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SPARKS FROM JTHER ANVILS.
Lutheran Observer:—1 ’rayer, and wur 

ship in general, is not taken with sulli 
tient seriousness. The dignity und privil­
ege of drawing near to G«»d in Ills ap- 
jsiinted way is not realized, uiul the result 
is the irreverence that so 
publie worship in tiod's house,—< 
ship is worship, whatever the sen ice, 
whether in the church itself, the Suiplay- 
scliuul. or any other meeting lor that 
purpose. Irreverence may be an Amer­
ican trait, but it is none the leas one V» 
be deplored. ltcginning at the fountain 
bead, in the nursery, in the home, ami 
reaching out to the church itself, let there 
be the effort to meet the fault and to con-

llcruld and Hrcsbytcr: - Spring is a«! 
\ancing. It has some temporary set-hacks 
in the way of cold and storms, and front 
and snow, but each day is hastening the 
consummation of the glories of summer 
and the harvest. So Christian life has 
its struggles and dilliculties, but to each 
true child of 4iod is coining the complete­
ness of the perfect life of h

Southwestern

most precipitous part when a little voice 
lichind shouted, "K.i'hcr. take the safest 
path, for I am cooi ng behind you." \V III 
trembling footstep he hurried hack, just 
in lime to rescue hi* child from danger. 
The little ones are always following. They 
are close at our heels. It is a fright lui 
nspmribility to lead them through 
thoughtless conduct into moral «Linger. 
Woe unto that luan-

Despse not., ht tie «mes. v. III. A oer- 
la ii king demanded of the H|«rtans fifty 
ut their vhildren as hoslagts. “We Wouhl 
prefer." they replied, "to give you lift 
of our mont «liHitiguidied men.” In 
children they saw the 
men of liie future. It is the children of 
t«xlay who are to make the world of t«i- 
morrow a lietter ami a happier place to 
live ill. Any help or eiieouragemelit we 
can give them will lie amply repaid. Many 
<i man has owtxl his snores* or gr«-a1 nw« 
to the kind assistance or counsel of some 
«■hier friend ut the start. What joy will 
be ours if we give sucli timely aid! We 
shall sliaiv the triumph ami gli«Vi«,-* of 
all «lie arliievciucuts that follow.

One of them be gone astray, v. 12. Hor­
ace Mann, in op-n ng a reformatory insti­
tut o.n for boys, remark is! tiiat if only 
one boy were saved it would pay for all 
tin «'o*t and lalsir of «».t.iiblidiiug such an 
institution. Afterward* a gentleman ral­
lied Mr. Mann upon his statement, 
iug. "l)ii|
>on s.tiil 
be

The greatest iu the kingdom of heaven, 
v. 1. TJie g mi test iu hiiauee is the clever 
business luau, who eau huy the mo*l rad- 
roads, steamship*, mines. Iiousiy*, lands.

society is the
limist, *uy the wittiest ami 

gayest thing*, and give tlie grainiest p.ntvs 
Thy greatest iu the school, us many judge, 
is the huy who van stay top of his class 
ami win all the lirst prizes. Hut in the 
kingdom of licuveu it is quite tlilfvrent. 
There the grealesi i* the humblest, the 
gentlest, tliy kindest, the Icisi thought­
ful of self, the iihH thoughtful of util 
ers. That is why it is called the kingdom 
ol hiuveu.

"be eouv

often mars the 
uul wor-Thv greatest in worldly 

wlhi can druM

ye be converted, v. 3. Iin»l«\id ol 
ertvd" the Rev. Ver. lias “turn." 

Hoth these word* refer to Hie ehairge v! 
heart required, if we would enter the king 
«loin of God. “He converted" |h> ills to 
the Holy Spirit's part in bringing about 
this eliange. Our Lord *.ud to Xicodcmu*, 
"Ye must lie born ag.uu" (see John 
5. 7).Divine power alone can accomplish 
the new birth. "Turn" direct* attention 
to our part. It i» a* if we liad Ikvii walk­
ing in the w rong direvtion, and must fa -c 
the oilier 
A wlong 
we are to remain 
Holy Spirit to do 
the man with the withered hand w.i* com 
iiuimled to slivieh it forth while it 
yet helpless. It was in the net of ub<id- 
ii'nve that the new strength came. So
Jesus bhl' us "turn"; a ml it is ours to 
obey, in the confident assurance that the 
Spirit of <««*! will auikirt to us the en­
abling power.

