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This title of an editorial article in a recent |
number of the Patriet newspaper, forcibly ar-
rested our attention. What the Congregational
Dissenters regard as their special providential
calling has often been with us a matter of inqui-
ry; and we turned to this article with some ttl‘c‘:-

ree of eagerness, expecting to reccive, on the
linthori:;"(g)le' one of their own rccognisod organs,
conclusive information upon the subject. The
spirit of inquiry was awakened in our minds b
two of their peculiarities.  Heveral of their wn-
ters nd?‘ a tone, in the advocacy of their sgs-
tem, different from that wWhich pervades the de-
fences of other forms of Church Govermment
among Protestant people. - Mark, for instance,

- the difference between them and Wesleyan apo-
ists of the Connexional princjple. The zeal

. with which the latter recommend their systcm
may sometimes expose them to the charge of bi-
gotry ; but they never speak of it as though they
nm it as the only system under which pare
Christianity can flourish. ‘They belicve that it
substantially embodios the principles rela-
ting to Cl.dech order laid down in the New Tes-
tament. They it as the best of all sye-
tems for themselves; but they do not quarrel
with their fellow-religionists bocause they prefer
some other system whith jes the principles
of the New Testament in a different manner.—

Rarely do they refer to the difference between

their own system and those of other religions
bodies, except in self-defence. But this is not
the course pursued by all the advocates of Inde-
pendency.
these, 70 sooner approach the subject, than they

to us, notwithstandiag their denuncia-
tion of Popery, to vault at once into the chair
of '-fnﬂit:;ri:y. from which, instead of maintain-
ing the clainws of Independency by sound argu-
ment, they dogmatize, as though they imagined
that their judgment upon the subject ougbt to be
“@t once received by others, as the omly certain

and authoritative interpretation of the mind of

God.
The second
tlie promenes« of the 1

bl

-evidence of this.

When has there arisen any
agitation or dissension in the Wesleyan Socviety

L
L

which has not immediately called forth their in-
terference ?  Did they step forward as media-

tors, it would be kind; it would be Christian

and they might scripturally expect that the blcs-
peace-makers” would be
theirs. Dut the etfect, and not unfrequently the
avowed design, of their interference has been to
widen the breach, aud fan the flame of discord

sing pronounced on *

ost uas.

which has been unhappily lit amon
‘The consideration of t

committed to them by the Great Head of the
Church? And, we repesat 1, that we turned

with some eagerncss to the recent article in the

Patriol, expecting to receive an answer to ou
aqniry.
disappointed.
forth the following unmistakable recponse :—

“ The Congregational Chu-chea in thie covutry

have been entrusted by providens e with the tldi
nent of a sPrciAtL MIestaN., ....Un them Tog de
volved the impertant work of prepsriag the wa
for an sscendency of relygious liberty, Ciher de
nomiinations have genepally advocated freedom o
conscience in an occasional manner, and on th
ground of expediency, rather (han on thal of con
science Other denominations have he'neene
rallv labourice anly for themaelves,  Cougre:ty
onalist2, while steuggling for a recoznitien of ihe

own rights, have broken the fodtors gt woen'd
otherwise have shiackled the efforts ot other deno-

minativns.  Qthers have geaeradly felt themeelve
mt liberty to attend exclusively to the ¢ ibhssy «
peace between God and mun.  The Congregation
aligts have hitherto had a unssion with relerene
to the Churcl ne well oy the warld, They huy

had nat only to make knowa tv men the way o

saivation, but also to teach their tellow-chisiia
of other de ominations the Scriprure doctrine con
cerning liherty of conecience;

and that there are in
ments of our country, certain Jdark closets, thvouz

the crevices of which scarcely a ray of light has

yet penetrated.”

