
THE STAR.
Christ.. To him let our bodies be dedi­
cated, ihat they may be fit dwellings for 
the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. To him 
may our labors be dedicated, that their 

n fruit may tend to the glory of His great 
name, and to the advancement of His 

/• Kingdom.
ti Then the Congregation were requested

to kneel while Mr. Currie, read the dedi­
catory Prayer, after which the Choir sang 
a Hymn. The Benediction was pronounc 
ed and the congregation dispersed either 
to their respective homes or to enjoy the 
unlimited hospitality of the good people 
of Marysville.

In the afternoon liev. Mr. McKeown, 
and in the evening the Rev. Mr. Gaetz 
preached to crowded congregations. The 
germons in each instance were replete 
with eloquence and fervor, and were alto­
gether appropriate to the occasion.

Remarkable History of a Horse.—A 
singular story <?f a horse, which passed 
safely through the war and Commune, was 
related in a suit just decided before the 
Civil Tribunal of the Seine. The mare was 
first called Blutte, and belonged to a deal­
er named Parcelier ; she was of noble 
race, and had gained prizes at agricultural 
shows. When Paris was invested, and 
meat became scarce, she was requisition­
ed, and was destined for the slaughter­
house. Fortunately, M. de Dyanne, an 
officer of the National Guard, remarked 
her, and saved her from that ignoble fate 
by taking her as a charger. She was then 
renamed Patrie, and carried her master in 
his service. During the confusion that 
reigned at that moment of the ai mistice 
she was stolen by her groom, but was re­
covered by her owner. The Commune 
next arrived, and the requisitions and acts 
of violence recommenced; the master of 
Patrie was sought after as a hostage, and 
was obliged to quit Pans in haste, leaving 
her concealed in a room on the ground 
floor of a house, with her feet tied up in 
cloths, so that the noise she made should 
not betray her hiding-place. M. de 
Dyanne had not, however, forgotten his 
faithful animal ; his wife came into Paris, 
and by means of a passport for a horse, 
obtained tlirough the Turkish Embassy, 
Patrie was saved for the third time. A 
year later, M. Parcelier, her first owner 
came forward and claimed her as his pro­
perty. The other refused to give her up, 
showing that he had purchased her for 
1150f. when she was condemned in De­
cember, 1870, although the execution of 
the contract had been postponed to the 
end of the war, and was made conditional 
on the mare surviving ; he besides proved 
to the Court that but for him Patrie wodld 
long ago have ceased to exist, as he had 
saved her from the slaughtermen, thieves, 
and the Commune. The Court now de­
cided that she should remain the proper­
ty of her benefactor on his paying the 
1150f. to M. Parcelier.

House of Assembly.
OFFICIAL REPORTS.

Tuesday, Feb. 6.
Mr.^Tessier, in rising to move that a 

Select committee be appointed for the 
purpose of preparing a draft of an address 
in reply to the gracious Speech with 
which His Excellency had been plaased to 
open the present Session, would observe 
that it must be to other hon. members, 
as it was to him, a source of much grati­
fication, that the condition of His Excel 
lencv’s health was so satisfactory as to 
admit of nis presence here to-day. His 
Excellency, in the opening part of his 
speech, had expressed his regret that, the 
prosecution of the fisheries of 1872 had 
not been attended with results equally 
favorable with those of 1871. Now, how 
ever, such might have been the case with 
regard to some portions of our coast ; 
he was not of opinion that the results of 
the fishery generally would justify such 
an impression, as he was aware that, in 
some places, those engaged therein had 
been fairly remunerated for their exer- 
ions ; the fishery being of such a character 
as to meet the expenditure necessarily in­
curred in its prosecution, and leaving a 
fair margin of profit But where failure 
had occurred, he did not apprehend any 
serious results, as the fishermen in those 
localities had been afforded a sufficiency 
of employment upon roads and other 
public works. It should be a source of 
gratification to know that the condition 
of the public revenue of the past year was 
satisfactory, and so far in excess of that of 
1871. This, he (Mr. T.) considered as an 
unmistakable proof of the general pros., 
parity of the country. In fact he consid­
ered the satisfactory results attendant 
upon the collection of the revenue during 
the past three years as a matter for much 
public congratulation. The partial failure 
of the seal fishery during the past year 
was certainly a subject. of much regret. 
The expenditure incurred in its prosecu 
tion was considerable, and it required a 
large amount of success to render it profit­
able, and it was to be hoped that the re­
sults of the coming voyage would be of a 
character sufficient to meet the deficiency 
of the past. He (Mr. T.) considered the 
seal fishery of this Colony as of the utmost 
importance to its welfare, one third of the 
population beii^g engaged during a por­
tion of the yean in that pursuit. With 
reference to tht mail contract with the 
Quebec and Gulf Ports Company, it was 
to be regretted that the company had 
failed to fulfil its terms, and that in conse­
quence the Government did not feel 
themselves justified in continuing it. This 
was more particularly to be regretted, 
from the fact that the trade between this 
Colony and the neighboring Provinces 
would be very much increased by means 
of the Company's steamers, had theirper- 
formance of the terms of the contract 
been of such a character as to justify its 
continuance. The satisfactory conclusion 
of the contract with the Owners of the 
Allan line, for fortnightly steam commu 
nication during nine months of the year, 
between this Port, Great Britain, and. Nova

