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f vor—and

appesting ’ork:‘ﬂme has ‘naturally

#ion to an O >
t deal of criticism
produced 8 grea b el

gpon the character o
ggure. But there is ome
pis character which, except the
most recent, work referred to, has re-
ceived less attention than it hu!!l‘-‘
yaps deserved—that isy his rdligious
yiews. A mind so acute and capaci-
;)u! was almost cerpain }’0 have
strong and clear coxgvlcd‘bnl on  s0
vital & matter. In what direction
gid they tend ? E!e has forumtcly
pimself left us in Mo doubt—unless,
which seems impossible, he has been
sudaciously misrepresented by  his
own friends. | Though largely a child
of the revolution, upon whtich  he
mounted to his mdt_eorlc q:nlsndor,
bo apparently femained hentally high
sbove the welter of: infldelity into
which so many of his contemporaries
pnd associates fell. ~ The conversa-
tions we record in part, and which
are the most authentic evidence we
have on the subject, took place at
St. Helena, and were provoked ' by
the utterances of some of the scoffers
who voluntarily’ shared his exile.
They are very ‘instructive. 5

One of the stafl having spoken of
Christ as simply a philosopher, Na-
poleon immediately corrected his
view, “I know men,”” he said, ‘‘amd
I tell you Christ was not & man.”
Then he went on to say that mno
man who gave a study to the cultg
of the different nations could per-
ceive in them a divine origin. Their
founders were of thé race and the
fdmily .of Adam, of whom they show-
ed all the passions’ amd the vices.
The temples and the priests pro-
daimed this origin, for their * whole
history is that of the' invemtors of
despotisms,

“Pagenism,” he continued, ‘‘was |
Beover accepted as truth by the sages
of Groeco—neither by Pythogoras, nor
by Socrates, nor by Plate, mor by
Anaxagoras, nor by Pericles. On the
contrary, the greatest minds, since
the advent of Christianity, have had
faith, and a living faith—not only
B
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and Fenelon, ‘whose mission
Was to preach it, but Descartes and
Newton, Leibnitz ahd Peancal, Oor-
neills and Racine, Charlemagne and
Louls XIV, 5
Rhat a creed so mysterious and ob-
cure as that of  the apostles, hes
been accepted by all bur great men, ]
while the Theogonies, drawn from
the laws of nature, never imposed
Epon eny instructed intellect? The
feason is natural,

Passions of the humean heart, end the

graphies of the gods as they have

fucius and Mahomet more than legis-

the State, sought the best soMtion

of Paganism to humean belief, Napo-

Christianity.

mysterious being, His epparition, His
empire, His march through centuries

prodigy, an  unsoundable mystery.

and flows from an intelligence which
is certainly not the intelMgence of a
man. There is in it a profound ori-
ginality which creates a series of
new words and maxims.  Jesus hor-
rowed nothing from the sciences. One
finde nothing in Him but the lmig-

O]

persuades the disciples more by an
Mhm‘t&anbymoo-
tentatious display of _method or of
#ny preliminary studies or the know-
consfists n believing.
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Then comes this fine passage: ‘‘Pe-
netrate into these Pagan sanctuaries,
and you find neither ovder nor- har-
mony, but positive chaos—

“A d contradictions, con-
flicts between the gods, the immobil-
ity of sculpture, divisions subversive
of unity, parcelling out of the divine
attributes, sophisms of ignorance
and presumption, profane festivals,
the triumph of personal degradation,
impurity and abomination worship-
ed, all kinds of corruption, which do
not glorify, but dishonor God.”

And he continues: ‘‘Are these re-
ligions and gods to compare with

h

Christianity ? For me I say no. I
call all Olympus to my tribunal. I
judge the gods, but I am very far

from prostrating myself before such
vain simulacra. The gods and legis-
lators of India and China, of Rome
and Athens, do not émpose upon me.
Not that I am at aM unjust to them.
No, I appreciate them at their just
Value, which I have measured. With-
out doubt many leaders whose ex-
istence and achievements remain fix-
ed in the memoury as images of or-
der and power, as ideals of force
and beauty, wers not ordinary men.
But we must reckon in the wvisible
reou»lts'of.thdlr efforts the ignorance
prevailing in the early ages of the
world. This ignorance was

from there the Holy Spirit for their
instruction; they will believe, tihey

the whole world.”

