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THE LITTLE COWARD

That was what Miss Motivate had 
called her that morning when she ti jin- 
bled and turned pale because the black 
mare reared with her. She begged Sir 
Robert to take her oil’, and stood in 
ignominious safety while Agatha ?îeri- 
vale mounted Stella and rode off trium­
phant down the avenue.

She was a coward. She did not deny 
it, and was sometimes very much asham­
ed of it. But no one seemed to mind it, 
until Agatha Merirale came with lier 
bold, dark eyes and her dashing ys 
her ridinp. her hunting ; and every 
body admirred Agatha so much, even Sir 
Robert !

She almost hated Agatha ! Yo.i see, 
until xig°tha came they had been so 
happy at DeRosset ' Little orphan 
Madelaine Leigh had never been so 
happy in lier life as here at the hall with 
sweet Lady DeRosset, who was her 
guardian, and her son, Sir Robert. They 
were so kind and good to her. They 
petted her and loved her s and now 
Agatha had come, ami for two weeks 
had monopolized Sir ltodert and kept 
the house in a turmoil of ge-e' * an 
laughed at Lir.a, and made her life 
wretched.

Lina’s maid told that everybody said 
Sir Robert was to marry Miss M -îvale. 
Lina made a stern resolve that sir would 
run away from the haP when thr* ^.en 
took place. Jtun away ! She would 
run away now ! Not far though —»ue was 
too much < t a coward to venture rar int 
the world alone ; but rhe "uld go away 
across the fields to ‘‘Aunt Margaret’s 
ns she called I ady Del «sett’s widowed 
sister-in law, w in. lived i.i a ipiiel, com­
fortable * house a mil-1 away from the 
hall.

Mrs. Harrington was an iuv;'1’ 1 par­
alyzed an 1 confined tn her bed. She 
was rather a grim edd lady, an 1 most 
were inclined to shun her ; Lut sweet, 
bright little Lina had won her wv into 
the olu lady’s heart, ai. 1 was always wel­
come at the lodge.

Yes, she would run a way t.> Aunt 
Margaret’s, and perhaps when she was 
missed,Sir Robert might feel a moment's 
uneasiness about her. Seizing her h it 
and a light shawl, she Row acr the 
park, calling Leo. Sir Robert s pietty 
collie, to go with lier. Linadhl i.ot like 
to cross the fields alone being p >ss \s.<< d 
of a great terror <»p bulls : but w 
she would not mind it muc’i.

Leo W’S calmly taking a naj 
front portico, but he started 
raced "fter her with n joyous bar’ 
at the little ;;ate 1 hat ’ed from t 
into the fields, Lina was greath 
cerfed by an unexpected encounter with 
Sir Robert and M*ss Mc-rivale, who came 
laughing and ta1 king along the path, 
both 1 Miking bright and hands*».no in 
the golden rays of tho setting su.

She brushed past them with ... lusty 
“Good evening, ' but Sir Robert turned 
back to speak to her.

“Where are you going, Lina ?” he 
ask eu. <.

“To Aunt M rgai'dt s, sin; an swered, 
not look:..g ..i him.

“Alone. Lina ? Are you n A 
If you will wait a little while I 
with you.” Sir R ibert him. 
down at the girl's 11 nh 1 i die 
averted eyes. . ,

“No, tn toKsV Li” » answer, d,hastily. 
“I will n >t tr.' iole y ni LA> will take 
rare of m3. An 1 you would be bite for 
dinner if you went with me.”

“May I come for you. then, nfie • din­
ner ?” Sir Robert asked.

“Thanks, I a n not going luck, I shall 
stay ail night,” was the burned answer, 
nhd Lina turned to go.

But Sir Robert det line! her 
moment.

“Lina,” he said, in a low tone, 
makes you avoid me so lately ? 
have I dône to offend y eu 1 ’

Lina raised her bluee> es ha»tily to his

Li d,

mind running down into the pantry ar.d 
bringing me a sp<*on ? I would ring for 
Parkins, but aho told me she wanted to 
get up som ) im s’in this evening, and 
would come up as soon as she had finish­
ed.

