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THE LITILE COWARD

That was what Miss Merivale had
called her that morning when she t) 2m-
bled and turncd pale bezavce the black
mare reared with her. She beggel Sir
Robert to take her off, and stool in
ignominious safety while Agatha Mleri-
vale mounted Stella and rode off trium-
phant down the avenue, J :

She was a coward. She did not deny
it, and was sometimes very much asham-
ed ofit. But no one seemed to mindit,
until Agatha Merivale her
bold, dark eyesand her dashing 'veys, |i
her hunting ; and every [i

came with

her riding,
body admirred Agatha sc much, even Sir

obert ! listen

She almost hated Agatha ! You see,
came they had heen so
Little orphan

never

until agotha
happy at DeRosset."
Madelaine Leigh
happy in her life as here at the hall with

had been so

sweet Lady DeRosset, who was her|yiice —the voice, Lina knew,of Parkins
guardian. and her son, Sir Robert. They | Mys, Harvimygton's mocel, soft-voiced,
were so kind and good to her. They |1 dv.1i%e nurse—““and there won't be

petted her and loved her s)—and now

Agatha had come, and for iwo weeks

had monopoelized Sir Rodert and kept

: Y . |
the house in a turmoil of gove' * and
laugled at Lira, and made her life

wretched. |

Lina's mnid told that everybody said
Sir Robert was to marry Miss ¥ =ivale.
Lina made a stern resolve that si- wvould
run away fron the h.l
Run away !
run away now ! Not far though
too much ¢t a coward to veuture v
1 il away

when the* ~en'

She  would

took place.

sue was

into

e\

the world alone ; but ould a0
across the fields to *‘Aunt

as she called Tady Del ssett’'s widowed |

Marcsaret's,”

sister-in law, whe Jive 1o a quiet, com- |
fortable - 3 a wile away from the
hall.

Myrs. Harrington was an iove'* 1 par-
alyzed anl confined to her bea. she
was rather a grim old Jady, anl most |

were inclined to shun ler ; Lut sweet,

bright hittle Lina hal
the old lady's heart, ar.i was »lways wel ’

mto

won her w:

come at the lodyge, |
Aunt |

Yes, she would run away {

Margaret’s, ard perhaps when sh

was |
missed,Sir Robert mivlit feel a moment’s |

uneasiness about ®er. Seizing Ler hat
and a light shawl, she dew acr,:s the
park, calliag Teo. Sir Roberts pretty
collie, to go with her, Linadid not like
to cross the fields alone being poss s«cd
of a great tecror of balls ¢ hut wi'h Lo,
she would not vind it wach

Loo wos calmly takinga nap i the
front portico, but he started p ard
raced ~fter her with » jorous bar' But

at the little zate “hat 'ed from t.v pak
into the fields, Lina was greatly liscon-
certed by an unexpected er~ounter with
Sir Robert and Miss Mcrivale, who came
langhing and ta'king aioug the ath,
both 1»oking

the golden rays of thu sctting su.

brizht and handso . e in
them with o hasty
Robert turned

She brushed past
“(Good U»cll:l.(_(, "bat Sir
back to speak to her.
““Where
:\sk«'u.
“To Aunt M :rzavet’s,
v o,

Are yon not

are you going, Lina 7" he

.she answered,

not look:..t ..

““Alone. Lina? adraid ?

If you will wait a lit! while T will o
with you.” Sir Rbert suva. laoking
down at the zirl's tlashe i chivess and
averted eves

anawerd,hastily.
L%
d

"N'. l-lllll\i.' Tina
ST will not treo
And you wor

will take
he late for

1oe you
cace of mo2.
dinner if you went with me.’

“May I come for you. then, afte: din-
ner 7"’ Sir Robert asked.

“Thanks, I a-n unt goinz back, I shall
stay ail nicht,” was the huareie | answer,
ahd Lina turned to 2o

But Sir Robart detainel
moment.

“Lina,” he said, in a 1ow tone, ‘‘what
! What

her for a

makes you avoid me so lately
have T done to oftond you

Lina raised her blue ey »s hastily to his
for one moment and . hen lropred them

7

again.

