of shipping our red 
winter wheat througM a spring wheat 
market.

Alberta hard red winter .wheat ie 
here to stay, and the time will come, 
the writer believes, when we will

which they are located from primary raise in this province practically no­
markets, and the margin is so satis- thing else, and it is well that it 
factory that we find at least 80 per- should be so. Hard red winter wheat 
cent of the farmers selling their grain can be grown in the province of Al­
to the elevators. During the first six herta, yielding better both in quan

THREE MEN LOST WAY 
ONLAKEWINNIPEGOSIS

Thomas Walker, Scotchman, Frozen 
to Death and Two Galicians Bad­
ly Frozen, as Result of Attempt 
to Reach Place 100 Miles From 
Lumber Cams.

Winnipegosis, Man., Jan. 15.—Thos. 
Walker, Scotchman, was frozen lo 
death and two Galicians badly frozen, 
one of whom will lose a foot and part 
of his hands, and the other a part of 
one foot, as result of these three men 
leaving their lumber camps-about 100 
miles north of here to walk to Winni- 
pegosis. They were lost çn the lake 
and in the bush for fifteen days. The 
Galicians were found lying on the ."ce . 
by some fishermen. Walker left them 
while lost on the lake, and no trace of 
him has been seen since. They were 
without food for ten days.-

Co-operative Buying.
Ottawa, Jan. 14.—About a year ago 

members of the Government Work­
men's Association initiating a co-ope­
rative purchasing scheme, made ar­
rangements with a company for 1,000 
tons of coal, bn which the members 
save one dollar a ton. Later they pur­
chased butter and saved $205. Alto­
gether by their co-operative plan they 
have saved about $1,500 and have 
made arrangements to extend their 
operations-.

Doukhobor Women More Tractable.
Prince Albert, Sask., Jan. 14.—War­

den Fred Kerr, of Prince Albert jail, 
will take six Doukhobor women who 
have been confined in the jail for the 
nast six months to their homes at 
Helberno tomorrow. These women, 
are some of the pilgrims to lake ports 
who persisted in doing without clothes 
last year. They have quite recovered 
from their frenzy and wear clothes 
and eat anything given them. When 
they first arrived at the jail they had 
to be led by force, but the imprison­
ment has had good effect.

to be over sanguine in regard to the 
future market situation, but it is my 
absolute belief that when facilities 
are in proper shape, which will re- 

weeks of every season at least, the titv and quality, than in any other quire one year and possibly two years 
business is in such shape, with every- place on the face of the earth. This l° £et ln condition, and when the free
‘hihg open and plenty of cars in AI- class of wheat is in more demand from movement of grain is allowed to_pro-
berta, so that the farmers who wish to foreign millers than any -other class of 
sell their grain to the elevators do so, , wheat grown. Hard spring wheat 
and the farmers who wish to ship probably make a better flour when 
have that privilege, and everything ground alone by itself, but hard
goes along in good shape, with 
no complaint from any one. 
Usually about six weeks after • the 
opening of the season all empty cars 
in Alberta are filled, elevators are 
filled to the room and the empty cars 
that have been filled are on their way 
to Fort William. Granting that 
these cars are emptied at Fort Wil­
liam and immediately returned to 
Alberta, which we do not think is 
always the case, it will -be no less 
than five or six weeks before empty 
cars are available to any great ex­
tent. A few empty ears, of course, 
are on hand all the time, which 
come into the province and are made 
empty here, having been brought 
from the east loaded with merchan­
dise. These cars are insufficient to 
go around and, because of the pecu­
liar law under which we are obligèd 
to operate, do not serve the purpose 
that they should serve. Generally, a 
few individual fanners obtain these 
cars, and the farmer with a small 
quantity of grain to ship, and the far­
mers living a long distance from the 
market, who are forced to depend up­
on the elevators, find themselves un­
able to sell their wheat, or, when they 
can find an opening at the elevator, 
find that they must sell at a direct 
loss of 5c per bushel over regular ele­
vator charges.

