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The True Witness will, under this
head, each week give one or more
articles of leading thought on this

+ fgsue, Whose paramount importance
is arresting the close attention of
all civilized countries of the world.

We print in to-day’s issue a speech
delivered before the Protestant Min-
ister’s Club ﬁlil week at Montpelier,
Vt., by Rev. Wm. J. O'Sullivan, &
very forceful speaker, who fitted for
the priesthood at the Grand Semin-
ary, and who has been heard with
pleasure in Montreal fn past years.

Father O'Sullivan prefaced his re-
marks with a few preliminary  re-
flections, which he said it would be
well to bear in mind for the proper
comprehension of the question at is-
gue. From time immemorial, or to
be more exact, from the time of the

t of Christianity in
France, to our own day, all church
property such as cathedrals, churche.s,
episcopal residences, rectories, semi-
naries, colleges, church schools, mon-
asteries, convents, land and buildings
connected therewith belonged by
every right and title to the church,
to the monks, to the religious orders,
the leading orders of men and Wo-
men, belonged ‘to them by as clear
and fair a claim as the most strict
justice amd rightful proprietorship
could possibly bestow under any law
of civilized nations.

These properties were not  gifts
nor benefactions from the State, they
were acquired precisely as similar
properties have been and are acquir-
ed in our own country, im the Unit-
ed States, ! tholics and Ca~
tholics alike—from the piety and be-
nevolence of individuals and the ge-
nerosity and sacrifices of the faith-
ful. This is simply a.;‘matter of
positive history within the reach of

establ

all who wish to investigate. It isluntold loss to Framce—an inestim-
true that during the revolution - offahle boom to the world at large.
1789, when anarchy, chaos, de-fThe next progressive move on the

dshed, error reigned su-

mentia, bl

Pope Pius VII substantially consent-
ed to this tract and ag t for
the Church of France, and for more
than one hundred years:this ‘‘‘con-
cordat,” or agreement, was in force
and observed to the letter.

And now in our day and time
comes the so-called’ Republic of
France, the most tyrannical and des-
potic government on the face of the
earth, masquerading under the name
of liberty. The Chamber of Deputies
and state officials composed of an-
archists, socialists, infidels, haters
of God and Christianity, issuing their
ukase—Down with God—Down with
religion. Therefore, separate the
state from the Church. No more
protection of the Church and her
rights by the state.

The Church and the state have
been heretofore united for the com-
mon good, for the welfare of all. We
will put an end to that; we will se-
parate. Then comes the law of se-
paration under Combes. The solemn
sacred ‘‘concordat’’ is done away
with, the bilateral contract is set
aside in ridicule and scorn. We will
separate the Church and state. Yes,
but we will appropriate all church
property, no matter what the title
or just claim of the Church. We, the
Chamber of Deputies, we, the govern-
ment. of France, own all. Therefore,
you nuns and sisters of France,
though we have decorated you with
the cross of the legion of honor for
your deeds of heroism on the battle-
field and your untold works of cha-
rity and benevolence, you must go.
We want your convents and monaste-
ries, your institutions and revenues,
and they have gone, scattered over
the world, therefore you monks and
religious  orders, who in medieval
times- preserved to the world the
classic literature of ancient times
and made France the- garden of Eu-
rope, you must go. We want your
properties and they have gone with

preme, and the rights of God and

man wereoutraged and set at maught

church property of every description
4 fiscated

was

sold, but when order was restored

preme . authority in mo-.tholie

under Napoleon Bonaparte, who,
with the true insight of the great
statesman that he  wes—notwith-

i ikt
the overr

from: the authority of the bishop of

part of the liberty loving Republic
of France is the law of Cathedral as-
sociations, acoording to which the
faithful may use their own churches,
provided the mumicipality in which
a certain church may be located,
elect & body of trusgtees, who, apart

the diocese may aelecf.\ appoint, re-
Ject or dismiss u.ny/ clergyman,

that bwmt. him to Waterl ex-
ile and forlorn: death, recognized and
appreciated  the fact that religion
was & condition—‘‘sine qua non’ an
imperious necessity - requisite, with-
out which there could be no  hope
nor earnest peace, order or stability
for the state. Hence it was that in
1801 he proposed to Pope Pius the
VII, the reigning Pontiff and su-

whim and sweet goodwill, and these
trustees may be infidel, Jew or gen-
tile or anything else. Having thus,
after the manner of the highway gen-
tleman with the mask and the flam-
ing muzzle of the gun, sequestered
and confiscated their  cultural

udnm\ble.
npnbllo of France -courteously,
‘mounces  to the ‘clergy’ and Catholic
people of the eounu'y that they will
hsv! pormulon to meet in
ovm churches for divine worship it

