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descent to the beginning of the ascent.
The law provides that persons at work
where the temerapture exceeds 86 de-
greez Fahrenhlieit or where very great
inconvenience is suffered from water,
should not remain below longer than
six hours a day.

In Belgium  a commission was ap-
pointed. last year to enquire into this
-ubject and their.report is being await-
e¢d with eonsiderable. interest.

In the United States of America es-
tablished constitytional difficulty has
made it difficult fo regulate. the hours

labor, . In endeavering to Irame
such laws the state legislatures
he United  Stafes "are confronted
he impossibility * of, receneiling
laws" with-the "provisichs oi the
1stitution which® prohibit theém from
g anything to impair the right of
iduals to make ‘contraets;  Laws
1is sense- have therefore been de-
ed unconstitutional except in two
1)—Where a state or the federal con*
gress has legally limited the hours of
on work done for the govern-
t. which is in such cases in the
ion of master and a third party,
not intervene to disturb the mak-

ing of a lawful contract; .

(2)—Where the work is done under
unhealthy conditions, in which case
the federal government, under the
“police powers” conferred on it by the
constitution, can, in the interests ot
public health, compel or sanction the
entorcement of measures to protect it.

Difficulties Across Border,

The Suprme court. of the United
States has asserted the right of the
federal authorities te enforce the limi-
tation of hours of ‘labor in certain
mines where poisonous fumiegs arise;
but has refused to include coal mines
in the same eategory, go that' the legal
Iimitatior?“of ‘hours in coal mines in
the United Stafes would appeéar to'be
impossible.

As a matter of -fact the eight how
day is in force in the-coal mines over
a large part of the United States; and
more than half of the bituminous coai
produced is mined under such condi-
tions. The states of Arizona, Mary-
land, Missouri, Montana and Wyom-
ing passed legislation restricting the
hours, but in a majority of cases the
eight hours has been secured by trade
union effort.

Further, in several of the countries
of Europe, the mine owners have
sought. permission to reduce the time
oceupied in winding the men by in
creasing the number riding in each
cage, and increasing the speed in the
shaft, and the mining authority a
far “as ‘ possible “acceded to. their re
quests. - In :many cases at ccilieries
when a eonsiderable propdrtion of .the
msn: had long distances to travel un'
derground to their weorking places new
shafty. have _been. sunk, specifically
ior, the purpose of lowering and rais-
ing thé men, in order to shorten the
distanceg travelled.

The¢ mining law of-New Zealana
(1326) declared’ tha¥ no you or boy
shall be employed - over 48 hours ‘a
week, nor more than eight hours 'o
day, excépt in“¢dsé@ oF emetgénicy’ land
no female is to ‘be employed at all)
The Coal Mi acts of 1891 made 4:
hours a week’s work for'men, and the
act of 1901 saye that: the miner shal
not be employed underground for any
longer period in: ‘any ‘day:than-eighi
hours: ah .

The British Columbia - act -was: as-
sented to February 10th, 1904, -and
was fixed to come into iorce on:the
first day of June, 1905, it enacted tha
no -person- shall be -employed unde:
ground in any coal mine for more tha:
eight hours. froms bank to bank in
every twenty four hours.

Existing Conditions in Alberta,

It has béen suggested, of course ovel
and -over again, that restriction of the
hours of labor might be obtained eith
er by the voluntary action of the em
ployers -or by the efforts of the trade
unions instead of by legislation. In
this provinee in one or two smal:
mines eight hours has been granted by
voluntary action of the employers, It
theé majority of mines it has been fix-
ed by agreement between the operit:
ors and the unions.

On the other hand the unions hav
geldom been able to fix the same hours:
all over the provinee so as to put em
ployers all upon the same footing:
The result being that the hours of
labor - in the mines of this province
vary considerably.. I think it is safe
to:say that we may reject voluntary
concession as utopian. The eiforts o;
trade . unions. on the other hand has
proved itself to be expensive not only
to.the men emiployed and to the em
ployers, but to the consumers of this
province, as witness in the appalling
strikes that in the past have been
found necessary to bring the owners
and men to ap greement, I think it
is well ‘within the.mark to say that
practically all advocates of the eight
hour days in the provinee of Alberts
are in favor of obtaining it by law.
It is certainly desirable that there
should be general uniformity.

Evidence Before Commission.

An illustration of the -efféet of this
lack of uniformity came out in the
investigation carried on by the Alberta
coal ‘commission, - the facts of which
are as follows:— i :

. Charlton Dixon, mianager, of the
Canada West Coal and ‘Coke company,
of Tabe?¥, favored a uniform system.