We cannot now adequately deal with the ar~

rogant assumption contained in this quotatio

th&( the Congl'l"':\ﬁxbl]il“.ﬁh‘ Lave a ¢ .“l'(‘(';lll His-

sion” beyond all other denoinetions, to moul
modify, and inteviere with the Clmreles whic
are in Christ.  We sty for the present. ool
tent ourselves with tewrlessly asserting, that th

Scripture doctrine concerning liberty of consci-
ence.”
undcerstand it, is, that while other rcligious bo-

Some of the most prominent of

peculiarity %o which we refer is
ependents to intermed-
dle with the affairs of other churches, which hap-
not to be formed according to their own mo-

The history of our Body affords sufiicient :

eso remarkalde preuli-
aritics has often led us to ask ourselves,—\What
is §t which makes the Independents thus to dit-
fer from their fellow-christians of other names ?
What do they really consider to be the vocation

In this expectation we have not been
‘The Independent oracle gives

and suecesdl os
they mav have previousiy been, it must be adunt.
ted that this pat of their work is not yet complete,
the ecclesiosticul companl-

y)eculiar mission has been * to leach their fpel-
ow-Christians of ol'er denominations the
‘The plein Engh:h of all the, as we
dies severally mind their own business, the Con-
gregationalists, begides attending to their pro-
per coneerns, have the special prerogative of in-
terfering with their neighbours, and regulating
the affairs of other Churches also. - Veriiy, we
had suspectel that this was the secrct. We
could not account for their interterence in Me-
thodistic affairs on any other &rinciplc than that
they imagined themselves to be charged with a
speciel missionto rectify what they deem to be
wrong in other religious communities, aad fashi-
on them according to their own model of Church
order.  This appeared to us to be the only eon-
sistent way of accounting for the very practical
method which they adopt of teaching: other
Churches the doctrine of liberty of conscience.
But now the sccret is out: and very siwmificant
intimations are given respecting theis future
operations. ' Sucvessful as the Congregationalists
may have been in performance of their special
mission, the Patriot savs, “ their woik s mol
yet complete,”  that there are, in the ecclesias-
tical compartments of our country, certain dark
closets, through the erevices of which scarcely a
ray of light has yet penetrated.” Well, How e
their work lo he brought to completion ! In
other words, How are they to iniroduce the
light into the dark closets of our ecclesialical
compariments ? liow? Why, the mrrow
“ crevices” must be enlarged; and, if tha will
not do, the walls of those “ closets” mwt be
knocked down, in arder that * the light” o/ Con-
gational liberty may stream in upon thy pur-
lind inmates; and the Wesleyans, it jcems,
may confidently expect that whenever a1y agi-
tatian arises amongst them, the Benner l3]ihcr-
ty, onwhich the term Bcilés. is inscribd, will
he unfurled, and a Patriol voice will beheard
simmoning the (ongregationalists to j¢n the
Agitators, and give the Wesleyan Scctioyof the
Church anotlrer pr echscal lesson on libarty of
conscience " j

Why has the Pafrint piblished his ezpse of
the views eatertained by Congregationaibts re-

= . .
the Chureh as well as to the werld ; and that | ly 1ot them take care that the fauic of a widor

separation than that which has previously sub-
sisted, be not their own, and let them apply

crcat work, not cf reforning other Churches.
Lut of turning their fcllow-men from the error
of their ways.  Disparagingly, almost contemp-
tucusly, as the Patriot, in the same article,
spoaks of Wesleyan Ministers'as theological wri-
‘ters, it is adwitted that they are successful in the
conversion of sinners. .lLet this remain  their
yraise. May their glory in this respect never
{m dimmed ! +Let them prosecute this their god-
Jike work, remembering for theirencouragement,
tLat while the Word o% God pronounces na cx-
press benediction on that which the Patriof re-
ganls as the special “ Mission of Congregation-
alists :” it does declare that “ they that be wise
shall shine as the brizhtness of the firmament;:
and they that turn many to righteousness as the
gars for ever and ever.'—London }Valchman.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Onginal MaN-r is particularly requested for thin Paper
~uch a», L.ocal Inte!ligence—Bilographies — Notices of the
inirodnetion, rise, aud progrees of Methndism in Cir-
suite, Revivals, nad remarkahle Conversions —~Articles
on education, temperance, literature, science, and
retiglon—1llustiratione of Providerce —Sketches o Serip-
tnre characiere—ineresting enecdotes—dencriptions of
patural seenery—Papers on any prominent festure of
Meihodism, &c. &c.

