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that poi'iimnont vont and happinoss tlioy ara.Maly domrml mul

sought. It huH, in.lco.l, with iuliiiit" wimhHu utul i.ioroy, been

onhiinod that the HatlKfyiiif? ami otornul (.njoyuuMit of th.i spint of

mail cannot be Hoe.uotl but'by an ailoquutu knowh-li;.. i.i th«

grrat ai.d beuovolont Go.l of Ihn Ur.lvei-He ; un.l ospcoiully. un.h'r

hia SiMiptui-al revelMioii, by tU« additional or <nMibiu,..l kiiowhMlge

«r th« Lord JusuH Christ, Hin ^on, as UiH gift of n.orcy, according

to th<! words of tho t\)xt.

liut now, prop(M|>\ftriHeH tho cnciuiry, what aro wo truly and

savingly to undcjrHtanU by tho knowledge of God and of His Soli

Avhoni lie Hont, as oxpi\csHed in tlip toxt, and as to th., ^)utpi.sos

for which He was Hont\ And first, as to the knowledge of this

" oidy true (Jod." It iiijplios, of course, as its primary element—

asfarasliunianintellect\ind intelligence can reach it-the cor-

rect knowledge of the atkibutes and perfections which form Uis

divine nature and charactW. These Kave never becu truly dis-

covered by a riato. or an Aristotle, a «cnoca, a Cato, or a Cicoro,

or through any merely hu.Ln investigation or sjjj^'m framed by

the seeming wisdom of man\;—so true a»c the vJ^; of tho Pa-

triarch :
" Who can by sealrchiug find out God, f' find out tho

Almighty unto "perfection ;'' Ud also thbs^of the Apostle : ^
Th«^

worhl by wisdom knew not dod." Tho liLrhest l^Hoian wisdom
,

could only reac'h tho idea, oA conclusion, V«at thcr(ixwa» some
}

great Being of a Spiritual ikure, who originated >ll living
; \

creatures and inanimate objects Wid things ;
bi\t when tliei^sought^

toilnd out his true cbaractcj?Uhey wore coiitounded and\thcir

i^nvestio-atio'ns came to an-eud. qV became perplexed and coWa-

dictory-chielly through their iniibility to reco.Wrle tho seera^g

inconsistencies of His supposed gAvernment of Mis rational crdi^-

tures and visible works, and HisVvaried providential dispensa.

tions. But blessed be this true GcM that, in due time, He gave

—and through mbrc than- fifteen hundred years prdgrossively en

largedand has constantly preservedVand will, as j^romised, pre-

serve to tho end of time—a revdatton of His oWfi sacred" at-

tributes and character, and of ifs Wous will iind designtj

rc.>-arding the whole human race. And this revc-latipn is as full

and porlect as the capacities, wants, and\duties ofman require for

hi^ welfare and happiness while here, and liis eternal enjoyment

hereafter. In this inspfred revelation weW plaiifly informed of
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