Thus was inaugurated a war hav4
ing & duration of 800 years. *“In
this war afl the kings and all the
forces of the earth were ranged on
ome side; and on the other I see no
army, but a mysterious energy; some
men scattered here and there in all
;m.rta of the globg having mo other
‘mllyflng sign than a common faith in
the Cross. On one side all the rage
and hate of violence; on the other,
sweetness, moral courage, and ‘infin-
ite resigmation. During 300 years a
struggle of thought against brutali-
ty, of consclence against despotism.
of the soul against the body, of vir-
tue against the vices, The blood of
Christiams flows in streams. Victims
die kissing the hand that kills them.
The soul alone protests, while the
body is delivered to torture. Every-
where Christians succumb, and yet
everywhere they are triumphant.’”’

Much ‘more nfight be quoted of this
remarkable discourse, which as a
whole makes one of the most power-
ful sermons on record. It is desir-
able, however, to reproduce some of
his declarations ' in respect to Pro-
testantism. What is their relgion ?
They pretend to have the same rel-
gion as the Catholics, only they’ ac-
cept it in what they call its original
purity of the Holv Scriptures, shorn
of accretions introduced by men into

rily comsiderable since vice was dei-
fied as well as virtue, Violence,
riches, all the digns of arrogance and
power, love of pleasure, voluptuous-
ness without limit, and the abuse of
force, are salient traits in the bio-

come down to us in fable and poetry.
I cannot see in Lycurgus, Numaj, Con-

lators who, holding the first ramnk in

of the social problem. I gee nothing
to suggest divinity; in fact they
never themselves made ‘amy preten-
sions to it,”

Having thus disposed of the claims
leon directs his discourse to those of
He turns to Christ, in
whom he sees nothing of man.

**His Gospél. the singularity of Hig
and kingdoms—all this is for me a

His religion is a secret of His own,

tion or the exmmple of His life.

‘All His religion

“Yot with sl this simplicity, nei-

the teaching This (he said) is all
very well, but presents a grave in-
converfience. We are governed by

laws contained in the Code: is it ne-
cessary, suppressing all the magis-
trates and afl the tribunals, to place
the Code fn every person’s ‘nands,
that he may find rules for his con-
duct? You have a difficulty with
your -neighbor; you will not consult
% judge but. & book, aud :
draw from the - text, in good faith,
the reading mosv favorable to your
own interestsf Protestantism (he
continued) was at its point of de-
parture an adoption of the religious
Code pure and simple, but it revis-
ed this Code, and interpreted and ap-
Plied it at the individual wil. Hemnce,
We are not dealng with a religion,
nor even with a heresy or ad error,
but a road open to all heresies, er-
rors, and individual fancies. We have
& series of negations ana demolitions
of which no limit can be traced.
Where does Protestentism begin, and
where does it end? Nome can tell.
It 18 called a religion of reasom,
which is convemient, since it is an
invention of man.

Catholicism, on the contrary, is the
religion of faith, because it 18  the
worke of God. It is true that it is
an ocean of mysteries; but in addi-
tion to the fact that Prot

will preach, and they will persuade |

THE MASS.

‘When, How Often and for Whom
the Holy Sacrifice May
8e Offered.

(Catholic Transcript.)

According to a common law of the
Church, Mass should not be celebrat-
ed before the dawn, nor after mid-
day. By virtue of benign interpré®
tation, the rule is taken to mean
that the sacrifice should not be com-
pleted before the dawn, nor begun
after the noon hour. By special in-

dult of Holy See, Mass may be
begun herfe in America an hour be-
fore the dawn and an hour after
midday.

In cases of speclal stringency a
priest is allowed to celebrate even at
an earlier hour. For instance, if it
was in a country parish and ome of
his people was in his last agony, the
pastor ‘could celebrate after midnight
in ordé¢r to comsecrato a host to be
administered to the dying mamn. It
is likewise permitted by the Holy Sce
to say Mass earlier in the morning
for the accommodation of consider-
able numbers. Thus they have 2 or
8 o’clock Masses in New York. Phi-
ladelphia, Chicago, Pittsburg and
other tities for the accommodation
of-the newspaper men who prepare
the great Sunday editions. On holy
days of obligation Mass is frequent-
ly celgbrated long before dawn in
orher afford laboring people an
opportunity of assisting before going
to work.