. This mine employs 130 men unde:-

ground and 22 men above and it has a
dajly output of 250 tong.” The hours
of that mine are set by dgreément and
are eight hours at the face with hali
an” hour for dinner.

Mr. Dixon was asked for sugges-
tions by the Hon. Chief Justice Sifton,
ghairman. of the coal commission, and
Tre replied: “We cannot afford 6 work
under” present conditions. For ‘the
®ight.hours of work we pay higher wag-
es ‘than-our biggest competitor. = We
pay for the coal as mined at a better
rate while our competitor pays for it
as sereened.  With a handicap of two
howurs and less wages it is going to be
such ‘that .it will be 'prohibitive: for
us,- . In the .selling of our coal we
camot. -buek up_against a place that
has _a ‘developed mine; - that has a
pretty good -outlay in the way of ma-
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chinery, and allow thim to work two
flours. more eyery day and pay less
wages than we do.”” " He had in mind
the Lethbridge mine,

By the Chief Justice . —

Q- —That would be an argument in
tavor of making a legal day in every
mine?

A.—Yes,

Q.—Buppose the law were - put in
such shape that each mine  in _this
province should be run the same num-
ber of hours, would that place you 'in
a more satisfactory condition?

A.—Yes, sir. .

Q.—Regardless of . what the hours
were?

A.—Yes. Just make them all dlike.
Put us:all on the same basis.

" Q—You think that would be. satis-
factory? ; .

A —Yes, z

It therafore seems to me, Mr: Speak-
er, that. we are- not going teo. far. in
legislation when we are granting, to
the miners of Alberta by legisla-
tion = the ~ same advantagéd that
have been-granted in France, Austria,
Holland, - Australia,. New - Zealand,
British .Celumbia and in view of the
proposad ‘legislation in ~Great Bri-
tain,

He Considers Employers.

Now, with regard to the employers—
the .operators of this province claim
that an eight hour day irom bank to
bank will reduce the output by ten
per cent. Experience, however, does
not show that such has been the case,
as the following exiamples will show:

In 1901 the number of persons em-
ployed below and above ground' in
Austria were 59,591 and 22,473,509 tons
of lignite coal were. produced. In
1905, 53,189 people were employed and
the production was 22,692,076 tons.
Thus while the number of people em-
ployed had decreased by 12 per cent.
the output increased by 218,567 tons.

Previous to the passing’ of an act
in 1872 boys were employed under-
ground in some-of;the large mines in
England for eleven.and twelve haqurs.
At that time there.was a great ‘outery
respéeting any reduction:  Petitiens
were made to the |British ‘parlinment

the number of hours. ‘The hours were
reduced; Howp-ver; and ‘yet the: output
of -coal today -is larger than in the
days when the hours were longest.

In this_ corinection’ T may say that
the imperial coal commigsion in their
report. last -year stated: ‘““We cannot
but conclude that an hour’s work of
the men.employed in East and West
Scotland, Northumberland and Dur-
nam, where the hours are shortest, is
meore effective than it is in Lancashire
and South Wales, where the hours are
rongest.””

Early Legislation.

An eight hour day was established
by. agreement in some of the South
Yorkshire mines about 1859. In 1860
the, general secretary to.the Magter's
-association stated as “‘a faet that can-

00t . be-disputed, that the producétion

ander, the eight hours system thdt has
been intreduced, inta. the Sputh York-
shirve: district, .is _greatly 'in -exdess; .of
what . wag ever. .produced by.an equal
number of men when the men workesd
«welve -or thirfeen, hours.” . He, went
on to-attribute this .to the greater en-
argy .and - 'steadiness. with -which ths
men; worked.on the shorter shiit. This
statement: ig fqund in the Teport of
she Soeial Seience: aspociation on, tradc
jocieties, . 1860, page, 45, !

There was a time -not _.long. distant
in-England when the employment of
women’ in the-work. ef the mines was
before the-imperial. parliament, and
at that time the goal barons (many of
them baronets) -showed-some . anxiety
as'to: whether the reform then pPropos-
ed would mot reduce the- production
and militate against the indpstry. That
was at a:time when men, women and
children, all worked . together under-
zround in a-half-naked condition with
nours of labor usually eleven, twelve
and sixteen and sometimes.more, I
recall this incidenf, Mr. Speaker, in
order to point the moral that the dang-
ars some saw in legislation of this
kind were not so great as they might
appear.