“J Lave not avoides yo she said,
coidly. “You have been ~ery

cupred with—other people. There, T will

much oc-

not detain you,
She waved herlittle hand haughtily,and

ed.

down the long stairs and silent entries
leading to the pantry, but she went and
Leo trotted after her.
the pantry, looking arcund for spoons
with no light but a faint g'cam from the
hall lunp a sound of low voices caught

her ear.

eatside the window. and L'na pausel to
ear startled her.

woman's

house. But Lina had heard enouz
Sick with terror, she leaned azunst tie
pwirs dhora moment, arl tri-l o
thin What did it 2ll mean ? 12 hhery,
e And no help near. Hor tivs
wistivet was to tly out of the house and
weross the fields the Hall. Bat le:
uls vould be instantly discovered,
| sYie iew, and then poor Aunt Marzaret
voali be alune with those wretclh s
N . she must not go ;3 but to stand here

Lina did not altozether like to pass

As she atood in

The putry was on the ground floor,
ts iron-harred shuttered windo¥ look
g into the garden. The. sound was
The first word that canzh: her

“‘A thousands pourdsand all the <ld

jcm-l;_\'. and plate!” said a

man's voice in a husky undertone.
“‘Yes,” was the reply ina woman's

any trouble about it, because I have let
the women go away to stay all night, and
sent the gardener a fool's errand
to Misses Drother’'s, twenty miles
off.’

“But this girl that came to-night—
what about her ?" asked the man.

“‘Oh, she wil go toLe ryom presently,
She'd be
anyway—a silly timit

on

and stay there if she is wise.
no lLinderance
little thine.”

“But it's as well to let her  go ouof
the way,” said Parkins, coolly.

“I tell you it's not safe before 11
o'chiek.” Parkins said, positively ‘‘Peo-
Sir Robert don't like

for long, and that

ple‘may come in.

Lier out of his sizht
idiotic young Marsden may come moon-
ing in.  Wait till half past eleven, and
the west door here will be open. And,
Jim, look here, wh i you get this swag,
you are to take me with you—your wife,
mind.”

The Evilently

the spe kers were moving away from e

voices grew fainter.

iy would be no good, She flew like a
tidalmzthe halvand up stiirs, Leo
pacinz by her side At AuntMarzaret's
door sl e paused, and a sudden th nght
came to her. She would send Leo h e
for help.

‘“Where is the spoon, child ? H »w loug
you stayed. Good heavens !
cried the old lady as she saw
Lina be-

what is the
matter !”
the girl's white terrified face.
gan some cvasive answer, but instantly
remembered that Aunt Margaret must
be told the whole story o1 nothing could
be done to save her. She did tell it, and
Auut Margaret listened in silent constcr-
nation, and then burst ont with :

“Giood heavens,child ! Whydon't you
run right home ?"

“*Because T knew Parkins would I
here in a few minutes and ftind I

'.II)
was
gone, and then —"

“"Ah, well.
old woman if you could. What ave you
doing, child ? Why don't you lock tle
door and pile things against it? G,»d
God ! if I'was able to
bed !"

But Lina did uot speak for a moment,
She*had found a pgncil and paper and
was writing a few [brief words. When
she had finished—

‘“No,"” shesaid,
tell her I am to gleep on her couch here
in your room,
where elso. T'll’ be back ina moment.
Leo.”"—

Out of the room she darted, and down
to the hall door, unbarred
and passed through.

rise out

which she
Then kneelinz in

tied the note tightly in her handkerchief
around Leo's neck.

She put her arms around his
after that, kissed his forehead, and half
a s0b escaped her.

neck

walked away from him. He watched tle
pre'ty, white robed figu.e for a moment, I

and tken Leo came and fawned on
him.
“Leo, Teo !" called Tina's voice.
“Go, Loo,” said his moaster, and the

“Tg that you, Miss?” said a smooth
voice from the hall.
are you dding in the dark there /"

Lina sprang up as if she had been
shot.

“I am sending the dog home 7" she

obelient doy tiot off dowa the path
after ithe girl.

It was rather dreary ~* the Todge th: t
cvening. Mrs. Harrinzion was out of
humor because her had failed to|
call that da; to receive a lhvu»zuull
pounds that she wished him to deposit |
for her. And Parkins, her nurse nml}'
housemaid, let the maid servants all go
off to a fair in the vi'lage, ‘‘vhere they l
will cartain'y get into mischief,” Mrs. |
Harrington said. ‘

“But when talked .to her |
and made her laugh a little, she. forgot |
her grievanzes, and chatted away very f
At ten o'clock she declared |
Il she wastired, and |
and let her

ageil

Lina Lad

pleasantly,
she had laughel ti
Lina must give her her drops
o to sleep.
‘There the s, von 's gone
Parkins Lave put it 7 Lhild,

W here ca

would you

of her heart shook her whole frane

“‘He is restless here without his master,

Go home, Leo—straight home, sir.”