Ik come as little diildreu, v. .1. On uu 
old fresco u Florence is «lepieted a long 
procession of wayfarers awvnding to s 
platform in tlie centre, on which *tamh 
the gate of heaven. The

Viobytvriun:—I'nity and 
union are entirely dilferent tilings. Where 
there is unity there should be union. Not 

Where I here i* 
nity, the product is evil 

ntnl only evil. The binding together ui 
discordant elements will only empluM/e 
the disagre 

Maritime 
lieljH'i's.
as imt to neetl the inspiration ami cncour- 
a genu lit whivh tin- hearty sympathy und 
««■-operation of his brethren can give, 
llow gratefully Haul recalls the help that 
vaine to him through Aquila und Hrisva 
and many othei> who eo-ojier 
1‘iui In Hie gospel! And if Ha 
>'» wl Ulitf appreciated the value of helpers 
the same i» certainly true of the ministers 
ol our own day. There can scarcely be 
anything so disheartening to the pastor 
as to feel that he is praying a ml working 
alone, with no one to synqiatliize heartily 
with his aims or second his eHurts. And 
«■n the other hand there can scarcely be 
anything inure inspiring for the minister 
than to know that the 
women a round him full oi prayerful sym- 
I'uthy tor him ami eager to join hands 
with him in the work.

Southwestern Hresby terian;—How large 
a proportion of popular skeptic 
t-ilio! Heople innipahle of thinking 
anything, for themselves that is proto 
«.r that deals with first principles, «-ateli 
up the expressions «d others whose notions 
suit so admirably their own pre<li»|>osi- 
tion, and go about the world pretcmlmg 
that they are wise ami intelligent and 
thoughtful, whereas they ure in the bald- 

“.igimsties,” “under standing 
ut they say, nor whereof they 
Hin them down to tonnai 

■statement or proof, end they are usually 
ft und incapable of either.

to seek it will be mu. 
union without uway to reach our destination, 

notion sometime* held is. that 
pissive, waiting for the 
11s work in us. Hut i imt color that a little, when ement.

all «• use and labor would 
Siiv«-«1 « ne l*»y?"

Haptist:—Tlie minister u Lei Is 
No man is so great and strongrelia d. if it 

“N<«t if it was my 
And \«*t every way mini 
vr*s boy. ami thereferc lui* a claim to 
be sought a* earnestly a* anyone whom 

vamally know ami love: and in 
•yi-s aII are eiiually precious, lie 

bet wven high 
yming or old. Kvcry 

family is dear to the

1*.y." wo* the reply.
I.ul is ssitne mot Ii-

e.1,1'!. i

makes no «lilft'icm-t
nttod with 
ul felt the

low. rioh .uni poor,
child in I lip gr« 
heavenly Father.

pivevspiou I» 
formed of full grown men ami women, 
but in» s«s>iier do 
oil the pint form that Hiqq sifts the gate, 
than they become of very small «ta; ire, 
ami piss through it* p.rtak as little «liilil 

Kveu so must prom! men ami vun 
thoul their imag ned 

greatness, ami become u» eoltsviou* of 
their «i-.vii weaknew, as humble ai l loving 
in their he.urt* ami a* <-nitnlrul of ill»

LIGHT FROM THE EAST.
Hy Rev. Janie* Bow, l).l).they place their feel np-

TIm r Angels -Jewish writers vl.diorate'l 
a va.*t hierarchy of ang«*ls. in which ev 
scrap of information reganl ng 
hiript mi's ip greatly ex pi n«le< 
diate iHftwveu Hod ami mail, and 
«site for those on e.uth. They

re are men and
women forget all ■‘iii-'w

carry up 
and theremen's prayers to the throne.

•in angel set over the prayers weaves them 
the Most High. Tin

paver of their heavenly Father, .u> a little 
ehikl fuel* iu the presume of an earthly 
pi vent, if they are to enter the kiugd mi 
of Clod.