In the district of North Wales a
large coal producing field in the old
country, there had been a decrease of
nearly 750 men employed in the course
f the year 1906, yet the production
had risen by more than 1,500,000 tons.
Thus, while the people employed had
allen in numbers the tonnage had in-
creased by more than 7 1-2 per cent.,
and that in a district where the more
sasily worked mines were very rapidly
indeed giving away.

Take Britain as a. whole, according
{o the returns for the year 1906, the
number -of people _employed had in-
creased by 2 3-4 per cent., while the
autput had increased by 6 12 per
cent. This intrease may be accounted
«or to some extent by the use of mod-
arn appliances.’ It shows that the pro-
ductivity of man coupled with the en-
terprise of the employers in using
modern science and inventions and
keeping pace with modern require-
ments had been increased by both par-
ities pulling together to meet existing
needs.

Again when we look at New Zealand
we find a similar condition of affairs,
In 1886 the output of coal in New Zea-
land was 534,353 tons and in 1906
1,729,536 tons were produced. With the
sxception of one year, 1889, there has
been .a steady increase in the output
of coal from the mines of that Do-
minion year after year,

Effect’ in Sister Province.

In 1904 the ‘sutput of coal in British
Columbia was 1,253,628 tons: *'In 1905,
che year this ‘eight 'hour act came into
force, there - was produced 1,384,312
tons, a larger amount than has ever
been produced in any year since -Y902.
[ might point out too that the Nan-

namber-of menths duripg 1905 on ac-

output was 1,517,303 tons, a larger am-
ount -than, has been produced in any
year previous, going as far back as
i836. This output would also have
been greatly inereased but for the la-
bor strikes which closed the mines for
two months of that year, which was
followed by an unusually severe win-
ter which blocked the railways and
made. it impossible to - remove the
eoal,

The fact is, some of the' operators
in_ their conclusions fail to ‘make al-
lowance for any"'increase of efficiency

stating that the industry. would, be!
ruined jf there were any alterations in]

aimo _collierie§ were closed down for a;

count of labot disputes: + I 1908 the

ple or the employer, or for an improv-
ed attendance 'by’y the work’lggn "repiiflt'-’
ing from the greater time they would
have in’ whiich to renew their physical
powers, - No account was taken of the
more efficiént - maintenance of _the
haulage and roadways or of the in-
creased output likely to result ‘from
the  human  factors that .were brought
into. the problem.

Mzr. Speaker, ean it be seriously
conténded that in the face of such re-
sults flowing from modern . appli-
ances, mechanical inventions, and the
general bracing up of efficiency in the
mines, the same- neceassity existed for
working long hours? On humanitari-
an grounds -alone there ‘is- an over-
whelming case, not -merely for the
sympathetic consideration of this mea-
sure by the House, but for the abso-
Iute approval 6i the-méasure unanim-
ously by the . leci:lature and . the
country.

Forecast of asults Here.

Mr. Speaker, when we look at the
facts in relation to the output of ¢oal
in the province of Alberta: I think we
need not be seriously .alarmed :that
there will be any decrease in the out-
put by this legislation.” The Tacts are
as follows:— .

The number of mines opened in
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It will be seen from these figures
that there has been a very steady in-
crease, the output for the year 1905
being nearly 200 per cent. more than
1901, . and the.production for the year
1906 being over 70 per cent. more than
that of 1905, in spite of the fact that
the number of individuals employed
was the same in each year,

The total returns for the year 1907
have not, yet been received, but we
have every reason ‘to believe -that: we.
‘will ‘have an increase of 456,000 tons in
the eoal production ef last year,

.. A Remarkable Showing.
From these figures I “think hon.

'membets Will note: thidt this is an ex-

ceptional showing. for’ 1906, .and:-the

Loutput. would have been very consid-

erable but for the Lethbridge ‘strike
early in that year which képt 150,000
tons' of toal oif the market: and['other
labor troubles;in the fall.; The exeep-
tional , seyerity of the _,y’gather Atha
winter was also’ respofisible for
shortage, some '6f ‘the“minés hiving
béen compelled: 'to: closeientirély: for

3hort - periods -and ;.ethers; could jenly

operate with. reduced_ tonnage. In
some o6f the Targer minés'’the “men
‘were' kept idlg for a“ period-averaging
‘at” least: two.. months- of working days
during. that . year, owing to lack ot
transportation * facilities, :

Further, an eight hour bank‘to‘bank
law avould not ‘make any’ pereeptibld
difference in.the Edmonton .r; Taber
districts as the faces in many ‘nst-
ances are not a 'ong w«y fiom the tot-
tem of the shafts or from the mouth
oi the mines in slopes, as the men
take an hour in the middle of the day
for dinner and come .ght up eut of
winding, but at present all' the coal
the mine and take their meals on the
outside.. At some of the mines -in
these districts as the workings get
older and further in, the air shafts
might be brought into greater use for
winding, but at present all the coal
that can be produced in the mines. is
being easily drawn up one shaft, ‘and
there exists at present unused this
additional outlet, which :could. be
brought into use, should: by any
means. the productivity of these mines
(face and haulage) be increased.

