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Propitiation is atoncment from the divine point
of view, giving us the Godward aspect of the
finished work of Christ,  Literally, the word
means *'to appease and render favorable one who
is offended; to conciliate.”  In theology, it
means ““the removal of e judicial displeasure of
God;™ in Scripture, the appeasing of God's wrath
by rendcring full and adequate satisf. ction for
sin.

Let it be remembered that the very character
of God,—those attributes which are aschangeless
as the eternal laws, demand this, by far the most
important feature of the great work ot atoncment.
The supreme thought in the mind of Chirist when
redeeming a lost world was ot the need of the
race, but the glory of God, ever kecping before
him the requirements of His thrice Lholy nature,
Henee, we find the burnt offering placed first
among the types, in which there is o thought of
sin, but the love, obedience, atd devotion of the
Son, told ont in language far bevond e range
of human intellect; having m it & voree which
the Father's heart alone conld interpret—~the
meanivg o a surrendered life, & sacrifice which
ascended as sweetest fragrance before the throne.

If man is 10 be redeemed, God suust be glorfied
in it it must be e keeping with tie clanus of
divine boliness, and ntlexible ; N AL Over
every act of s brief human lue, tae supretie
devotion to the wili of tue Father was writien in
letters, radiint with lus maichless love, o a
world where God bad been dishorored, there he
would “hosor the Father,"  Wihere Fhis truth
had been despised, there he would defend it,
even before Pilate; where heaven's authority had
heen coudemned, he would recognize-ib in cvery
thought and act; where God's law was broken,
there he would keep the law, and “‘tulfill al
righteousness;"" where His character had been
traduced, he would defend it, ¢ven unto death,

The death of Christ is nowhere mterpreted to

us in all its bearings, as in the ofterings un the
Great Day of Atonement. The two goats will
bring before us with divine precision, the two
important features of Christ's work-—aioneiment
Godward, nd atonement manward.  The goat
on which “‘the Lord's 1ot fell * was slan and the
blood sprinkied seven times before and an the
mercy-scat; the other, called the scape poat wus
“made sin' for Isracl | v the laying on of hands,
and then led away 1nto a place not habited

“The Lord's 1ot was the slain sacrifice with
the sprinkled "locd “inside the veil,” which res
veals the portion God has i the deatis ol Christ—
a portion which would Lold eteraally goud, evea
though man should reap vo Lonetit from it

The “sprinkled blood'™ was for the cye and
heart of Cod, and bas not i at the thonght of
reconciliation,  That bas muan for ats chjeet, this
has Gad; for propitiation has 1o do alone with
God, Itis not sin vor the samner, but God's
attitude toward both, that gives it its true sean-
ing.

Atcnement in this scuse was a  necessity:
eternal justice demanded it; divine holiness re-
quired it,  Righteousness and judgmert are the
establishment of that throne from which the wide
universe is ruled. The maintenance of that
throne was an important feature of Christ's
atoning work. T'he rebellion against the divine
wiil, and the breaking of those laws which em-
body the basic principles of God's governmental
ways, is called transgressions, he was hruised for
our iniquities, ‘Thus, cvery claim of heaven's
throne was vindicated, and justic could demand
no more, now allowing. Mercy to hand out to
the sinner a full pardon on the point of the sword
of justice. *'Blessed is he whose fransgression is
Jorgiven, whose sin is covered."

Trauvsgression is forgiven, but sin must be
covered; and this leads us to consider another
phase of this truth. Atonement in the Old
Covenant meant ‘‘to cover; to cover up.”"  The
inspired Greek, while sustaining this, adds to it
a deeper meaning. The '‘Ark of the Covenant'
was over-laid with a plate of gold, called the

merey-seat, which covered the Ark and its con-
tents—the Book of the Law;the Pot of Manna;
“and Aaron’s Rod that budded,

The plate of gold, because of its typical
significance, was called Kopporeth—a lid, place
ot covering (sin).  The Holy Spirit's interpret-
ation of this type in Hebrew ix:§, is most in-
structive.  He calls it the “*Propitiatory,” com-
Lining the thought of covering and the kind of
covering-—cuch that God is propitiated by it.
Sin must be covered in a way that will hide from
Pdivine Boliness, which as a Yconsuming fire'

wnst, from its very pature, destroy everything

tonched by the “flesh.” The Scripture abund-
antly illustrates this importast truth.  In the
cuse of Koral's sebellion, when the people mur-
wured against Moses and - Aaron they  were
- threatened with sudden destruction, when Moses
said to Aaron.  “Take a censor and put  fire
thercon from off the altar, and put on incense,
“and go gnickly unto the congregation and make
o &n atonement for them, for there s wrath gone
sout peon the Lord;: the plagne is begun,'

|

Aund
' Aaron ran into the midst of the people, put un

{ Bcetse and make an atonement, and  the plague
Pwasstaid, Here it was notman's need, but God's
i watnre that called fur ¢ ~the appeasivg

d's wrath, whicl; cenred thetr redomp

when David numbored Isradd and the
i drawy sword threatencd the destract-
fon of Jerosalem, an altar was bnilt on  the
tareshing flocr Ornan where  David, in
ohedience wthedivine command, offered sacrifice
amd the augel’s hand was staid.

