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THE TROUBLES OF A “BANKER."
AN UN-CON VENT ION-AL LEADER.

During Mr. Borden's tour Mr. Ber
geron found his chief enjoyment in 
burlesqueing the Liberal convention 
of 1893. It appeared exceedingly 
amusing to that honorable gentleman 
that delegatee from the four corners of 
Canada, and selected by the electors, 
should assemble to frame a platform 
on which a political party should ap
peal to the people. This democratic 
way of doing things was eo repugnant 
to Mr. Bergeron’s idea of how a party 
should be managed that he made ridi
cule of the gathering the basis of his 
jponologue.

But the language of Mr. Bergeron 
had a far wider significance than his 
opinion of the Liberal convention of 
1893—it was made to belittle and dis
count the idea of party conventions 
in general as a means of formulating 
party policy. While his explicit ref
erence was to the convention of 1893. 
his caricature of that gathering and 
its mode oi procedure would apply 
equally well to a political convention 
of either party, and of any time. Un 
der the guise of assailing a specific 
convention he launched an assault on 
conventions in general. Those follow
ers of Mr. Borden who have demand
ed a party convention are very poorly 
endowed with political acumen if they 
cannot discern the answer to their de
mand in Mr. Bergeron’s masked as
sault on the idea of the party conven
tion.

It was altogether natural and in 
every way appropriate that a lieuten
ant of Mr. Borden should assail the 
political convention. This was to be 
expected, indeed it could not consis
tently be otherwise. The convention 
is a political institution for which Mr 
Borden entertains neither a high re
gard nor kindly sentiments. His no
tion is that there is. no advantage in 
being king unless one rules. This 
conviction is deepened by a lively ap
prehension oi what a party convention 
would mean to him personally. Those 
of his more democratic followers who 
have demanded a convention have not 
endeavored to conceal that part of the 
business of that gathering would be 
to consider the course of the party 
leader and of the coterie of specula
tive gentlemen with whom he has as 
sociated himself. This Mr. Borden 
has construed to mean that his term 
of office would expire with the assem
blage of the convention. Hence nc 
convention has been called, and hence 
also Mr. Bergeron is put up to ridi
cule and belittle the idea of formulat
ing .a party platform in a party con
vention.

The speech of Mr. Bergeron is the 
answer of Mr. Borden to those who 
have demanded a national convention 
to consider the past disasters, the pres
ent muddle and the future course of 
the Opposition. That answer means 
simply that no convention will be 
called if Mr. Borden can prevent it; 
that he has no intention of attempting 
to defend his record as leader be
fore his followers, nor of permitting 
them to have a voice in shaping the 
party policy or directing its future 
course. His attitude is simply the 
autocratic dictum that the party is 
made to follow and the leader to lead.

tariff concessions which the Canadian 
farmer wants from Germany, similar 
concessions will be doubtless be ask
ed from Canada. This will of course 
be the signal for an outcry from the 
Canadian protected interests, and no 
doubt the cause of renewed onslaughts 
on the Government by those interests 
and their political allies. If so, the

on the West; and one-half the whole 
prairie country was reserved from set
tlement to be bestowed on corpora
tions who were prepared to tender al
legiance to the powers that existed. 
Grown bold by long tenure of office, 
the Government and their supporters 
affected the airs of a political aristo
cracy and sneered at their opponents

Canadian farmer will be afforded as unskilled plebians who could know
fresh evidence of the measure of re
gard the manufacturers entertain for 
his welfare. A tariff concession 
which admits the introduction oi raw- 
mate rial for use in Canadian factories 
meets with the cordial and enthusias
tic approval of the owner; but a con
cession which will admit the products 
of Canadian farms to a more profit
able market is quite as certain to re
ceive his cordial and enthusiastic dis 
approval. Yet the language of the 
manufacturer to the farmer is in
variably that of a friend as deeply 
concerned in the farmer’s welfare as 
his own.

The proposed treaty with Germany 
and the newly concluded treaty with 
France, are illustrations of the trade 
expansion policy oi the Government— 
a policy which is only possible to a 
Government willing to make tariff re
ductions. A Government pledged to 
maintain a uniform “Hainan’s gallows 
tariff” would have been prevented se
curing an entrance for Canadian pro
ducts into France and would be equal
ly prevented from treating for the 
opening of the German market to our 
products simply because it could not 
-rant tariff concessions in return for 
tariff favors. The present Govern
ment was able to conclude a treaty 
with France and is likewise able to 
conclude a treaty with Germany, sim
ply because it is not bound to sacri
fice the interests of commerce by the 
maintenance of a “hostile” tariff, but 
is free to modify tariff restrictions to
ward certain countries when by so 
doing a new market may be opened to 
Canadian products. The “interme- 
iate tariff” is the means by which 
the Government is enabled to effect 
its purpose of securing wider markets 
for the products oi Canadian farms 
and ranches.