.The Elevator Proposition.
Here is the way this proposition 

operates with the elevators. About 
October 15th of each year, when the 
tie-up occurs, the elevators are filled 
with grain to the roof, grain which 
was purchased on a low margin. This 
grain must all be forced to Fort 
William before the close of naviga­
tion or the elevator companies will 
lose the 5c per bushel difference in 
price between the price quoted for 
grain delivered before the close of 
navigation and the price quoted for 
grain delivered after the close of 
navigation. Each elevator holds 30,- 
000 bushels of grain, and it is next to 
impossible to get this quantity of 
grain forward to Fort William mar­
kets before the close -of navigation, 
making it necessary for the elevator 
companies, just as soon as the tie-up 
occurs, to purchase on basis of 
tvheat values in December after the 
close of navigation, or, in other words, 
5c less than the price at which the

spring wheat is not good wheat ior 
mixing purposes. Tii ot. 
tiopical districts rsisir’'- 
ing can be l aised but a soft, - ? y 
wheat, which requires a hard wneai, 
mixture ih order to make flour. Ur- 
til Alberta commenced raising h rd 
red winter wheat the Kansas tv-ri r«d 
winter wheat was used entire y f:.r 
this purpose. , Now that Alberta *s 
raising a wheat much better than 
Kansas is able to raise, naturally we 
stand first and foremost in this 'ine. 
Our wheat is in great demand by ex­
porters, that is our No. 1, No .2 and 
No. 3 grades, and, if you consult the 
markets you trill'find that every year 
before the close of navigation our No. 
1, No. 2 and No. 3 red winter wheat 
sells in Fort William at a premium 
of from %e to lc per bushel over the 
same grades of spring wheat. If you 
continue your research you will also 
find that immediately after the close 
of navigation red winter wheat in 
the Winnipeg market, drops until it 
is Worth from 2 to 3c per bushel less 
than the same grades of spring wheat. 
The question occurs immediately as to 
why our red winter wheat is worth 
less after the close of navigation than 
before the cl-osc of navigation, and 
the only answer possible is, that 
after the close of navigation our red 
winter wheat, instead of going into 
the hands of millers and exporters, 
finds its way directly into the hands 
of Winnipeg commission men, who do 
not hesitate to depreciate the value of 
Alberta red winter wheat. The Win­
nipeg commission men certainly have 
no interest in keeping up the values 
of our Alberta red winter wheat. We 
then find ourselves in a position 
wiieiu we are trying to build up the 
tin- st grain gicwing country in ex­
istence on ’basis of \yheat that we 
know is in great demand for mixing 
imtp res, ant then placing these 
products into and through markets 
controlled by men who have absolute­
ly no interest in our welfare, who, 
if not actually antagonistic to our in­
terests, certainly are giving bur in­
terests no special attention. This 
difference of two or three cents per 
bushel on Alberta red winter wheat 
during the five months that naviga­
tion is closed, means a vast amount 
of money to the farmers of Alberta, 
whioh belongs to the farmers of Al-

elevators would be only too glad to-herta and which can only be obtained 
purchase the wheat, providing they for them ’by establishing our own ex­

changes, our own markets, and pul­
ing our grain through a -port that is

ceed uninterruptedly to the West, 
that the farmers of Alberta will re­
ceive on an average at least 8 to 10c 
per -bushel more for shipments to 
Vancouver than they could possibly 
receive ’by shipping to Fort 
William. As conditions are bettered 
Canal is completed, this difference will 
be greater and this will be done, and can 
be done in a way that will do away with 
the present misunderstanding existing 
between farmers and elevators, and fix 
things in such shape that the farmer will 
receive good benefits and at the same 
time will be able to sell his grain to 
the elevators if he desires at a satisfac­
tory price, or on the other hand be able 
to ship direct if-he thinks best to do so.- 

