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FARM AND DAIRY
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i ANENT RECIPROCITY

/ Farmer Opposes Reciprocity

Editor, Farm and Dairy,—It is

sther surprising to read in Farm
wud Dairy, to which as a purely agri.
ultural paper we are accustomed to
ook for impartial opinions, such
sed arguments in favor of recipro-

Listen to the conversations on
lio streets, in the markets, the coun-
try stores, and blacksmith shops, and
sou will need no further assurance
that you are not voicing the senti-
wents of the majority.

The most apt comparisen 1 have
seen is that which compares the reci-
procity  terms offered us by the
Americans to the Trojan horse,
Everybody knows the story of the
trategy resorted to Ly the Greeks
after their vain attempts to take the
ity of ‘troy. They built an enormeus
horse, in  which were concealed
numerous warriors, and presented it
to the enemy. The unsuspecting
Irojans took the “‘gift’" into the city,
and in the might were attacked by
the concealed soldiers, and Troy fell
It is just such a bargain we are being
ofiered now, and to those who re.
member what our mneighbors have
been te us in the past the old Trojan
proverb holds good: “I fear the
Gireeks, even bearing gifts!”

AS IT AFFEOTS THE FARMER

It is hard to see the great advan
tage which would accrue to the far
mer under the proposed measure—
our exceptional horse market in the
West would be practically surrendered
to the Americans. Our hog market
would be ruined, as a ybody can see
who compares the average yearly
market reperts of C cago and Mon.
treal.  We hardly appreciate the
privilege of being allowed to send our
wheat into u country which has al
ready a considerable surplus of that
commodity to export. The conmyn
ment  of Chicago eggs which even
under the existing tariff conditions
slumped the Montreal market the
other day, is a striking illustration
of the future of that industry under
the proposed change. Small wonder
the vegetalle growers are up in arms
at the prospect, to say nothing of the
Niagara fruit growers, who see ruin
staring them in the face, because
when they went to ask Justice from
their country, their Premier told
them they were “too late.”

There are many cother aspects of
the case to be considered. The auda
oty of two men, unsupported by
mandate of the people, and without
even consulting the other 280 odd
members of the House, taking upon
themselves to draw up a trade com.
puct which surrenders all our natural
resources, is unparalleled.

A ORUSHING BLOW

Mybody can see that a measure
which deals such a crushing blew to
our manufacturers cannot help injur.
ing the man who feeds the f

eigner” and a “stranger,” his atti
tude is more easily explained.

LOSS OF NATIONAL SELF-RESPECT

I fail to see the pecuniary advan-
tages this measure would bring us;
Lut were we to derive me nary
benefits unlimited it would be a poor
return for the loss of our self-respect.
Mr. E. B. Biggar says: “The history
of the rise and fall cf the Empires of
the past furnishes us with too many
sad evidences that the nation whose
pelicy is swayed first and last by
trade considerations is running its
train into a broken bridge.” In a
letter written on this same subject in
1887, Col. Fred Dennison says: 'l
fail to see why we should throw in
our lot with a people who produce
more bank thieves and embezzlers
than any other pecple on the globe;
a people who care so little for the
sanctity of the marriage vow, that
100 divorces have granted in
one city in a day. To do so would
be national suicide. The appeals in
favor of commercial union are all ad-
dressed to the pocket, and you
gentleme;
my countrymen would sell everything
dear to them for money. Believe me,
you entirely misunderstand my
people.”

Col

Dennison’s words may Le aptly
d to the present situation, and
faith in his fellow countrymen
would be borne out by the acticn of
Mr. German and the other self.
sacrificing men who see this is no
time for party oconsiderations to
weigh in the same balance with na
tional issues. And in this they have
the bulk of patriotic Canadians at
their backs.- {'u\lrs truly,
R. E. BIRDSALL.
Peterboro Co., Ont

Note.—In the foregeing letter Mr
Birdsall has given a strong presenta-
tion of the arguments used by the
opponents of reciprocity. As most of
these arguments have been already
answered in Farm and Dairy, no ex-
tensive itation is here needed.
That the great majority of farmers
are in favor of the agreement is
proven conclusively by the resclutions
passéd almost unanimously by all the
Important farmers' organisations of
both eastern and western Canada
Wo must abo disagree with Mr.
Birdsall when he olaims that by the
agreement we will lose our national
and imperial self-respect. If a Joss
of such self-respect follows on larger
trade we must have lost a lot of it
in the last few years. In 1907 our
total trade with Great Britain was
$98,085,000, and with the United
States $06,740,000. In 1010 our total
trade with Great Britain had in-
creased to $284,819,000, but with the
United States the incresse was to
$321,702,000. At the same time, in
spite of tho great increase of our
trade with the United States, there
has been a steady growth in Canadian
and Imperial sentiment, The ques-
tion of our trade relations is an econ.
omic question purely, and if it will
nldd to the presperity of our farmers

turer and his thousands of employees.
Our friend, Mr. Drury, objects to
contributing to the making of Ca:
dian  millionaires.  The American
tos will doubtedly appreci

Mr. Drury's preference and his
efforts on ‘their behalf. If we are
placed under the sway of the Ameri.
can combines—the Chicago beef trust
of unsavery reputation, for instance

he will have ample opportunity to
appreciate his blessings.

It is almost unanimously conceded
that the proposed measure would be
olmost fatal to Imperial preference.
That the Premier of this country
should support, nay instigate, such a
Mmeasure seems increditle. But when
“¢ remember the man who in an un.
guarded moment exposed his hand

the proposed r P ity

should receive the support of all in-
telligent citizens.

Mr. Birdsall does not see the
pecuniary advantages to follow reci-
procity. comparison of arket
quotations should convinee au, ne of
the advantages of fres entry to
United States markets, Cheese, which
sold in Canada last year at an aver-
age price of 10% cents, averaged 1434
cents in the United States, Barley
will bring at least 80 ocents more
under reciprocity. Already the price
has gone up 10 cents under the in-
fluence of the prospects of free entry
to the United States markets. Beans
aro 25 to 45 cents higher in the
United States than in Canada. What
a boon a free entry to U States

and called Lerd Dundonald s “for-

markets would be o the bean growers
of Southwestern Ontario, who even

who advocate it, talk as if |

now, handicapped by the tariff, sell
their beans in the United States.
Peas are 20 cents higher. Potatoes
seldom go below Canadian prices, and
quite frequently are 100 per cent.
higher The potato market of the
England States would mean the
regeneraticn of agriculture in many
sections of the Maritime provinces.
0 compare prices of hogs on Mon-
treal and Chicago markets is ob-
viously unfair. As well might we
compare prices on Toronto and Mon
treal markets and then condemn Ou-
taric farmers for not shipping to the
latter market. The difference comes
in freight rates. The only true com-
parison is between hog prices on such

(Concluded on page %)

Books on Alfalfa

The Book of Alfalfa
by Coburn, Price $2.00
Alfalfa in America
by Jos. E. Wing, Price $2.50
Worth their weight in Gold. Hand-

somely bound, large books. You
ought to have one or both ot them,

BOOK DEPT,
FARM & DAIRY
PETERBORO, . .
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IF_YOU HAVE 50 LOADS

OF HAY

this summer would it pay you to

handle them in the old fashioned way
when a Louden Junior Sling Car with
Centre Trip Slings would enable you

to mow them a
less time.
time and labor,

We make a full line of Hay Tools,
Barn Door Hangers, Litter Carriers,
Stalls, etc.

Write for our catalogue,

Louden Machinery Co.

GUELPH, ONT.
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