CLINGING TO THE TRADITIONS-

nothing of the art of government.
It is to this principle of aristocratic 

assumption that Mr. Borden testifies 
allegiance in refusing to hear the 
voices of his followers in council. That 
they demand to be heard illustrates 
how fast they are loosing grip on the 
primary principle of their party, the 
principle to which Mr. Borden very 
pointedly calls their attention in as
suming to not hear their demand. 
The attitude of Mr. Borden to his fol
lowers is the attitude of his predeces
sors to the public. Perhaps he will 
receive the same reward.

MR. FIELDING DISCUSSES PROVINCIAL SUBSIDIES

HE "FELL AMONG THIEVES."

Conservative journals now explain 
that one cause of the defeat of the 
Labor candidate in London was the 
fact that Mr. W. F. Maclean appeared 
on the stump in his support. The 
accusation suggests the analogy be
tween the political fortunes of Mr. I 
Maclean and the fate of the man who 
“went down from Jerusalem to Jer- 
“Icho and fell among thieves which 
“stripped him of his raiment and 
“wounded him.” The analogy fails 
however in that while the former was 
robbed by brigands, Mr. Maclean is 
despoiled and wounded by his sup
posed friends. Thus while the party 
organization was clubbing him into 
political insensibility in the precincts 
of London, the leader of his party 
was parading Manitoba in his stolen 
garments.

OPENING NEW MARKETS.
It Is announced that the conclusion 

of a commercial treaty with France 
will be followed by early negotiations 
looking to the conclusion of a similar 
treaty with Germany. It is to be 
hoped the proposed negotiations will 
be as successful as those recently con 
eluded at Paris. Germany is a manu 
facturing rather than an agricultural 
country and to support her large pop
ulation imports enormous quantities 
of food stuffs annually, which Canada 
is in splendid position to supply. To 
secure admission to the German mar
ket a very decided reduction of duty 
must be secured for Canadian pro
ducts. Canadian beef going to Germany 
at present would have to meet a tar
iff of $1.95 per hundred pounds ; bar
ley 76c per 100; flour, $2.03 per 100, 
and apples $1.50 per barrel. It goes 
without saying that with such duties 
against us Canada stands little chance 
of selling products in Germany. That 
that market is worth trying for may 
be gathered from the fact that Ger
many’s foreign trade last year reached 
the stupendous sum of three and one 
quarter billions of dpllars.

The treaty recently concluded with 
France is the first fruits of a course 
adopted at last session of Parliament 
which leaves the Government with a 
measure of discretion in granting tar
iff concessions to countries willing to 
grant corresponding concessions to 
Canada, and which enables the Gov
ernment to conclude commercial treat
ies on this basis. In return for the

In declining to call a convention 
it the demand of his followers, Mr. 
Borden really has the best of it, so 
far as maintaining the traditions of 
his party is concerned, however much 
his autocratic methods may be out oi 
joint with the spirit and tendency of ln 
the times. A popular convention is 
'eelly as foreign to the historical prac
tice of his party as the cause qf popu
lar rights to the source from which 
-t sprung, and the genius which shap
ed its course. A convention would be 
a violation of party precedent, and to 
oermit a convention to mould the 
party policy woqld be equally a vio
lation of the spirit which made the 
precedents. Whatever may be charg
ed against Mr. Bürden no accusation 
can be made that be lacks loyalty 
io the basic idea which brought his 
party into being, or that he is un
willing to defend that idea even 
against the opinions of his nominal 
followers and regardless of the conse
quences to them. As a popular con
vention would be tile condemnation 
of the party’s history, a convention
framed policy would be a renuncia
tion of the reason why the party has a 
history.

Ihe “conservatism” to which Mr. 
Borden clings was transplanted from 
England to continue in Canada the 
conditions from which it sprung, and 
which it was created to maintain. 
Born in England of despotism and fa
voritism it was brought into being as 
the political agency to defend auto
cracy and privilege against the rising 
power of democracy, and its presump
tuous assertion oi the common rights 
of the unprivileged individuals who 
con prised the nation. The transfer
ence to Canada changed only the 
scene of operations, not the essential 
character of the agency. Its task here 
war; to establish and perpetuate the 
conditions it had there fought to 
maintain. Here as there it stood for 
the conservation of power in the 
hands of the iavored few and permit
ted the abuse of that power to the 
injury of the unknown and unfavored 
many. A half a century of stormy 
agitation terminating-fin an appeal to 
arms was the road the people of Can- 

: ada were forced to travel to free them
selves from the domination of auto
cracy and privilege.