Articies, as & general rule, shonld be short and pithy ; s
a judicions variely In each number is the secret wfaews-
papapojrularity snd usetuinens.
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For the Weasleyan.

KOTICES OF NEWFOUNDLAND.
[No. 9.]

Thirty years ago the inhabitants of Newfound-
land, chiefly emigrants from England and Jre-
land, were grossly iznorant of christianity., They
had left home for the purpose of recking wealti
on a foreizn shore. and, in this pursuit, the salva-
tion of the soul was a secondary matter.  The
fathers of the present generation, resident on this
coast, built thar fishing rooms and boats, and
with but few exceptions sighed not for

specting their own special Micion to rdam oth-
cr churches? Recause the President of the
Wesleyan Conference has given oflence to 'he
Patriot, and his co-workers in the sune canse,
by his remarks upon what he deemed theivun-
scemly proceedings in the preseut disturlence
which has arisen among the Wesleyans. 1 s
made a matter of complaint that, in Lisa reent
able pamphlct—on the Duties and Responibi-
lities of the Wesleyan Couivrence, wih a
vindication of its recent  Acts of  Esci-
pline—he has stepped out of his way to atack
the Cougregationalists. 1t is plain. on the ’at-
riol’s shewing, that Mr. Presadent Jack.onhas
dlen into a preat mistake.  He was not aave
i of the special Mission of the Congregationgdstz.
e found that sowe of his Independent mgh-
bours had got into'the Methodist House, were
they were bawling out blune against its intrior
atrangements, and dictatng, and giving olers
as to what must be done in the way of refm;
and be, imbued with the notion, that an Engsh-
man’s house is his castle, bid them go homand
- mind their own affairs; at the sune thne ting
- | them that he did no' consider their own dowstic
Y| uvatety so abrolutely pertect as to be incapble
of improvement. ity that tLe Presidenbad
not been sooner enlighténed 1 he mighthen
have Leen proserved trom the gricvous ofce
of resisting his Covgregational neighbon: in
their zealous prfonuance of the special Mion
which they Lkave received from Providee to
reformn the Methodist House.

The conclusion to which we are condted,
on the review of this question, is truly paful.
It the Patréot 3= the authorized exponent the
vicws of the Congregationaliste, ws to wt is
really their Mission ; it such journals as thi’a-
triot and Briish Bamnmer. in the onspht
which they are now making tpen tte Wevan
Conneaion, are only giving a ju -t expre=a of
tihe views and M'ilu‘?ph'*. not nn-l'vl.\ of (tHow
Dizeniers, but of the great Ly of conra-
Gonalisis—which Dwever we ;'::rm‘ﬂl\'d;x'
and faia would believe, canuot he the e, —
tucu fhe widening of the gepiaration betwd the
Congrevationali-ts and the Wedeyaas aars
inevitable.  There cannot be that mutuabnfi-
denea between them which b essential the
cultivation of good feeling and Cliristianter-
course.  The pleasing prospect wiich haveen
fondly anticipated, of a clo-erinion amoncan-
g«-]h al christians will be thirown to a Lo (rise
tance than ¢yver; and no cue my prose to
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ample religious liberty which all badies ot s i

ratists in this country now cajov underthe pr
tecting shade of Taw, 13 to be wsevibed wore

the inftuenee and cxertions of the Wesle vans, | Mission
than to the self=camplieent redirontts whow the j the breaking up all connexional bodies ara<hi- ' the o003
We must just row confine | ioning them anew on the plattorm of Toen- ¢ their hloot—roliine

Patriot represents.

ourselves 10 the one peint of what the Congre- tdeney, remete indeed willsbe the periot is " agonics. There vou see o)
£ o . S :

caleulate when the prayer "é' the Faviothy!] !
Le accomplishod, ands his Cha [resen its

CILIS A nmrsery o popsl o)

* The sound af the church-going b ),
Norewilid when a Subbath sppen'd.’”

