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A Look Ahead

o {E scarcest thing I know of," wrole back a
T farmer's don from “over there,” “is pastur-
age in France. It a cow found a blade of
grass she's faint—but then, there aren't any cows.”
‘Well, that Is going a little strong. There are still
cows In France, several hundred thousand of them
in Yact. That the cow population of France has
been seriously reduced, however, the most conserv-
ative authorities agree. Even so responsible a per-
son as Carl Vrooman, Assistant Secretary of Agri-
culture for the United States, after considering the
world situation, penned the following:

“There Is no type of farming that has so bright
& fature as dairying. Dairy herds of the old world
are depleted to an appalling degree. There is not
& country in Europe where the people have enough
dairy products, and this process of depletion will
continue on as long as the war lasts, When the
war is finished we will find the world with a de-
mand for dairy products two-fold, fourfold, ten-fold
greater than the supply. Europe will come to us
with outstretched hands, every country in BEurope
will say to us: ‘We must have milk; give us canned
milk; give us dry milk; give us butter;
give us cheese; give us dairy cattle; give us animals
to bulld up our dairy herds again’ And unless
Americs has stimulated the production of dairy pro-
ducts, and has increased the supply of dairy animals
far peyond anything in the past, we will be utterly
unable to supply this demand.”

This is merely another way of stating that the
after war demand will be greater for the finished
products of the farm than for the raw products and
all signs point to the correctness of this conclusion.
Probably Mr. Vrooman overestimates the future de-
mand but he is headed ih the right direction. Great
Britain has always been the world's greatest impor-
ter of wheat and other grains. During the war grain
production in Britain has made tremendous strides
and it is estimated that this year the home grown
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market to graln exporting countries will have been
seriously reduced. Other Huropean nations, with
population reduced by war and famine, will rapidly
overtake their grain requirements.

But the re-establishment of the live stoc™: industry
and particularly of the dairy industry, will take years
where the of grain on &
normal scale will require but months. As we have
stated many times before a long look ahead cannot
but encourage the dairyman to maintain his breed-
ing herd intact.

Representative Government
UR so-called representative government does not
always represent. A cage in point is the way
in which our Federal Government handled the
question of titles. The great majority of Canadian
people would like to see titles abolished, at least 50
per cent. of us are not anxious to have the insignias
of autocracy distributed in our democratic land.
L s at Ottawa the sentl-
ments of thelr constituents and were prepared to vote
titles into oblivion. The Prime Minister interfered.
He tlireatened to resign if the matter was passed.
He gave the members no choice. Their decision is

& matter of history.

Did we have direct legislation such an incident
would not be like.; to occur. A plank in favor of

“Direct Legisiation it found in the piatform of the

organized farmers of Cangda. Its instruments are
the Initiative, Referendum and Recall. Had we Di-
rect Legislation In Canada the people could. settle
this question of titles for themselves. They would
take the initiative by cireulating a petition which
would demand that the Govérnment either abolish
titles or submit the question to the people themselves
in the form of a referendum. We could circulate
such a petition at present but the Government would
not be under any obligation to submit the referen-
dum. With Direct Legislation they would be obliged
to. Under the Recall we could in a similar manner
force r who are not factory to us
to resign and stand for re-elect!. n. This would make
a big difference just now in reference to the Military
Service Act

Direct Legislation, once on the statute books, would
need to be invoked but seldom. The knowledge that
the people had the power of Initiative and recall
would make legislators more representative and legis-
lation more demotratic. We would never have such
a spectacle as we had at Ottawa recently when the
House of Commons acted in opposition to the well-
known will of the Canadian people.

