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AN INSTANCE.
One day, it matters not when, we en-
tered a large building in company with
a young compan jon. The building was
for the use of the public. All classes
of society frequented it. The builder
intended that it should promote the
cause of virtue. Accordingly it was
ornamented with statues of different
personages, and here and there with
stained glass windows portraying some
phase of well-doing. These different
objects of art, we may mention, are
placed in this building by citizens of
estimable character. It was all very
beautiful, and we fired our young friend

with the hope that he also might be
worthy of donating statue or window

and of having his name perpetuated

from generation to generation.  Whilst
talking this wise, we stopped in admira-
tion before an artistic stained glass

creation.

there, and, impelled by a desire to carry
away a souvenir of the building, we
cast about us for information about
him. * Who was he ?"7 we asked an
habitue of the place. ** A rum-seller”’
was the answer. Just slung drinks
over the counter and made his pile.
But we ventured to say that we thought
that no one but the citizen who stood
for the interest of the community was
allowed to decorate this building.
+ Shuecks '’ came the rejoinder, ** That
don't count. He had the ducats and
that was enough. He mixed drinks
and washed beer mugs and doctored
his liquer and collected dimes and half-
dimes from black and white, male and
female, and managed to have enough
cash to enable him to put his name on
the walls of this building.” Striking
object lesson for the young ! Shows
how the path of fame and affluence is
within the reach of all! It conjures
up for the youth visions of the time
when he may be resplendent in white
coat and apron and \weary his brain
with the serving of rum to customers.
He may grow despondent—but then

there is the window.

We could not help thinking that a
citizen talking on temperance or any
other subject of moment in that build-
ing would be sorely handicaped by the
window of the gin slinger. However,
money talks, and can get a hearing in

most places.

; e —————
¥ m——

GIVE THE BOYS A CHANCE.

Wo said before in these columus, and
we say again, that some parents here-
abouts treat their boys in a shameful
manner. We refer to the matter of
education. One cannot see the horde
ol messenger boys, etc., without think-
ing that the people who own them must
be mindless. They leave school at an
early age, and needless to say are out of
the running for what is valued and
rewarded. They are thrown into the
world at a time when mind and heart
need disciplining. They must cope
with evil with what arms they have.
They jmingle with the rough elements
of society and in time become part of

them. The instruction fo

munion is but dimly remembered if at
all, and later on we meet them among
thosa who hang around the vestibule of
the chureh, shirk all acquaintance with
parochial work and who know nothing
of the beauty and glory of their holy
religion. We must admit, however,
that at times they are shown a very
poor example by their more favored
co-religionists.  For they know the
ways of the town and are eognizant
of the fact that a broad-clothed eitizen
who occupies a front pew and exudes
res pectability on Sunday may be a gilt-
edged * rounder '’ during the rest of
the week. But this is another matter.
Weo are not going to trench on the sub-
ject of the duties of parents. They may
1ot have the reverence and love of that

father who used to kiss the breast

his child as being the temple of the
Holy Ghost,] but they are aware, Wo
presume, of their responsibility in re-

gard to their offspring. Yet there

raason to doubt it, when we find that
many children are sold into economic
slavery, It is not the fault of the | mhrdern Ritualistic party towards the
children, It is certainly not the fault
of the ecclesiastical authorities, whose
faces are as hard as flint against this | pone with deep reverence and regard;
inhuman: practice. It is the fault of | they were conscious that w
parents who have nota spark of janpeos “Il}gl[mhk 1 Apostolic truths here was
either for themselves, their children, ‘t"“:"g‘r’gn::\sb‘ -.\I:dh grandest portion of the
or the Church. And in most €ases | Ghyrch still adhering to the whole | one had ever heard of before. Some
there is mnot an extenuating cireum" | couusel of God, still witnessing boldly

stance,

more money on tobacco and drink th
his boy earns running messages or
otherwise equipping himself for the
lowest places. If they would but open
their eyes to see this for themselves!
Let them try to understand that the
money which they squander in bar-
rooms, and which goes to keep up the

