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INTEREST i IH4RKS ohinery, and allow thtm to work two 
tiours more every day and pay less 
wages than we do." He had hi mind 
tne Lethbridge mine.

By the Chief Justice :—
Q.—That would be

pk or the employer, or for an. improve fportion, of accidents was one for every 
■ed attendance by the workmen result- (32,600 tons "Of coal rhised', 'or more 
inf from the greater time they would ' than double the number of accidents 
have in? which to renew their physical 
power». No account was taken of the 
more efficient maintenance of the 
haulage and roadways or of the in
creased output likely to result from

of lobbyists headed by R. B. Bennet, 
of Calgary, came down oft the Legist 
latnre and Succeeded in having the 
law repealed. They assured the 
members that such vicious legislation 
as this Act would so enhance the 
price of coal that public feeling would 
be roused, and that with the cam
paign the lobbyists contemplated the 
usefulness of the members would be 
ended.

The operators were very powerful 
then, but now the industry was on a 
much more complete basis and' the 
organization of the men was better. 
Two years ago. when Mr. Simmons 
went through the first Alberta cam
paign, he said, and asked the suffrage 
of his present constituenty the ques
tion was a live one.

I was pledged then to support legis
lation of this kind and I have not 
failed in it. Some of my opponents 
accused me of not being sincere in 
the matter, but even they no longer 
maintain such an opinion of me. l 
have since then advocated the ques
tion night and day. When Mr. Mar
cellos brought in some legislation to 
this effect I seconded it warmly, but 
as the measure was one requiring 
Government action on the broadest 
basis our measure was withdrawn, 
the commission was appointed and 
this excellent bill before us to-night 
is the outcome.

The arguments put up by the oper
ators in 1900, and which were only 
selfish in the extreme, have been 
quite dispelled by the Minister’s 
speech, and I take thie opportunity 
to congratulate the honorable Minis
ter of Public Works upon the capital 
Act brought forward. It meets with 
the approval of the men most inter
ested ; it .'refutes the objections made 
by the operators, and it drives away 
the bugbear of increased cost of coal.

He pointed out that in clause b 
subsection 2 there was possibility of 
contention between miners and em
ployers and he suggested an appeal 
to some outsider such as a provincial 
inspector. He objected to the fact 
that the Act was planned to come in 
force only in March, 1909. This'he 
realized was arranged in regard to 
the majority of contracts which fan 
on until about that period.

Mr. Simmons believed the law 
could be put in force without too 
greatly interfering with existing con
tracts If this were not so he would 
forego his objections. But he con
sidered that if the bill were in work
ing force a sufficient time before the 
next convention of the miners and 
operators at Calgary much disputing 
might be avoided.

Both members of the opposition fol
lowed with brief remarks of commend
ation upon the bill in which even 
from the opposition standpoint they 
could find no flaw. It was on this 
occasion the member for Didsbnry 
set out quoting from St. Paul and 
created a ripple of laughter. ' r' j

On motion of the Premier the hotise 
adjourned- until- today at -three 
o’clock. . , ....

ONTARIO CONTRASTS “I think eight_ hours long, en
ough for. any miner to-be engaged 
at work in subterraneous gloom. 
The men have pointed out how 
in the short days of winter they 
would go down the pit in the 
morning before it was light, and 
would not come up again until 
after the sun had gone down. Day 
after day they went down, spend
ing their lives in darkness both 
above and below ground and that 
had a very depressing effect upon 
their constitution.”—Hon. W. H. 
Cushing, minister of public 
works,in course of debate on Eight 
Hour Bank to Bank Bill in Leg
islature Tuesday. -

0 BANK LAW BOTH DEBATES WITH SUNNY ALBERTA
, - , ----- ----- an argument in
mine?0* ma*ung a l®8al day in every

A.—Yes.
Q- Suppose the law were - put in 

such shape that each mine in this 
province should be run the same num
ber of hours, would that place you in 
a more satisfactory condition?

A.—Yes, sir.
Q.—Regardless of what the hours 

were?
Yes. Just make them all Alike. 

Put us-all on the same -basis.
Q-—You think that would be. satis

factory?
A.—Yes.
It therefore seems to me, Mr. Speak

er, that we are not going, too. far in 
legislation when we are granting to 
the miners of Alberta by legisla
tion the same advantages that 
have been granted in France, Austria, 
Holland, Australia,. New Zealand, 
British Columbia .and in view of the 
proposed legislation in Great Bri
tain. , ■ - ■

He Considers Employers.
Now, with regard to the employers— 

the operators of this province claim 
that an eight hour day from bank to 
bank will reduce the output by ten 
per cent. Experience, however, does 
not show that such has been the case, 
as the following exiamplee will show : j

In 1901 the number of persons em
ployed below and above ground in 
Austria were 59,591 and 22,473,509 tons 
of lignite coal were produced. In 
1905, 53,189 people were employed and 
the production was 22,692,076 tons. 
Thus while the number of people em
ployed had decreased by 12 per cent, 
the output increased by 218,567 tons.