Lina did not altogether like to pass 
down the long stair* and silent entries 
leading to tho pantry, but she went and 
Leo trotted after her. As she stood in 
the pantry, looking around for spoons 
with no light but a faint g'oam from the 
hall lamp a sound of low voices caught 
her ear.

The pmtry was on the ground floor, 
its iron-barred shuttered windofv look 
i-.’g into the garden. The sound was 
©atsidc the window, and L'ni pause 1 to 
listen. The first word that caug'v her 
ear startled her.

“A thousands pounds and all the « Id 
woman’s jewelry and plate !” said a 
man’s voice in a husky undertone.

“Yes,” was the reply in a woman s 
voice—the voice, Lina knew,of Parkins 
Mrs. Harrington's model, soft-voiced 
lady-like nurse—“.md there won’t be 
any troubla about it, because I have let 
the women go away to stay all night, and 
sent the gardener on a fool’s errand 
to Misses Brother’s, twenty miles 
off.”

“But this girl that came to-night 
what about lier?” asked the man.

“Oh, she wi 1 go to l.e num presently 
and stay there if she is wise. She’d be 
no Lindcrance anyway—a silly timit 
little tinny.”

“But it's as well to let her go ouof 
the wav,” said Parkins, coolly.

“I tell you it's not safe before 11 
o cl jck,” Parkins said, positively “Peo­
ple'may come in. Sir Robert don't like 
her but uf his sight for long, and that 
idiotic young Marsdcn may come moon 
ing in. Wait till half past eleven, and 
the west door hero will be open. And, 
Jim, look here, xvh ,-;i you get this swag, 
you are to take me with you—your wife, 
mind.”

The voices grew fainter. Evidently 
the spetkers were moving away from ue 
house. But Lin i had heard enough. 
Sick with terror, she leaned a g un A tue 
pintr il me a moment, ail trie l :o 
thii*’-;. What did it all mean l H -bb.-i-y. 

mur-L-r ! And no help near. Her ti»s 
instinct was to fly out of the house and 
icr* * - h the fields Ur "the Hall. Bit he' 

would bo instantly discovered, 
w, aul then poor Aunt Margaret 
!)„• alone with those wretch s 
must n«*t go ; but to stand here 

id:y would be no good. She flew like a 
Vi d al *ng the ha li and up stiirs, Leo 
pacing bv her aid© At Aunt^Margant's 
dour si e paused, and a sudden til -light 
came to her. She would send Le<» h -n o 
for help.

“Where is the spoon, child ! H *w long 
you stayed. Good heavens ! what is the 
matter !” cried the old lady as she saw 
the girl’s white terrified face. Lina be 
gan some evasive answer, but instantly 
remembered that Aunt Margaret must 
be told the whole story oi nothing could 
be done to save her. She did tell it, and 
Aunt Margaret listened in silent conster­
nation, and then burst ont with : — 

“Good heavens,child ! Why don't you 
run right home ?”

Because I knew Parkins would 1>_- up

poor «oui, can .go and get a good night’s 
rest in another room.”

Parkins was silent for one instant,and 
then began a series of smooth, polite 
expostulations, which no one would heed, 
and finally the civil nurse prepared the 
couch for Lina and took herself off ob­
serving sweetly :

If Miss Leigh will leave the door 
ajar, I can hear a call from this room, 
and will come instantly.”

“Thanks, Parkins, but I hope I shall 
not have to call you,” said Lina, speak­
ing as sweet as Parkins herself.

Then she glide 1 to the door, and as it 
closed she turned with a face of dismay 
and whispered :

“ The key is gone ! She took it when 
she was fidgeting in and out with the 
sheets and pillows.”

“ There is a bolt besides,” Aunt Mar­
garet answered.

Lina gave a sigh of relief ns she slip 
ped the bolt into the groove, and felt 
that she had some little protection 
against the enemy.

“ Now, child,” Aunt Maragaret said 
can you use a pistol ?”

“ I never touched one in my life,” said 
the little coward ; “ but if I had one now 
I would try.”