e name of the donor was

or firet Com

our observation who does not spend

state of the bar-room keeper, would
safeguard their children from misery.
We defy them to disprove this. There
is scarcely a family so poor as to be
obliged to allow its boys to begin work
at twelve or fourteen years of age. It
is 80 alleged, but it is merely an excuse
for brutal and unchristian neglect,
And the father who turns a deaf ear to
what he may term special pleading,
should study the methods of the bar-
room owners in regard to his own
children. They usually want them to
enjoy the benefits of a good education.
They send them to college—and the
fools pay for it. They are desirons to
see them in positions of influenceand if
they fail to do this, the children may
make wmoney at the rum business.

And they will make money so
long as we have selfish, ambitionless

and ignorant parents who barter their
sons future for 51 per week.

We make no plea here for higher

education. We ask those concerned to

give their boys a fighting chance.

What astonishes one still more is that
parents who are fairly well off evince,so
far as the boys are concerned, a con-
temptuous indifference for education.
It is not so in reality,we suppose, though
the facts tend that way, For instance,
they take care to give their girls every

 pagtime’’ and the only evidence of

is little place, scant room for him."”’

0XFORD MOVEMENT.

LIC WORLD M AGAZINE.

America, one of

Why is this 2"’

for several yeais

combine 1o

years 18 10-1

and vigor which marked its origin.

or a sullen defiance of authority. 1f

substituting Catholie truth.

educational advantage. They are
taught to play the piano, to havea love
for art, ete. Were we cynical we
might say that a great many of them
are misfits either at piano or easel —
that the music they delight in is

their artistic attainments is the picture

in the ** best room’’ which is referred
to by the fond mother as proof of the
wonderful talent of her daughter and
—her teacher. But be this as it may
many of their brothers receive little at-
tention. Said the Hon. Mr. Shaw: ** You
will bear with me that there is nothing
in the world so well worth looking after
as the boy, and I think you will agree
with me that there is no being in the
world so neglected as the boy. There

THE EBB AND FLOW OF THE

WILLOUGHBY BRAITHWAILITE IN CATHO=

When a convert, coming from Eng-
land, who has spent many years in the
Anglican  ministry, first arrives in
the first question he is
asked is : ** Why does not the great
movement that has now been going on
in the Anglican Church for upwards of
sixty years bear greater fruits ? Surely
those who imitate so closely in their
worship and doctrine the Catholic
Church must begin to feel and know by
this time that they are outside the one
fold. And yet, though we hear of
isolated and frequent conversions, we
do not see that general conversion of
large numbers which characterized the
earlier years of the Tractarian Revival.

As an Englishman who has ministered
tho ~‘>!‘g!‘“"'“
Chureh, and who has known most of the
leaders of the modern Ritualistic party,
I know of the numerous causes which
-ovent any great secession
such as theones which characterized the
851, It is well known that
every great movement has a tendency,
when its original leaders have passed
away, to somewhat change its course,
and after a time to lose the enthusiasm

it cannot win all along the line, it

they staudied with a single-hearted
pnrpose of discovering the truth in the
works of her doctors andof the Catholic
fathers, they reverenced authority,
and never did they permit themselves to
speak harshly of what they considered
her faults. And the result of such
devout, eareful study is known : under
the providence of God it led them into
their true home, the Catholic Church.

But a new secaool was springing up, a

curates; they are episcopally boy-

it i1s interesting,
to notice that Dr, Ingram, the Protest-
ant Bishop of London, has just sanc-
tioned a prosecution against an incum-

