er thought, and it oeeasionally eropped
out, that the great mission work is one;
and that the mere accident of locality,
that one works in China and the other in
Canada, creates no class distinetior, be-
tween the workers. The purely artificial
line 8o often and so plainly drawn is
sometimes mischievous,

A second great thought was that there
is no distinet call to the Foreign Field,
so clearly distinet from that to other
parts of the field covered by the Church
that it cannot be mistaken. Tt is simply
a question of where the man is made 1o
see that the need is greatest. This is a
timely truth, All men are called of
God to their well ahosen calling. One
son of the family turns to the plough,
another to the pulpit—the former is as
truly called as the latter. One member
of a class goes to the heathen, another
goes to a well-wrought charge, the latter
is no better than the former, nor is he

less good.  Wach man who is anxious to
know his Tord’s will, and to do it, steps

into his appointed place. Tf the visit of
Robert E. Speer has resulted in making
this clear to six students, he has done a
splendid service,
————————

The Creed of the Douk hobors,

Much interest js felt in the colony of
so-called “Russian Quakers” who have
lately left Russia to settle in Canada un-
der the direction of Count Tolstoi. They
have recently drawn up a statement of
their belief, which they call “The Ten
Commandments of the New Testament.”
Tt is a unique document, and has rather
more metaphysies in it than - ligion, as
follows:—

1. The members of the comm: ity revere and
love God as the source of all b ing,

2. They respoct the dignity of man both in
themselves and in their fellow-men,

3. The members of the community regard every-
thing that exiets with love and admiration, and
they try to bring up their children in the same
tendency

4. By the word “God” they understand the
power of love, the power of life which is the
source of all that exists,

5. Life is progress; and everything tends to-
wards perfection, in order that the seed received
should be returned to the source of life in the
form of ripe fruit,

6. In evervthing that exists in our world we
see consecutive stages toward perfection. Thus,
beginning with a stone and passing over to
plants, we_come to animals, .the fullest develop-
ment of which is man, regarding him from the
point of view of life and of a conscious being.

7. The members of the community hold that to
destroy or hurt any living thing is blameworthy.
In every separate being there is life, and hence
God, especially in a human being. To deprive a
man of life is in no way permissible,

8. The members accord full freedom to the iife
of man; and, therefore, all organization founded
on violence they regard as unlawful,

9. The basis of man’s existence is the power of
thought—reason.

10. Tt is d that the 1 life of
man is based on the moral law, which has for
its rule, “What T do mot wish for myself, that T
must not wish for any one else.”

How near we are to each other when
we are all united to God!—Fenelon,
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A Central Mission Board.

That the question of centsalization,
to which reference was made recently in
these columns, is a living question, was
clearly demonstrated by the action of an
Assembly Committee which met in Mon-
treal not long ago. An important step
towards unifying the work was taken
when it was decided to recommend that
there shall be one Central Board for
Home Missions, east and west. Some of
the members of committee, we are told.
wished to go farther. We hope  they
vielded the point for a time only. Why
should there not be a Central Boand
charged with the direotion of the great
mission movement within our Church,
There is need for some uniform poliey.
it would conserve effort and money, and
would result in greater effectiveness in
prosecuting the work.

Home Mission Unification an Impors
tant Move.

The General Assembly, in June last,
appointed a committee to consider ihe
queston of the unification of the Home
Mission worl: of the Church, east and
west. Heretofore, there has been a west-
ern and an eastern committee, with sep-
wute funds, presenting separate reports
to the Geaeral Assembly, and in al) re-
spects carrying on their work as if the
union of the Churches had never taken
pluce.

The committee appointed at last As-
sembly, with Rev. Dr. Warden as Con-
vener, consisted of six mindsters active-
ly associated with Iome Mission work
i the western section, and a similar
number from the eastern section. The
committee met in Montreal on Thursday
last, and spent 1 .ny hours in the con-
sideration of the whole question. It
was felt impossib - at present to go as
far as some f the brethren would have
liked. The comm.uttee, Lhowever, were
unanimous in adopting a recommenda-
tion that the following scheme be sul-
witted to next Assembly:—

There shall be one Home Mission
Committee for the whole Church, to be
appointed annually by the General As-
sembly, and to report annually to the
General Assembly on the whole Home
Mission work of the Chureh, This eom-
mittee shall, for the present, consist of
two representatives from each of the Sy-
nods of British Columbia and Manitoba
and the Northwest, and four from each
of the other Synods, one of which re-
presentatives, in the case of each Synod,
shall be the convener of the Synodical
Committee hereafter provided for.

The General Assembly’s Home Mis-
sion Committee shall have charge of the
Home Mission work of the Chureh gen-
erally, and shall be responsible for the
securing of funds and men for the work
in the several Synods.

Tt shall hold the annual meetin
different places,

g at
from Halifax to Winni-
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peg, sv a8 to iuterest the whole Church
in its operations, the expense to be de-
frayed pro rata by the funds of each sec-
tion.

There shall be two Home Mission
funds, maintained as at present, one for
the eastern and the other for the west-
crn section of the Church. Each Sy-
nod shall be instructed to appoint a
Home Mission Committee of its own, of
which the conveners of the Home Mis-
sion  Committees of the Presbyteries
within the bounds shall be ex-officio
members. For the first year of the
operation of this scheme, the existing
Synodical Committees shall carry on the
werks and in the case of Synods that
have not committees, the following shall
be appointed to act until theso Synods
shall meet and appoint their cormittees.
The Synodical Committee of the Mari-
time Provinces shall have full control
of the administr-tion of the Home Mis-
sion fund for the eastern seotion of the
Church, and shall recommend to the
General Assembly’s Committee the n.en
to be appoin’ad to its fields.

The Synodical Committees of the
western section shall submit sehodules
of their fields, with the grant required
for each, to the Assembly’s Committee,
and upon these, the lump sum to he
given to each Synod shall be based ;
adopting the same principles as are now
in opuration in the Svnods of Manitoba
and the Northwest and British Columbia,
both as to the grants and the payments
thereof.

Tt was agreed to appoint a sub-com-
mittee to frame regulations to govern
the operations of the Synodieal Com-
mittees and to report to this committee
before the meeting of the General As-
sembly.

Tt was agreed to submit this scheme
to the Home Mission Committees, west
and east, and to ask them to report their
views of it to this committee before As-
sembly. Tt was also agreed to publish
a statement of what is proposed so that
the Preshyteries, in the western section,
that have reported against Synodical
committees, mav have an opportunity of
re-considering their decision,

————

Giving is the backbone of missionary
enthusiasm. Put your money on inter-
est in a heathen land, and your heart's
interest will follow.

NS

The Gospel is best when most i3 ex-
pected of it.  Ommiscience cannot be
overstrained, the ocean cannot be ex-
hausted. Nor can the eross of Christ
give way under assault or under any
pressure.—Joseph Parker, 1).D,

The subscription price of Tha Domin-

ion Presbyterian is ONE DOLLAR
1l 1st January, 1000. Within the
Montreal postal delivery distriot
where a special rate for delivery
is charged, the price will be 81.60