Previous to the passing of an act 
in 1872 boÿs were' ' employed under
ground in some of the large mines in 
England for eleven and twelve hqurg.

Continued from page three.to be Introduced by 
Cushing on Wednes- 

tion in Interests of

find a greater degree of safety where 
the long hours obtained than whtre 
shorter hours were worked. As a mat
ter of fact we find the greater ratio of 
the long hours obtained than where 
worked.

Case of- Consumer.
I now come to the question of the 
consumer. We are told that it will in
crease the cost of the coal. When 
the Workmen's Compensation for In
juries bill was before the imperial 
house it was sfùd that the cost of pro
duction would be increased by three 
pence or more per ton, but in practice 
it had not increased the cost of coal 
one penny per ton. Therefore, hon. 
members of this legislature should be 
wary in accepting that plea as against 
the bill notv under discussion, as the 
same discount might be made in their 
statements, in regard to this measure. 
The miners have ho desire to add to 
the cost of production, because that 
is' a *tery serious matter for the work
man as: well as the employer; but 
there is. one thing on which there 
could be no compromise and that was 
the. sacrédnëss of home life. This is 
a question which ought to be consid
ered in a category entirely apart from 
the cost of production. The price of 
coal will largely depend on the de
mand.

The Act before the House provides 
that- a- workman shall not be below 
ground in a mine for the purpose of 
his work and of going to and from his 
work, or be allowed to be below 
ground for that purpose, for more 
than eight hours during any con
secutive twenty-four hours.

In dealing with the question of an 
eight' hour day .for miners, it is im
portant to bear in mind that a coal 
mine W iiot’likA'A factory where all 
may be in their places ready to start 
Work at approxirainately the same 
time and-cease at a given time.

Hours in Mine.
Under subsection (a) oi section 2 of 

thfs bilT we have made our calculation 
■upon the-basis at an individual aver
age eight hour day—for instance, a 
man goes down the shaft at 6.30 a.m. 
will require to be up at. 2.30 p.m. 
The last man to go down say at seven 
would need to be up at three. The 
middle man would go dbwn say at 
quarter to seven and he would require 
to be up at a quarter to two.

Those mines which are entered 
otherwise than a. shaft are covered 
by Sections of the Act.'-The men in 
these mines take a certain time to 
reach a certain point in the workings 
before they separate' to the different 
levels and gangways-And each mine 
has its <uvn -individual starting point. 
This time is provided for..in the -Act. 
and means the periods property cor
responding to thp time fixed for the 
commencing find cdtnpMiori of the 
raising and’ lowering of workmen in a 

: shaft. -;:r. ,
i, I think hon, Mctqber^vjill a^reç as 
tq the necessity of the provision ex
empting a1 Maine-#bin ‘the operation of 
fhe bill Where Xfts was- nfcceesary by 
reason :#t' any 1 aoeidtint, .'causing, thej

the human factors that were brought 
into the problem.

Mr., Speaker, can it be seriously 
contended that in the face of such re
sults flowing from modern appli
ances, mechanical inventions, and the 
general bracing up of efficiency in the 
mines, the same- necessity existed for 
working long hours? On humanitari
an grounds alone there is an over
whelming case, not merely for the 
sympathetic consideration of this mea
sure by the House, but for the abso
lute approval Of the measure unanim
ously by the leto datura and the 
country.

Forecast of Eisults Here.
Mr. Speaker, when we look at the 

facts in relation to thè output of coal 
in the province of Alberta I think we 
need not be seriously alarmed that 
there will be any decrease in the out
put by this legislation. The Incts are 
as follows:—
The number of mines opened in

1906 were............... .. .. .t .. .. 22
Number of mines in operation

that year .................... ... .. .. •.. 75
Number of mines abandoned in

1905 .................... ................. ' .. .. 5
Number of persons employed in-
^side the mines.......................... 2000

Number of persons employed 
outside the mines.. ...... ^. 800

Total number of persons .. .. .. 2800 
190b

Number of new mines opened in
1906. .  .................................. ; 16

Number of mines in operation in
1906 ............. .'......................... 61

Number of 'mines abandoned hr
1906 V..................  2

Number, of persons employed in-
sicia .. 2000

Number of persons employed 
outside the mines "800:

Total persons employed- 2800
Jn 1901 the output in. tons,for 

the -Norjh-Vyest Territories 
(Alb'éi ta "and Saskatchewan) ,

' was:. . . .. ...... .'.'346,349
1902 510,674
1903 ................... ------ ... ... 622,939
1904 ............. . .. ,... .... 782,931

Alberta.
1905 ................................................  811,228
1906 .. .. .....................................1,385,000

It will be seen from these figures
that there has been a very steady in
crease, the output for the year 1905 
being nearly 200 per cent, more than 
1901, and the production for the year 
1906 being over 70 per cent, more than 
that oi 1905, in spite of the fact that 
the number of individuals employed 
was the same in each year.