The Publican who were up to the templ

> to

fworship, scemed to understand the meaning of |
to a sinful |

this cssential trath, and its value
fereature in his approach nuto the Holy One of
Isractrtor he prayed, “God be propitiated toward
me, the sinner.”’
In Isaiah we read, **1 have Dlotted ont as a
{ thick cloud thy transgression and as a cloud thy
ins;"" fu Hebrews, Christ Himself, is seen to be
means of blotting out or covering over of sin—
his death for the oot of sin, bis blood for the
frott of i,
The *u
i flment v

seat'’ or “*Propitiatory”* finds ful.
sty Uwhom God hathy set forth to

{ e a propitiation throngh faith in his blood."
! Ba propitiation is not linited by faith,  *If any
man sin we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the rightcous: and he is the

| propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only,
but for the whole world ' Here this truth is seen
i 1o have widest application to the race—to sin as
te, the sin question including root and
i frant, which Chirist engaged to settl at the cross;
cand which was scuthod, oot only to the extent of
: Buman veed, bt acconding to the needs of the
divine nature; nog to the standard of
human conscience, but divine holiness; re hing
not only to the depths of iniguity,  but meeting
all thie domands ot God's throne.,

Wien Christ said, * Now is the jrdgment of
this world, * he had refercnes to the question of
stn with all its bearin gs and relation to the nature,
and moral government of God. By his death,
the career of the “first Adam’' was ended, and
sintwas “judged in the flesh’ and put away; ond
the “last Adam' tiinmphed over death, and his
blood hasan infinite valuz as it spaaks before the
throne,

Through its power God can accomplish all His
eternal counsels of grace. He can redeem the
Church and raise 1t into the highost pesition of
glory and dignity, in spite of the opposing em-
pire of evil.  He can fulfil all His promises made
to Abraham the father of nations.  He can save
and blzss countless millions of the gentiles; He
can restore the wide creation to Edenic beauty
and fruitfulness; He can allow the beams of His
glery to lighten up the universe forever,

All this He can, and will do; but the one
solitary pedestal on which the stupendous fabric
of redemption shall rest forever is the "‘precions
blood of Christ'* which has been sprinkled “‘seven
times'' before the throne

Substitution is a truth that concerns the be-

| liever only. It means salvation conditioned on

LAy agr te,

accord
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the appropriation of Clhirist as a personal Saviour.
Itis the human side of redemption, an individual
matter, and exists only in the realm of faith,

1. Christ is a “'propitiatory’’ for the whole
world; but a substitute only to those who re-
ceive him by faith,

2. Propitiation has to do with God; substitution
with man,

3. The one has refcrence to sin
aggregate; the other, to individual sins,

4- The first secures redemption for the world;
| the seeond, the redemption of the individual bes
! :ic\--r ' v .
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Voicing a Need.

We know little of the intricacies of adminis-
tration in the Methodist church, or of the varied
s utility of their Bishops,  But the recent address
issued by them to the million members and
ministers of their churches on the spiritual con-
dition prevalent among them, illustrates the
great advantage of having some recognized lead-
€rs to voice the needs of the hour, Their appeal
for a week of fasting and prayer will reccive a
spontancous response {rom the Atlantic to the
Pacific, and we shall sce this great people mak-
By common canse at the mercy seat.  We trust
a turn in the tide of prosperity will soon be seen
in this sister denomination, for none of us can do
{othier than mourn when there is depression and
i decay in any scction of our Lord's kingdon,
! Possthly the condition among the Methodists i«
not much, if any, worse than in some other de-
nomiinations, for it is conceded spiritual life has
a languor upon it almost everywhere, o much
| s0 that many have proclaimed the decadence of
{ Christianity and the defeat of the churches,
i Every man has his own explanation of this con-

dition.  Some say it is because modern preach-
| ing does not exalt the Scriptures: others that
{ our views of them are too rigid.  Some say that
| it is because the doctrines are neglected and
| others because preaching is not in touch with
| modern ideas and life. There are those who see

the explanation in the spread of
the worldliness  that

skepticism or in
accompanies  advancing
civilization. Bistops  enumerate  many
caunses, pl samezats, higher criticism and
the vagaries of Christian sciencs in the fore front,
No doubt there is some truth in all the
planations, though they seem diverse, The chief
question, however, is not the cause but the cure
of the debility of the churches. It is small
comfort to a sick man to be told how the disease
fastened itself upon him.  What he wants to
Kuow is how to get well.  The beginning  of
better days is the knowledge of the dearth. A
conscienice of sin and failure will always lead to
repentance and renewal. A church is often
nearest revival when it is prostrate in despair,
The other adage is frequently  true: “When
things are at the worse thev begin to mend.”
The church has always had her decline preceding
revival.  We should be shortsighted indeed if
we thought that Methodism is on permanent
wane, hecause for two or three years past, there
has been no progress,  God uses reverses for
the bringing forth of new devotion. It would
bea good thing for all our churches to pass
through the agony of shame, defeat and despair,
if only to test our faith and stir up the slumber-
ing life.  Continued prosperity undermines the
very life which insures success. A few years
back there was a wail heard in the Methodist
churches of England. The spirit of Wesley, it
was said, had passed away. The leaders over
there, as here with us, uttered their jeremiads,
but they did more.  They prayed, they preached, .
they sounded the trumpet in Zion, and the de.
pression is passing away. The years that are
now passing are bringing them new power and
victory., But much of the awakening has been
due to a few great spirits who have awakened the
churches by their zeal and faith. So it will be
here.  We need men of inspiration. We need
| those who have the torch of God to set afire the
people who are ready to be rekindled.
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