't on all sides people are throwing doubt to anothe
valy _Hw unnlxs!m‘tul'.\' lh-'wl_',‘v' of a | parrier of their old beliefs, and landing
!)l\'llllly who, having poised this world | in the mire of infidelity. Hers th:
in 8pa vo and set it revolving, troubles | Jecturer reviewed the utterances of
not himself with mundane affairs. The | popular preachers of New York Boston
day of Colonel IH“,'.‘PI"“ is at an "l“‘l and Chicago, showing how they rejected
here, as the day of Agnosticism is fin- | the most fundamental doctrines of Chris-

tremes and makes use in his chureh of

candles, devotions to the Sacred Heart,
and other portions of Catholic worship,

sehool  possessing  perhaps far more
worldly wisdom, more love of notoriety,
but much less self-der
than the early Tractarians. And the
new Ritualistic school declared that
these conversions to the faith must be
stopped, a different line must be taken,
the old gentleness and courtesy must be
laid aside. From this period we can
date the rise of the school of controver-
sialists such as Littledale, men whose
work it was to keep possible converts
out of the Catholic Church at any cost.
Ridicule the Chureh, shower mud on her
priests, insult her saints, garble and
falsify quotations, and make a mockery
of many sacred things : this was the
method used, and how fearfully it re-
coiled on its authors, when those who
had learned to deride the Church,
throwgh the instrumentality of ** Plain

al and learning

Reasons,”” carried principles to their
logical conelusion, and derided super-
natural religion altogether. There
have been, and still are, men in the
Anglican communion who with a single-
hearted devotion work for the good of
souls, firmly believing they are work-
ing far a portion of God's Chureh ; but
in too many cases bitterness and hatred
have supplanted the quiet, prayerful,
loving attitude of the men of 1844,

arly reverence for the authority
of the Bishops has disappeared as well.
No one who reads the writings of Dr.
Newman, while still an Anglican, can
fail to be struck by the deference and
respect which he and his friends show
to their fathers in God. ‘* A Bishop's
lightest words,”" he says, “ are heavy."
To them he is the successor of the
Apostles, the divinely ordained pastor
of the flock of Christ, the source of all
jurisdiction in his diocese. And so,
when the Bishop of Oxford expresses
doubts as to the wisdom of Tract Y8,
Newman at once hastens to assure him
of his obedience. But all that was
changed by the new school. Finding

that the Bishops hesitated to approve
of all the new Ritual developments and

doetrinal teaching which were being

introduced ; and that their innate con-
servatism and their knowledge of the

English Prayer Book and its history

prevented their sanctioning the altera-
tions that were being made in the
services, a new tone towards them was
wrly
files of the Church Times or Chureh
Review will see, over and over and over
again, the Right Rev. Iathers in God
pullied, hectored, told that they were
antiquated cld fossils, traitors, and |
enemies to Catholic trath, 1 have |
neard a well-known Ritnalist say that |
the Bishops ought to be shut up, and
only let out to ordain and confirm !

adopted. Any one who reads the

That this attitude has toa slight extent

changed lately, isdue not toan increas- |
ing respect for the Bishops, but to the
fact that Lord Salisbury and Mr.
Gladstone have largely replaced the |
old Low-Church Bishops with prelates |
of a more High-Church school, who
have donned cope and mitre, and occa-
sionally take part in quite advancad |
functions. Woe betide one of these
prelates, though, if he chance to offend |
the Ritualists in any way ; he is at |
once reminded that the spirit of abuse |
is still alive, and that if he does not
comply with their requirements the |
showers of mnewspaper venom will |

again be hurled at his devoted head.

sottles down into a dull respectability

wero asked if the Oxford Movement had
spent its force, I should say that its
original aim, namely, the restoration of
the Catholic authority of the episcopnate,
and the frank study of the Catholic
Fathers with a view to the discovery of
the truth, and not to clever speeial
pleading, has been turned aside. How-
ever, it still continues to raise the ritual
and worship of the Kstablished Church
in the direction of Catholicity, and
therefore it removes prejudice from
the minds of thousands who never
dream of listening to the voice of the
Catholic Church, thereby indirectly

Catholie Church is entirely different
from what it was torty or fifty years
ago. The first Tractarians turned to

confirm. But should any Angli

hardly be said to be provided for by the
Book of Common Pri
eution seems to mark a further step in
ermove to separate the

dawns on a people which knows and
feels its need for a personal Saviour, a
who
Father of all mankind. KEven the very

the Bishops' clev
sheep from the goats,
vanced men from their more moderate

popularity of the rel
theatres, trivial thoug |
some, is a straw which shows the way l
wind \,‘1”'\\' Works \\'.hu-h deal | product of that decomposition which is
the life and personality ol our |

party from coming to the support o

did in days gone by, when a less extra-

lights, vestments, wafer bread, and the

vard position of the

candles, you eannot defend them ; they
are frankly Romish, and as such you |
must aid us in suppressing them."

i in the English
Church which I wish to emphasize as

ehange in the trend of
Ritualistic movement.