An Alberta Grain Act.
It happens with every shipment that 

grain shipped from the elevators expect­
ed to grade- a certain grade, sometimes 
fails to grade as expected here in Cal­
gary. For a time when these cars went 
off grade, we could stop them here in 
Calgary and dispose of it as we thought 
best, but, recently the warehouse com­
missioner has made a ruling that all ears 
billed to Vancouver must go straight 
through to Vancouver, and destination 
must not be changed in transit. Attempt­
ing to fill orders of any considerable size 
under these conditions is an impossibil­
ity, for there is no place in Vancouver 
to store cr sell grain that fails to grade 
in accordance with the original sale 
made. Whether this ruling is intended 
to discourage western shipments is a 
question, of course, that the writer can- 
nct say, but that it does discourage wes­
tern shipments and virtually puts a stop 
to them, under the present conditions, 
goes without proof. Before the Province 
of Alberta can take advantage of these 
western markets, and before thej^can be 
built up so that the farmers of Alberta 
can take advantage of these savings in 
connection with the value of theiif ciiips, 
certain changes must be made ii>-' the 
Manitoba Grain Act as to make itypossi- 
ble to make the movement to Vancouver 
free and unhampered. The present act, 
which was made for a spring wheat rais­
ing country located at a comparatively 
short distance from an interior market 
open to navigation for seven months in 
the year and closed for five months -n 
the year, and an act made especially for 
a country that had its markets thor­
oughly established, and at a time when 
its markets had been established and in 
operation for a number of years, will not 
do for the Province of Alberta, raising 
an entirely different kind of -wheat 
which they are trying to put on the mar­
ket through a port open 12 months in 
the year, and which they are trying to 
put on the market through this port not 
only to Liverpool but also to a number 
of other wheat consuming countries. This 
act', in its present state, as it applies to

that ex- the Province cf Alberta will never do,

could -get it forward to -market prompt­
ly. This difference is not covered en- _
tirely -by the difference in freight, but open the year round, so 
tying up the grain in the elevator porters can come to our markets j particularly while these markets are be­
moans insurance, interest and other direct for thh wheat they they re- j ing worked up and established, and
items which go to add to the expense quire and get it every day of every : while the movement west is in its in-
of handling. It is safe to say that if month of every year. I do not wish 1 fancy.

Member.

COMPOSITION OF THE LEGISLATURE
MINISTERIALISTS.

Occupation. Constituency.
Hon. A. C. Rutherford ...........................Lawyer ......................................... ............Strathcona.
Hon. C. W. Cross ..................................Lawyef .. .............. ....,........................Edmonton City.
Hon. W. H. Ciishing .......................... Manufàcturer .. .................................... Calvary
Hon. W. T. Finlay ................. ........... Merchànt ..................................................Medicine Hat
Charles W. Fisher ....... i.................... Merchant .................................................. Banff
J. R. Boyle ............................................Lawyer............. '............. .......... ,............Sturgeon
F. A. Walker ........................................ Farmef............................. .........u.............Fort Saskatchewan
D. C. McNab .........................................Miner (....................................................... Lethbridge
John T. Moore ..................................... Capitalist    ..................................R°d Dèer
J. P. Marcellus .................................... -Rancher
Fletcher Bredin ..................................Retired Fur Trader ........
John W. Woolf ................................... ..Rancher .............................
M. McKenzie .........................................Lawyer ...............................
F. H. Riley ............................................Rancher ........................"..
T. A. Brick ......... ..................................Farmer ...............................
H. W. McKenney ................................. Capitalist ...........................
A. S. Rosenroll ..................................... Realty Agent ....................
W. F. Puffer ...........................................Merchant ...........................
J. R. McLeod ........................................ Physician ...................... .'.
John A. McPherson .............................. Farmer ..’ .;......................
J. B. Holden .........................................Farmer ................................
John A. Simpson ................................... Farmer .. ........................
R. T. Telford ...................... ...........<..Merchant............................

OPPOSITION.
A. J. Robertson ....................................Merchant ...........................
C. D. Hiebert ........................................ Merchant ...........................
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