Coal Close to Surface.

Again the depth of theshait-in the
Lethbridge mine is about three, hun-
dred feet, and this mine has still a
long . life beforé ‘it. ~Comparing the
be ‘consideréed as’ lying:close to the
surface in the Lethbridge :mine, yet
in -these countries where in many
cases at collieries a considerable pro-
portion of the men had long distances
to travel to their working places new
shafts have been sunk specifically for
the purpose of letting the men down
and driwing them up, in order to
shotrten ‘these distances,

Wherd the method known as simul-
taneous loading .of the several decks
of cages is already in operation, it
has been found possible, owing to the
saving made in.the time of loading,
to considerably .increase the .output
per shaft per hour, This could be
done in this province at those coliler-
ies where the limiting factor at the
depth of this mine -with those in Prus-
sia, Austrip, Great Britain and other
continental countries, the coal would
mine is the shaft, :

The “operators ‘carried | their case a
little . further,. and said. that the in-
creased bustle, apd . hurry resulting
from léssened hours ‘would augment
the risk and danger atiending “upon’
mining operationd and lead to a great-
er number of accidents. .If-that argu-
ment were sound it would follow that
in those distriets where thort —hours
were -worked there would be a greater
percentage of danger as compared. with
those in which the longer hours pre-
vailed. Take one of the largest coal
producing fields in the world—the
county of Durham in England—and
what are the facts? In that county
where the shortest hours were worked,
8 hours and 49 minutes, the accidents
were -in ‘the ratio of one accident-per
63,000 tons of coal raised. - In the dis-
trict of Swansea, where the men work-
ed ten, eleven and even a greater nun.’

on the part oi cigher thé working peo-’

ber of hours per day, there the pro-

-

32,500 " tons of ‘¢oal raised, ‘or  more
‘thar ‘donible thé fiamber of accidents
in Durham” where.'the shorter hours
were worked. If the long hours con-
duced to safety we would expect to
find a greater degree of gffety where
the -long hours obtained than whtre
shorter- hours were worked, As a mat-
ter of fact we find the greater ratio of
the long hours obtained than where
worked.
: Case of- Consumer.

I now come "to -the question of the
consumer, We are told that it will in-
crease the cost of the coal. When
the Workmen’s Compensation for In-
juries bill was before the imperial
house it was said that the cost of pro-
duction would he increased by three
pence or more per ton, but in practice
it had not:ineréased the cost of coal
one penny per ton. Therefore, hon.
members of this legislature should be
wary in accépting that plea as against
the bill now under discussion, as the
same discount might-be made in their
statements in regard to this measuyre.
The miners have 1no desire to add to
the “ cost of production, ‘because that
is' a Wery’serious matter for the work-
man as: well as--the employer; but
there 1s.one thing on = which there
could be no compromise and that was
the sacrédness of home life. This is
a question which ought to be consid-
ered in a category entirely apart from
the cost of production. The price of
coal will largely depend on the de-
mand.

The Adét beéfore the House provides
that a- workman shall not-be below
ground in a mine for the purpose of
his work and of going to and from his
work, or be allowed to be below
ground -for: that purpose, for more
than eight hours  during any con-
secutive -twenty-four hours,

In dealing with the question of an
eight hour day..for miners, it is im-
portant to bear in mind that a coal
mine’ i not* Hké & factory. where all
may be in their places ready to start
work at’ ‘approxXinrinately ‘the '‘same
time and.cease 4t a given ‘time.

Hours in Mine,

Under subgection (a) of section 2 of
this bill we have made our calculation
upon the+basis of an.individual aver-
age eight hour day—for instance, a
man goes down the shaft at 6.30 a.m.
will réquire to be 'up ‘at 2.30 p.m.
The last man to-go dawn say at seven
would need to be up at three. The
middle man would' go ‘'d6wn eay at
quarter to.seven and he would require
to be up at a quarter to two.