The establishment of responsible 
government restricted its power for 
haim, but did.not transform the spirit 
nor stop the mischief oi the reaction
ary party to whose traditions Mr. Bor
den gives testimony of allegiance. Its 
opportunities were limited, the means 
which it was forced to utilize were 
different, but the purpose of it# exis
tence remained the distribution of 
favors in return for the possession of 
power. The legitimate functions of 
government were perverted into expe
dients to keep the party in office, and 
the people of the country were plun
dered to provide booty for the friends 
of 'their masters ; the manufacturers 
were invited to make their own tariff, 
and the “red parlor” sessions began ; 
the national credit was all but ruin
ed to perpetuate railway monopoly

LEVELLING DOWN THE RATES.

Asie tant Freight Manager Peters of 
the C.P.R. hastens to assure the pub
lic that there is no truth in the rumor 
that Western freight rates are to be 
aised. The announcement will no 

doubt awaken an appropriate degree 
of thankfulness, though it may also 
occasion h. smile that an increase in 
freight rajtes should be seriously con
sidered -as commercially tolerable. 
A greater cause for gratification is 
Mr. Peters' announcement that in the 
new schedule being prepared very 
substantial reductions will be made 

the rates between Eastern and 
Western points, and also between 
points in Western Canada. The new 
schedule is the outcome of a ruling by 
the Railway Commission that the 
Company must abolish discriminatory 
rates between Western points, and es
tablish a uniform scale of tariffs. 
Some one familiar with its traditions 
evidently conjectured that the Com
pany would accomplish this equaliz
ing process by raising the lower rates 
instead of by lowering the higher. 
He failed to recollect, however, that 
the traditions of the Company have 
been badly shattered of late by the 
advent of a competing railway and 
the establishment of a Railway Com
mission. If the new schedule fulfills 
the promises that are made for it, the 
people of the West will receive an
other tangible proof of the benefits of 
railway competition and railway regu
lation.

AN EXCELLENT MUDDLE.

The civic authorities of that city 
are engaged in a lively effort to dis
cover how Winnipeg is governed. 
Contrary to Mayor Ashdown's advice, 
the Board, of Control decided to sell 
five million dollars worth of bonds to 
a certain company at 92, & condition 
of the sale being that one half the 
money should be spent in a power 
scheme carried out by the same com
pany. The council -ratified the bar
gain. The mayor stood firm and ex
ercised his prerogative by vetoeing the 
contract with the company. This is 
the present stage of the battle, and 
when or how it will end remains to 
be seen. In the meantime the situa
tion is not devoid of peculiar features, 
viewed from this distance at least.

The mayor of Winnipeg went to 
Europe especially to investigate the 
conditions of the money market. As 
a result of hie observations there, he 
advised a course of civic retrench
ment, including the postponement of 
the projected power scheme and the 
holding of city- bonds. The board of 
control, whose members had not been 
to London, refused to accept bis ad
vice, decided to sell the bonds, to sell 
them on condition that the power 
scheme be proceeded with, and agreed 
that the contract for this should be giv
en to the company purchasing the 
bonds. The city council endorsed the 
Board of Control against the mayor 
This is an excellent condition of af
fairs for other cities to avoid. It 
serves splendidly to illustrate the 
folly of seeking advice when one does 
noi. want it, for if the Board of Con
trol were competent to judge whether 
or not the bonds should be sold, why 
send the mayor to Europe to solve the 
problem? Also the peculiar condi
tions attached to the proposed sale 
may suggest to Mayor Ashdown an- j 
other subject for his investigative 
talent.

In the course of his speech at the 
great demonstration tendered him at 
Halifax,' Hon. W. S. Fielding, minis
ter of finance, made the following ex
tended and effective reference to pro
vincial subsidies :

There was one matter which engag
ed a share of my attention during my 
visit to England, which was of special 
interest to iny friends of the loca. 
government here, and to the people 
generally throughout the Dominion. 
I, became my duty to assist in obtain
ing from the Imperial Parliament 
such an amendment to the constitu
tion of Canada as would give effect 
to the prayer of the petition of the 
Dominion Parliament respecting tilt 
enlargement of the Dominion subsi 
dies payable to the several provinces. 
That is a question which has been 
before the people of this country for 
many years, and I am glad to know 
that a settlement has now been reach
ed, one which, I am confident, is 
satisfactory to the vast majority oi 
the people of the Dominion. It hai 
not hitherto been a party question ; it 
should not be a party question. Every 
man in Nova Scotia, be he Grit oi 
lory, every man who is in any way 
interested in your educational work, 
in your road and bridge services, in 
your steamboat and packet services, 
in your agricultural organization, in 
your public charities, in all the many 
things which fall within the scope oi 
your provincial administration,—every 
man, I say, irrespective of politics, is 
interested in seeing that your govern
ment is provided with the means oi 
dealing with these provincial services 
in a liberal way. (Cheers.) And 
what.is true of our province is equally 
true of every other province of the 
Dominion. In the proceedings of 
la;e years, up to a very recent date, 
this great question has been consider
ed as one apart from ordinary party 
strife.