Generally sheaking a ,priest is suf-
fered to say but one Mass a day.
On Christmas he is suffered to say
three. ;On Sundays and holy days
of obligation he 1s allowed to offer
the hclt sacrifice twice in these cases:
First, # he is pastor of a parish
where there is but one priest, and
where the church is not large enough
to accommodate all the people at
ome service; second, if a second Mass
is nec_e?ary to accommodate a not-
able number of people—provided, of
course, a second priest is mot, conve-
niently to be had. Permission to
duplicate or say two Masses on holy
days of obligation. is granted at
the discretion of the Bishop. It is
his to determine whether or not the
necessity is sufficiently grave to jus-
tify a departure from the common
Jaw of the Church. A

Considered in itself, the Mass may
be offered up for all men, just' .as
Christ died for all. It has, howaver,
seemed good to the Church to lay
down certain rules restricting, in a
measure, the celebration of the sa-
cred mystery. She is justified in

admits almost  all of them, it has
particular qualifications. It is one,
has never varied, amd ib camnot
change. It is not the religion of
Ssome man, but the truth of the Coun4
«cils and the Popes; which goes back
without interruption to Christ, its
;author. Tt possesses all the charac-
teristics of & natural end  divine
{thing; 1t stands on a plane above our
| passions and vices; h; is & sun which
illnllh the soul with mystery  and

ty; it is infinitely superior o

[ SARY

 our

spirit, and notwithstanding this
ty, 18 suitable to the comi-
2 ; ite virtue is

this, b the Mass is the great-
est and most formal act of Catholic
worship. He who offers it up in a
public manner represents the Church,
and his act is supposed to be sealed
with the stamp of her approval, As
her represemtative, he is expected to
conform himself to her will,

The Mass may be oflared up for all
living members of the Church, whe-
ther just or sinners. It may be said
for the just in order that the virtue
may abound the more; for sinners in
order thet they may be converted
from the evil of their ways. Matters
become more complicated when we
consider those without the pale. - We
may class these upder the head of
excommunicated and those who

ne-
ver belonged to, the Church. '
m&dm are . of

two kinde—those who 4re tolerated
'those that are to be avoided,

' of- Catholic. theo-
that it s

the holy sacrifice for thelr conver-

sion. 1t hls.chnrit_v prompts him to
apply to such deluded persons the
fruits of the morning oblation, the

Church will not interfere with
pious intention.

We may, of course, offer up the holy
sacrifice of the Mass for the convers

ion of those who were never of the
ﬂousehold of the faith. St. Paul
called publicly upon his hearers to
pray for ‘‘all men—for kings and all
who were  exalted.” Now, among
those who reigned and were seated in
high places in St. Paul’'s day were
many who were never in communion
with the Church. At the Mass
Good Friday the Church prays

his

on
for

nearly everybody. So much for the
living.

The Church recognizes three classes
among the dead—the saints, the

damned and the souls in Purgatory.

The saints do not need the fruit of
the Mass. They have nothing ‘to
gain—no sins to expiate. We may
offer Masses for them, but not for

their help. The damned are bey®nd
help. Their works follow them, and
they cannot repent.

Mass cannot be publicly offered up
for those who are solemnly excom-
municated, and who die without hav-
ing shown any repemtance or having
been absolved either before or after
death. The priest may, according to
a most probable opinion, say private
Masses for dead heretics and schis-
matics. Public Masses for them are
prohibited, since
would make the  weak and illogical
conciude that all forms: of religion
are equally good. Don't get excom-
municated: don’t go into schism;
don’t be a heretic, and then you can
count upon. the suflrages of the
Church after death,

o Such  a practice

The Coming Crash in Russia.