Those mines which are entered
otherwise than a shaft are covered
by Sections4.ef:the Act.:-The men in
these mines take a certain time to
reach a certain point in the workings
before they separate: to the different
levels ‘and gangways-'#and’ éach mine
has its own .individnal starting point.
This time is provided for.in the Act
and means. the periods properly. cor-
responding to the 'time fixed for the
commencing' dnd complefion' of "the
raising and' lowering of avorkmen in a
shaft. > :

empting 4'mine fH6m 'the operation of
the bHl" ‘Where i% was" nécessary’ by
veasofi® of oy ‘aceident !éausing, the,

4 Fstoppagerof.the warking: of the mine.

This proyision ig,in. the laws of Aus-
tria_ gnd other  continenial countries
which Timft "thé 1ou¥s ' of rabor, and
preseribe for exemplions/ ¥ niecessary,
{or the bafe 'working of mines and ‘to
meef, ;public neoessities. . ¢

The British_Colun&hia Act makes no
exceptions Whatever; for instarce, in
the ‘tase " of anéxplosioh ‘6t ‘cave in;
“whiel 'saipht ‘oeotr! within g few:min-
utes ofiquéitting time,under;the Brit-
ish Columbia Act;the men remaining
after their eight hours of employ-
ment, even in thé work of rescue,
would be violating the' Act of that
Province.

Again, .mine, officials whose care ‘it
is to_see that the mine is safe at all
times are precluded trom staying in
the mine more-than eight hours in
any twenty-four hours by the law of
that Proyince. = It s.necessary to the
organization,. discipline  and safety of
the miners that their time in many
cases éxtend beyond the time of their
ascent of thé shift’

Often en' main hdulage :roads cer-
tain. vepairs .have  to .be executed
whigh if they were not done after the
regular working day ‘ceases would
hinder' the work 'on the following day,
thus losing time to the ‘msiners and
to- the ‘companies, . ¢

Abuses pf ;these: Provisions . could
hardly creep in as the mine owner .is
forced to keep a register of any case
in’ which“a ‘man i¢ below ground for
moresthan-the time fixed by this Act,
and. the ‘case thereof, which book is
open to inspection,

Another very important provision is
contained in Section’3 ‘of the bill,
where the Lieutenant Governor in
Council may, in the event of great
emergency, or of any grave economic
disturbance due to the demand for
coal exceeding the ¢upply suspend the
operation of the Aect to such extent
and for such period as may be namea
in the Order, either as respects all
coal mines or any class of ¢oal mines.

Al] interests have had the concern
of the Government in the drafting of
this législation, and 'I. claim, : Mr.
Bpeaker, ‘that in the ‘matters taken
into.-consideration ..in _the Alberta
measure, it is a better piece of legis-
lation than' that in foree in The neigh-
boring Province. = ¥ .4 '

It will’bt ‘moeted. that theé Act comes
into foree: March 3lst; 1909; - {

v W. .C, Simmons Speaks,

W. C, Simmons followed jn a brie¢
speech 6f the heartiest approval. No
onié, he skid, could bt approve of a
hill: 8o-obviously framed. in the best
interests -of . humanity. . It was but
right, too, that this Assembly should
respect the rights of this elass of men
who constituted a vilugble section of
the -eommunity.

He recalled the faet that Hon. Sen-
ator.De Vebber introduced an eight-
hour act for miners in 1899 in the
Northwest Legislature, It was ‘a
somewhat crude attempt compared to
the measure up now for consideration,
.but it was in the miners’ interests.
For one year it was law-—then in the
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L think ]ion_ Members, will agree as|
to the necessity of the provision ex-

"po_rtjop._o: accidents was, oﬁ§ -‘i-qr'e{er'y] of _‘lo_bb‘yists headed by R B. Bennet,

of Calgdty, came down on the Legis.
latore " and $ucceeded 'in ‘heving the
law repealed; They assured- the
members that such vicious legislation
as this Act would so enhance the
price of coal that public feeling would
be roused, and that  with: the cam-
paign: the lobhyists ‘contemplated the
usefulness of the' members would he
ended,

The operators were very powerful
then, but now the industry was on a
much more complete basis and the
organization of the men was better.
Two years ago, when Mr, Simmons
went through the first Alberta cam-
paign, he said, and asked the suffrage
of his present constituenty the ques-
tion was a live ome. :

I was pledged then to support legis-
lation of this kind and I have not
failed in it. Some of my opponents
accused me of not being sincere in
the matter, but even ‘they no-longer
maintain such an opinion of me. 1
have eince then advocated the ques-
tion night and day. When Mr, Mar-
cellus brought in some legislation to
this effect I geconded it warmly, but
4s the measure wds -one requiring
Government action on the broadest
basis our measure was withdrawn,
the commission was appointed and
this excellent bill before us to-night
is the outcome,

‘The arguments put up by the oper-
ators in 1900, and which were only
selfish in the extreme, have been
quite dispelled by the Minister’s
speech, and I take this opportunity
to congratulate the honorable Minis-
ter of Public Works upon the capital
Act brought forward, It meets with
the apprgval of the men most inter-
ested; it ‘refutes the objections made
by the operators, and it drives away
the bugbear-of inereased cost of coal.

