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tute a strong Board. Their subordinate officials
include several gentlemien who were also members
of these commissions, notably, William Barber, of
Terenan, who is rapidly taking high rank as an

arbiter in agricultural questions ; A. M. Prain,
who is understood to be an expert in poultry
matters ; and James Dunlop, l11allhouse, I'en-

wick, who is an excellent judge of Ayrshire cattle
and Border Leicester sheep, and a resolute pioneer
of the Milk Record movement among Ayrshire
cattle-breeders, and the development of the com-
mercial value of Ayrshires. We are also getting
a Scottish Land Court, and, although meanwhile
its duties are restricted to holdings 50 acres in
extent and under, the principle of a Land Court
has been embodied in legislation of Great Britain,
and there will doubtless be developments along
that line. (Canadian readers will observe from
these things that, agriculturally, the Old Country
is on the move. Invitations have also been issued
to Candidates for the vacant office of Secretary
of the Highland and Agricultural Society. James
Macdonald, who has filled that oflice with great

distinction for twenty years, has been compelled,
Where his

on account of ill-health, to resign.
successor may be found is at present a moot
point. Among candidates whose names have

reached the public, there is none of such outstand-
ing merit as to make the appointment a cer-
tainty.

GOOD PRICES FOR BULLS.

Turning to other matters, we have had a re-
markably successful series of spring bull sales.
There has been an improved demand for the two
leading breeds, the Shorthorn and the Aberdeen-
Angus, and notably high individual prices and im-
proved averages have been recorded. J. D. Mec-
Gregor, Brandon, Man., did a good deal to make
the Aberdeen-Angus trade lively. He operated at
Perth to useful purpose. The highest price for
females was £231, and the hichest prices for bulls
were £278 bs., £241 10s., £220 10s., and £199
10s. The highest herd average stood at the
credit of Ballindalloch, which had £130 0s. 6d.
for six bulls ; Doonholm, which had £119 14s.
for three, and Harviestoun, which had £112 10s.
6d. for six ; 499 yearling bulls made the splendid
average of £31 16s. 4d., or a rise on last year's
figure of about £3 per head. These figures were,
however, eclipsed by those recorded for Shorthorns
in the following week. Lord Lovat got £924 for
Broadhooks Cardinal, and the Iarl of Moray got
£819 for Doune Regent. Both of these were
bought for the Argentine. The first-prize bull,
Maurice of Cluny, was also bought for the Argen-
tine, his price being £577 10s., and another from

the same herd, Max of Cluny, went to William
Duthie, of Collynie, at £483. The average price
of the (luny cattle first-prize group of three was
£369 12s. The best averages al the sale were
these : Doune 1l,odge, for three, £290 17s.; Beau
fort Castle, for four, £252 15s Od.: Cluny Castle,

for seven, (175 7s Polmaise, for two, 144
7s. G6d.; Jackstoun, for three, ¢1t1 1s.; and Dun-
glass, for six, €125 13s. Altogether, 37 Short
horn bulls made an average of £45 13s. 1d., an
advance on the figure for 1011 of £6 3s
come within
The best

Our ofther two breeds  do not

measurable distance ol these figures.

price made by a Galloway bull was 75 gs., or
€72 1hHs., and the best price made by a Highland
bull was C£67, the average for seventy head of
these being £23 56s. 1d The dilference between
the early-maturing hreeds and those which are

harder to ripen for the butcher is thus very
(tood bulls are making plenty of money
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THE FARMER’'S ADVOCATE.

Indeed,

the legs for the Canadian export trade.
by the

the impression made upon us this year
Shire Horse Show, which we had not visited  for
several years, was that the tendency to travel in
the Clydesdale direction of cleaner limbs and
harder, flintier bone has heen ckecked, and that
there is a distinct tendency to revert to the older
type of hairy-legged, soft-boned horses. Duns-
more Chessie, the champion mare, is a typical
chestnut Shire. She has many good points, and
well deserved her victory.