The dog, with one farewell lick of her
hand, bounded down the steps and van- | pistol.
ished in tlre dewy darkness of the sum- | cheek and brow.

nmer night.

“Oh, God ! let him go safely and ’ powered terror.
[swiftiy!" prayed the young girl in her | qoor and called out quickly and clearly :
““ You're not coming in. I have sent

Then she went in and helped Parkins | for help, and Sir Robert and his men
I amarmed, and if {

heart.

bar the door, and they went together up-

So you stayed to save the

of this

‘When Parkins comes

nd she must go some-

the shadow of a pillar on the portico,she

“Why, whatever

said, speaking quietly,though the throbs [ pounds and

mind running down into the pantry ard | poor soul, can go and get a good niglt's | cracked beneath the batter.
bringing me a spoon ! I would ring for | rest in another room.”
Parkins, but she told me she wantedto
get up som: mus'in this evening, and
would come up as soon as she had finish-

Parkins was silent for one instant,and | t

then began a series of smooth, polite | when—bang ! bang ! came two reports
expostulations,which no one would heed, | from Lina’s pistol, and a couple of bul-
and finally the civil nurse prepared the | lets crushed through the panels, and the
couch for Lina and took herself off ob-
serving sweetly :

“If Miss Leigh will leave the door
ajar, I can hear a call from this room,

and will come instantly.” 1n,” yelled the gruff. voice outside.

““Thanks, Parkins, but I hope I shall

not have to call you,” said Lina, speak-

ing as sweet as Parkins herself,

Then she glidel to the door, and as it
closed she turned wich a face of dismay

and whispered :

‘“ The key is gonc !  She took it when
she was fidgeting in and ou! with the
sheets and pillows.” .

‘ There is a bolt besides,” Aunt Mar-
garet answered.

Lina gave a sigh of relief as she slip-
ped the boit into the groove, and felt
that she had some little protection
against the enemy.

““ Now, child,” Aunt Maragaret said,
can you use a pistol ?”

‘I never touched one in my life,” said
the little coward ; *‘ but if I had one now
I would try.”

“ Very well. Take my safe-key—it is
under my pillow—and unlock the safe.
They are just as my husband left them a
year ago ; but Robert looked at them a
few days ago, and said they were all
right. ‘That is right. Put one of them
on the foot of the bed, and if those
wretches come, try, my dear, to use it.
Now, put the other here by my left
hund. Thank God! I can use that a lit-
tle. Now, what are you doing? Oh,
pile up all you can againstfﬁe door.
Theve, you can’t move anything e'se.
Now, come here, little girl, kneel down
by me, and let’s say our prayers togeth-
er.”

With the old lady’s thin, pailid
clasped tightly in her two cold,trembling
little ones, Lina knelt down there, and
buryinig her face in the pillow, ‘ried to

! and

Py
Her petition was not a very coberent
f“l' l
listeniny with every nerve 8'riined, for
A lamp burn-

it was only a wild, passisnate cry

y il help, and meantime she was

sonnds froa the outside.

ed inthe roro. On the mantlepicce a
softly te:ng cloct mwarked the slow
min-ites N other sound broke the
stilliness

Presen:ly a a su)h shook the girl's !'y-
ure. She was thinking of Sir Robert
and Li8 tender care over her.  Oh, if she
Iy not been 8o waywardand proud
ening, all would“have been safe,
would corie

had .
this ey
But sarvely, surely,

he
vet,
He could not fail to find the note, and
she knew he would come to save her.
Bt yet horrible doubts come to her as
to whether the note would reach him:
It might be lust or Leo might wandet
about and rot get home until it was tco
lite.
Toolate ! Liua shuddered and sobbed
agiun as she thought what that might
mean.  Oh, it was hard to think of dy-
ing s helplessly, so horribly, with help
S0 near.
The longz winutes crept on, and no
sound came until 11 o’clock had passed.

sage, and the knob of the door was soft-
ly turned:

3reathless silence in the room. Then
a yentle tap at the door.  Lina clasped
Aunt \_{nuarct's hand convulsively, and
the old lady spoke:

““ What is that " she asked steadily.
““It1s me, Parkins, miam. Woull
you ask Miss Leigh if she will be kind
enough to open the door? 1 have the
toothache and want some laudanum.”
“What a devil she is?" whispered
Aunt Margaret. Then aloud: ““Go
down stairs and get something, Parkins.
I cannot trouble Miss Leigh.”
Lina hoped that Parkins would urge
the point a little, Anything to prolong
the parley and gain time.
But a whisper in the passage followel,
and then a man’s voice :
¢ Ladies, there's no use making a ros,
Just epen the door peacefully, and you
shan't be hurt. We'll break it down if
you don’t.”

““\What do you want?”’
- hoping to gain a little time.

Lina asked,

And now a
gruil voice answered insolently.
““You know welt enough what we

broke, and a man’s hand was thrust in;

besiegers paused abruptly.

voice, ‘“‘or I shall fire again.”

The little clock softly chimed the half
Lhour.  Then, in a few moments, came a
sound  of stealing footsteps in the pas-

A parel

he whole door seemed about to fall

““Go away instantly,” calléd the girl's
‘“One more rush, .mate, and we are

What followed was wild tumault and

confusion ; the crash of bresking panels
and bolts, the fall of the door and the
furniture Lina had piled against it, shot
after shot from Lina's pistol, a yell of
pain and rage from both of them. The
door was down. One of the men was in
the room. Lina had fired her Jast shot,
and, running to the bed, snatched Aunt
Margaret’s pistol and turned to face the
ene ny. Suddenly came a wild shriek
fcom Parkins; then a voice calling,
¢“Lina' Lina! I am coming,” and Sir
Robert de Rossett hurled himself bodily
upon the ruffian outside the door, pros-
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trated him and sprang into the room over
the body, And this is what he saw : —
Madeline Leigh, the *‘little coward,”
with blazing eyes and starlet cheeks, ahd
a pistol in her hand, standing uvnflinch-
ingly between Aunt Margaret and a bur-
ly ruffian, and Aunt Margaret herself,
who had not turned for a year in bed,
standing on her feet on the floor. Two
seconds changed the aspect of affairs.
After that the burglar sprawled sense-
I:ss onthe floor. Aunt Margaret sank
back on her bed with a wild ** Thank
Go1!” and the little heroine of the scene
lay in Sir Robert’'s arms in a dead fain*.
‘“Oh, Robert, why didn’t you come
sooner ?” she murmured, half an hour
afterward, when she opened: her eyes
and met his.
“Don’t you know I came as soon as I
found your note "’ he said,” Leo went
to my room, and- I found him there
when I left
o'clock.”

“Where
Li v asked,
looking around with a shudder.
They were

the drawing room, after 11

those dreadful wen?’

raising’her head dizzilv and

are

* Never mind them, dear.

ta'ten by the men who followed me My
braye little darling !  What a heraine
you are !”

Two months later, when Darkins and

the men were brought to trial, Aunt
Margaret walked into the witness box
and gave her testimony with gri-r direct
neas and self-possession.  Lina
her's with wuch trembling and
tears ; but she looked intensely lovely,
and no one wondered that Sir Robert
was going to marry her.
The crowd around the “door gave her
three cheers as she left the court-room,
walking between Sir Robert and lis
mother, and three mere for Sir Robert,
and then three more for Leo, who fol-
lowed them.
And Aunt Margaret's wedding pres-
ent to Lina was the thousand pounds and
the diamonds that had been saved by
the courage of ‘‘ the little coward.”

gnve
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wants, miss. We wants the thousand
the diamonds, and we
mean to have them. So don't be a fool,
bat just open the
you'l, be sorry,”

She had been insult-
ed and threatened, and indignation over-

will be here directly.

stairs,
Aunt Mararet.lay very quietly on

her pillow, but with her black eyes |

gleaming.
‘Parkins,” she said steadily, as they
eatered, “*Miss Leigh is kind enough to

you do break the door down I will shoot
! you like a dog.” :

‘ hoarse laugh, and—

“ All gammon. She hadn’t rot one
in |

| to send. Break down the door,’

door peacefully or | all ciasses of trovel
Lina sprang to her feet and seized the |

A flood of color rushed to heri

She went towards the

A moment's silence followed, then a
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