The total returns for the year 1907 
have not. yet been received, but we 
have every- reason to believe that. we. 
■will have an increase of 456,000 tons ini 
the eoaj production of last year.

descent to the beginning oi the ascent. 
The law provides that persons at work 
where the temerapture exceeds 86 de
grees Fahrenheit or where very great 
inconvenience is suffered from water, 
should not remain below longer than 
six hours a day.

In Belgium a commission was ap
pointed last year to enquire into this 
,-ubject and their report is being await
ed with considerable interest.

In the United States of America es
tablished constitutional difficulty has 
made it difficult to regulate the hours 
of labor. In endeavoring to frame 
any such lawa the state legislatures 
of the United States are confronted 
by the impossibility of, reconciling 
-uch laws with the "provisions oi the 
constitution which" prohibit them from 
doing anything to impair the right of 
individuals to make contracts. Laws 
in this sense have therefore been de
clared unconstitutional except in two

(1) —Where a state or the federal con" 
gross has legally limited the hours of 
labor on work done for the govern
ment. which is in such cases in the 
position of master and a third party, 
does not intervene to disturb the mak
ing of a lawful contract;

(2) —Where the work is done under 
unhealthy conditions, in which case 
the federal government, under the 
"police powers’’ conferred on it by the 
constitution, can, in the interests ot 
public health, compel or sanction the 
emorcement of measures to protect it.

Difficulties Across Border.
The Suprme court of the United 

States has asserted the right of the 
federal authorities to enforce the limi
tation of hours of labor in certain 
mines where poisonous fumes arise, 
but has refused to include coal mines 
in the same category, so that1 the legal 
limitation of hours .in coal mines in 
the United States would appear to be 
impossible.

As a matter of fact the eight hour 
day is in force in the coal mines over' 
a large part of the United States, and 
more than half of the bituminous coal 
produced is mined under such condi 
tiens. The states of Arizona, Mary
land, Missouri. Montana and Wyom
ing passed legislation restricting the 
hours, but in a majority of cases the 
eight hours has been secured by trade 
union effort.

Further, in several of the countries 
of Europe, the mine owners have 
sought permission to reduce the time 
occupied in winding the men by in
creasing the number Tiding in each 
cage, and increasing the speed in the 
shaft, and the mining authority a: 
far as possible acceded to their re 
quests. - In many cases at collieries! 
when a considerable proportion of the 
men had long distances to travel un 1 
deiground to their working places new 
shafty have . fcqen sunk, specifically 
lor, the purpose of lowering and rais
ing the men, in order to shorten th«- 
distances travelled.

The mining law off" New Zealand 
(1886) declared' tbaf no you or boj 
shall be employed over 48 hours 'a 
week, not more than eight hours t 
day, except in edsi of emergency (and' 
no female is to be employed at all) 
The Coal Mir# acts of 1891 made 4.- 
hours a week’s work for men, and tht 
act of 1901 say's that: the miner shal 
not be employed underground for anj 
longer period m any day than eight- 
hours. ’ . .

The British Columbia act was as 
sented to February 10th, 1904, and 
was fixed to come into force on th< 
first day of June, 1905, it enacted that 
no person shall be employed under 
ground in any coal mine for more that: 
eight hours fromj bank to bank in 
every twenty four hours.

Existing Conditions in Alberta.
It has been suggested, of course over 

and over again, that restriction of the 
hours of labor might be obtained eith 
er by the voluntary action of the em 
ployers or by the efforts of the tradt 
unions instead of by legislation. In 
this province in one or two smal 
mines eight hours has been granted bj 
voluntary action of the employers. Ir 
the majority of mines it has been fix
ed by agreement between the opérât- 
ors and the unions.

On the other hand the unions have 
seldom been able to fix the same hours 
all over the province so as to put em 
ployers all upon the same footing. 
The result being that the hours o) 
labor in the mines of this province 
vary considerably. I think it is safe 
to say that we may reject voluntary 
concession as utopian. The efforts o; 
trade unions on the other hand has 
proved itself to be expensive not only 
to the men employed and to the em 
ployers, but to the consumers of this 
province, as witness in the appalling 
strikes that in the past have been 
found necessary to bring the owner? 
and men to ap greement. I think it 
is well within the,mark to say that 
practically all advocates of the eight

ince,
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Burketon Junction, Feb. 13.—The 
village is still occupied with stories 
of the big storm last week, during 
which different trains were stalled at 
the Junction, C. A. Shaw, of Cal
gary, was a passenger on the Ottawa 
express stalled here. -

No. 3 from Montreal, which was 
stalled at Burketon on Wednesday, 
left for Toronto on Saturday on the 
arrival of a big snowflow. This train 
was pulled by two of the biggest en
gines on the road and spent thirty 
hour in covering the last mile beyond 
Burketon Junction.