He pointed out:that in' clause b
subsection 2 there was possibility of
contention between miners’ and em-
ployers .and he. suggested an -appeal
to some outsider such as a provincial
inspector.. He objected to the fact
that the Act was planned to ‘come in
forece only in March; 1909, ‘' “I'his" he
realizéd wag arranged in regard to
the majority of contracts which ran
on until about that period.

Mr, Simmons believed ~ the law
could be put in force without too
greatly interfering with existing con-
tracts If this were not go he would
forego his objections, But he con-
sidered that if the bill were in work-
ing force a sufficient time before the
next convention of the miners and
operators at Calgary much :disputing
might be avoided.

Both members of the opposition fol-
lowed with brief remarks of commend-
ation upon the bill in which even
from the opposition- standpoint they
could find no flaw, 1t was on this
occasion .the member, for ; Didsbury
set out quoting from St. Paul and
created a. ripple of Taughter, el

On niotion' of the Premier the howse
adjourned: wuntil- ~té-day- at -.three
o’clock. t Lo

Wife ‘and Children' Gone.’

Minneapolis,. Feb. 12.—Mrs. Augusta
Offerman, her seven year old ‘daugh-
ter, and-six-year-eld—son;--and her
maid, are missing from théir home, 203
Eighth atenue' northeast *since mid-
night. . The. mystery.  .surpounding
the disappearance of the four is deep-

ened by the faét that Offerman - as-|'

sérts” that " $720' of this /money is> also
missing.” 7 Offérman returned ' home
about midnight..; His. wife was not
there and he suppésed she' ' was' ‘at
one of the néighbors. "< He did net no-
tice: that the children were mot in the
nursery.. - As night wore on and fthe
wife did not- return, Offerman grew
worried and rose to make an investi-
gation. He then discovered the two
children and the girl were missing.
The police were at once notified and
began work on the mysterious case.
Co:-Education in Germany.

Berlin; Feb. 12.—The question of
what the ministry is doing the matter
of co-education in the higher schools
in Germany, was raised before the
appropriations committees in the
Prussian diet to-day in the discussion
of the educational estimates, The
minister of public’ instruction, Dr.
Holle, replied that the question was
still under consideration, but he fear-
ed that if co-education’ 'were adopted
the education of boys would suffer in
consequence,

L,

May Mean Union of Churches.

Rome, Feb, 12.—Your correspondent
was informed by Cardinal Amngelo Pie-
tro, who was received in audience by
the pope to-day, that the golemn and
unique function, according ' to the
Greek rite, which will take place.to-
morrow at the Vatican, the pope’s
presence in the commemoration of the
century of St. John -Chrysostom, may
lead to the union of the Latin church
and Oriental schismatic church. That
would be one of the most important
events in the history of papacy.

Bank Will Not Suspend.

Toronto, -Feb, 12.—At a meeting of
representatives of the Guaranteeing
banks, ‘who took. over the Sovereign
Bank, the trustees appointed at the
time resigned, and W. E. Stewart was
appointed sole trustee, The bank
will not saspend and will be in & po-
sition to liquidate the assets with the
minimum. ‘expense,

BABY'S OWN TABLETS. =8 E
A SMILE IN EVERY DOSE.
The: mother who, in her gratitude for
what Baby’s Own Tablets have done for
her’ child, said' that “There’s a smile in
every ~dose” coined a“very happy “and
very -trne phrase. - The ' tablets cure all
the minor ailments of habies and young
py little ones. * Mrs. John Young, Au-
burn, Ont., says: “I ‘have used Baby'’s
Own Tablets for more than a year and
I think they are the best medicine that
can be given a baby. .They are splendid
at teething time, and for stomach and
children, and make bright, smiling, hap-
bowel troubles. You don’t need a doc-
tor if you keep Baby’s Own Tablets in
the house.”. That’s about the highest,
praise a mother can give and it’s true,
every word -of it. You can get the

Tablets from any medicine dealer or
by mail at 25 cents a box from the Dr.

interests of the operators a number! Williams’ Medicine Co., Brockville, Ont.

ONTARIO CONTRASTS -
" WITH SUNNY ALBERTA

Incidents of Big Storm Which Sus-
pended Traffic—Calgary Man on
Snow-Stalled Train—He Laughs
Best Who Laughs Last—Ontario
Laughed at Us Last Winter.