Humide himself, v. 4. There is a finir­
ions hum I ity, whivh pur.uk* itself in 
lone and manner. "1 have no humilit 
brag «Atout." slid one. Canidiu*. tin- 

Fgypti.ui aivbiteet, iu building

isin is merv
nlo a crown for
write «(own also all the deeds of men 
fore it.be face of tlie Lord. Due angel Iu* 
been set over each of the elements, and 
every nation has a spxiiaj angel or prince 
over it. <!ud tlelmnii 
then semL au ai

y t'» 
sl.il 

a watch
tower for the king, euveml it over with 
lime ami mortar, and tlieu wrote on the 
top of tiiat the name of the k 
ter* <«f gold, thus pretending to 
sovereign, but knowing that in time tin» 
rain would wash aiway the mortar anil 
leave expired to future 
own name in the luiixl r 
not pretending to put (iml lirst .«nd write 
His name m letters of gid«i. while reallv 
m eking our own iiVt crests: it can exist

('iiristian seeks first the kingdom of (l<*l 
and Hi* right cousu vm.

Whotfo. .cause, .little ones, .stumble Rev. 
Ver. v. 0. A father ut tempted to el mb 
a p-riloiis bill, imrposely choos ng a turn- 
when his children were tut play. Huit they 
might mrt, he led into «Linger by attempt­
ing to follow him. He wii* nearing the

. aines everything, and 
igcl to execute His wil*. 

Kvery man has hi* angel of derfiny, who

exiiericncee. And every man ha* also «me 
or more guardian angels. A pious Jew, 
eoiii|>elle<l to go into an unclean place, 

els to wait

ful
est sen 
neither

a.!milt all the gm «I or « vi| that hv

ng in lel-

asked his a«e.•mpanying ang 
til he came out again. Rv-nh-s the angel 
who constantly attended him. ntliciw are 
sou«times uppiinttxl .is temptrary t 
pinions t«> assist or preserve him in 
definite work. If a «low fomike the «•«mi 
mumty of hi* fathers n it* hour of nee I, 
bis guadili.in angel* lay their hands 
hi* head, elying, “May he have no slmiv 
in the salvation of the commun ty!"

GOD’S WILL.
com- <1<N11 kt us always In» a-talking

•i linin' lli* will, «mj sufferin’ Hi*
will. Let s talk ah«>ut enjoyin’ Hi* w II. 
W hen the l-aby is pili n' away and sick 

on • *UI . tluit he Hi* will, peril.to*;
hut that he Hi* will, too, when the liahy 
be a great -big thumpin' h«y. 
uueumiiH.il. It I*» tiod* will !»eriiaps— 
if it ben't our oorekwyew— when the 
h« iiso burnt dkwn. ami we txcaiN!
«»ir lives, lint it be the Ijonl’s will. too. 
nil the day* that we couic ami g«>, and find 
all mfe ami sound. Tlie leather's will 

.■n't tiiat we 
try |»eri*lnn’

■nerat i.ms hi*
Humility is

where in deed and in truth the

ami tihi'ivtxs

Opportunities are never 
the I*>-'t ami Found colut

advertised ir« with

If you expect your prayers to be an­
swered, you must buck them up with a 
reasonable amount of hustle. should be out in a far <x>un- 

writh Iwinger. His will k« the 
t robe iieul l tie fat ted calf ; the co-nin’ 

ami the bein' merry. ‘My medita- 
liim skill be sweet.’ You may eey 

whit you like aliout sufTern' the Ijonl'* 
will: I si loll talk ab« nit etiiovin’ it, and 
del glitin’ II it.’’-Daniel (Jitorm.

It ia best to use the tmuntiful harvests 
t> the glory of God. He gives them.

We refuse to do one of our greatest 
duties when we refuse to pray.

We neglect one of our greatest privileges 
when we neglect to pray.

1Z*S.S. Lesson I. Ma'tthew IN: 1-14. Cotn- 
v*. 2. ,‘f* Read Mark 0. 
Golden Text It i* not

mit to memoiT 
14-5H; 10: 13-10. "of
the will of your Fatlwr which is in heaven, 
that one of these little omv« should perish. 

Matthew 18:14.