The Sabbath was not known from anv other
day save by a notorious degree of drunkennes:
and riot.  Fich was caught and cured and
bought and sold as regularly on the Sabhath as
on any other day.  Orit the Sablath was obwer-
vud asa day otrest from labour it was generaily
spent in sintul pleaccures.  Betore your A ssion-
aries visitcd these coasts,” observed a pious and
intclligent fisherman to me, * it was not even safe
for a young fetaale to walk out alone on the Sab-
bath. T have reen e stones of that beach red
with the blood of drunken men Sohtine on the
Sabhath”  Things the most herrid, have beer
velated to me by inrelligent jersons, committed
by the once barbarons, ygnerant sons of the wea,
when they moored their boats and assembled on
the shore. M@y of vour rcaders, Mr Lditor,
.wull kunow that Bilking=eate fishmarketin London
is peoverbial for its low languape awd inderent
mariers.  But why ?  Is it because the fisher
man’s occupation deprives him of wivileges wo
landsuren cujoy ¥ Probably so. l&ia tarm is on
(h}x d('vl). His every mouthtul ¢f bread is oh-
tained m the ficree ficht of the clements of the
winds and waves.  God Las * cast” bis * bread
upon the waters, and” it is indeed * atter many
days” of anxious toil e “ finds it ;” and in carn-
mgll_lml blnl‘ad. how is * the sweat of lis brow™
embittered by the briny cvrav of occan’s waves!
His 0(‘('"])3[;0“ '):'z:";:n;‘ lll?x'; v 'S"‘l(a‘l‘ o “'?‘b"
) i With thie fewest

means ot inteltectual and naorcd Improvement.

Mr. Philip Tocgue, the author of a hittle work
g\lh}«iml to in forwer Notices, who possesses an
witimate and extensive knowledge of the fishe-
ries and habits of the fishe rmonPuf the countrs
thus writea— This spring (1%13), in the mrmfI:
4»!' Mirch, 1 accompanied Wiiliam Sweetland,
Fsg. of Bonavista, to view several ship wrecks.
On ihie south side of Cape Bonavista, were two
vessels on share, out of one of which the wnen
vere taking the scals: and on the north side off
t.ho Cape were two more vesselsa short (!i.-(;\x;\n-(-
iram t'l(' ."l(ﬂ‘\‘. “L!i\‘rln:j_'jm] an(l almn(lnn(-d, ;\ll
t"a-\'l'_ vosselswere fored in unon the land by the
runne e the crews of o M:'h were saved. Up-
wards ot Iy vessels wege Jost ])l‘lw'\'ulil"_! the
~eal I":lu-:')' this sprinz, aud part of several
Crew

liie seal lxwh\-‘r.\. Mr. Tocgue remarke, s
not iy seroufded by physioni calamities, bt
l spriinal evilss It
st _ul;-m-‘\' to l:.u-w!~ n the hieart aud render
Wansettoe 1o the fiuer £ ines o inan na-

)= [ several seetions, such an arpearinee of vy as
ot will convinee the world ef the Diviniev L«

by | i
Itf" this union can oi v be eled Ly i
i I

i

ture. Tods a0 comstmg weifan o 10 waledu oot
Jnucheers lere reun hiehaold o)

. . aenh ot = als
wiich have ouly received a sBoht wend Srom
Shle Wt snd erisorae the boe v

Dl e o de— in di

themselvee more vigorously than ever to thir |

|

Ar seals whide the i

Dut, (‘.csv'-::\t:f’] ae the Sahlath e at present,
punterons as are the mosad evils which exisy
among us at the present day. they are but rem-
nants of that mighty depraviiy which, in man

fishing settlements, a gencration azo, admitied
of no exception of good.  Many of the first vise
ors to these shores caine only to prosecute the
fishery in the summer, and retarned 10 Englang
inthe fall  The neighbours they left behind