Ninety-two men hastily gathered by 
the C.P.R. in Toronto, were brought 
to the Junction in two coaches pulled 
by the heaviest engines to relieve train 
No. 3 of Wednesday from Montreal, 
which was stalled here. It took 12 
hours to cover the 43 miles, And was 
one of the worst experiences known 
on the division.

Number 8 Tweed express left To
ronto 5 p.m. Wednesday afternoon 
with 66 passengers. She was forced 
to pass the night at Agincourt, and 
got to Locust Hill at 11 a.m. She 
was still there at 11 p.m. Thursday. 
The passengers were well cared for, 
and were contented.

Memorable Trip.
The 43 mile trip of the enow shov

ellers from Toronto to the Junction 
was memorable. Many times the 
snow piled up to the height of the. 
coach tops, brushing the tall lights 
oï the rear car.

At Locust Hill three trains and sev
en engines with two snowplows were 
waiting. Two of the heaviest engines 
sent out with a plow to break the drift 
would run back half a mile, would 
make about fifty yards, and then have 
to be dug out, back up, and then 
come on at full speed again. At the 
third attempt the plow mounted the 
drift, turned completely around, and 
tore off the trucks, and again rushed 
past. Nobody was hurt.

The second plow was then used, and 
managed to get through. The shovel
lers’ train folowed slowly, and had to 
stop frequently to be dug out.

The orst experience was just at 6 
a.m. to-day. The train was in an ex
posed cut. the blizzard so strong, it 
was impossible to see thirty yards, 
and' the cold was terrible. Numbers 
of men ha<Ftheir hands-and faces so 
badly frozen that they were unable 
to ,go .out. again. One young man’s 
neck was coverd with blood from froz
en ears; others èned "with pain from' 
frozen' hands and cheeks. ! They had 
no idea what to db; and come.into the 
warm car. They were completely un
prepared for the cold. . Hot coffee and 

rs.andwichps were provided by the com-1 
panÿ. The men were tisitAlly fairly 
willing to work, with some exceptions,' 
bnt- suffered - most severely. Many 
wrapped their hands in rags.

. Employees Tried Herd,
ïhe . railway employees made the 

greatest efforts to' keep the line open, 
A gang ■ of sectiotimen were picked up 
who had beén at work for two hours 
steadily. Train crews bad worked fif
teen hours without.relief. As the im
mense locomotives struck the drifts, 
five or six feet deep the flying enow 
smashed all the glass, in the left side 
of the cab and sifted in in clouds 
through cracks in the doors of the 
coaches.

Drift Eighteen Feet High.
Near Locust Hill a drift eighteen 

feet high was cut through. Time af
ter time in the last six minutes before 
Burketon Junction was reached the 
gang had in turn to be driven out in 
some cases. Those very badly frozen 
were allowed to remain in the car. 
As fast as the snow drifted in it pack
ed down and froze hard on the rails 
and around the wheels. Experienced 
railwaymen say this storm was the 
worst in their memory.

ANOTHER MINING HORROR.

Two Mtn Killed By Cable of Cage 
Breaking*—Dropped 70» Feet.

North Sydney, N.S, Feb, 13—Another 
mining horror, in which fv.o men Were 
killed occurred at one of the pits of the 
Nova Scotia Steel and Coal.:Co. this 
morning. The victims are Malcolm Stu
art, a brother to Mayor Stuart and also 
member of the town council and John 
Dorsey, ex-councillor.

Both were underground managers. The 
accident occurred at seven o’clock when 
the men entered the cage which, just as 
they entered, owing to some defect in 
the hook, gave way and dropped with 
an awful crash seven hundred feet be
low crushing both men to a pulp. The 
remains were bulled under the wreck 
of the heavy iron cage. Dorsey leaves 
a wife and 12 children. Malcolm leaves 
a wife and one adopted child. This wii*

ur bank-to-bank law. 
lect workmen in all 
vince, is naturally of 
row to the southern 
province, where so 

ire situated. The first 
dation came from-the 
ivocated by the Leth- 
ssociation during the 
new Alberta Legisla- 

rst definitely put for
cing, at which W. C. 
ember for Lethbridge,

irmly advocated since 
ir. Cushing, Mr. Sim- 
Fislier and Mr. Mar- 
ir Creek, members re- 
out h country, 
is to\Come into force 

1909. is a comprehen- 
ier its provisions a 
not go below " the 
le for the jiurjlbse of 
>f going to and "front 
allowed to go below 
purpose, for more

A Prized Cough Cure
“I have not been without a bottle of 

Ooltsfoote Expectorant in the house for 
over nine years. At that time I procur
ed it for a bad cold I had. It worked 
eueh wonders then that it has been a 
household remedy ever since, and* we 
will have no other for coughs and colds 
—it is so pleasant to take, and all of 
my children look for it as soon as they 
get a cold at all. Nearly all of them 
have been subject to croup, and that’s 
when I find Ooltsfoote Expectorant use
ful. Yon are welcome to use this testi
monial as you wish.”