Just now, unfortunately, an effort 
has been made to give the question a 
partisan turn in the hope—a vain 
hope, I am confident—that it may be 
made to serve the political ends of 
the Conservative leader. The leader 
oi the Opposition, in this as in some 
other tilings, is manifesting a willing
ness to trim his sails to catch every 
little political breeze that arises. With 
the foolish hope of capturing some 
votes in British Columbia, he is ready 
to break up the good understanding 
which had been reched by the repre
sentatives of all the other provinces in 
the Dominion. Let us look for a 
moment at the recent history of this 
subsidy question and we shall see how 
unjustified and mischievous is the 
position which Mr. Borden has taken. 
From the beginning of confederation, 
the provinces have relied to a very 
large extent upon the subsidies from 
the Dominion treasury to carry on the 
affairs of their local governments. 
Sometimes questions are raised as to 
the wisdom of this policy. Sometimes 
it is contended that it would be better 
that the provinces should have no 
such arrangement with the Dominion, 
but .should be obliged to raise by local 
taxation of the moneys they require 
for provincial purposes. 1 shall not 
stop to discuss the mérita of this argu
ment. Theoretically; it may have 
some force. Practically, its applica
tion to our provinces is out of the 
question. All parties have recog
nized that the granting oi Dominion 
subsidies to the provinces is an essen
tial part of our system of government. 
While the arrangements made in the 
original constitution or in the early 
years of confederation may have been 
well adapted to the condition of the 
time, it has been found by experience 
that they lacked that elasticity which 
was necessary to adapt them to the 
expansion of the counry. The desir
ability of a re-adjustment and enlarge
ment of the subsidies has been urged 
by provincial governments for many 
years. For a long time there seemed 
to be grave difficulties in the way of 
complying with the request of the 
provinces. In recent years the mat
ter assumed a more hopeful shape. 
Our government were disposed to re
cognize the inadequacy of the moneys 
at the disposal of the provincial 
governments and to co-operate in an 
effort to bring about a re-adjustment

Dangers in the Way.
But there were dangers in the way 

which required very careful treat
ment. The question of provincial 
subsidies is one upon which in times 
past there has been much controversy 
and, I might justly say, some jealousy 
amongst the provinces. When, many 
years ago, a special increase was 
e ranted to the province of Nova 
Scotia, that step provoked much ad
verse criticism in other provinces. 
When certain special grants were 
given quite a long lime ago to the 
government of Quebec—although they 
were not put in the form of provincial 
subsidies—tears ware expressed in 
some quarters that the other pro
vinces would feel they were not re
ceiving fair consideration. When, a 
few years ago, we granted an increase 
of subsidy to Prince Edward Island, 
it was argued in some quarters that 
this was a breach oi the bond of union 
and unfair to the other provinces. All 
these things were a warning that if 
the question of privincial subsidies 
was to be re-opened the utmost care 
should be taken to guard against such 
jealousies, and to see that each pro
vince received its fair and proper pro
portion of the sum to be divided. Our 
government were not willing to take 
up the matter if it was^to become a 
bone of contention among the pro
vinces. So we said in effect to the 
provincial governments : “You are 
virtually partners in this business, 
and if there is to be a re-adjustment 
of the partnership, you should agree 
among yourselves as to the terms and 
conditions. If there is something 
like unanimity among yoq, we shall 
be disposed to help you.” The pro
vincial governments, I am happy tti 
say, recognized tlie reasonableness of 
this position.