Scotia, and nonihly between this Port 
and Halifax during the winter season, 
must be a sqirce of great gratification, not 
alone to thi Commercial portion of the 
community,out also to the public generally 
In fact he (Ir.T.) considered this contract 
as refiectinggreat credit upon the present 
Government With reference to costal 
steam, he understood that it was contem­
plated by tie Government to render the 
service on tie Southern coast more effici­
ent during tie coming season, and he 
hoped that hey would be in such a posi­
tion as to eve increased facilities to the 
trade on thet coast, which was increasing, 
and which iicrease he consider ed was to 
be attribute! in a great measure to the 
Steam Conmunicrtion now established. 
The trade between this Colony and the 
United.States, was also one of great im 
portance, and he trusted that when the 
documents ia connection with tue 'treaty 
of Washington came before the Ilou-e, 
they would aeet with that due considéra 
tion which their importance demanded, 
and that in legislating the eon, due re 
gat’d would te had to the interests of this 
Colony so as to secure the admission of 
our export into the United States upon 
terms as favorable as those of that 
country into i Newfoundland. It 
was satisfactory to learn that the cor 
respondence relating to" our French 
Shore rights had been favourably received 
by the Imperial Government. When 
the estimate» would be laid before the 
house, lie (Mr. T.) had no doubt that hon. 
members would readily concur in voting 
the necessary supplies. With reference 
to the opening: up of main lines of roads, 
he woula obstrve that he considered such 
as calculatedto give a great impetus to 
agricultu, e, and he (Mr. T.) trusted that 
in proposing the grants for this service 
for 1873, the [Government would evince a 
liberality equal to that of the past year. 
He was glad lo hear that the proclama­
tion issued during the past season by His 
Excellency tie Governor, prohibiting the 
cutting of wnod on our Western Coast, 
had the desired effect of preventing the 
further depredations by people from the 
neighbouring provinces as the timber on 
that part of our coast, was large and ex­
tremely valua le to our own people. Hez 
(Mr. T.) was flad to hear that the num­
ber of licence» to search for minerals, is­
sued during 1672, was much in excess of 
any previous jear. This he (Mr. T.) con­
sidered was, ir a great measure, due to 
the wise and udicious measure for the 
abolition of Royalties passed during last 
Session. It would doubtless be a subject 
of much gratitcation, more particularly 
to those interevted in the trade of this 
Colony, to lean that the Fog Whistle to 
be erected at Gç>e Race, had arrived ; and 
he hoped that it might soon be placed in 
such a position as to be of the greatest ad­
vantage to our shipping. The Govern­
ment had, during the past year, been en­
gaged in the erecion of several important 
Light Houses, and other valuable public 
works : and he hoped that during the 
coming season they would be enabled, 
satisfactorily, to complete such as were 
unfinished. With reference to the ex­
penditure of the special grants for public 
improvements in the several districts, he 
had no doubt that the statement in the 
Speech of His Excelleucy would be grati­
fying to hon. members. And he (Mr. T.) 
further could say, that so far as he had 
knowledge of the expenditure of the mo 
ney, very important improvements had 
been effected, and he still further hoped 
that the Government would be prepared 
to appropriate a similar amount for the 
same purpose during the present session. 
The terms in which His Excellency had 
been pleased to refer to the orderly con­
duct of the people of this colony during 
the past year, were indeed highly com­
mendatory, and went far to show the re­
spect for law and authority which general­
ly prevailed throughout the colony, and 
to prove its inhabitants to be a peaceable, 
orderly people, which statement of His 
Excellency was still further supported by 
the police reports, as published in the col­
umns of the local press. The despatches 
from the Secretary of State, he (Mr. T.) 
had no doubt would receive that serious 
consideration which the importance of 
the matters referred to in those several 
documents demanded. In concluding his 
observations, he would remark that it was 
a matter of much congratulation that we 
had been so particularly fortune as to 
have collected such a large amount of 
revenue during the past three years. 
Those large revenues had been the means 
of effecting a large amount of public im 
provements, and it was to be hoped that 
in the future, large revenues would be as 
well expended. The people of New­
foundland had still further the pleasure to 
know, that only for the efforts of the 
party now in power they would not have 
the gratification of devoting their own 
revenues to their own local improvements. 
He had much pleasure in moving that a 
Committee be appointed to prepare the 
draft of an address in reply to the gracious 
speech with which his Excellency the 
Governor had been pleased to open the 
present session of the Legislature.

