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liked. Pe did not pretend te know much
about railWy v but he was quite certain,
nevertll.ss t.hat stme gu;aranitee shuldi have
b î- rtquiredt biy the, *.ernmnt as to the
unwor i.m wiym th- roal w -uhl we capstriîr,
ted. l h Jd h m, to Tii i. th - overnment
w h i h. ve hil ihe 1wer i send their C
Enuginivr-i r.Ii look ver the ctr.-acter of the
wvork as it. progresnl. Kuiîow'ingt ho0 T' ne ary
it was to hive au efficient oficer ot'ihis kinid,
he had askedi the governmenî to lay t>'n cre-
dentials of Mr. Mo Nah on the table. But on
looking over tha papers, be did not tind any
provision madl for the sîîurvision of the chief

ngineAer. .A it was, the par ties mnlgli
build a road just of tho kini that would1
suit themmiselves ; the language throughout
\Vas exceedingly loose and vague. Ta-
king the .amouni-t cf subvention. and that
givenm for the eoustrucion of the Avon
B3ridgre, the Province was called upon to pay
$91,M20 for the period of twenty years. What
was theri to prevent this Company complet-
ing the Ritailwav soe as te entitie themselves to
the lm)lutt avd then give It up, at the -eriodI
stipulited, Ho was also quite prepared to say
that there were few genltmin around the ben-
ches who had ever heard the nanes of any of
tie capitalists the hon. 'Provincial Secretary
had so highly l-ud,d1, except that of Sir Johnm
). EIay. He thouglt il the case of a matter of

such grave importance the eountry should,
have more than ordinary assurance that these
gentlemen were satisfactory security for the
due performance of the unlertakinmg. Pe did
not pretend to say that these gentlemen were
incompetent to perform the work, but was
only desirous of protecting the interests of the
province in every way that 'was praticable

H-on. PRoy. SEc. replied that if the bon gon-
tonienau would turn back te the discussion of
the previons session wheu the act on which
the last bill was based was passed, he wonld
find his objections te a largo extent retnoved.
Al the stipulations and provisions that the
Legislature considered necessary wlhea pass-
iiig the act of last session were actually incor-
porated in the contract ItRself; the very flirst
clause of the agreement would show this. The
hon. umember had said that if a person was
building a bouse, he did not leave everything
to the contracter, but bound him down to cer-
taiu stipulations. The house, however, would
see that bis himie is not borne out by the facts
as they exist in the present case. The Go-
vernrmient were not goiug to build the railway
tor theinsel ves. The roadi was te be construct-
ed by the çontractors so as te be their own
property; and every person who knew any-
thing of railway maintenance was aware that
no Company could afford te keep up a railway
for twenty years uless it was suitably cou-
structed The house knew that the remune-
ration offered by the country was very inaÀde-
quate for the object expected to be gained
and that no capirtalists were goitig te spend
their own money for a road which would be
comparatively useless. The period for which
the railway had te b maintained was obvious.
ly sufficient gilarantee. that'the work of con-
struction would bé efieolently performed. The
motive that would lmpel tbe contraoWrs
was the most potent that cau exist - self-
iuterest. He would state thatthe parties in ques-
tion purposed te lay down a heavier raH than

a

had been stipulated for; in order to make the
line as etlicient as pî.s, ble, they had ordered
rails of56 ilbs. to the y ai d, instead of 42 lbs. as
per contract. They did this because they feélr
Slt the best mode they conld pursue to get an

reîurn for this capital was to eon-
struct tAh line as thoroughly as possible. It had

Infl the imprr.esion in the house last wirrter,
thbat the amtl<ount of remuneration offered by
the Province was entirely inadequate; it must
therefore he a matter of congratulation that
we had been able with such slight induce-
ments to obtain the construction of the work.
The government had taken great pains to in-
tortu thermselves of the standing of the capital-
ists that were to undertake this project. Mr.
George Knight was atthis moment a Railway
Coutractor of great eminence-reputed to be
worth at least a quarter of a million of pounda
It was true that the limited Liability Company
of8mith, Knight & Co., (who had nothing
whatever to do with the railway project) had
been involved In sdme difficulties, but these
did not arise from any iuability to dis-
charge their engagements, but in consequence
of a personal quarrel between the managing
director, and the other shareholders. Ti e stock
had necessarily declined in the money market,
but every gentleman who knew anything,
of the working of limiteit liability companies,
was aware that these difficulties night arise
wvithout !.n the slightest degree affecting the
financial position or wealth of any gentleman
who happened to be connected 'with them. Af-
ter Investigation It had been found that the
company was entirely solvent, and able to
meet their engagements. The high position of
Mr. Knight had nlot beeu touched In the least
degree. As te the name of Mr. Cnapman, 1t
was quite familliar to alt Bankérs everywhere.

Mr. ARCHXIBALD iald that in the contracts
made with reference to the Trnuk line, it was
provided that the work should be of a partin
lar character.

Hon. PRcov. SEc. observed that It was not
considered necessary to hav any such stipu-
lation for a line for the western counties where
the traffie would be of light desdription; tbo
reverse was done with respect to the Trunk
line. A larger amônnt of traffle might be crq
pected to go over it.

Mr. AitiCiIBALD 'went on to say that it
mlght bO supposed from the fact that the con-
pany wvere golmg to plate 56 ]b raIls on the
lie-that they had been led to believe that a
large portion of the tra1fe that might run over
the intercolouial road would go over their ownroad. Therefore it might be said that we wer
about to build up a line that Is te compet4
withthe Trunk Line for the trade froc, St.John. Bnt what he was chlefly urging warthat he did not think that the government ' -M
exercised as large an amount of di@, dtio
as they should have done in a matt're Imm
portant. . 8 so i

Hon.' MTTY. GEN. said that he had histebwith a greàt deal of attention to th
ofthe hon gentleman (Mr. Arohilbald remj h
muet say that they were by uo Means worthyoftone o!r suait big il legal 'Utt&lniwênlb Tarn.
ing to the acts passed for the buildIngof rail-ways ln ths PrOvince, It Would be fOund thatthelinos ore tobe a »$i8uq&t4on o ith, proVhese partaie n h bd r satd he ,