married and brought up families destitute of the

means of grace : consequently were oroesly
rant of even the form of religion, save the few
cereinonies observed by their Irish Roman Ce.
tholic neighbours. While these protestants wess.
neglected by the pastors of their own church, o
Romish priest would be seen visiting annually the
Irich settlers to administer the rites of theiy
church. Popery poseses the clements of vit.
lity and aggression, and diffuses its deadly leaven
as rapidly as the holy leaven of the protestant
faith. Bany English families became converg
to Rome. ¢ Sure its hetther to be of some reli
gion thin none,” was the Irishman’s first propo-
sition to the ignorant English settler. * And
thin, is'mt onr's the oldest reiiyion in the world ?
Did'nt .we build all your fire churches in old
England, and read mass in them before He
the cighth quarrelled with the Pope because
Holiness would'nt let him marry six wives?
was his eecond argument. ¢ An({if ours be the
oldest religion, is'nt it the best.my jewel ?  And
since its betther to he of the best religion than of
none,” was the irresistible conclusion ; and the
untutored LEnglishman, with all his household,
was baptized into the Romish church. Thw
whole protestant commmmities have been foeked
up in the anti-christian faith. It is said they are
greatly improved by their connection with the
Irish and their union with their Romish church,
But as the nature of their improvement has onlys
beeu described by report, you will excuse ma
giving vou hrarsay tales. Not but that T would
rnadizl‘y acknowledge any portion of good E
lishmn had obtained by their adoption of J
habits and Trish Popery.  (iross darkness 1 fesy
reais upon them. A few fa'lies better instrue-
ted have he'd vp the Vielit of truth and exhibit
a loftier and holier vcdigion.

In some of the mast destiinte

rlces, a%'n-

man has been fonnd ealling Lis family together -

on the Sabbath for divine worship around the.
family altar.  The worship ennsisting of readi
the Liturgy of the Church of E-zland.the lesrons
fof¥ the day, and the collecta as they are appoin-
ted in the praver book, together with a psaim of
Siernhold & Hophins'—* OU/d version.” Such
fumilics formed a nuelcus tor what is now a
flouri-hing ¢bireh. They welramed the Wee
leyan Missionaries as men of God, and received
their word with pladness of heart. During the
visit< of the firt uissionaries, much opposition
wag piven by the baser sort of people.” Some
times the Misdenary was waylaid ; and his life
wasia inmvinent danzer from bloody men who
lay in wait for him, the woods and solitary pathe
through which he had to pass areatly facilitati
their wicked design. But God i< the Missionll’:g
shicld, and gives testimony 0 the word of hi
grace by converting even the foes of the Mission-
ary.  The ministry of the first labourers roused
attention.  Their gospel walked throush and
searched as with a candle the fisherman's cow-
scicnee. They unbound ¢ the monitor within,”
put a rod inits hand with which it chastised the
man, aud in m:'n_\'(imrmz--v- drove Bim from his
laliaur on the Sabbath day. and made him retire
to weep and pray in soert,

In some of my niisonary travels T have spent
1wany intesestize hours by the gisherman's cabin
firesmide, or woodman's tilt, listcning to the reck
tal of stories, current amane the people, of God's
judaments upon Sabbath breakers.  After the
evening service the people lnzer to sit and talk
with the stranzer. At these seasons not only may
cood be done by ennversztien with the poor un
tutored natives, but T have clicited from them
many a tale of wonder and o terror :—1low such
an one in havling -caplin on the Sabbath was
alarmed to find i< net full of matter worse than
decomposed Blublier :—IHow another fisherman,
while fishing on the Salbatn, was suddeniy lifud
up ont of the water heth he and his boat by an
invisible hand, and his boat carried to the top
arock '— But the dark Sundav sin,” said one
e, wha thoueht me vatlier sv-'(-lxtivnl, “it wal
sudden dark at niddday, and we Lad to light the
Lamps at twelve o'clock 1o olit the fish in the

e ' Trememterwhat a ;xEL}n we were inwben
3LE declored God bad drakened the sun Liocauss
we bioke the Sabiath.” This circunistanpcgy
which occurmed many vears aco, i3 Lelieved by

the rencemadity of the ol ]wnpl(-. to have l»_e'u
sent as a gudeient, Tt \\-,\<]~y~,.luﬂvf) an eclipse
of the

%)

spenke s Anass rdheked Balioa, Aad e such
adetee of vl b e Qb e Jows v that,
Wothe Badte cil b a b by of clositiced she Saviouny
cswoid brae o Taun Ard whenthat
s o Dby the oo iiion of €
Codo e o Tent asunler, the sum
velled T i il i dachug sy aad carth o
I endanay Rt d. ' A B

Thonsh God docs make vature s
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Tea Nechinr ab Mt
Ma. Eptror,—You will be pie
that & vrry IHlETESIING Fea Merth
on the 3ol inst,, at Saelbaroe for
of the Weslryun S.ibbath Srh
pince. The wict of such an 1un

etitution has been long felt by
here, anid bas, doubtless, contribt
me -ure to retnrd the progress o

Mr‘lhodulm in this locality.