No Party Differences.
From the manner in which the 

question i_s now being treated by the 
British Columbia Conservatives, and 
by the leader of the opposition, it 
would naturally be assumed that this 
was a case in which the two political 
parties in Canada had differed ; that 
the Conservatives had been willing to 
grant exceptional terms to British

Columbia, and that the Liberals had 
prevented such grant. Nothing, how
ever, could be further than this from 
the facts of the case. The last pro
vincial- conference on this subject was 
held at Ottawa last year. Many of 
the provincial governments, 1 am 
glad to know, are in political sym
pathy with tlie government of Sir Wil- 
-rid Laurier. But all are not. Leav- 
ng out tor the moment the position 

of the British Columbia government, 1 
would point out to. you that the 
government of the greatest province 
of the Dominion, Ontario, and the 
'overnment of a great province of the 
west, Manitoba, are in the hands of 
iur Conservative friends. These pro
vinces were represented in that con- 
.erenee by able men. Ontario was re
presented by the premier of the pro
vince, Hon. Mr. Whitny ; by the at
torney-general, Hon. Mr. Foy; and by 
the treasurer, Hon. Mr. Matheson 
Manitoba was represented by the 
premier of the provincé, Hon." Mr. 
Soblin, and by the Attorney-General, 
Hon. Colin Campbell. These gentle
men, I need hardly say, are amongst 
the most distinguished members of 
the Conseivative party in this Do
minion.

Now, in view oi the new and parti 
san shape in which the leader of the 
opposition is endeavoring to present 
ibis question in British Columbia, it 
is important for you to observe that 
these distinguished gentlemen, repre
senting their own provinces and re
presenting the Conservative party at 
chat conference, had no difference 
whatever with my friend Hon. Mr. 
Murray, of Nova Scotia, or with 
other members of the conference who 
were in sympathy with, the Liberal 
party. It was a case in which party 
considerations were laid aside, when, 
as in the "brave days of old, none were 
:or a party, but all were for the state.

British Columbia’s Position.
Now, I am bound to say that if no 

special exceptional consideration had 
been given to British Columbia, she 
would have been in no position to 
complain. Our British Columbia 
brethren do not expect to be treated 
is children. They have a big pro
vince, one of the richest in the Do
minion, and one which is bound to 
have a great future. Whatever may 
be said as to the circumstances under 
which other provinces entered the 
union, it must be admitted that Bri
tish Columbia entered voluntarily and 
that the existing financial arrange
ments between the provinces were 
made with the knowledge and con
sent oi the constituted representa
tives of British Columbia. These ar
rangements were of such a character 
that, to a certain extent, special con
sideration was in some respects ac
corded to the provinces oi small popu
lation, including British Columbia. 
If the other provinces had been dis
posed to insist that British Colum
bia should live up to its bargain, I 
do not think the province would have 
had any just cause of' complaint. 
Many a man makes business arrange
ments which do not turn out as well 
as he would desire, but he recognizes 
that he is bound by them. So it is 
with nations and provinces. But the 
other provinces were not disposed to 
take this rigid view. Their attitude 
throughout the whole transaction 
has been one oi friendly regard for 
British Columbia and willingness to 
give her a helping hand.

Concessions Enlarged.
As I have already pointed out, the 

existing financial arrangements in
volve concessions to the smaller 
provinces. These concessions were 
enlarged in, the scheme of re-adjust
ment which was proposed from time 
to time by the provincial conferencès. 
British Columbia, a province large 
in territory but small in population, 
received the advantage of this con
sideration. But all concerned were 
disposed to do something more for 
British Columbia. Without any sug
gestion from the British Columbia 
government or from anybody else, I 
myself, after a visit to British Col
umbia and an opportunity to observe 
her difficulties arising from her phy
sical conditions—the province was 
once described as “a sea of moun
tains”—went to members of provin
cial governments and suggested that 
over and above the provision already 
made some allowance should be made 
to the Pacific province. I am glad to 
be able to say that my suggestions 
were met in a very kindly spirit and 
by none more cordially than by my 
friend, Mr. Murray, who thus gave 
an additional proof of the fact that 
the public men of Nova Scotia are 
able to take broad Views of public 
questions. When the Dominion min
isters met the provincial ministers'in 
conference, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, on 
behalf of the Dominion government, 
expressed the hope that the confer
ence would take a liberal view of the 
claims of British Columbia. Members 
of the conference, irrespective of 
party, responded in a generous spirit; 
but they were unable to satisiy the 
premier of British Columbia. He 
wished the appointment of a commis
sion to inquire into British Columbia 
affairs, with a view, as he confessed, 
of securing larger sums than the con
ference were willing to allow.

