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A RI,Y settlers in the Spallumcheen -ountrx ,i< in other

e
 places, ufl'ered from many disabilities not the least of 

whic h was the lack of opportunities for religious worship.
In 1891 the eountrv south of Sieamous was without a 

Methodist place of worship. During that year the Rev. 
J IV Hicks, now editor of the Western Methodist Re
corder of Victoria. It C conducted services m Vernon and also in 
private houses lie tween Vernon and Knderby, the latter place living 
his headquarters.

The following year, 1892, Vernon 
and vicinity was entered on the list of 
stations as a mission in the British Co
lumbia conference and the Rev. Thomas 
Neville, now of the Manitoba conference, 
was sent as the first settled pastor. Those 
were days of large fields and few labor
ers, and Mr. Neville often preached in 
Vernon in the morning and conducted a 
service in Kelowna in the evening ol the 
same Sabbath. Vernon was then but a 
little village of a few hundred people, but 
the> were enterprising, and by the time 
conference of 1893 had arrivée’ a Metho
dist church was erected and opened (>t Rl A IHO.VtASNKMI.lt


