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FUEL FOR WESTERN CANADA. at a given point in Manitoba or the new provinces 
very highf

1 he abolition of the inland revenue tax now col­
lected upon denatured alcohol should enable this sub­
stance to be produced on a very extensive scale. It 
might almost be said that wood and toal would be 
supplanted. It has been calculated that if the tax 
denatured alcohol were removed, an ordinary room • 
could be heated with a spirit-burning stove at less cost 

. than with-- an ordinary coal stove, which burns
the fuel problem in the West, and points out that anthracite costing $6 person. When it is considered >
prices for wood, cpal, coal-oil, gasoline and other ma- l*iat anthracite costs $10 to-$14, according to quality,
tends which may serve as fuel, have been steadily *n ^ rovince of Saskatchewan the annual saving

» , . even in the domestic ftliel bills would be
mmg during the past lew years. It also mentions Thc mos, importam [h„ ,ubjcct „ far

as the West^.is concerned, is that-the raw material 
for the manufacture of denatured alcohol can be pro- j 
duced in the three prairie provinces in practically 
limited quantities. An acre of land will prôdùce 300 

have long recognized the importance of cheap alcohol bushels of potatoes, and from thgt quantity say 250 gals, 
for arts and manufactures. pf commercial alcohol can be procured ; but with the

‘ The solution of the fuel problem in the. West of °f a special grade of white
Canada would be a boon, the effects of whiefc it is dif- f°\ thfC pn^u[tio.n of al“,ho1’
ficult to estimate. Leaving aside the benefits which Ù u to '™re tha" 5oo gallons
would be conferred upon individuals by the reduction °f a,C°tho1 pe.r acre- Mu?h ,lepends’ of course, on the
,n the cost of fuel for heating purposes in stoves and ProP°rt.on of starch m the wheat or potatoes. With
furnaces there is the larger question of power pro- Jhe enormous areas of fertile land now under cultiva-*
duction to be considered. A great handicap to the *°n m thc Canadian W est it ,s difficult to imagine
indu tria development of the West along the line of h°W ”meroal alcohol could be produced. It

manufacturing enterprises, has thus far been the lack ‘f™ OUt ° ^7 °t ** U P°8'
of power The production of power has always been *1 ’ c 0 s“Pp ' . 15 ,uc f,,r power much of Western
an «pensive undertaking on account of the scarcity ana,la- This view does not take mto-consideration the 
of fuel From Fort William to Galgary on the main act ^at decayed, frozen, and other unmarketable 
line of the railways, and for a great distance to the kinds of potatoes can be used for the purpose,
north, little or no coal is mined, and there is an almost The market for frozen and rejected grain will also.
total absence of timber. At Banff, Lethbridge, Ed- he opened to the development of akohol production,
monton and other points in Alberta, and in a few «lis- It is in this connection that the subject has come
tricts near the United States boundary in Saskatche- , under the notice of the Department of Agriculture at 
wan and Manitoba, coal mines are being worked, but Regina. The Deputy Commissioner of that Depart -
the heavy charges for freight make the cost of delivery ment made enquiries in IQ04. and has given out the

"r
1 he Regina delegates to the Convention of As­

sociated Boards of 1 rade of Western Canada held at 
Edmonton this week, raised a very important question . 
when they introduced a resolution favoring tfie remis­
sion of taxes now collected upon denatured alcohol. 
The resolution calls attention to the seriousness of.
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■ Henormous.

the recent action of the Congress of the United States
in passing a law which frees front taxation denatured 
alcohol to be used for industrial purposes, a step which 
the British Government cannot ignore. The Germans

un­

potato intended chiefly 
if is alleged that the
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