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The greatest in the Kingdon of heaven,
v. L The greatest in hinance is the clever
business man, who can buy the most ral
roads, steamships, mines, houses,  lands,
The greatest i worldly society is the one
who can drass himest, say the wittiest aid
gayest things, and give the grandest pories
The greatest in the school, as many judge,
is the boy who can stay top of his clars
and win all the first prizes. But o the
kingdom of heaven it is quite different.
There the greatest is the humblest
gentlest, the Kindest, the lewi the
ful of self, the most thoughttul of oth
ers. That is why it is called the Kingdom
ol heaven,
cept ye be converted, v. 3. Instead ot
“be converted” the Rev, Ver. has “turn.’
Both these words refer to the change  of
heart required, if we would enter the king
dom of God. “Be converted” pounts to
the Holy Spirit's part in bringing aboul
this change. Our Lord said to Nicodemus,
“Ye must be born again” (see John §:4,
5, 7).Divine power alone can accomplish
the new birth, “Turn” directs attention
to our part. 1t is as if we had been walk
ing in the wrong direction, and must faw
the other way (o reach our destination.

A wrong notion sometames held is that
We are to remain passive, waiting for the
Holy Spirit to do s work in us.  But

the man with the withered hand was com
manded o steetd it forth while it was
yet helpless. 1t was in the act of obed
that the new strength came.  Ro
Joesus bids us Cturn”y and it ois omrs o
obey, in the conlident assurance that the

ivnce

Spirit of God will anpart to us the -
abling  power,

Become as little childeen, v, 3. On an
old fresco i Florence is depiet a loug

procession of waylarers ascending to @
platiorm in the cemtre, on which stands
the gate of heaven. The procession is
formed  of fullgrown men and  women,
but no svoner do they place their feet up
on the platform that sapports the gate,
than they become of very small staiare,
and pass through ite portals as little ¢hild
ren. Even so must proud men and viin
women forget all about  their imag ned
greatness, and  become as  conscions  of
their own weakness, as humble ol loving
in their hearts and as eondident of (!
power of their heavenly Father, as a little
child feels in the presence of an carthly
parent, if they are to enter the kingdun
of God.

Humble himself, v. 4, There is a spur-
ious  hum lity, which parades itself in
tone and manner. “l have no humility to
brag about.” said one. Canidios, the Ll
ful Egyptian arclitect, in building a watch
tower for the king. covered it over with
lime and mortar, and then wrote on the
top of that the name of the kng in let-
ters of gold, thus pretending to honor his
sovereign, but koowing that in time the
vain would wash away the mortar and
leave exposed to future generations lis
own name in the hard rvock. Humility is
not pretending to put God fivst and write
His name in letters of gold, while really
recking our own imterests: it can exist
only where in deed and in truth  the
Chiristian secks first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness,

Whoso. .cause. Jittle ones..stnmble Rev,
Ner. v. 6. A father attempted to clmb
a perilous hill, purposely choos ng a time
when his children were at play, that they
might not be led into danger by attempt-
ing to follow him. He was nearving the

*S.S8, Lesson 1. Matthew 18: 1-4. Com-
mit to memory vs, 2, 3* Read Mark 9.
14.50; 10: 1316, Golden Text—It is not

the will of your Father which is in heaven,
that one of these little onew should perish.
Matthew 18:14,

niost precipitous when a little voiee
behind shouted, ther, take the safest
path, for I am comng behind you” Wih
trembling fovteteps he hurried back, just
in time to rescne e chill from danger.
The little ones are always following, They

are close at our LAt s a frightiul
responeibility  to lead  them  through
thoughtless  conduet  imto moral  danger,
Woe unto that man

Despse not. ittle on v. 10 A cer
tam King demanded of the Spartans fifty
of theie children as hostages. “We would
prefer” they veplied, “to give vou fifty
of our most ished men.” In the
clitldren th Wairiors amd rtates
wen of the future. 1t is the children of
today who are to make the world of to
morrow a better amd a happi
live in. Any help or encours
can give them will be amply vepaid.

himtin

saw the

has ow

a man A his success or

to the Kind assistance or connsel of some
older friend at the start. What joy will
be ours i we give such timely aid!  We

shall sliarve the teiumph and ghudnes of
all the achievements that folly

One of them be gone astray, v. 12, Hor
ace Mann, in openng a reformatory insti
tution for boys, remarked  that if only
one boy were saved it would pay for all
the cost and labor of establishing such an
inetitution,  Afterwards a gentleman rml
liced Mr. Mann upon his statcment, say-
ing, “Did you not color that a little. when
you eatd that all expense and Jabor would

be repad, i it only  sived  one boy?”
“Not i it was my boy,” was the

Nl vet every wavwand lud is some t
er's boy, and therefore has a claim to

be rought as carnestly as anvone whom
personally know  and love; and in
Wl are equally precions. He
makes no difference between high and
low, rich and poor, young or old. Every
child in His great family is dear to the
heavenly Fathe

