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QUEER CONVEYANCES.
Our little ones in the conn- 

| try may have smiled to see a 
chicken mounted on the old 
hen’s back while she sat sun
ning herself in the yard 
Perhaps the young thing 
with few feathers sang a soit 
“ Cree-cree," to tell that he 
enjoyed his position. At 
night he would better like to 
be brooded undtr the mother 
wings.

When Biddy got upon her 
feet and went marching on, 
off tumbled chick. Now he 
must use his own legs or be 
left behind. Those bits of 
legs may well be weary 
sometimes with long jour
neys about the farm.

Une or two species of birds 
are known to lly long distances, 
carrying their young on their 
backs.

Small birds take passage across 
the Mediterranean Sea on the 
backs of large and stronger ones. 
They could nottiy so far. Their 
strength would give out, and they 
would drop in the water and 

| drown.
Along the northern shore ofthe 

1 sea, in autumn, these little birds 
1 assemble, to wait the coming of 
1 cranes from the North, as people 
I wait for the train at a railway
■ station.

With the first cold blast the
■ cranes arrive, flock after flock.
■ They fly low over the cultivated
■ fields. They utter a peculiar cry,
■ as of warning or calling. It an-
■ swers the same purpose as the 
1 ringing ofthe bell when the train

is about to start.
The snr&ll birds understand it 

So. They get excited. They 
] hasten aboard, scrambling for

the finest palaces in ancient 
Rome were soon covered 
with soot and filth. It was 
impossible to keep them 
clean. The mosaics and the 
paintings on the walls soon 
became discolored. In the 
castles of England and 
France it was still worse. 
Here the huge fire blazed in 
the centre of the great hall. 
The smoke covered the roof 
with black drapery, and the 
savage knights and squires 
were forced either to endure 
the cold, or to live and 
breathe in an air that was 
dangerous to sight, health, 
and life itself. — Harper's 
Young People.

CHIMNEYS: THEIR HIS
TORY.

Chimneys seem so natural to us 
that we ‘orgetthat there wasa time 
when they were unknown. They 
were invented about the same 
time with clocks and watches. 
No house in ancient Rome or 
Athens had them. The Greeks 
and Homans heated their rooms 
with hot coals in a dish, or by 
flues underneath the floor. The 
smoke passed out by the doors 
and windows. You could always 
tell when a Roman was about to 
give a dinner party by the clouds 
of smoke that came out of the 
kitchen windows. It must have 
been very unpleasant for the 
cooks, who had to do their work 
in the midst of it.

The tall chimneys that rise 
OVer the tops of the houses in New 
York and Brooklyn, pouring out 
their clouds of smoke, would have 
seemed miracles to our ancestors 
a few centuries ego. Even the

I places. The first to come get the pipe of a steamer or the chimney
a î v < v... -v ............. i ,i ii1 best seats. If the passengers are 
Itoo many, some will have to flit 
] back to the hedges till the next 
I train. How they chatter good-

of a kerosene lamp they would 
have thought wonderful. In 
England, in the time ofthe Con
queror (1006 , the lire was built

■ byes,—those who go and those ion a clay floor or in a hole or pit
■ who stay. in the largest room of the house.

No tickets have they, but all The smoke passed through an
■the same they are conveyed sale1 
|ly. Doubtless the great birds 
■like this warm covering for their 
■ backs. In this way the small 
■birds pay their fare. And it is 
these last who must be out in the 
wet if it storms.

The little passengers are of dif- 
J ferent species, like Americans, 
] Irish, Germans, and Chinese 

travelling together in cars or 
steamships. Their journey takes 
them through the air, high above 
the wide sweep of waters. They 
are close companions on the way.

By and by they reach the beau
tiful South country. There they 
build nests and sing sw'eetly, as 
they build here and sing for us in 
[>ur happy summer-time.

Indeed, God cares for the spar
rows.—Cur Little Ones.

Dost thou love life ? then do 
not squander time, for that is the 
tuff life is made of.—Franklin.

opening in the roof. At night a 
cover was placed over the coals 
Everybody wras by law obliged 
to cover up his tire when the bell 
rang at a certain hour. In 
French this wras cuuvre-feu, and 
hence the word “ curfew" bell.

Chimneys began to be used 
generally in England in the be
ginning of the reign of Elizabeth. 
No one knows whoinvented them, 
or when they first came into use. 
We find them first in Italy. 
In Venice they seem to have 
been not uncommon as eariy as 
1347. In 1368 they had long 
been in use at Padua. They 
were at first built very wide and 
large, so that they could be easily 
cleaned. The wide chimney- 
pieces of some of our older houses 
are very curious.

But as time passed on chim
neys were made taller, narrow, 
and often crooked. When they 
had to be cleaned it was custom
ary to send boys up into them to

remove the soot and ashes. It 
was then that the saddest stories 
were told of the little sweeps 
who were forced to climb up the 
narrow flues, and come down 
torn, bleeding, and covered with 
soot. These poor creatures, who 
were often not more than seven 
or eight years old, were some
times suffocated in the foul chim
neys they attempted to clean. 
When they reached the top they 
were expected to look out and 
give a loud shout. No boy 
would ever become a chimney
sweep ftom choice, and they were 
often driven to climb the chim
neys by the fear of a whipping. 
The crueltv of the master-sweeps 
was fearfuf.

The little chimney-sweeper 
has passed away. His place is 
taken by a patent broom and a 
colored operator. Chimneys are 
built two and three hundred feet 
high. In Birmingham, England, 
one fell down recently on a large 
factory, killing and wounding 
thirty or forty workmen and 
others. The tallest chimney in 
New York is that of the Steam
heating Company.

The chimney is one of the 
most useful of inventions. We 
can not well understand how the 
Greeks and Romans did without 
it. But with us it is everywhere. 
Our lamps would never burn 
without a chimney ; our steam
boats and engines would be help
less without it ; our factories are 
moved by it; it v^arms our houses, 
and gives employment to thou
sands of people.

In the days before chimneys 
were invented men lived in 
clouds of smoke. The walls of

THE SWEARER REPROVED 
BY A CHILD.

Some little children were sit
ting one day on the steps of a 
door singing, as they often do, 
some of their favorite hymns. 
They were suddenly surprised by 
a half-drunken man, who came 
up to them, and, uttering an oath, 
said—

“ Does your master teach you 
nothing but singing those foolish, 
hymns?”

“ Yes," said a sharp little fel
low, about six years of age; "he 
tells us it is wicked to swear."

The poor worthless man seem
ed ashamed of his conduct, and 
passed on without further remark.

THE RESTORED TEETH
In the Messenger of Nov. 1st, 

it will be remembered, were giv
en a number of sac- d pictures 
offered by the Japanet> to their 
gods in gratitude for their de
liverance from some evil. One 
of these pictures with its story 
was crowded out of that number 
and we give it now.

This woman and her husband 
have suffered terribly from tooth
ache. The softest food made them 
jump with pain. But, thanks to 
their gods, they have not only re
covered, but are so strong in their 
mouths that they can hold between 
the teeth, without a pang, a four
pronged anchorof a Japanese junk. 
Why the husband has painted 
only his wife with this trial in her 
mouth we caunottell.

Be not simply good—be good 
for something.—Thureau.

THE RESTORED TEETH.