Mr. Fenelon.—It was with much plea­
sure he rose to second the motion of his 
hon. friend and colleague, the hon. mem­
ber for St. John’s West, for the appoint­
ment of a select committee to prepare 4n 
Address in reply to the glacious Speech 
with which His Facelleqcy had been 
pleased to open the preseqt Session. He 
(Mr. F.) .was indeed happ# to be able to 
reciprocate the expressions of his hon. 
friend, as to the favorable condition of IIis 
Excellency's health. He was happy to 
see him looking so remarkably well ; 
in fact the health of Bis Excellency was 
a matter of great importance, and of deep 
interest to the community generally, as 
there never had been a Governor who 
had given greater public satisfaction in 
the administration of the Government of 
this Colony. He (Mr. F.) was much grati­
fied to hear from his hon. friend that the 
failure of the fisheries was not so general 
as had been apprehended ; but was of a 
more partial character, and not likely to

be attended with such serious results as 
would have been the case under more un­
favourable circumstances. He was glad 
to find that the* industrial spirit of the 
people had been evoked, and it was satis­
factory to learn that much employment 
had been afforded to the people, and that 
destitution, consequently, had been 
warded off. The revenue had certainly 
been large, but much of it had been de­
voted to the opening up and construction 
of roads, and other public improvements 
of importance ; and he (Mr. F.) was of 
opinion that so long as such was the case, 
the people would not find fault with a 
Government that imposed taxation for 
such useful purposes ; more particularly 
when the money was expended in the 
country, and under the public eye. With 
reference to the performance of the late 
contract by the Gulf Forts Company, he 
(Mr. F.) could speak from his own expe­
rience, as a passenger, of the discomfort 
he had experienced. Whether such was 
the result ol intentional disrespect, or 
otherwise, the slight and neglect towards 
passengers, simply amounted to discourt­
esy. Whether this state of affairs was at­
tributable to the Agent or to other parties, 
he (Mr. F.) could not say ; but the per­
formance of the contract was of so very 
dissatisfactory a character, as to be gener­
ally complained of. He had no doubt 
that the service was calculated, (as had 
been observed by Ins friend, Mr. Tessier,) 
to increase the trade with Prince Edward’s 
Island, Canada, and the Maritime Prov­
inces ; but he (Mr. F.) thought that the 
interests of that trade would not suffer hy 
the abrogation of the contract, as our lo­
cal steamers were well ca lculated to sup 
ply the ceficiency. In any observations 
which he lad made, he had not been ac­
tuated by any feeling against' the Com­
pany ; but had simply referred to facts 
connected with his own experience. With 
reference to the new contract with the 
Montreal Ocean Steamship Company, the 
Government ought to be as stringent as 
possible, ii negociating and stipulating 
the necessary arrangements. The steam­
ers of the Allan Line were, however, of 
first class character, and the favorable 
opinion er.tertained of that line, and its 
proprietor», by the public should be much 
calculated to inspire universal confidence. 
The assui aice of arrangements for a new 
steamer foj the coastal service South and 
West, will shew our people the interest 
taken by the Government in matters af­
fecting then welfare.