The Hackney Show brought out nothing new.
The championship in all classes and sections went
The Mathias

to the same animals as in 1911,
stallion ;

horse, King's Proctor, was champion
Beckingham ILady Grace was champion mare, and
the same ponies were champions as in 1911. In
the produce groups, the champion sire alike for
horses in the breeding

horses in harness and
scored very heavily..

classes was Polonius. He
ITe and Mathias, as is generally known, are sons
of the celebrated l.ondon champion mare Ophelia,
certainly the most wonderful mare for combined
merit and breeding success which the Hackney
breed has ever produced. The champion pony
sire was easily I'ireboy, which, for the third year
in succession, won the first prize as the sire of
the hest group of three ponies. Tle is now owned
bv Mr. S. Miller, Gallowhill, Paisley; and as
Mathias also finds his home in Scotland, we have
a big share of the credit for breeding the best

Hackney horses and ponies.
«“ SCOTTLAND YET.”

HORSES. -

Yider and Driver, from the New
York Sun, cites a case where, with equal dis-
tances to travel, a fire engine drawn by three
horses, in New York City, beat a new automobile
engine to a fire by a block and a half, while the
automobile tender was still a block behind. Both
companies knew thev had a race, and the winning
of the horses is significant. The horse is gener-
ally considered the most reliable, and, with such
speed demonstrations, should have little trouble
in retaining a place on the fire brigades of the

A report in

large cities.

The horse at work requires a diet richer in
protein than the animal on a maintenance ration.

and thus a narrower nutritive ratio in the ration
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the work required of the digestive tract to pre
pare the food for assumilation. llere is a good
reason for increasing  the cgrain ration to the
horses during heavy spring work. All their energy
is required for work outside the body, and as lit
tle as possible should be used in the work of i
gestion. Ioliminate, as far as possible, the ind
gestible, coarse, fibrous materials from the ration.
The smaller the quantity of this material in the
feed, the less the work of digestion. This must
be considered at this season. We cannot, how
ever, be governed in our feeding by this fact ex
clusively, because, as a eeneral rule, a  stated
amount of digestible matter can he obtained, at
less expense, from the coarser fodders, like hay;
but, during strenuous work, when the horse has
scarcely time to properly masticate and digest
his feed before being rushed back to the field, in
creasing the grain ration and decreasing the
roughage fed, seems to be the logical proceeding

Aid to Thoroughbred Stallions.

The Federal Government, through the l.ive-
stock Commissioner and Veterinary Director-Gen-
eral, announces that the policy initiated in 1911
by the Department of Agriculture, with reference
to the granting of aid, under certain conditions,
to the owners of Thoroughbred stallions, is gener-
ally meeting with approval, and is accomplishing,
in part, at least, the objects sought when th
policy was undertaken.
owing to the rigid conditions imposed, it is en
couraging those maintaining really high-class
horses, and is serving to organize the system of
breeding followed in different communities where
Thoroughbred stallions are located. The stimulus
given, in this manner, to the use of Thoroughbred
blood will, it is believed, lead to an improvement
in the light-horse stock of the country. Thor
oughbred stallions, if really good individuals,
may be expected to exert sueh an influence in the
development of Canadian horses for saddle and
harness use, as is greatly needed and greatly to
be desired. The premium placed upon quality,
soundness and prepotency, through the grants
awarded by the Department, is serving to check
the use of unsuitable sires, and is tending to con-
serve a tvpe of Thoroughbred, the utility of
which is beyond question.

While, as perhaps should be stated, it is not
the intention of the Department to encourage the
breedine of Thoroughbred horses or to develop a
type in light
horses approxi-

mating closely to
that of the Thor-
oughbred, there s
no question but
that a strong in-

fusion of Thor-
ounghbred blood in
the light - legeed
mares of the
conntry will be of
inestimable  value
in improving the
quality of the
stock got from
them by stallions
of the various
li g ht - harness

breeds.
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urtider which assistance will he Tiven are as fol-
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1 A1 horses on account of which aid is given
Ly the Departinent must be registered in the Thor-
oughbred Studbook of  the Canadian National
L.ive-Stock Llecord:
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