Bishops are wisely d
shonld have done years ago, and are
lead the movement

such a movement cannot st
must go on, growing in volume and
force as it proceeds; and herein lies
the hope for the future. The earnest
inquirer who has learned the beauty
and personality of (iod will not long be
content with the manifold contradic-
tions and incomsistencies of popular Pro-
testantism., He will be led on to

oing now what they

have no idea of the strength of the idea

leading and governing clergy
lish Chureh, and the strong tinge of
Erastianism it gives to their religion.
If I were asked what has kept together
in our National Church men of four or
five different religions, what has pre-
vented the split whieh, over and over
again, has seemed on the point «
Jlace., I should reply, ** The KEstab-

self confronted by the spectacle of a

always the same throughout all ages,
ever claiming to be the teacher and
repository of Divine Truth, and always
surviving shocks which would long g0 | phey are logical and consistent only
have destroyed any merely human ey Pyt oo higigpote e
3 : 2 e 3 for evil. They are doing the work of
institution. Ephemeral forms of relig- | 4, 1ti-Christ Thoy 456 preaching
) A8S ¢ ave sir day e ¢ » . - 4.1 . A

ion passjand bave their day ; she alone | jioanse of opinion which must inevitably
and hands down the truth un- ¢

round a weak body weldingall into one.
Ever since the days of ** Good Queen
" the Anglican Bishops, with few
heen Erastian to the
\dy to support the state,
he support of the
Their ery has ever
been, ** The Church in danger ;"'
Establishment must be saved at all
This feeling, amongst others,
has tended very largely to retain even

core, always res
always demanding t

“ Who, if we go, will get those glorious
cathedrals, those
churches which stud the land ? They
be desecrated, or devoted to hereti-
The endowments of our
atholie ancestors will be alien-
ated to secular purposes.”
the inducements which, il

where they are, and to convert the
English nation to a s
lic National Church, inwhich they shall
be free to teach the whole faith,
s Spartam nactus €s, han
The Englishman, too, loves comprom-
you have only to read h

tately and Catho-

reformed by Englishmen, he one true fold.

will tell you, yet retaining in her beau-
tiful Prayer Book the essentials of the
Her Bishops have the
old titles, they trace their unbroken
line from St. Augustine, they minister
in their old cathedrals, and the Eng-

| Catholie Faith. WHY 1 AM A CHRISTIAN.

Taking for his general subject the
Grounds of our Faithas Christians, the
lecturer proposed to answer the ques-
tion, Why are you a Christian ? by re-
viewing the arguments and evidences
of Christianity, and the reasons for
we admit the Divinity of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Jut first, by way
aration, the lecturer glanced at
religions condition of the non-
Catholie world in the United States,
and showed how outside the Church the
4 ing of discordant sects was fast
giving way to a complete religious
skepticism. Infidelity, he said, was | munity, especially in our large cities,
prevalent in all classes and conditions | g carried on most efliciently by the
of non-Catholic society ; and infidelity | high-priced clergymen whose “h)‘““(ml,
the speaker detined to be the rejection { i
of all supernatural revelation and the
denial of Christ’s divinity. The causes
of this widespread infidelity in the
United States, the speaker thought,
were principally two, namely, a God-
excluding system of schools, and a
skeptical or unbelieving pulpit.  He
might add as a third cause of the rapid
growth of infidelity, the license of an
irreligious press, but he was disposed
to regard that as a result rather than a
cause of the prevalent tone of skeptic-

Englishmen who, Sunday after Sunday,
worship within the walls of their vener-
It is a system which suits
it has a certain amount