In a vigorous article in the North
American Review, the veteran cham-
pion of political liberty, Karl Blind,
discusses ‘“The coming crash fin Rus-
sia.”” He pours scorn upon Pobie-
donostseff, whom he holds up to op-
probrium as ‘‘Russia’s grand inquisi-
tor,” and ‘‘the clerficatist Tartufle,’’
because that dignitary has consist-
ently used his influence with the
weak-minded Czar to prevent him
from heeding the just damands of his
people, As proving that the dissa-
tisfaction with the autocracy is deep-
seated and confirmed, Prof. Blind re-
fers to the armed outbreak against
the government %in 1825, and he gives
an account of the noblemen and army
officers who were Involved in that un-
successful attempt to establish de-
cenit rule in Russia, Now. however,
circumstances are more propitious to
the popular cause; and the discontent
is much more widespread, as is indi-
cated by the various events to which
Prof. Blind alludes; and he declares
that, look wherever we may, the
wals of the great prison-house, call-
ed the Czar's empire are showing
cracks and signs of crumbling. Re-
ferring to the public sentiment in
Russia toward the war now waging,
Prof. Blind says :

“Until lately the Russian land ow-
ner was rather averse to ideas of
Political opposition. The war has
roused him. His laborers are taken
from him by mrilitary mobilization.
The wages he has to pay rise corres--
dingly in the absence of sufficient

P

|hands. ' His produce cammot be dis-

Posed of, as the army admi inistration
has m_ hold of all the reilway
trains. There is & dangerous fermen-
tation among: the peasantry, fthreat-
ening the lile amd the property of
the land-owner, = Industry, too, is

10,830 PLEDGES,

b
Results of a Month's Work by the

« ¢ English Father Mathew '
in Australia,”

““When Father Hays returned to
Melbourne on Saturday,’’ says
Advocate, of that city, ‘‘his few days
in the country districts had yielded
him 3822 pledges, making a total
of 15,885 since his arrival dast
month. On his way to the country
he was met at various railway sta-
tions, as' thé train was passing
through, by crowds of people, with
priests and Protestant Ministers, who
welcomed him to Australia and wish-
ed his work God-speed.’”

From the above it is evident that
the wonderful success achieved ‘Imv
England and Ireland by ‘‘the English
Father Mathew,’”” as Father Hays is
called, is being duplicated in Austra-
lia. There is an account of one of
the meetlings held in the last-named
country :

“At Castlemaine he addressed in
the new Town Hall the largest as-
sembly ever seen in the district. Over
1200 persons were present, and hun-
dreds were turned away from ‘the
doors. The Mayor, who presided,
supported by the clergy of all deno-
minations and all the leading towns-
people, said he was delighted to see
such a great audience to hear go fine
a man as Father Hays, who was one
of the greatest leaders against the
greatest ememy that had ever
threatened the manhood of the world,

“It was a unioue sight when Fa-
ﬂn_»r Hays, amid such surroundings,
came forward in his Roman cassock,
and the scene was yet more remark-
able when the vast audience arose
and cheered and tdemonstrated’ théfr
welcome. He declared himself #:Ceg-
tholic priest who had devoted his
life to the work of saving his fel-
lowmen from the curse and slavery
of intemperance. e made on earn-
est appeal for personal total abstin-
ence, and 550 persons took the
pledge.”’

In St. Mary’s Church at Kyneton
the great audience assembled inolud-
ed Rev. Canon Bishop, of St. Paul's
Church of England; Rev, A. Bishop,
and many adherents of other churches.
Later a “‘citizens’ reception’” was
held in a public hall at Kyneton,
The place was ‘‘packed to the doors
fully one hour before the time ~gpt
nounced for the proceedings to com-
mence. Gallerfes, passages and emn-
trances were all crowded, and large
numhers were unable to obtain an
entrance. It was a wonderful . ga-
thering of all creeds and classes, The
Catholic priests, clergy ‘of the
Church of England, Wesleyan, Metho-
dist and Presbyterian ministers. were
present. Wather Hays spoke for ons

about 500 persons.’
S —————

Convent of Sto. Genovievs Burnad Down

A shadow was cast over Good I“rl-
day for people of Montreal '

neighborhood by the news of '-bn.ﬁ‘lr

convent of Ste. Geneyieve,
ter, ten pupils, and four o
were the victims, ¢t
. Of the convent itself, nothing
remains but a heap of ruins,
nuns were driven from their beds !
night attire, and ail their world
Possessions  peristied in the flase
The Superioress and the little
of Bisters found refuge in"the
le ‘Dr. Tadou

to & hogpi
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the /

hour and administered the pledge to:

astrous fire with loss of lt[g_dﬁ"%\
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