, according to their own

churches and all other property, this
generous, liberty-loving
an-

thelr

and sacred compact with us. We
and our predecessors kept and ful-
filled its every provision to the let-
ter, we have not been consulted with
regard to its annulment, but let it
go for peace sake. They have rob-

clergy by your voluntary contribu-
tions, but make no compromise
with tyranny and injustice. This we
cannot do under the guise of policy,
diplomacy, or otherwise; with St.
Peter, the first Pope of Rome, we
must say ‘‘non possumus,” ‘‘we can-
not.”” TLet justice be dome, let jus-
tice and right prevail though the
heavens fall.  This is but a step on
the painful way of the cross, it . is
only a glimpse of Calvary; history
must repeat itself; the servant, the
spouse must walk in the way of the
master, but the darkness and gloom
will disappear from the fair lands of
beautiful France, the clouds will
break again as of’yore, and the
brightness and glory of the resurrec-
tion will ilumine her horizon omce
more, and bring peace and gladness
to the hearts of her children again.
God still reigns, let men rough hew
(their ways as they will.

But it may be said, is not the po-
pulation, are not the people of
France, Catholics by an overwhelm-
ing majority? Why, then, do - they
endure this condition of things? Can
| they not by their suffrage, by their
| votes, turn the rascals out. Yes,
!very good in theory, but in practice
1somewhat different. In our own
‘country governmental patronage is
somewhat potential and has a prac-

tical bearing on our elections, but
# is not a comparison in any fea-
ture whatsoever to what it is in
France. There it goes down into

every avenue and branch of business,
commercial, mechanical, agricultural,
etc. Every body who wants to do
business in any walk of life or en-
terprise of any kind must have the
government tag. They dre the ‘‘crea-
tures,”’ the proteges of the govern-
ment. We Americans can theorize,
stand aghast and say how can this
be ? But, perhaps we may under-
stand the situation somewhat if we
reflect and consider conditions at
home in our own country. What
about thesyndicates, the monopolies,
the combines, the oligarchies with-
in. our own borders, which are said
to' own the United States Senate?
The  “Millionaire’s Club” as it is
called, ruling the United States, the
home of liberty and freedom. What
do your votes amount to against
their power and, influence ? Even
our grand, patriotic, sincere, single-
minded President has to cater to the
financial autocrats that in reality
govern our country.

It this regime of spoliation and
confiscation were applied to our own
country, how would the people like
it ? It the local government should
‘take Montpelier Seminary, Bethany
Church, the Epfscopal Church, the
Methodist - Church and St. Augus-
tine’s Church and school and apply
the same regulations in regard to
their rights, how would the citizens
like it ?

Let ue beware | There is & mons-
ter looming up and showing its head

bed you, despoiled you; support your,

11881, thus creating a modus vivendi

heeded in every school and home of
the United States. Would to God
that they had such men as Governor
Proctor ‘guiding the ship of State in
France to-day.

But, the reflection will naturally
suggest itself, in his day, in the face
of the experience of the past and
the lgssons of their own history,
how can the men of France be so
foolish—what can be their motive ?
Well, it is said, “whom the Gods
would destroy they first demenit—
make foolish.”

HON. JAMES BRYCE

Washington's New Ambas-
sador, Pays Warm Tribute
to irish.

On the eve of his departure to
take up the work of British Ambas-

" TYPHOID ”

This preparation puts the whole system
in the best possible condition to avoid
the above very prevalent malady and
resist its enervi ating effects.

sador to the United States, Hon.
plomats of England, pays a
tribute to the Irish people.
from London says:

““Since Irish affairs promise
monopolize

A cable

to
our next Parliamentary

fit for self-government as it suits
some of us in England to think.'”

Catholes Ready to Defend

Cabinet Conceding
Paris, Jan. 22.—M. Delahaye, Con-
servative, in the Senate to-day, de-
clared that the Catholics were ready
to die for their faith, and that if
attesnpts were made to close the cha-
pels of Notre Dame de Lourdes and
of Montmartre, they would defend
them with arms. The Senator add-
ed: ‘MM. Combes, Clemenceau and
Briand cannot suppress God.”’

The Cabinet to-day approved a bill
suppressing the formality requfring a
declaration before holding a public
meeting, as required by the law of

undeér which the churches can remain

open for public worship, even though

the Vatican authorities persevere in

their ' present attitude. The new

blll was k!trodueed h tha Oh-.lnber
Deputies

school, all escaped

jand infirmary, the structures
| left stamding,
‘budly damaged by water and smoke

Faith with Arms,

A morning glass—a dessertspoonful in
a tumbler of tepid water—you will not
regret.

ALL DRUGQGISTS, 25 and 60c. EOTTLE.

Hie at Cote des Neiges

Brothers of the Holy tross
Sulier $1a.000 bulnage.