Burketon Junction,” Feb. 13.—The
village_ is still .occupied with stories
of the big storm last week, during
which different trains were stalled at
the Junction, C. A, Shaw, of Cal-
gary, was a passenger on- the Ottawa
express stalled here,

No, 3 from - Montreal;, which was
stalled at Burketon ‘on Wednesday,
left for Toronto on' Saturday on the
arrival of a big snowflow.’ This train
was pulled by two of the biggest en-
gines on the road and spent thirty
hour in covering the last mile beyond
Burketon Junction,

Ninety-two men hastily gathered by
the C.P.R. in Toronto, were brought
to the Junetion in two coaches pulled
by the heaviest engines to relieve train
No. 3 of Wednesday from Montreal,
which was stalled here, It took 12
hours to cover the 43 miles, #nd was
one of the worst experiences known
on the division.

Number 8 Tweed expresg left To-
ronto. 5 p.m. Wednesday aiternoon
with 66 passengers. She was forced
to pass the night at Agincourt, and
got to Locust Hill at 11 a.m. She
was still there at 11 p.m, Thursday.
The passengers were well cared for,
and were contented,

Memorable Trip.

The 43 mile trip of the snow shov-
ellers . from - Toronto to the Junction
was memorable, Many times the
snow piled up to the height of the
coach tops, brushing the tall lights
of the rear car,

At Locust: Hill three trains and sev-
en engines with two snowplows were
waiting. Two of the heaviest engines
sent out with a plow to break the drift
would run back half a mile, would
make about fifty yards, and then have
to be dug out, back up, and then
come on at full speed again, At the
third attempt the plow mounted the
drift, turned completely around, and
tore off the trucks, and again rushed
past. Nobody was hurt.

The second plow was then used, and
managed to get through. The shovel-
lers’ train folowed slowly, and had to
stop frequently to be dug out. k

The orst experience was just at 6
a.m. to-day. The train was in an ex-
posed cut, the blizzard so strong, it
was impéssible to see thirty yards,
and’ the cold was' terrible.” “‘Numbers
of 'mén had”their hands:and faces so
badly : frazen -that they. were unable
to; go,-out. again. . One young-man’s
neck was coverd with blood from froz-
en_ears; others ‘e¢ried with pain from:
frozen'hands and “cheéks. ! They had
no idéa what'té db;andeame.intd the
warm car, ‘They were completely un-
prepared for the cold. . Hot coffee and

,sandwiches were provided by the com-| !

pany, ~The meén weére Usually fairly
willing to work, with some exceptions,
but-'suffered .. mdst weverely. - Many
wrapped their hands in rags.
Employees Tried Hard,

The railway employees made the
greatest efforts to"keep the line open.
A gang'of ‘seetiochmen: were picked up
who had beén at work for two hours
steadily, Train.crews had worked fif-
teen hours without relief. As the im-
mense locomotives struck ' the drifts,
five or six feet deep, the flying &now
smashed all' the glass in the left side
of the cab and:sifted in in elouds
through cracks in the doors of the
coaches.

Drift Eighteen Feet High,

Near Locust Hill 'a drift eighteen
feet high was cut through. Time af-
ter time in the last six minutes before
Burketon Junction was reached the
gang had in turn to be driven out in
some cases. Those very badly frozen
were allowed to remain in the car.
As fast as the snow drifted in it pack-
ed down and froze hard on the rails
and around the wheels, Experienced
railwaymen say this storm was the
worst -in their memory,

FEMALE PRISOERS STAMPEDE.

500 Hysterical Women Create Pande-
monium in Penitentiary.

New York, Feb., 12—Raising of a
false alarm of fire in the Blackwell’s
island peniteritiary on Saturday night
caused a panic in which five hundre:l
women- prisoners fled wildly to uhe
courts, where they continued t4 shout
hysterically and run about for half an
hour.

Immediately after the alarm was
sounded, Warden Fox palied a lcver
which opened the cell doors 1n the we-
men’s ward and the inmates started
pellmell down the windiag stsgirs to
the doors of the ward. In the mad
rush several were thrown over the hal-
usters, but none seriously nurt. The
signal for the fire Arill :n the men’:
wards was given and the prisoners,
accustomed to night fire d:iils, maich-
ed into the outer court in perfect
order.