MBS. LEWIS NIGH.
Free Sample of Coltsfoote Expectorant
will be sent to any person sending their 
name and address and naming this 
paper. It has established a wonderful 
record as a successful cure for coughs, 
colds, sore throat, croup, whooping 
cough, bronchitis and all irritated con
ditions of the throat and chest. It is 
the prescription of a great specialist in 
medicine. At all good druggists, 25c. 
Dr. T. A. Slocum, Limited, Toronto.:

Send for Free Sample To-day.

At .that time there was a great outcry 
respecting any reduction: Petitions 
'tore made to the British parliament 
stating that the industry would, he; 
ruined if.there were any alterations ini 
the number. of hours. The hours werei 
reduced, lioiV-ver, ind yet thé output 
of coal today is larger than in the' 
days when the hours were longest'.

In this, connection I may say that 
the imperial coal commission in their 
report last year stated : ‘‘We cannot 
but conclude that an hour’s work of 
tiie men employed ,in East and West 
Scotland, Northumberland and Dur
ham, where the boum are shortest, is 
more effective than it is in Lancashire 
and South Wales, where the hours are 
longest.”

Early Legislation.
An eiglrt hour day was established 

by. agreement in some of the South 
Yorkshire mines about 1859. In 1869 
the. general secretary to the Master's 
•association stated'as “a, fact that can
not- be .disputed, that the production 
under the eight hours system that has 
beep Introduced, into the Sputh. York - 
Mii>e. district, is greatly in ex'dêésvtif 
what was ever .produced by. an equal 
number of men when the men wonted 
.welye or .thirteen hçurs.” He werib 
an to-,attribute this to the greater en-j 
>rgy and steadiness with, wÏ>ï#t thq

n “workman” means 
doyed in a mine be- 
> is not an official, 01 
or an oneettèr, horse- A Remarkable Showing.

' From these figures I think hon. 
members will note that tins-is an ex
ceptional showing for. 1906, ;and; the 
output would have beep yery consid
erable but for " the Lethbridge ‘strike 
early in that year which kept 150,000 
tons' of coal-oif.the market: and.’ other 
labo*..-troubles; ip the pH. ;,The).£?<eep-j 
Mpnal.. .eeyefity. .of. Jhp , .yua^e'e ^thad 
winter was, also' responsible for r( 
shortage, some èf ihe * mine»’ hliving 
been compelled 'to: -dose , entirely, toe 
short periods and;,qtliejs;t?0uld.j«nl\i 
operate with- jediiced.. tonnage. * In 
3omé‘ ôf' the larger mines'' the meii 
were kept idle' for a' period "averaging 
'at ' least two . months .of jyorkiug days 
during that year, owing to ,lack oi 
transportation facilities.

Further, an eight hour bank 46-bank 
law would 'not make any' perceptible 
difference in the Edmonton -.-r Taber 
districts as the faces in many ;n.st
ances are not a long w y fiom ihe 1 ot- 
tem of the shafts or from the mouth 
oi the mines in slopes,

5 be kept by the mine 
time the vrorkmgn; go

may appoint a pbr- 
e purpose to." see that 
[of the act are being

a a tai.se. entry incurs 
a fine not exceeding

men: worked.on the. shorter ah ill. thin 
statement p Iqtrild in the , pspoiV pi) 
;he Social Sciénçç. aBBPoiajjbn on.lfadu 
societies, I860,, page. 45. . - !

There was a time not -long distant 
in England when the employment oi 
women: in the work of fcfie mines was 
before the-imperial parliament, amt 
-it that time the ooal barons (many of 
them baronets> showed some anxiety 
as to whether the reform then propos-" 
ed would not reduce the - production; 
and militate against the industry. That 
was at a; time when men, women ami 
children, all worked together under
ground in a half-naked condition with 
nours of labor usually eleven, twelve 
and sixteen and sometimes more. I 
recall this 'incident, Mr. Speaker, in 
order to point the moral that the dang
ers some eaw in legislation of this 
kind were not so great as they might 
appear.

In the district of North Wales a 
large coal producing field in the old 
country, there had been a decrease of 
dearly 750 men employed in the course 
if the year 1906, yet the production 
had risen by more than 1300,000 tons. 
Thus, while the people employed had 
alien in numbers the tonnage had in

creased by more than 7 1-2 per cent., 
and that in a district where the more 
?asily worked mines were very rapidjy 
indeed giving away.