“ Very well. Take my safe-key—it is 
under my pillow—and unlock the safe. 
They are just as my husband left them a 
year ago ; but Robert 1 ooked at them 
few days ago, and said they were all 
right. That is right. Put one of them 
o:i the foot of the bed, and if those 
wretches come, try, my dear, to use it. 
Now, put the other here by my left 
hand. Thank God ! I can use that a lit­
tle. Now, what are you doihgj Oil, 
pile up all you can againstXne door. 
There, you can’t move anything else. 
Now, come here, little girl, kneel down 
by me, and let’s say our prayers togetli 
er. ”

With the old lady’s thin, pallid 1 and 
clasped tightly in her two cold,trembling 
little ones, Lina knelt d*.wn there, and 
burying her face in the pillow, Tied to
p. .v

id*

N

fur a

“what
What

for one moment and .hen dropped them 
again.

“I have not avoided y<>. she si id, 
coldly. “You have been cry much oc­
cupied with—other people. Tliere, I will 
not detain you.

She wavedherlittle hand haughtily,and 
walked away from him. He watched the 
pre'ty, white robed figu.o fur a moment, 
and tken Leo came and fawned on 
him. • '

“Leo, Leo !” called T»«na> voice.
“Go, L»o,” said Vis master, and the 

obe lient dog Lot* .1 off down the path 
after Jt-h© girl.

It was rather dreary the Lodge th: t 
evening. Mrs. Harrington was out of 
humor because her agent had failed to 
call that da; to receive a thousand 
pounds that she wished him to deposit 
for her. And Parkins, her ourse and 
housemaid, let the maid servants all go 
off to a fair in tho visage, “ - livre they 
will certainty get into mischief,” Mrs. 
Harrington said.

“But when Lina had talked to her 
and made her laugh a little, she forgot | 
her grievances, and chatted away very 
pleasantly, At ten o’clock she declared

here in a few minutes and find I was 
gone, and then — "

4 Ah, well. So you stayed to save the
Id woman if you could. What are y*»u 

doing, child ? Why don’t you luck ti e 
door and pile things against it ? 0 » id 
God ! if I was able to rise out of this 
bed !”

But Lina did not speak for a moment. 
Shahid found a pencil and paper and 
was writing a few [brief words. When 
she had finished—J

“No,” she said,/‘When Parkins comes 
tell her I am to^«oep on her couch here 
in your room,4nd she must go suine- 
where else. I’ll be back in a moment. 
Leo.”—

Out of the room she darted, and down 
to the hall door, which she unl>arred 
and passed through. Then kneel in/ in 
the shadow of a pillar on the portico,she 
tied the note tightly in her handkerchief 
around Leo’s neck.

She put her arms around his neck 
after that, kissed his forehead, and half 
a sob escaped her.

“Is that you, Miss ?” said a smojth 
voice from the hall. “Why, whatever 
are you doing in the dark there ?”

Lina sprang up as if she had been
shut.

“I am sending tho dog home ?” she 
said, speak ins' quietly, though the throbs 
of her heart shook her whole fra ire 
“He is restless here without his master. 
Go home, Leo—straight home, sir. ”

The dog, with one farewell lick of her 
hand, bounded down the steps and van­
ished in the dewy darkness of the sum­
mer night.

“Oh, God ! let him go safely and 
swiftly!” prayed tho young girl in her
heart.

I Then she went in and helped Parkins 
I bar the door, and they went together up- 
! stairs.

Aunt Margaret.lay very quietly on 
1 her pillow, but with her black eyes

she had lftUghel tiH she was tired, and i gleaming.
Lina must give her her drops and let her “Parkins," she said steadily, as they 

to sleep. entered, “Alias Leigh is kind enough to
There the « oou e gone v> here can offer to stay with me here to-night. S he 

l-arkins l ave put it Î :Child, would you will sleep on your couch, and y. u, my

Her petition was not a very coherent 
me : it was only a wild, passionate cry 
for pay to 1 help, and meantime she was 
listening with every nerve s'rlined, for 
sounds froiti the outside. A lamp mint­
ed in the room. On the mantlepivce a 
softly t c : ns elite'; n arked the slow 
minutes N > other sound broke the 
stillness.

Presently a a sob shook the girl's i'g- 
ure. She was thinking oi Sir Robert 
and hr? tender care over her. Oh, if she 
had only not been so waywaciand proud 
this evening, all would" have been safe.

lint surely, surely, he would cone 
yet.