No Reason for a Commission.
Now, there was no more reason why 

a commission should be appointed to 
inquire into the financés of British 
Columbia than for the appoint
ment of a commission to in
quire into the finances of any other 
province. Every province had its 
own views as to its needs and its 
claims. One of the main objects of 
the several provincial conferences was 
to secure harmony amongst the vari
ous provinces. II we had granted a 
commission of inquiry to British 
Columbia, and if the Quebec govern
ment had then stepped in and said : 
"We are not satisfied with what the 
conference has given us, we also ask 
a commission of inquiry," on what 
ground could we have refused it? And 
ii British Columbia could properly 
ask for such a commission, and Que
bec could properly ask it, why could 
not every other province in the Do
minion demand the same? What the 
premier of British Columbia really 
asked was in effect, that, instead of 
coming to a settlement of this long
standing question and securing to tlie

provinces at the earliest possible mo
ment the benefits of the proposed in- 
cerase of subsidy, the whole matter 
should be flung open again, and a 
settlement postponed, no one could 
say how long. The proposal was un
reasonable, and was so recognized by 
the representatives from all the other 
provinces, irrespective of party. The 
impression which certain Conserva
tives have endeavored to create that 
that proposal was acceptable to the 
Conservatives and rejected only by 
the Liberals is entirely without 
foundation. (Cheers.)

Mr. McBride’s commission proposal, 
which is now taken up by Mr. Bor
den, was emphatically rejected, not 
only by the Liberals present at the 
conference, but was rejected with 
no less emphasis by Mr. Whitney, Mr. 
Foy and Mr. Matheson, of Ontario, 
and Mr. Roblin and Mr. Colin Camp
bell, of Manitoba.

Treated Handsomely,
Apart from Mr. McBride himself, 

the unanimous view of the conference 
was that in agreeing to give British 
Columbia a special grant of one hun
dred thousand dollars per annum for 
ten years, over and above what she 
was entitled to receive by the general 
scheme of distribution, the conference 
had treated that province generously 
and handsomely. (Cheers.) I believe 
that the people of British Columbia, 
when they fully understand the mat
ter, will appreciate the liberality with 
which the conference treated their 
province and that they will not sup
port either Mr. Borden or Mr. Mc
Bride in the effort to make party- 
capital out of the transaction. On 
the one side of the case we have Mr. 
Borden and Mr. McBride, both seek
ing to make political capital out of 
the transaction; on the other side, we 
have, not the Laurier government, as 
would be implied, not the Liberal 
party, as would be implied, but the 
governments and people of every 
other province in the Dominion. Mr. 
Borden is now for political purposes 
committing himself to the very 
scheme which Mr. Whitney. Mr. Foy, 
Mr. Matheson, Mr. Roblin and Mr. 
Colin Campbell positively and em
phatically refused to accept at the 
provincial conference.

A Mischievious Partisan.
Mr. Borden’s attitude in raising 

this question as he has done in the 
province of British Columbia is 
neither fair nor statesmanlike nor 
patriotic. (Cheers.) If it has any 
effect whatever, it can only be a 
mischievous one. His efforts will, I 
believe, not mislead the people of 
British * Columbia, who, in the face 
of the facts as I have stated them, 
must see that no injustice has been 
done their province. His proposal 
is a breach of faith with Ontario, a 
breach of faith with Quebec, a breach 
of faith with Nova Scotia, a breach of 
faith with New Brunswick, a breach 
oi faith with Prince Edward Island, 
a breach of faith with Manitoba, a 
breach of faith with Saskatchewan, a 
breach of faith with Alberta. The 
duly- authorized representatives of 
every one of these provinces, irres
pective of party, have condemned the 
movement to which Mr. Borden has 
now- committed himself. That move
ment, I believe, will not mislead the 
people of British Columbia, and it 
will be resented, as it should, by the 
electors of every- other province in 
the Dominion. (Cheers.)

Mr. llaulton in the last sentence ex
pressed to a nicety the settled convic
tion of those who are not led astray bv 
a mere catch-cr.v. As to the generosity 
Of the Government’s terms, it was Mr. 
Foster who told the House of Commons 
that they were so liberal they would 
have the effect of leading other pro
vinces to demand better treatment. In 
the face of declarations like these, and 
with the experience of the" whole con
tinent bfore us, it is easy to see whv 
Mr. Borden’s land plank has not aroused 
the enthusiasm of the electors of the 
West.

MEMORIES.

(Toronto News.)
I sit before my study fire tonight,
My patent leather pumps reflect the light
Which flames and flickers in the glowïiv, 

grate,
Where dancing elves and nodding ko- 

bolds wait
To waft my soul to former scenes of jov
" hen I was on the farm a lusty bov.
Come, fairy friends, and bear me far 

away,
O haste ye, ere the Eastern skies are 

grey.

1 was only eight year

THE WESTERN LANDS.
(Ottawa Free Press.)