Take Britain as a whole, according 
to the returns lor the year 1906, the 
number of people, .employed had in
creased by 2 3-4 per cent., while the 
output had increased by 6 1-2 per 
cent. This increase may be accounted 
•or to some extent by the use of mod- 
;rn appliances. It shows that the pro
ductivity of man coupled with the en
terprise of the employers in using 
modem science and inventions and 
keeping pace with modem require- 
ments.had been increased by both par
ties pulling together to meet existing 
needs.

Again when we look at New Zealand 
we find a similar condition of affairs. 
In 1886 the output of coal in New Zea
land was 534,353 tons and in 1906 
1,729,536 tons were produced. With the 
ixception of one year, 1889, there has 
been a steady increase in the output 
of coal from the mines of that Do
minion year after year.

Effect' in- Sister Province.
In 1904 the output of coal in British 

Columbia was 1,253,628 tons. In 1905, 
he year this eight hour act came into 

force,1' there was produced 1,384,312 
tons, a larger amount than has ever 
been produced in any year since 1902. 
[ might point out too that the Nan
aimo collieries were closed down for a 
number of months during 1905 on ac
count of IfAot disputes. ■ In -1906 the' 
output was 1,517,303 tons, a larger am
ount than has been produced in any 
year previous, going as far back as 
1836. This output would also have 
been greatly increased but for the la
bor strikes which closed the mines for 
two months of that year, which was 
followed by an unusually severe win
ter which blocked the railways and 
made it impossible to remove the 
coal.

The fact is, some of the' operators 
-in their conclusions fail to make al
lowance for any increase of efficiency 
on the part of either the working peo-*

:stoppaige'of-.the -wqtkiug of, thp ; mine 
This .provision 4, in. tin» law? of, Aus
tria, and othpr. continental' countries 
which 'limit "the hbiiVs1 of lahdr, arid' 
prescribe for -exemption*: if necessary, 
for the safe working of mines and to 
meet .puWic„necsssit|ea. .. i , . » .

The British. Çohjmbjà Apt mekgs. no,. 
exceptions whatevér; for ingtortce," in' 
the 'case of an explosion i6rWve m) 
whfcWm'ight be out! witfri it'd-tew min
utes of quitting tune,-under; the Brit
ish Columbia Act :|he mep remaining 
after their eight hours of employ
ment, even in the work of rescue, 
would be violating the Act of that 
Province.

Agaw), mine.officials whose care it 
is to jsee that the mine is safe at all 
times are precluded irom staying in 
the mine more than eight hours in 
any twenty-four hours by the law of 
that Province. I( .is, necessary to the 
organization, discipline and safety of 
the miners that their time in many 
cases extend beyond the time of their 
ascent of thé shift;

Often on main haulage roads cer
tain repairs have to ,.be executed 
which, if they weçe not done after the 
regular working day ceases would 
hinder’ the work on the following day. 
thus losing time to the miners and 
to the compaaiea.

Abuse, of , these. provisions . could 
hardly creep in as the mine owner is 
forced to kçqp a register of any case 
in which a man is below"ground for 
moreMban the time fixed by this Act, 
and the ease thereof, which book is 
open to inspection.

Another very important provision is 
contained in Section ' 3 of the bill, 
where the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council may, in the event of great 
emergency, or of any grave economic 
disturbance due to the demand for 
coal exceeding the «Upply suspend the 
operation of the Act to such extent 
and for such period as may be named 
in the Order, either as respects ail 
coal mines or any class of Coal mines.

A1J interests have had the concern 
of the Government in fhe drafting of 
this legislation, and I claim, Mr. 
Speaker, that, in the matters taken 
into, consideration . in the Alberta 
measure, it is a better piece of legis
lation than" that in" force in flic neigh
boring’Province. “4.'» 1

It wUl '-bh noted that thé Act cornea 
into, force March 31st, 1909. ;

W. C. Simmpns Speaks.
W. C, Sinimbps followed in a brief 

speech of the heartiest "approval. No 
■ohé, he skid, could but approve of a 
hill: so * obviously framed, nn the best' 
interests of humanity. It was but 
right, too, that this Assembly should 
respect the rights of this class of men 
who constituted a valuable section of 
the community.

He recalled the fact that Hon. Sen
ator De Vebber introduced an eight- 
hour act for miners in 1899 in the 
North west Legislature. It was a 
somewhat crude attempt compared to 
the measure up now for consideration, 
but it was in the miners’ interests. 
For one year it was law—then in the 
interests of the operators a number I

be suspended in case 
l ap order in couneiL.
1 -of men to the slope 
> their being lowered 
id their coming ,-out 
1 to .their coming to

(Ÿftajr?yffuz, 'ûinjf'ïfcc-

1 contravenes or per- 
P*"t(T''contrarone any 
E4-A0t,- tor which it 

is not provided, he 
kf ;fii offence against 
uch event the owner, 
ager.of the,mine, ghali 

o? an offence under

WJB

Chocolates-
W.J.Boyd Candy Co
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. as the men 
take an hour in the middle of the day 
for dinner and come ight un out of 
winding, but at present all the coal 
the mine and take their meals on the 
outside. At some of the mines in 
these districts as the workings get 
older and further in, the air shafts 
might be brought into greater use for 
winding, but at present all the coal 
that can be produced in Ihe mines is 
being easily drawn up one shaft, and 
there exists at present unused this 
additional outlet, which could be 
brought into use, should by any 
means the productivity of these mines 
(face and haulage) be increased.