English people,
antiquity, and yet it

|
But there are now signs of a furthm‘“
of respectable

change still. Tt will be fresh in our
readers’ memory that a few years ago,
on an appeal being made to the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury as to the legality |
of incense and processional lights in |
Divine Service, he held a court, heard \
arguments for and against their use, |
and finally decided that incense, used |
ceremonially, and processional lights
were both iliegal in the Established
Church. The advanced clergy, hur-
riedly summoned together by the Eog-
lish Church Union and the Society of
the Holy Cross, had held a meeting at |
which they declared their intention to
adhere, at all costs, to the use of the
condemned ceremonial ; and remember=
ing how they had fought the Bishops
about vestments, lights, and the east-
ward position, everybody expected an-
other great struggle. But this time
the Bishops were wiser men, and with
singular diseretion adopted the maxim,
« Divide et impera.”” They let it be-
come known that they would harry no
cleric about such details of ceremonial
as vestments, lights, or the eastward
position ; nay, they would consider
them loyal sons of the Kstablishment
and visit their churches to preach and

Tell your Englishman to study
1 who were the fathers

history, to read
Jstablishment, to in-

of the Anglican I

reign ; point out to him that no one

hat the Catholic Church rejects his

orders, and questions his jurisdiction ;
that his fellow-Protestants ridicule his
sneeession or a
visible Church on earth,
he buries his head in the sand
and refuses to look up.

We Catholies, then, must not be sur-
prised if, for the reasons I have ad-
\versions from the Establish-
England should continue
be few in number.
has done great

which, beginning with
has revolutionized
jglican Church.

great movement
a few men in Oxford,

the whole face of the At
The lecturer then devoted a few mo-

ments to the consideration of the first-
mentioned cause, n:\lm-ly,n(hul-n-\t-hul-
ing system of education.  Whatever
may be the theory of secularists, those
are concerned for the Christian
civilization and the Christian religion of
the people in the United States can

has reached its high water

settle down and consolidate into a r
spectable uniformity.
come of the very advanced

What shall be-

minister continue to use incense cere-
monially or to carry lights in proces-
sion, he would be ostracized, and the
light of his diocesan's countenance
would cease to shine on him. At once
a division began ; many thought that,

In the fi:st place, it must be remem- | having gained so much, why struggle
pered that the whole attitude of the | for more ? Many professed a zeal for
episcopal control which conveniently
hid a dislike for personal inconveni-
ence, and many earnest men felt that
an opportunity for peace had come.
With but few exceptions the condemned
hile the | points were given up in every diocese,
Church had largely lost or | some Bishops sanctioning a method of
using incense which was certainly not
ceremonial because it was a method no

Kither they must conform to the new
ritual standard the Bishops have setup,
od as they will now be by the
old-fashioned High Church party, they
must leave the Church, to set up a
new small sehi-m, or, which, God gre
to become Catholics.
ever, that the bold profession of open
fundamental doetrines
of Christianity which not a few
highly placed clergy are now making,
will lead many a devout soul to seo
that his home cannot be in such a city
and that God is not the
author of discord, but of unity.

But if this seems to be true of the
immediate future, another aspect of the
horizon is full of hope.
longer the tendency to
infidelity, covert or open,
some twenty years
an eminent aut!

effects of the Godless schools. ** By
their fruits ye s
precisely for this fruit of infidelity that
the noisy faction of agunosties and secu- | o

A < E i 3 Faith
larists clamor so loudly against any in-

It may be, how-
terference with their God-excluding

unbelief in the

stalwarts, however, all over the coun-
through good repm('lb and evil r;}n;rtﬂfﬂl‘ ?lryf, have Htllll‘dﬂy rci‘nso}c\i to an any
7 . the truth of those octrines whic ey | deference whatever to their Bishop's
th We hear of family poverty. s one of were striving to impress on the mind of | orders, and reap a due reward; the

e causes of this, but thereis scarcely | ¢he English people. They a,dmired'and Bishop will not confirm in their
a bread-winner who has come under!tried to imitate the lives of her saints, churches, nor will he allow them any said by