Investigation showed that negress
in the lower tier of cells saw a cloud
of steam escaping from -a secuion of
pipe and screamed “fir2d” Tiie cry
was taken up by the other prisorners
in the ward, and . this . startad .the
scramble for safety, The firemuen of
the island were preparing to load ap
paratus when word was iéeeivad- that
a false alarm-had ~aused ‘the tr:uble.
Aiter the women prisoners were, lock-
ed in their cells sgain, the man ‘pris-
oners were ordered back and locked
up without further -scitement.

New Minister in N.B. Cabinet.

St. John, N.B., Feb, 12.—D. J. Pur-
dy, shipowner," tosday was sworn into
the cabinet beforé the Lieut..Governor
as minister without portfolio.

If you have Catarrh, rid younrself of this
repulsive disease.. Ask Dr. Sloop of Ra-
cine, Wis., to mail you free, a trial box
of his Dr. Sleop’s Catarrh Remedy. A
simple, single test, will surely tell you
a Catarrh truth well worth your know-
Tor Sale by all' dealers.

PAGE FIVE.

1. think eight_ hours long en-
ough for any miner to<be enghged
at work in subterraneous gloom.
The men have pointed out how
in the short days of winter they
would go down the pit in the
morning before it was light, and
would not come up again until
after the sun had gone down. Day
after day they went down, spend-
ing their lives in darkness both
above and below ground and that
had a very depressing effect upon
their constitution.”—Hon. W. H.
Cushing,  minister of public
works,in course of debate on Eight
-Hour Bank to Bank Bill in Leg-
islature Tuesday.

ANOTHER MINING HORROR.
Two Men Killed By Cable, .of Cage
Brgakir}ghDropped 7000 Feet.

North Sydney, N.S., Feh. 13.—Another
mining horror, in which fwo men were
killéd occurred at one-of ‘the ‘pits of the
Nova. Scotia Steel’ and ' Coal , Co.. this
morning; . The victims are Malcolm Stu-
art, a brother to Mayor Stuart and also
member of the town council and John
Dorsey, ex-councillor.

Both were underground managers. The
accident occurred at seven o’clock when
the men entered the cage which, just as
they entered, owing to some defect in
the hook, gave way and dropped with
an awful crash seven hundred feet he-
low crushing hoth men to a pulp. The
remains were buried under the wreck
of the heavy iron cage. Dorsev leaves
a wife and 12 children. Malcolm leaves
a wife and one adopted child. This was
the worst mining disaster in many years
and a gloom has been cast over the
town, both victims being well-known and
popular.

A Prized Cough Cure

‘‘I have not been without a bottle of
Ooltsfoote Expectorant in the house for
over mine years. At that time I procur-
ed it for a bad cold I had. Tt worked
such wonders then that it has been =z
household remedy ever since, and we
will have no other for coughs and eolds
~it is so pleasant to take, and a¥l of
my children look for it as soon as they
get a cold at all. Nearly all of them
have been subjeet to eroup, and .that’s
when I find Coltsfoote Expectorant use-
ful. You are welcome to use this testi-
monial as you wish.”’

MRS. LEWIS NIGH.

Free Sample of Coltsfoote Expectorant

will be sent to any person sending their
name and address and naming this
paper. It has established a wonderful
record as a successful cure for coughs,
colds, sore throat, eroup, whooping
cough, bronchitis and all irritated con-
ditions of the throat and chest. It is
the prescription of a great specialist in
medicine. At all good ' druggists, 25¢.
Dr. T. A. Sloeum, Limited, Torento.:
Send. for Free Sample To-day.
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| CHOCOLATES !
W.J.BoyD CANDY Coj

WINNIPEG A

€ 5
Years to Come=

Just one roof is GUARANTERD in writing
to be good for 25 years and is really good for
a hundred. That's a root of :

“OSHAWA”
GALVANIZED
STEEL SHINGLES

Put them on ycurself~—common eense and a
hammer and snips_doe .. The building
they cover is proof t lightning, fire,
wind, rain and snow. They cost less because
they're made better, and of better material.
Write us and learn about ROOFING
RIGHT. Address 205

The PEDLAR People [}
Oshaws Montreal Ottawa Torepto London Winnipeg

Made in vagious styles and
at different’ prices, but only
one quality—the best. A
piano is bought for a lifetime
of wear, . We warrant all

Haﬁin‘-.Orme

Pianos

to be perfect in construc-
tion aud to improve in tone
with ‘age, iostead of
weakening, as ordinary
instruments do.

Where the Martin-Orme
Piano is not represented,
we ship direct and guar-
antec safe delivery to your
nearest station, in any
part of Canada.

Wriie for descriptive
booklet, prices and
terms, Ir¢@ on request.
CRME & SON, Limited,

OTTAWA, CNT.

==

gt

e e

e - R -

A b W et