———

The chapel in connection with the
Normal School of the Brothers of
the Holy Cross at Cote des Neiges
was damaged to the extemt of $15,-

000 last night, causing havoc in the

| school and practically wrecking the
James Bryce, one of the foremost di- | infirmary.
warm |

Combustion started in
and, although there were
twenty persons i the infirmary

the chapel,
and
without injury.
The fire was caused by the straw in

(the Infant Jesus crib becoming ig-

session, peculiar interest attaches to nited in some manner.
Mr. Bryce’s two speeches last week, The chapel, school and infirmary
at Newcastle and Aberdeen. He were all contained ina wooden struc-
spoke with a wonderful sense of re- |tyre situated about - five hundred
sponsibility, neither overflowing too | yards from- the large boys' college,
much with easy sympathy for the which contains over three hundred
Irish cause, whose battles he need inmates. The Normal School occu-
no longer fight, nor dwelling too pied the west end, the infirmary the
prominently on the difficulties which east end, and the chapel, where the
his successor must meet. The law, fire originated, the angle
be insisted, must still protect private The fire was discovered at seven
rights and private property, and pre- o'clock by Brother Alexis, the Su-
serve peace evem when both parties perior of the Normal School. He
wanted to break it, which is ROt | found that all the portion of the in-
uncommon, he said, in Ireland. 'l‘hu‘“”v;m. near  the alter 'was ablaze |
disorder of which we hear so much, and he was almost suffocated by the |
or have heard so much in the past, smoke which rushed to his face
has now practically _disappeared, The loeal brigade, in charge of
nevertheless the demand which Ire- Chief Lawlor, was prompt in re
land makes for some changes in her sponding to the alarm, but feariir
administration and government is lest the flames might reach the col-
still :‘ndiminjshed.- | lege, Mr. E. F. Prendergast, a citi-

“He dwelt upon the fact that many ‘m-n. telephoned to the city for help.
of the changes which Ireland needs A reel from the Chaboillez Square
cannot be given her because they | station reached the scene in about
would not be accepted unless they fifteen minutes. With three streams,
were given by some sort of Irish'(pe firemen had the blaze under con-
authority. ‘‘The Irish people,”” he trol in about half an hour, but not
concluded, ‘‘are by no means 8o un- |

| before the chapel had been reduced to

ashes. As to the contiguofis school
were

but the interior is so

particularly the infirmary, that they
will have to be pulled down.

While working at the top of a lad-
’der, Chief Lawlor was struck on the
| head by a piece of wood which fell

| from the roof, but he sustained only
| & slight

bruise. A local fireman
nfmed Paquette lost his fotting and
dropped from o third story dormer
window into a smow bank without
sustaining any serious injury.

The total.loss is estimated at $15,-
000, of which $5,000 is covered by
a policy in the
Co.

B C. School Soare Megting,

“The Catholic School Board meet-
ing on Tuesday evening was charac-
terized by a p ge at arms b

Father O’Meara and Judge Piche,
and some pointed remarks were in-
dulged in. The whole arose over the
adoption of a report of Father Adam

Father Adam was, at the last meet~
ing of the Board, delegated to in-
terview the parish priest and ob-
tain more information.

On Tuesday night Father Adam re-
ported that the school was practi-
lcnlly filled to iis capacity and that
admission had been rerused to about
two hundred pupils, who had been
obliged to seek other schools. He
believed it would be of advantage to
the Board to have such an institu-
tion under its control. He said it

was Father Callaghan’s wish that
the Board should assume the pay-
ment of salaries immediately, but in
case the Board was unable to do

0, he was willing to wait till next
september,

When Father Adam had completed
his report, Judge Piche proposed
that it be set in writing.

Father O'Meara, on the other hand,
thought something ougnt to be done
at once. Judge Piche observed that
any proposal which came from his
side of the table always seemed = to
be suspected and made the object of
unnecessaery fuss

‘“That may be your own opinion.
In this case, 1T would advise you to
speak for yourself, and not judge
i()lhvrs by what you think. We are
no longer children, to be spoken to
in this manner, nor is this place the
court house,”’ replied  Father
{ O’Meara.

“If you are not in the court house,
I am not here to be catechised,” re-
[ torted Judge Piche

Commissioner Vallieres pronounced
himself in favor of accepting the re-
port immediately Judge Piche rais-
ed a point of order to the effect that
all the discussion over this matter
had no right to take place, as the
ireport of Father Adam did not ap-
pear on the order of the day.

Father O'Meara then wanted
know how

to
it was that the report
did not appear there and who had
made out the order of the day.

Judge Piche answered that he did
not know.

““But we ought to be able to learn

Alliance Assurance |

in conmettion with & proposition to
have the Board assume control of
St." Patrick’s school.

‘mwrehoiuhuﬂntfhldﬂl

who made out this order of the day,”’

continued Father O’'Meara. ‘‘What
if a fool had made it out?"’
Commissioner Semple  maintained

the point of order raised by Ji udge
Piche, and the incident was closed
upon the adoptionof the Judge's mo-
tion for the placing of Father Adam's
report in writing. '

A Chained Library,

One of the finest of living Irish-
men is Sir William Butler, the com-
mander of the forces in South Alrica,
whose position it was the first con-
sideration of the English party to
destroy. An early chapter of Gene-
ral Butler’s life is Canadian, which,
of course, makes his career still more
familiar to Irishmen in Canada. The
Gemeral has lately , been lecturing
upon the future of Ireland. ln this