The absei.ee of any mention of the 
Northern service was, no doubt, "due to 
the fact of tie present arrangements be­
ing in all reipects satistactory, and that 
the existing contract was to be for five 
years. The reduction in the rates of for­
eign postage is a matter of congratulation, 
and will prove satisfactory alike to the 
mercantile and humbler to classes. Rapid 
and cheap ctmmumcation was now re­
garded as a necessity in every community, 
the want of it ii a drawback and an indica 
tion of being behind tho^piiue of thv »gc. 
He (Mr. F ) trusted that the revenue 
would not suffti1 by the reduction. With 
regard to the Washington Treaty, he, (Mr. 
F.) was not sufficiently conversant with 
the commerce of the Colony to venture 
opinion. He bad however, observed that 
a good deal of the opposition which at 
one time was Manifested towards it, in 
some portions of the Dominion, had re­
cently given way, and its provisions were 
now being regarded with much greater 
favour. He (Mr. F.) considered that its 
advantages to Newfoundland would be 
greater than to the other Provinces, inas­
much as the privileges accorded to the 
American fishemien would probably be 
availed of only in the waters of the Pro\ 
vinces nearer t« their own country, and 
not to the same extent in Newfoundland 
waters. He (>jr. F.) had no doubt that 
when the subjet would come before the 
House, hon. members conversant with 
the trade of the colony, would bestow up­
on it the full measure of the irsuperior 
knowledge a ni careful consideration. 
The admission of our seal oil into the 
American market duty free, appeared to 
be the questionof the greatest difficulty, 
and no doubt ifit could not be arrange- 
ed satisfactorily or this Colony, the Gov­
ernment and Legislature would not be in 
any way bound ;o accept the Treaty. He 
(Mr. F.) was glal to learn from His Excel­
lency that the important French Shore 
question was rreeiving the attention of 
the Imperial Gdrernment. This was, at 
least, somethin! to begin with, and was 
a proof that ourrepresentatîohs upon the 
matter had not )een altogether slighted. 
It was, perhaps as much as a Colonial 
Government, siuated like ours, could at 
present expec; While we are in the 
subordinate ani dependent position of 
Colonists it is iievitable that our inter­
ests must be subiervient to those of the Im­
perial Government. As regarded the vot­
ing of the necesiary supplies for the pub­
lic service, there could be no secoud opin­
ion- It was satisfactory to know that the 
finances of the polony were in a sound 
condition, and tnere would be no difficul­
ty in making thi necessary provisions for 
public wants. r!he recent developement 
of Agriculture vwis a subject of congratu. 
lation, and it wai satisfactory to learn that 
it had been owiijg largely to the opening 
up of main lines of roads. This was a 
public work upc i which our Government 
might justly pr ie themselves, for they 
had accomplishe l far more in this direc­
tion than any pi mous Government He 
(Mr. F.) did not mean that all the credit 
of these impro^jernents was due to the 
Government alc^e, for no doubt former 
Governments possessed men who were de­
sirous of confer! ng the same benefits up­
on the Colony, lut the present Govern­
ment had been favoured with good rev­
enues, and had honestly and judiciously 
expended them in beneficial public works 
and improvements. For this policy they 
had deserved, ar)d had gained the gratij 
tude and confidence of the people to a 
degree which must be most gratifying 
both to themselves and their support­
ers.

[TO IB COOTIHUBD.]

TEMPERANCE SOIREE.
According to previous announce­

ment, a Soiree, under the auspices of 
the Harbor Grace Division nf the Sons 
Temperance, was held at the British 
Hall on Wednesday evening last. The 
interior of the building was very taste­
fully decorated with flags and ever­
greens, and at the extreme end a beau­
tiful motto was suspended bearing the 
inscription in rustic letters, “ Welcome 
friends of Temperance.” The tables, 
which occupied the greater part of the 
Hall, actually groaned under the weight 
of the good things provided by the ladies; 
and here we would remark that never 
have we seen, on such an occasion,a more 
liberal supply of everything calculated 
to appease the appetite and gratify the 
most fastidious taste.