He could not fail to find the note, and 
she knew lie would come to save her. 
But yet horrible doubts come to tier as 
to whether the note would reach him. 
It might be lost or Leo might wander 
about and not get home until it was Uo 
1 ite.

Too late ! Lina shuddered and sobbed 
agiin as she thought what that might 
mean. Oh, it was hard to think of dyi 
ing s i helplessly, so horribly, with help 
so near.

The long minutes crept on, and no 
sound came until 11 o'clock had passed. 
The little clock softly chimed the half 
hour. Then, in a few moments, came a 
sound of stealing footsteps in the pas­
sage, and the knob of the door was soft­
ly turuedi

Breathless silence in the room. Then 
a gentle tap at the door. Lina clasped 
Aunt 'Margaret's hand convulsively, and 
the old lady spoke :

“ What is that !" she asked steadily.
“ It is me, Parkins, ma'am. Woull 

you ask Miss Leigh if she will be kind 
enough to open the door ? I have the 
toothache and want some laudanum."

“ What a devil she is I" whispered 
Aunt Margaret. Then aloud : “Go 
down stairs and get something, Parkins.
I cannot trouble Miss Leigh."

Lina hoped that Parkins would urge 
the point a little. Anything to prolong 
the parley and gain time.

But a whisper in the passage fullowe 1, 
and then a man's voice :

Ladies, there’s no use making a row.
J ust open the door peacefully, and you 
shan't be hurt. We ll break it down if 

iu don't."
“ What do you want?" Lina asked, 

hoping to gain a little time. And now a 
gruff voice answered insolently.

“ You know welt enough what we 
wants, miss. We wants the thousand 
pounds and the diamonds, and we 
mean to have them. So don’t be a fool, 
but just open tlie door peacefully or 
you'll,be sorry,"

Lina sprang to her foot and seized the j 
pistol. A flood of color rushed to her 
check and brow. She had been insult­
ed and threatened, and indignation over­
powered terror. She went towards the 
dour and called out quickly and clearly :

“ You’re not coming in. I have sent 
for help, and Sir Robert and his men 
will be here directly. I amartned, and if 
you do break the door down I will shoot 
you like a dog.”

A moment’s silence followed, then a 
hoarse laugh, and—

41 All gammon. She hadn’t not one 
to send. Break down the door," in ; 
Parkins' voice : and heavy blows began j 
t.. fall upon the door. It trembled and ;

cracked beneath the batter. A panel 
broke, and a man's hand was thrust in ; 
tho whole door seemed about to fall 
when—bang ! bang ! came two reports 
from Lina’s pistol, and a couple of bul­
lets crushed through the panels, and the 
besiegers paused abruptly.

Go away instantly,” called the gill’» 
voice, “or I shall fite again.”

One more rush, ^mato, and we are 
in," yelled the gruff voice outside.

What Mluwed was wild tumult and 
confusion ; the crash of breaking panels 
and bolts, the fall of the door and the 
furniture Lina had piled against it, shot 
after shot from Lina’s pistol, a yoll of 
pain and rage from both of them. The 
door was down. One of the men was in 
the room. Lint had fired her last shut, 
and, running to the bed, snatched Aunt 
Margaret’s pistol and turned to face the 
ene ny. Suddenly came a wild shriek 
from Parkins ; then a voice calling, 
“ Lina ' Lina ! I am coming," and Sir 
Robert de Rossett hurled himself bodily 
upon the ruffian outside the door, pros­
trated him and sprang into the room over 
the body. And this is what he saw :— 
Madeline Leigh, the “ little coward,’ 
with blazing eyes and sfcarlet cheeks, ahd 
a pistol in her hand, standing unflinch­
ingly between Aunt Margaret and a bur­
ly ruffian, and Aunt Margaret herself, 
who had not turned for a year in bed, 
standing on her feet on the floor. Two 
seconds changed the aspect of affaiis. 
After that the burglar sprawled sense 
1 jss on the floor. Aunt Margaret sank 
back m her bed with a wild “Thank 
Go 1 !” and the little heroine of the scene 
lay in Sir Robert's arms in a dead fain4.

“ Oh, Robert, why didn't you come 
sooner?" she murmured, half an hour 
afterward, when she opened her eyis 
and met his.