The Reconstruction Association
HE youngest child of the Canadian Manufac-
turers’ Association and the natural successor
of the Home Markets' League, the Canadian
A has at last
been launched with branches at Toronto and Mont-
real. Already the new organization has been under
fire and in the discussion that has ensued, it has
become more and more evident, as was intimated in
Farm and Dairy when its prospectus was first issued,
that the one and only object of the new assoclation
is to defend the privileges of the manufacturers, par-
ticularly the p tarifl. The of the
new association will also be felt in opposition to any
attempt to place on the manufscturing industry any
great proportion of that after war taxation that will
have to be levied directly. Just where the manufac-
tarers desire to see these direct taxes placed, is indi-
cated by the utterances of their leading newspaper
supporter, which Is already educating its readers to
belleve that the farmers are not paying their fair
share of tederal tazation. Apparently, If the new
organization is allowed to dictate our reconstruction
policies, the farmers of Canada will not only have
to struggle along under a greater tariff handica,
than 1s now imposed, and which Is heavy emough in

all truth, but will be subjected to heavy direct taxa- -

tion as woll.

We know from past experience just how influen-
tial such an as the Canad

can be at Ottawa. The

grains will meet four-ifths of British
This increased grain production will not cease with
the conclusion of peace and the value of the British

only safeguard of the farmer Is further organisation.
Privilege has organized to attain all of the advantages

that have enabled privilege holders to fatten at the
public expense for more years than we care to re
member. It we would oppose their organization suc.
cesstilly we must enroll in the organized farmery
movement, not 75,000 farmers, but hundreds of thoy.
sands. Not till then can we hope to wield the infly.
ence that will compel legislatures to give just con.
sideration to our demands. The activity of our o)
pozents should be our greatest incentive to still grea.
er organizing efforts than we have displayed evey
in the iast three years

The G.W.V.A, and the Y.M.C A,

HE Great War Veterans' Assoclation, during o

recent convention, made serious eharges as |

abuses in the administration of YM.CA. fungy
in France. Several returned veterans indignanily
declared that they had never received any of the freq
drinks, food and tobacco which the association clajmy
it distributes to the troops, and a motion of censurs
on the YM.C.A. was passed unanimously. As thy
Y.M.CA. will be coming back to the Canadian jeopls

for further funds it the war continues for another
year, It is tics that these s b
cleared up:

In judging the issue between the Great Wur Vei.
erans’ Association and the Young Men's Christisg
Association, the public should bear in mind that the
growth of the war efforts of the latter association tn
its present dimensions has occurred within the past
two years. Although the Y.M.C.A. has operated oven
seas from the very beginning of the war, its first ao
tivities were severely limited and wholly experimen.
tal. Tt is quite possible, therefore, that mem bers of
the G.W.V.A,, who served during the early monthy

of the war, did not recelve free drinks or food Last
year, however, the cost of free drinks, writing ma
terial, free entertalnment of all kinds, equipment,

athletics, ete., was $500,000. The cost of operations
in Baglend and France were in the same period aboot
$725,000, and this has since been increased to 5100000
& month. Prices of articles purchased In Y1.CA,
canteens are governed by the military authorities
and the Y.M.C.A. is not allowed to undersell the regu
lar army canteens. Any profits made In these can
teens are absorbed in helping to meet the Licavy de
ficits incurred by the free services already mention
ed. Letters received from all of tbe onetime mem.
bers of Farm and Dairy staff, who are now serving
in France, speak highly of the work of the Y MCA
Several branches of the G.W.V.A. have gone on ree
ord as disapproving of the Hamilton resolution. The
public may rest assured that no error has been made
in providing the means whereby the work of ihe Red
Triangle amonget the soldiers may be continued aad
extended.

Dry Pastures
OWS in Bastern Canada are now wading lots of
C them, knee deep in pasture. Frequen: showen
are keeping the grass growing and the pros
pect for pastures this summer seems bright It i
not wise, however, to become too enthusiastic over
the outlook as a dry spell later in the summer might
We can several

and the latter part of the season was charucterised
by severe drouth. It always pays to play cafo sad
to # necessary.
1t is not too late yet to seed a mixture of peas aad
oats for feeding, 1t the sofl
has been well worked earlier ln the season and the
moisture conserved. The early varieties of corn, If
planted now, will make good fall Teed; and seed of
these early varieties may mow be freely |mported
from the United States, the embargo having been
lifted. Greystone turnips for fall feeding may b
from
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farming on & large scale.
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prey,
Where wealth sceumulate
decay.”
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