At 7 o’ciock every available space 
was occupied, the ability of the Com­
mittee to provide seats became exhaust­
ed, the vestibule crowded, “ and still 
they came!” This circüinstance com­
pelled the Committee to adopt the only 
expedient that could be resorted to 
to prevent those already seated from 
being inconvenienced, that of closing 
the doors, and excluding numbers the 
pleasure of entrance. A blessing was 
then invoked by the I^ev. C. Ladner, 
and Tea partaken of to the entire satis­
faction of all. An hour and a half 
having been occupied in this agreeable 
exercise, John Bemister, Esq., very gra­
ciously complied with the request of 
the Deputy Grand Worthy Patriarch 
to act as chairman, and called the meet­
ing to order. In doing so, he, in his 
usual happy manner, made some very 
appropriate remarks, urging upon all 
the necessity of denouncing the evils 
of intemperance and manifesting great­
er interest in the cause of total abstin­
ence, He alluded to the fact that 
among the advocates of temperance may 
be found many of the most talented 
men of the day, and he (Mr. B.) like 
Professor Darwin,thought a (drunken) 
man strongly resembled an ape.

Mr. Thos. Rogers then read a very 
humorous story, entitled, “ Thaddy De­
laney on the Census,” to the infinite 
amusement of all present.

The llev. Mr. Ladner followed in an 
eloquent and convincing address, forci­
bly illustrating the bestial degradation 
iti to which nw“ bring. themselves V 
coming under the dominion of the de­
testable habit of intemperance, and ad­
duced some important statistics showing 
the amount of money expended annually 
by the people of the British Islands 
for alcoholic stimulants, and affection­
ately appealed to his hearers to entirely 
discountenance the use of ardent spirits.

He was followed by Mr. T. J. Keith, 
who made a few very seasonable obser­
vations. He strongly deprecated the 
evil practice of “ grog-drinking,” con­
sidered the moderate drinker an object 
of pity, and saw only one step between 
him and the drunkard.

The Deputy Grand Worthy Patri­
arch, D. Rogers, Esq., now came for­
ward, and in an impressive manner ap­
pealed to all who were in the habit of 
drinking to denounce the evil practice 
at once. He considered it ruinous to 
body and soul, and calculated to demor­
alize and debase the best society.

Master Eugene Parsons then recited 
a pathetic little poem, entitled, “ Casa­
blanca ;” and was followed by Mr. J. 
D. Withycombe in a pithy and appro­
priate address, bringing forward many 
passages of scripture condemnatory of 
the pernicious habit of intoxication.

Here the juveniles again appeared, 
when “ The Army and the Navy,”—a 
dialogue—was remarkably well render­
ed by Masters W. Thompson and W. 
Munn—in character ; after which Mas­
ter Russell sang the fine old song of 
“ Bingen on the Rhine.”

A short address having been deliver­
ed by Mr. W. Withycombe, a song was 
very well rendered by Mr. T. Macey, 
followed by the reading of one of “ Mrs. 
Caudle’s Curtin Lectures," by Mr, 
James Munn.

Now for the most amusing feature of 
the evening. This was presented by 
Mr. T. J. Keith, who appeared in 
character and recited the very charac­
teristic lines known as “ The Brandy 
Bottle !” Mr, K. forcibly suggested 
to the spectators the wretched condition 
of the drunkard. His nose was “ well 
studded over with carbuncles, of the 
claret complexion—the red of his cheeks 
closely resembling the hue of that wine” 
—and his clothing bore all the impress 
of a recent roll in the gutter. The 
piece was acted well and elicted great 
applause.

This concluded the programme, when 
the chairman closed the evening’s en­
tertainment bj announcing that grand 
old anthem so dear to every British 
heart, “ God save the Queen and as 
the first note fell from hie lips and the 
audience rose and joined in the singing, 
we could scarcely restrain the ardour of 
our patriotism; and cast our eyes with ex­
ultation to tie platform above which

hung in all its brilliancy “ the flag that 
has braved for a thousand years the 
battle and the breeze !”