“ Don't you know I came as soon as I 
found your note ?" lie said.” Leo wmt 
to my room, and I found him there 
when I left the drawing room, after 11 
o’clock.”

“Where are those dreadful men?’ 
Li in asked, raising'her head dizzily and 
looking around with a shudder.

- Never mind them, dear. They were 
taken by the men who followed me My 
brave little darling ! What a liefoiue 
you arc !"

Two months later, when l’arkio; and 
the men were brought to trial, A tint 
Margaret walked into the witness box 
and gave her testimony with gri-i direct 
ness and self-possession. Lina gave 
her'» with much trembling and some 
tears ; but she looked intensely lovely, 
and no one wondered that Sir Robert 
was going to marry her.

The crowd around the "door gave her 
three cheers as she left the court-room, 
walking between Sir Robert and his 
mother, and three more for Sir Robert, 
and then three more for Leo, w ho fol­
lowed them.

And Aunt Margaret's wedding pres­
ent to Lina was the thousand pounds and 
the diamonds that had been saved by 
the courage of “ the little coward. ”

BOOTS AND SHOES
At the Oldest Established Shoe Store in Town,

In Endless Variety,
to suit the most fastidious and th most economic buyer

MY SPRING STOCK
Is now complete, and I take pleasure in informing my customers that at no pre 

vious time have I had such a

Large & Varied Stock
As at present. I have raised the Standard of Quality and Lowered the Price unti 

it is a positive fact that no such value in foot wear can be got elsewhere.

CUSTOM WORK
of every grade still receives my prompt and careful attention, and will be made it) 

in the most approved styles by first-class workmen, end 
of the very best material obtainable.

IE „ ID O W~ UST I 3ST Gr
Extensive Premises and Splendid New Stock.

-Lilith fenil» foci Ion. ^
Poison's Nerviline, the new and cor 

tain pain cure, is used with satisfaction 
in every instance. There is abundant 
reason for this, for it performs all that 
is claimed for it. Nerviline is a never- 
failing cure for cramps, pains in the side 
or back, lumbago, sore throat ,chillblains, 
toothache. Nerviline is in fact a sure 
remedy for all pains, both interna' and 
external. Try a 10 cent sample Lott e 
at Wilson’s. Large bottles only*25 cts., 
by all Vrjggists.

CABINE!’ - MAKER AND UNDERTAKER
_ Hamilton Street, Gcceiicb.

A good assortm< i.l u! tchen. Bed-room, Dining Room and?Parlor _ Furniture. mb a* Ta 
bles. Chairs (hair, i .-u,- .1 , i wood seated). Cupboards, B<d-atvitds, Mallru st >. ' ttt-1.-stands 
Lounges. Sofas. U I,a -, Looking Glasses.

N. B.'—A complet;- assortment of Coffins and Shronds always on hand alf-o lirais ► Lire 
at reasonable rate .

Picture Framing a specialty. A cull sc.lie ted 1751

SA. MAM
WHO I, UNACQUAINTED WITH THE GEOGRAPHY OF THIS COUNTRY, WIL 

EES BY EXAMINING THIS MAP, THAT THE

PRINCIPAL'*'LINE
The SHORTEST, QUICKEST and 

And line to 8t. Joseph,
Points In Iowa^^^^g^AtcUlson, Topeka, Denl- 
-■Nebraska, Missouri, RanNsOfc^gon, Dallas, Gal 
sas, Nvw Mexico, Arizona, veston,
tana and, Texas.

I C Gr O
[toute ha» no superior for Albert

Mhmvnpolls and St. PauL 
l ntvvrsn Nationally reputed a»
y conceded to the G real

in- the best equipped
Railroad 111 site World for u2
all clasers of travel.

KANSAS CITY
conm-etiona made

Through 
Tickets v la 
Celebrated Line 
sale at n ".’. offices in 
the V. S.