Agnosticism and

hority that Dar-

1275

e ——————————————————————— N PN 3

\\‘mnlm : is n.n_ its death-bed. T am as- g and advanced preachers are faithfully
sured that this grea henomend i as N o O8] p p 5
b th hl‘l’ l‘ p ‘A: nomenon 1s a reported by the daily press, and they

x Wneland, and | papey thairandie

o with them from one

, overleaping every

England, Twenty-five years | tianity, including those of the Trinity,

ago Infidelity and Agnosticism were far | the divinity of Christ, the existence of
?'ll"‘f"#f“" in England than they arcenow; | eternal punishment and the inspiration
their influence has been steadily de- | of the Bible. In them and their aundi-

and the twentieth century | and logical development of the prin-
ciples sown by the first Reformers.
I'ney are quite consistent in carrying
| out to the last eonclusion the | rinciple
of individualism or private judgment

loves each one and is the

s play in our

The sions he & APE A

I'he signs of the times are full \,‘,“.,., we were witnesses of the natural
|
|

which gave birth to Luther and Calvin,

1 it may seem O | Wesloy and Swedenborg. Without

being aware of it, they are the latest

going on so rapidly in the body of Pro-

Lord have a ready sale, and not only | tegtantism We are witnessit the
" : ‘ 1. 1 sing the
the larger and costlier ones are iu de- development of false principles to their
but cheaper editions for the | jeeitimate consequences. It is the

masses are disposed of as tast as they | evolution of deeay. They eall it pro

are produced. The incre 'd zeal for | opess. but it he e i y

A . | gress, but it is the progross of dissolu=

foreign missions and the eager desire to | iy They reject creeds and dogmas

T Mr vorki y ‘ | .
e :"““'VH ab ’ut‘ the ‘f ";“'l““'k '“,"l | but what is this but to reject all defin-
Jthods y gather arge i : - : .
' “, gathering o ,”" mis ite religious truth ? and this is skeptie-
sionary convictions, are all signs of a
renewed and deeper faith.
. Buat 1ll this ‘L';’“ ;"'““'r.‘ {"‘ to ""l"' the ‘l own mere individual reason, and you
rise 4 ,p a greater @ e s . it
Il ( llln.‘I\v“. x.u A greater Ill\‘ more | must, if you are consistent, end in
living Faith, it is perfectly certain that

ism. Deny the principle of authority
in religion and substitute for it your

rationalism and infidelity. Follow the
same process in the civil order and you
have anarchy.

As Cardinal Newman expresses it,
“ Mhere is no logical standing ground
between the Catholiec Church and in-
fidelity.”” 1If you subject the religion
of Christ to the contentions of human
caprice, it will only be a question of
time till the wranglings of sects end in
the total rejection of the Christian
Faith. The preachers of infidelity are
logical in carrying out to their ultimate
conelusions the principles with which
the religious revolt of the sixteenth
century began. But alas for them !

p there. It

further, and he will find him-

unvarying Catholic Chureh,

lead to license of conduct, They are

changed—** quod sempery quod ubique bick :
anged juod sempery uo ique, | geandalizing their weaker brethren by
et quod ab omnibus. .

