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is added to these advantages—for they are advan-
tages in one sen^p—^he becomes a superior being.

I have indulge^,m these reflections, with manifest

risk of beipg t^W^ht somewhat prosy by my more
lively readers, ii^ order to guard my countrymen,
English, Scotch, and Irisli, against a kind of pre-

sum^lion which is exceedingly common among them
when they come to Canada—of fancying that they
are as c^^able of forming correct opinions on local

matters as the Canadians themselves. It is always
sottiewhat humbling to our self-love to be compelled
to confess what may be^ considered an error ofjudg-
ment, but my desire to guard future settlers against
similar mistakes overpowers my reluctance to own
that I fell into the common error of many of my
countrymen, of purchasing Ivild land, on speculation,
with a very inadequate capitkl. This was one of the
chief causes of much suffering, in which for many
years my family became involved; but through which,
supported by trust in Providence, and the energy of
a devoted partner^! continued by;her aid to struggle,
untU, when least expected, tlil lig*tt of hope at length
dawned upon us.

Inreflectingonthis error—forerror and imprudence
it was, even though, the result had been fortunate—

I

have still this poor comfort, that there was not one in
a hundred of persons similarly situated but fell into
the same mistake, oftrusting too much to present ap-
pearances,without sufllcientexperience in the country.

I had, as I have already stated, about £300 wTiati


