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ate friend. This is what Ananias also does (Acts 
ix. 13-16).

When God has purified the conscience for us by 
His perfect grace, the interests of Jesus are ours. 
Jesus is no longer our judge ; He has taken our 
sins, He has united us to Himself, having taken 
our cause in hand. Instead of seeing in Jesus our 
judge, we see in Him a friend. Instead of being 
affrighted at Christ, we are full of confidence in 
Him, because we are assured of His love. There 
is in the heart a complete change.

The reasoning of Paul was true, as we see in 
1 Timothy i. 15. God had prepared Paul in that 
he had been the greatest enemy of the Lord Jesus, 
and chief of sinners ; because if Paul had spoken 
of other things than God’s righteousness by faith 
and man’s perfect pardon on believing God’s testi
mony concerning His Son, his mouth must have 
been closed.

Peter was prepared by denying Christ, which is 
even worse than being His enemy. That closed his 
mouth for every other thing than preaching grace. 
They had, the one and the other, a profound convic
tion of sin. If we would be strong and bear testi
mony to grace, we need to have the sense of the 
evil whence God has taken us up. If the occasion 
presents itself, we can speak before men of our sins, 
provided that all has been laid clearly before God. 
The Christian converts at Ephesus, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, brought their books of magic 
and confessed all their actions. If the love of God is
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