throwing down the last barriers of in-

So we y 4 bk forws » the | . . st 5
£ '{ll ‘>I‘ | .t’(.[ 4 'l‘ ST L "f‘ pride, intellectual revolt, disobedience,
AL, € |‘lnn.\n1 | Ll 1o GOrm O & contempt of God's authority, to ravage
vast accession to the ranks of the Church the fold of Christ i i
in the future. Even if for the immedi- y : oJT )
ate present we must cease to expect the If you want to pass for an educated
reat flow of convert which marked the person, they tell us, you must hold that
great flc senverts which marke ) ’
sarly vears of the Oxford movement, we ot ¢
:i,tn l“‘“;ll‘\(‘ll"ll‘t‘l\' 1:,“|.?“(:‘W,“.(i to the l'-“m_ religion, which yon must embrace under
a K t )
when a new generation, full of faith in y 4 2 =
a lu-r:un'ti \'{i.l‘riq shall be led on calm- l of many forms of religion, like Budd-
ly and dispassionately to examine the | \ t 1
claims of the Catholic Church as their ism, Fetichism, all of which are equally
ffnw'l:\lhors .dul oS fifty years ago. | ontrast such teaching with the doe-
Such an attitude of mind can only have : St 2
i ¢ trine of Christ and H
the same result as it had then, namely vou will see how anti-Christian it i
the submission of devout souls to the | ¥ w: N ar R g 18,
Catholie, and Apostolic Church Without Faith it is impossible to
b e » * | please God."” “ He that believeth
This, I firmly believe, will be the out- ' § 52 . ;
o of the gr‘."“.v“gi““h movement on and is baptized shall be saved, he that
; enteri he re- : k
which \I\l‘\‘l‘(‘x\llt |"m\\\\_hl-““)‘lt I(l.l:fl ; :i'lnl:ml:(u “t He that believeth in Me, shall have
2 > x0d, ¢ fa averlasting.”’ ** p P
already wrought so great things for us, life everlasting. He that believeth
intends to bring an ever increasing
number of our separated brethren to the

Christianity is not a divinely revealed
pain of eternal damnation, but only one

hism, Paganism, Mahometanism, Juda-

false or equally true, just as you please,

apostles, and

believeth mnot shall be condemned.”’

not in Me, is already judged.” ** You
believe in the Father, believe also in
Me.” ‘1 am the way, the truth and
the life.”” **No one goeth to the
Father but through Me."” “ This is
lite everlasting to know Thee, O God,
and whom Thou has sent, Christ Jesus,
our Lord.” Here is the reason why
Christians, who know  what Faith
means, have always regarded wilful un-
belief as 2 most deadly sin, because it
is the wilful rejection of God's word, of
God's will and God's authority. No
wonder that so many non-Catholics are
lapsing into infidelity and skepticism.
Many of those who should be to them as
the salt of the earth, feed them on the
poison of doubt and denial, Those
who should be their religious guides
are the very ones to extinguish in their
souls the last faint glimmerings of
Faith, and leave them to grope in the
darkness of infidelity. The process of
un-Christianizing the Protestait
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lectures contain all things except the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is a sad
spectacle. Few of our non-Catholie
brethren realize the full meaning and
the awful consequences, for time and
eternity, of the ravages which this in-
fidelity works in the souls of men. The
religious atmosphere is poisoned with
it. We encounter it or feel it on every
side. What is there, in Heaven or
earth, what principle of religion or
ity, that is not ohscured or total-
ly rejected ?

It behooves us then to be intellectu-
ally well grounded in our Iaith ; to pro-
ect it by the safeguards of prayer and
study, of humility and watehfulness.
We should review the evidences of our
belief. We should know why we are
Christians, and be ready to give a rea-
son for the Faith that is in us. We
know that Faith is not a mere senti-
ment, but is a firm convietion wrought
in the soul, both on the intellect and
will, by the Truth and the Grace of
God. We propose to strengthen our
and to enkindle our love by
studying the words, the life and the
character of our divine Lord, the

ne doubts about the pernicious

Il know them.”” It is

schools. Nyl . :

4 Author ¢ ‘inisher r 1 ik

Passing on to the second cause of the | ¢ thoe and Finisher of our Faith. —Like
St.

rapid growth of infidelity, the lecturer
sketched the baneful influence of a
skeptical pulpit. There is not a large
city in the United States but supports
some preacher who is distinguished by
his liberalistic views or his undisguised
contempt for the most. sacred mysteries
of religion.  From the vantage ground
of a so-called Christian pulpit these
clerical infidels disseminate the poison
of their false teaching. They have a
large audience, for those sensational

Paul, we should ‘' esteem all
things loss except the excellent knowl-
edze of Jesus our Lord.” Mo know’
Him is to know everything. To be
ignorant of Him is to know nothing
that is worth knowing. This shall be
the subject of our consideration next
Sunday night.

The life of every man is a diary in
which he means to write one story, and
writes another.