About two hundred persons v

tn parinke .of the good things
the Ladies, to which umj la justic
Excellent aud telling Addresses'
.nt mlerspersed with ammat

by the following gentlemen
der in which their names

woned—A. H. Cocken, Fxq.,

" presided on the nceasivn—~Peter
* Faq.—Charles Dwen, Eeq.—an
Wm. Wilaco. A vote of than
seated to the Ladies interested ot
the hosp talities, fur the gratifyin
ifested on the occasion. ‘I'be co
sisting of Episcopulians, Presbyt
dsts, nnd Metbodists, were ap
lighted with all the exercises of |
This was tha first Moeetiog

ever held in Shelburog; and a

* * of piety | scprcely ev itnesst
which markéd tpe Speeches. A
que feeling geruded the meeti
apectatle sulm of £7 16+ 3. wa
(be result of this first effot1; wh
od in vbefu) books, will lay the f
& Sabbath School Library whicl
areased, will prove a Iu(iu'f be
shildren and parents. .k
1 - SA‘M. Oeclober Gih, 1849,

For th
Tea Meeting at Walla

Rav. and Dear Sir,—Accordit
Notice,” a Tea-Meeting,
our new Church now nearly cou
held a1 Wallace Harhour on W
10th is«t. About 225 persons
84 o’clock to & most-splendid T
graimitously by eleven Ladies, w
muoch ekill and taste in the o1
rangnument of their ‘T'ables; and
tice were not done by those wb
the fstive buard to what was
tkgm, it was not the fault of 1t
After these preliminaries wi
tn individual satiafaction, and t
&c. were rewnoved,—Joseph O
River Philip was crlled to the
ina brief speech, addressed the
good effect. Ho (ke cailed upo
[ ing genlemea, F.ay and Reve
i dress the Meeting,—viz., Jos
Kg., 8. Fultor, E-q. M. p. 2,
Faq., Rev. J. Narraway, Mr.
snd Rev. W C. Beuls. luter
teiween the epecches were a
music. A vote of thanks was
Ladiee, who gat Tables, avd
Chairn-an for his kindne-s in ¢
the Meeting. ‘T'he company b
o'clowk, bighly gratificd with th
tertainuant of the eveniog.
of the Mcetirg amounted to t
i sum nf £11 11 8, which, asl
i) tad, will be expended on the n
| Church, which wiil bo comy
course of six or eight weeks.
Wisney (
Wallace, Oct. 16th, 1549,

1§ Tor th

x l Charge of Weslcyan Proselyti

Rev. axp Dran BroTuen,—
’ brace the presentepnortunity o
foryour al's und Christian-h
Wenloyan Metiod <o against
sodunprovoked atruck cf the F
a0 Chyrch in this Provinee. i
our Body by the Organ or Rep
the Free Chureh of Seotlrnd i
18 certainly most ungeatetul o
was stadioned ut Halifax wher
putation ot Ministi re frotm that
ad there. I'tin “hirk Ministe
did not deem it adviable to ul!
temen to oreupy teir places ¢
thication was made to ug for i
Bapels, and 1 an happy to
Trustees an ) wvsell 1 acco®
®pirit ol our hoty rel sien, and
tod by our Futhors nid Brethr
ther country, mo~t ehiortull
free use of our premises tor i
their cause. | mention Whis ¢
Jentrast the treatment of Moth
them, with that which we ure
at their hands.
It i rather amusing to heat
Wwen charging the Weslevan
“the sin of Proselytiam,  What
and abjeet of their Miasion to
Wa ha previously three or f
ons of Presbyterians in this
2 College or Academy for trail

i