The affair was the most successful 
of the kind ever held in Harbor Grace, 
and we doubt not will greatly redound 
to the advancement of the temperance 
cause in this district.

Correspondence.
-:0:-

SlRS,
[TO TUB EDITORS OF THE STAR.]

Your correspondent “Special Bobby” 
in last issue—who by the way might 
with propriety, have signed “ Confound­
ed Booby”—in reference to my epistle 
stating the fact, that only two policemen 
are on duty on the streets, makes some 
remarkable statements. The first is, 
“ that the police know their duty.” 
Who said they did not ? You, and all 
are well aware that under our mutual 
iriend F. the police force has always 
been well trained, and consequently in 
a state of efficiency. The second state­
ment is; “they have instruction from 
head-quarters.” No doubt they have, 
and that is just what I insinuated, and 
being so only makes head-quarters ac­
countable for one more blunder. The 
third and last statement is either a 
mistake or a fabrication. It is, “ When 
the services of the police are required, 
they will be ready to render such.” 
Now the truth is, the men off duty re­
side in some instances a considerable 
distance from town, and if in case of 
need they were wanted, would be too 
late in getting forward to do any good, 
not to say anything of the trouble of 
having to send for them. It is with us 
just now, a case of invisible blue ; when 
a constable is wanted, he is nowhere to 
be seen. Now, during the mouths that 
the bulk of our people are absent, the 
two -about system might work very well, 
but I maintain that a time, like the pre­
sent, when crowds are about, the full 
force ought to be on duty. Prevention 
is better than cure !

ALABASTER.
Feb. 13.

The Soiree

[BY AÜLD REBK1B ]

I had the infinite pleasure of being 
present at the Soiree on the evening of 
Wednesday, and had the satisfaction of 
finding myself in a hungry condition, 
consequently able to do ample justice to 
the many good things presented for the 
temptation oi the palate.

What a motley crowd was present. 
Faces long and sincere, faces round and 
laughing, faces displaying the despera­
tion of hunger, faces with mouths shut, 
and faces with mouths open wide enough 
to swallow a teapot without breaking it.

Temperance is a great cause ; tea & 
great temperance beverage, and this af­
fair being under temperance auspices, 
we went with a determination to give 
tea a fair and unbiased trial. Having 
taken sixteen cups I considered it a fair 
share. I noticed some, however, indulge 
to excess, but the reason for that may be 
assigned to the fact, that having gone 
with crushed sugar hi their pockets, 
something else was made of it. Some 
appetites were very good, the generality 
of these being satisfied by material sent 
to the stomach, via Red Lane, Throat 
Circus. Other appetites lay in the 
region of the pockets ; these partook 
largely and had a worderfully smart 
digestion. I fancy that sort swallowed 
spoons too, but cannot be sure, it is 
worth while enquiring into. But the 
most insipid appetite ever I saw was 
that of a little girl who could on no 
consideration be persuaded to participate 
in the fun of gormandizing, until her 
parental guardian pushed her head into 
the tea cup, which had the effect of 
bringing her round. The speeches were 
wonders ; I wonder what they spoke 
about. The songs were sung excellently 
but I could not make them out ; the 
only music I henrd the whole evening 
was by an old fellow who drunk his tea 
ex the saucer with a sweet sound similar 
to that produced by a pig when he has 
both mouth and nose inserted in à tub 
of liquid matter. I admired the pret­
ty collars worn ly the “ Sons of Tern* 
perance.” A young man asked to have 
one, but he was told he could not get one 
t that time. He got vexed, and said 

if he did not get a collar, he would 
have a muffler to go home with. Now 
a muffler is a mixture of wine and 
brandy in equal proportions, diluted 
with hot water, and highly sweetened. 
So much for the Soiree.

By Authority.
His Excellency the Governor ha» 

directed the publication of the following 
Notice, agreed to by the Government,
viz. :—

ii That all Passenger Vessels be plac­
ed in Quarantine, and inspected by one 
of the Health Officers."

Secretary’s Office, 8th February, 1872. 
■Gazette. __

Passengers.
Per Humboldt for New York—Miss Mo] 

Murdo, Messrs, Bates, Wendall, M. Thor, 
burn and Quintoi.
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