we

God's eves

LIGHT FROM THE EAST.
Iy Rev. DD,

James Ross,

The'e Angels —Jewish writers ¢lborated
v vast hierarchy of angels. in which every
e ob information regarding them in the
Reviptures e

iy expanded. They i
diate between God and maa, and inter
code for those on earth, They carry up
men's prayers to the throne, and there
an el set over the prayers weaves them
nto a crown for the Most High, They
write down aleo all the deeds of men he
fore the face of the Lond. O ngel has
been set over each of the elements, and
ry nation has a spedial angel or prince
it. God determines everything, and
then sends an angel to execue His wil',
Every man has his angel of Jdesting, who
brongs about all the 1 or evil that he
experiences.  And every man has also one
or more guardian angels, A pious Je
compelled to go mto an unclean ph
asked his accompanying angels to wait un-
til he came out ag Beades the angel
who constantly attended him, others are
sotet'mes appointed as temporary  com-
panions to assist or preserve him in 2
detinite work, 1f a Jew forsake the com
munity of hie fathers m its hour of neel,
his guardian angel their hands  on
his head, siying,
in the salvation of

the commun ty!"”

Opportunities are never advertised in
the Lost and Found column,

If you expect your prayers to be an-
swered, you must back them up with a
reasonable amount of hustle,

It is best to use the bountiful harvests
t) the glory of God. He gives them.

We refuse to do one of our greatest
duties when we refuse to pray.

We neglect one of our greatest privileges
whea we negleet to pray.

SPARKS FROM JOTHER ANVILS.

Lutheran Observer: —Prayer, and wor-
ship in general, is not taken with sufii-
cient serivusuess. The dignity and privil-
ege of drawing near to God in s ap-
pointed way is not realized, and the result
is the irreverence that so often mars the
public worship in God's house,—and wor-
ship is worship, whatever the service,
whether in the church itself, the Sugday-
school, or any other mecting tor that
purpese,  Trreverence may be an Amer-
ican trait, but it is none the less one to
be deplored.  Beginning at the fountan
Lead, in the nurse in the home, and
reaching out to the church itseli, let there
be the effort to meet the fault and to con-
quer it.

Herald and Preshyter:—Spring 1 ad
vancing, 1t has some temporary set-backs
i the way of cold and storms, and frost
and snow, but cach day s hastening the
consummation of the glories of summer
and the harvest,  So Christian life has
its struggles and difficulties, but to each
true child of God is coming the complete-
ness of the perfect life of heaven,

Southwestern Presbyterian:—Unity and
union are entirely different things, Where
there is unity there should be union. Not
to seck it will be sin.  Where there 15
union without untty, the product is evil
and only evil. The binding together ot
discordant elements will only emphasize
the disagreement,

Maritime Baptist:—=The minister nvelds
helpers.  No man is so great and strong
as not to need the inspiration and encour-
ment which the hearty sympathy and

speration his brethren can give,
How gratefully P'aul recalls the help that
came to him through Aquila and Prisca
and many others who co-operated with
Lim in the gospel!  And if Paul felt the
need and reciated the value of helpers
the same is certainly true of the ministers
ot our own day, There ¢an scarcely be
anything so disheartening to the pastor
as to feel that he is praying and working
alone, with no one to sympathize heartily
with his aims or seeond his efforts, And
on the other hand there ean scarcely be
anytiing more inspiring for the minist
than to know that there are men and
women avound him full of prayetful sym
Pathy for him and eagey to Jon hands
with him in the work,

Southwestern Preshy terian:—How large
i proportion of popular skepticism is mere
echo!l  People incapable of thinking out
enything for themselves that is profound
or that deals with first principles, cateh
up the expressions of others whose notions
suit so admirably their own predisposi-
tion, and go about the world pretending
that they are wise and intelligent  and
thoughtful, whereas they are in the bald-

erl_ sense  Magnostic “understanding
IAL'IAI’I! v what they say, nor whereof they
affirm.”  Pin them down to lormal

statement or proof, and they are usually
found incapable of either,

GOD'S WILL,

“Oh, don't lev us always be a talking
about bearin® Nis will, ard sufferin® His
will. Let’s talk about enjoyin® His w .
When the baby is pinn’ away and sick
Iy, an’ dyiv’, that be His will, perhans;
but that be His will, too, when the bahy
be a great big thumpin’ boy, amd theives
ancommon. It be God's will nerhaps—
if it ben't our carelessyess— when the
howee burnt down, and we escape with
ovr lives, But it be the Lord's will, too,
all the days that we come and go, and find
dl safe and sound. The Father's will

Jen't that we should be out in a far conn-

try perishin’ with hunger. THis will is the
Pest robie amd (he fatted calf; the comin’
home, and the bein' merry. ‘My medita-
tion of Him shall be sweet.”  You may say
whit you like about suffern’ the Lord's
will; T shall talk aliout ewiovin® it, and
delghtin® fn it ~Daniel Quorm.