Try ft,
and you Will 

find traveling 
luxury, instead

comfort»
Information

! » POTTER PERCEVAL LOWELL,
Vi ricv Dts li' Gen. Aot.,

tiiieiizu.Jii. cbicasro, IUi

J. Simpson,
Canadian Pass. Agt,

Torono, Out
Geo. B. Johnston,

Ticket Agent, Goderch

Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific R’y,
Being the Great Central Line, affords to travelers, by reason of its unrivaled geo­
graphical position, the shortest and best rout $ bstvoen the East, Northeast a ne 
Southeast, and the West, Northwest and Southwest.

It Is literally and strictly true, that its connections are all of the principal lines 
of road between the Atlantic and ths Pacific.

By Its main line and branches It reaches Chicago, Joliet, Peoria, Ottawa, 
t-a Sallo, Geneeeo, Moline and Rock Island, in Illinois; Davenport, Muscatine, 

* Washington, Keokuk, Knoxville, Oekalooea, FaiifleU, Des Moines, West Liberty, 
Iowa City, Atlantic, Avoca, Audubon, Harlan, Outhris Center and Council Bluffs, 
In Iowa ; Gallatin, Trenton, Cameron and Kansas City, in Missouri, and Leaven­
worth and Atchison in Kansas, and the hundreds of cities, villages and towns 
intermediate. The

“GREAT ROCK ISLAND ROUTE,”
A. It I» familiarly called, offer» to travelers all the advantage, and comfort. 
Incident to a smooth track, safe bridges. Union Depots at all connecting points. 
Fast Express Trains, composed of COMMODIOUS V/SLL VENTILATED, WELL 
HEATED, FINELY UPHOLSTERED and ELEGANT DAY COACHES ; a lino of the. 
MOST MAGNIFICENT HORTON RECLINING CHAIR CARS ever built | PULLMAN'S 
latest designed and handsomest PALACE SLEEPING CARS, and CININC CARS 
that are acknowledge! by press and people to be the FINEST RUN UPON ANY 
ROAD IN THE COUNTRY, and In which superior meals ate served to travelers at 
the low rate of SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS EACH.

THREE TRAINS eaoh way between CHICAGO and the MISSOURI RIVER. 
TWO TRAINS each way between CHICAGO and MINNEAPOLIS and ST. PAUL, 

via the famous

ALBERT LEA ROUTE.
A New and Direct Line, via Seneca and Kankakee, has recently been opened, 

between Newport News, Richmond, Cincinnati, Indianapolis and La Fayette! 
and Council Bluffs, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Intermediate points.

All Through Passengers carried on Fast Express Trains.
For more détailed Information, see Maps and Folders, which may be obtained, at 

well as Tickets, at all principal Ticket Offices in the United States and Canada, or oi

R. R. CABLE, E. ST. JOHN,
Vloe-Pres’t * Oen’l Manager, Cen'l T-k’t a Pa»»'r Ag’t

CHICAGO.
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(CARTERS
JlTTLE

IYER
FILLS.

CURE
Bick IlrAdnchs and relieve all the troubles inci­
dent to a bilious state of the system,such ai L)iz- 
ainess, Nausea, Drowainces, Distress after eating 
Pam in the Side, &c. While their most rimr.rK'* 
able success has been shown in curing

. sickP.:?.d?îhW.Clrl,tT'*!-iulc LIvtTrill.sr,-cqnalty 
valuable in Constipation, curing and prevrnlin ■* 
lnt!‘n,‘?ymg S°TP1«int. while they ai«o rorr- 
a d aordera of the stomach, stimulate the liver 
and regulate the bowels. Even if tin y only cur.d

HEAD
Ache they would be almost priceless In those v ho 
suffer from this distressing complaint ; hut fort : 
nately their goodness does not cud here, and tho- ■ 
who once try them w ill «ml these little pills \ als- 
eble In so many ways that they will not be willing 
«0 do without them. But after all si.I; head

. ACHE
la the bane of so many lire, that here la where we 
make our great boast. Our pills cure it while 
Others do not. - ,

Carter’s Little Liver Pills are very small and
The»eîî,r * ? ta,Y' 0n? two P'U» make a dose 
They ere strictly vegetable anil do not gripe or
R«!h2,Ut biV.h,C‘,r gc”tle aclion Please alfwho 
use them. In vials at 25 cents: five for $1 Sold 
by druggists everywhere, or sent by mail

CARTER MEDICINE CO., 
New York City.