Mr. R. L. Borden’s plank that the 
Provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan 
shall be given control of the lands now 
held by the Dominion Government does 
not, despite the insinuations in the Con
servative press, appear to be making 
much impression upon the people of the 
new provinces. They know that the dis
posal of the lands lay- at the base of the 
whole immigration policy of the Federal 
Government and to have taken them 
away would have been to transfer this 
vitally important work from a highly- 
organized and efficient department if 
government to one which was not at all 
fitted for the task. So, instead of sur
rendering the lands, the policy has been 
to give money compensation to the new 
provinces. The central authorities con
tinue their immigration work and the 
new governments are given ample means, 
to carry out other projects, with which 
they were better able to cope. This was 
the course adopted w-ith Manitoba. Wny 
shculd Alberta or Saskatchewan have 
been treated differently- ? It might not 
have made very much difference thirty- 
seven years ago when Manitoba was ad
mitted to Confederation. There was not 
much immigration then to handle, but 
in 1905 it would have been folly to have 
thrown the work on the new provinces.

If they had been given the lands they 
w'ould have been much worse off than 
at present. If they- had used them for 
the encouragement of settlement they 
would have derived no revenue from 
them and have been poorer by- the 
amount that was given by the Dominion 
in compensation. If they had used them 
to yield a revenue, it would have been 
good-bye to the immigration policy 
which has been filling up the country 
so rapidly within the last decade.

Even Mr. Haultain, whose name *s 
most prominently connected with the 
land cry, Was not sure, at the time 
of the announcement of the provisions 
ot the Autonomy bill, that any- wrong 
had been done the provinces. In the 
course of an interview given in Ottawa 
on February 24, 1905, lie said: “I say 
l consider we are entitled to the public 
domain ,as a right. On the other hand, 
I must admit that a substantial net in
come under this proposition, increasing 
with our population, may be a very- 
great advantage.” Further on he said: 
"The money arising from our sale of 
land would be our principal asset.”

lie recognized that it would be neces
sary to sell the lands, rather than use 
them for immigration purposes, in or
der that the provinces could secure the 
funds necessary for their services.

“But it would require,” he continued, 
“a very prudent and strong administra
tion to fund that money, as the lands 
were sold, instead of looking upon it 
as revenue, as they have done every
where else with the result that some of 
them have eventually woke up and found 
they have no land and have spent the 
money derived from it. The people 
who approve absolutely of the govern
ment’s mode of dealing with this ques
tion might very fairly say that a large 
net income, increasing as time goes on, 
is a very fair substitute for the things 
we ask.”

My birthday 
old,

The dark November eve was raw and 
cold,

The table set, the window curtains- down 
And dear old father just returned from 

town,
AH laden like another Santa Claus,
And mother’s gentle exclamation, 

“Laws !”
I and my sisters dancing at his knee 
The biggest parcel of the lot for me. s 
Ah, what a maze of paper and of string, 
A labored task the great untangling, 
But little fingers, rosy red, and white, 
Are agile. What is this? Oh, glad te- 

light.
I dance so gaily o’er the sanded floor,
1 give my father twenty kisses more, 
My birthday- gift exactly what I choose, 
A pair of red-top boots with copper toes.
And now 1 sit in sable evening dress 
Before my grate. But sadly- I confess 
That all the glories'of a great career 
And all the profites of a busy year 
Have never brough that ' glad, whole- 

hearted joy
That oftentimes I felt when but a boy. 
A little lad, yvith freckles on m.v nose. 
And wearing red top-booes yvith copper 

toes.

. A NEW UNIVERSITY.

(Montreal Witness.)
The western provinces have a great 

advantage over these eastern ones in 
having abundant resources for education 
in the shape of lands set apart for that 
purpose, and in having, out of their 
buoyant expectation of rapid growth, a 
sentiment of unlimited generosity to
wards it. The Western States have a 
like advantage over, the Eastern ones", as 
is manifest in their lavish bounty to
wards their institutions. The free
heartedness of the west is illustrated by 
the immediate foundation of a univer
sity by the new province of Alberta. We 
may- look for this example to be soon 
followed by Saskatchewan. British Col
umbia has an incipient university affi
liated to McGill, which has been the 
special care of Dr. Tory, of McGill, un
til now that that gentleman has been 
fitly called to organize the un versity of 
Alberta. More and more the university 
as far as the undergraduate literary 
course is concerned, is becoming a local 
institution.

PRESBYTERIAN FUNDS.

Power to Broaden Board of Management 
Asked For.

Ottawa, Nov. 7.—Application will be 
made next session by- the managers of 
the ministers’ widows and orphans’ fund 
of the Synod of the Presbyterian Church 
of Canada in connection with the Church 
of Scotland for an act ta amend the sta
tute which provides that the managers 
of the fund shall be chosen from minis
ters having rights in the fund of mem
bers or adherents of their congregations, 
said amendment being to constitute the 
board from ministers and members and 
adherents in good standing in the Pres
byterian Church of Canada.