Coal Close to Surface.
Again the depth of the «hait in the 

Lethbridge mine is about three, hun
dred feet, and this mine has still à 
long life beforé' it. Comparing the 
be considered as lying close to the 
surface in the Lethbridge mine, yet 
in these countries where in many 
cases at collieries a considerable pro
portion of the men had long distances 
to travel to their working places new 
shafts have been sunk specifically for 
the purpose of letting the men down 
and drawing ‘them up, in order to 
fchotten1 these1 distances.

" Where the method known as simul
taneous loading of the several decks 
of cages is already in operation, it 
has been found possible, owing to the 
saving made in. the time of loading, 

:to considerably increase the output 
per shaft per hour. This could be 
done in this province at those collier
ies where the limiting factor at the 
depth of this mine with those ip Prus
sia, Austria, Great Britain and other 
continental countries, the coal would 
mine is the shaft. r~ ‘ 5‘

The operators carried. their case a 
little further, and said thajt the in
creased bustle apd hurry resulting 
from lessened hours 'would augment 
the risk and danger attending "Upon 
mining operations and lead to a great
er number of accidents. If that argu
ment were sound it would follow that 
in thèse districts where Short hours 
were worked there would be a greater 
percentage of danger as compared with 
those in which the longer hours pre
vailed. Take one of the largest coal 
producing fields in the world—the 
county of Durham in England—and 
what are the facts? In that county 
where the shortest hours were worked, 
6 hours and 49 minutes, the accidents 
were in the ratio of one aceident-per 
63,000 tons of coal raised. In the dis
trict of Swansea, where the men work
ed ten, eleven and even a greater nut' 
ber of hours per day, there the pro-

I between the times 
hmencement and com- 
llowering and raising 
[workmen t«and from 
[bo such time not ox- 
|e reasonably required 
I as may be approved 
»1 inspector of mines, 
hift of workmen may, 
} the provisions of this 
1 purpose of avoiding 
y, commence their pe- 
[Saturday before twën- 
Bve elapsed since the 
of their last period of 

b at least eight hours 
nee the termination

Co-Education in Germany.
Berlin, Feb. 12.—The question of 

what the ministry is doing the matter 
of co-education in the higher schools 
in Germany, was raised before the 
appropriations committees in the 
Prussian diet to-day in the discussion 
of the educational estimates. The 
minister of public instruction. Dr. 
Holle, replied that the question was 
still under consideration, but he fear
ed that if co-education were adopted 
the education of boys would suffer in 
consequence.

Roof for t.
FEMALE PRISONERS STAMPEDE •Hears to Come
500 Hysterical Women Create Pande

monium in Penitentiary.
New York, Feb. 12—Raising of a 

false alarm of fire in the BlackweU’s 
island penitentiary on Saturday night 
caused a panic in which five hundred 
women prisoners fled wildly to ihe 
courts, where they continued 11 shout 
hysterically and run about for half an 
hour.

Immediately after the alarm was 
sounded, Warden Fox palled a lever 
which opened the cell doors in the wo
men’s ward and the inmates started 
pellmell down the winding stairs to 
the doors of the ward. In the mad 
rush several were thrown over the bal
usters, but none seriously hurt. The 
signal for the fire drill m the men’s 
wards was given and the prisoners, 
accustomed to night lire dulls, mai til
ed into the outer court in perfect 
order.

Investigation showed that negress 
in the lower tier of cells saw a cloud 
of steam escaping from a section' of 
pipe and screamed ‘ Fin*!” the cry 
was taken up by the other prisor.eis 
in the ward, and this . started the 
scramble for safety.

Just one roof is GUARANTBim in writing* 
to be good for -25 years and is really good for 
& hundred. That's a roof of

May Mean Union Of Churches.
Rome, Feb. 12.—Your correspondent 

was informed by Cardinal Angelo Pie
tro, who was received in audience by 
the pope to-day, that the solemn and 
unique function, according to the 
Greek rite, which wiU take place to
morrow at the Vatican, the pope’s 
presence in the commemoration of the 
century of St. John -Chrysostom, may 
lead to the union of the Latin church 
and Oriental schismatic church. That 
would be one of the most important 
events in the history of papacy.

"OSHAWA” 
GALVANIZED 

STEEL SHINGLES

t in. the ease of a 
owner, agent or man
te shall not be guilty 
| he proves that he 
reasonable means to 
htravention or non- 
1 a workman shall not 
offence under this Act 
ny failure to return to 
bin the time limited 
le proves that without 
>art he was prevented 
to the surface owing 
Bing available for the

Put them on yourself—common rense and a 
hammer and snips doe* it. The "building 
they cover is proof against lightning, fire, 
wind, rain and snow. They cost less because 
they're made better, ar.d of better material. 
Write ns and learn about ROOFING 
RIGII T. Address 305

The PEDLAR People K
Oshawa Montreal Ottawa Toronto London Winnipeghour days in the province of Alberts 

are. in favor of obtaining it by law. 
It is certainly desirable that there 
should he general uniformity.

Evidence Before Commission.
An illustration of the effect of this 

lack of uniformity came out in the 
investigation carried on by the Alberta 
coat -commission, - the facts of which 
are as follows:—

Sir. Charlton Dixon, manager, of the 
Canada West Coal and Coke company, 
of Taber, favored a uniform system. 

.This mine employs 130 men under
ground and 22 men abovç and it has a 
daily output of 256 tons'.7 The hours 
of "that mine are set by agreement and 
are eight hours at the face with hall 
an hour for dinner.

Mr. Dixon was asked for sugges
tions by the Hon. Chief Justice Sifton, 
.chairman of the .coal commission, and 
he replied i “We catinot afford to work 
under present conditions. For the 
cight hours of work we pay higher wag
es than our biggest competitor. ..We 
pay for the coal as mined at a better 
rate while our competitor pays for it 
as screened. , -With a handicap of two 
hours and less wages it is going to be. 
such that -it will be prohibitive for 
us. In tlie selling of our coal we 
cannot buck up against a place that 
has a developed mine; that has a 
pretty good outlay in the way of ma-

Bank Will Not Suspend.
Toronto, Feb. 12.—At a meeting of 

representatives of the Guaranteeing 
banks, who took over the Sovereign 
Bank, the trustees appointed at the 
time resigned, and W. E. Stewart was 
appointed sole trustee. The bank 
will not suspend and will be in a po
sition to liquidate the assets with the 
minimum expense.

ty of nn offence under 
In respect of each of- 
, on summary convic- 
owner, agent or man- 

e, to a fine not exceed- 
», and in' any other 
lot exceeding five dol-

Maile in various Myles and 
at different prices, but only 
one quality—the best. A 
piano is bought for a lifetime 
pf wear. We warrant all

MartiihOrmel is below ground for 
- during any cOnsccti- 
\ hours than thé time 
pt he shall be deemed 
low ground in contra- 

l. Act, unless the con-

BABY‘5 OWN TABLETS.
A SMILE IN EVERY DOSE.

The mother who, in her gratitude for 
wliat Baby’s Own Tablets have done for 
her' child, said that "There’s a smile in 
èvery dose” coined a- very happy and 
very true phrase. - The tablets cure all 
the minor ailments of babies and young 
py little ones. Mrs. John Young, Au
burn, Ont., says : “I have used Baby's 
Own Tablets for more than a year and 
I think they are the best medicine that 
ran lie given a baby. They are splendid 
at teething time, and for stomach and 
children, and make bright, smiling, hap- 
bowet troubles. You don’t need a doc
tor if you keep Baby’s Own Tablets in 
the. house.” That’s about the highest; 
praise a mother can give and it’s true, 
every word -of it. You can get the» 
Tablets from any medicine dealer or

The firemen of 
the island were preparing to load ap 
pa rat us when word was received that
a false alarm had Çau-ied the tr. uble. 
Aiter the women prisoners were, lock
ed in their cells again, the man pris
oner's were ordered buck' and locked 
up without further xcitément.

to be perfect in construc
tion and to Improve in tone 
with age, instead of 
weakening, as ordinary 
instruments do.

Where the Martin-Orme 
Piano is not represented, 
we ship direct and guar
antee safe delivery to your 
nearest station, in any 
part of Canada.

Wri;e tor descriptive 
booklet, prices and 
terms, tree on request.
ORME 6. SON, Limited, 

OTTAWA, OKT.

Treasure New Minister in N.B. Cabinet.
St. John, N.B., Feb. 12.—D. J. Pur

dy, shipowner, to-day was sworn into 
the cabinet before the Lieut.-Govemor 
as minister without portfolio.

medio IX lor baby.

If you have Catarrh, riii yourself of this 
repulsive disease. Ask Dr. Sloop of Ra
cine, Wis., to mail you free, a trial box 
of his Dr. Sloop’s Catarrh Remedy. A 
simple, single test, will surely tell you 
a Catarrh truth well worth your know- 
For Sale by all dealers.

I Co. Lid,