Railwaymen Want Increase.
Toronto, Nov. 9—Engineers and fire

men on the Temiskaming and North
ern Ontario railway have applied for 
another increase in pay. They got one 
a lew months ago.

MEN AND WOMEN 
WANTED

WANTED—To learn the Barber Trade. 
Only eight weeks required to learn.

Tools Free.

The demand for Barbers was never 
so great. Write for Free Illustrated Cat 
alogue, Moler Barber College, 225 Alex
ander Avenue, Winnipeg.

WHITEWOOD LAKE, 
Wabamun.

MORRIS & SON
Will

SELL BY AUCTION 

ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 28th at 2 p.m. 
At Mr. W. Walker’s Farm.

Team ; pony; mower; horse rake ; 20 
tons of hay ; tents ; clearing tools; house
hold furniture.

Auction Offices—
619 FIRST STREET, EDMONTON.

THE FARMER’S CROGER
North East Corner of Market.
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Thirty “Years ago ii w| 
tie last buffalo hunt 
history when the seatteil 
the mighty, innumerable I 
roamed over the va<t tef 
villey of the Mississippi 
Mountain and from til 
t > (ireat Slave Lake haul 
a id wantonly si a ugh te 
appease an un control let!

- improvident people or und 
ers to slay. Consequent!j 
chase in these days win g 
become accustomed to 
bison as a vanished race 
at once uni pie and ipt| 
cularly to tl o>e who hive 
attention to’ tlie p re servi 
noble animal. Yet su--hi 
all its picturesqueness,' it 
dents and the omniprv 
danger which infuse 1 an | 
most intoxicating in its | 
actually witnessed ln<t 
Flathead reservation in thcl 
amidst the mountains of I 
tana. There Michel Pablo! 
herd which was purchase J 

•dian government list wintl 
up preparatory to sin «if 
country of as many of thcl 
captured. True, tlie hunT

bent on securing merely t| 
slaughter of the herd, as 
30 years ago, but this detrl 
from the interest in the df 
Their’s was a harder itnd 
ous task to corral those-gnj 
wild animals= lighting dog^ 
liberty enjoyed in their 
This was the 'prosaic si del 
venturous enterprise; but till 
suffered little by comparisT 
historic hunts on the plains. I 
Were" expert cowboys, dare! 
riders, as light hearted", frl 
as any who ever sat on tl 
deck of a cayuse or rode I 
ranges of Montana, their bil 
their dusky skins, their leaf 
skin chaps, the’r heels adorn 
clinking spurs an.1 their bll 
decked by deft c cations oil 
in the form of leather or hi 
silver mounted bridles, lent! 
that was indeed more than I

There was the sime cautil 
upon the herds tint marked I 
of old-time hunters, then! 
gallop, a great cloud of-dusf 
of hoofs, and a mad injpetiul 
of the frightened, snorting, P 
rushing through the opep 
narrow gulches, canyons an! 
of up and down the digged I 
Fend d’Oreille mountains f 
to: escape the unrelenting^pil 
flying riders,* who at timeJj 
be everywhere. Occasional!! 
crack of a six-shooter wag 
the riders, battling with s| 
perous bull bent on breaking 
to send him in the direction I 
peding hen!. Truly it was I 
t l rilling scene an d one which! 
would explain the feelingsf 
tuated the old-time hunters iig 
slaughter of the herds.”

A Protracted Ilui
The hunt was a very prog 

lasting nearly five weeks, ail 
was almost disappointing to al 
especially the agents of tig 
government, for despite tlie I 
tent and strenuous efforts, lei 
of the herd remaining aftg 
round up and numbering o\l 
were captured and entra ini 
confidently expected that the r 
have been swept- clean with

1 have opened in the grocery business 
in the stand lately occupied by R. Mc- 
Mnlan and invite a trial order from 
every farmer who visits Edmonton. We 
keep nothing but the„ freshest and best 
quality of goods in both our grocery and 
flour and feed departments.

MRS. IRVINE.
This remarkable old -Iad>] 

the heroine of the round til 
of the fact that she is a guj 

Mode over seventy-five mile 
through a wild and broke 
She was accompanied .by 
daughters, the Misses D 
Lethbridge.

W. *. TTW

this occasion, the riders liaviil 
guidance the experience gaiT 
ihe previous round up in Maj 
200 head were secure.1. but 
gentlemen directing the op.crfl 
over sanguine. The Huffalog 
learned a’ lesson in the pic


