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courage of her opinions. I have always susoectedpubhc taste to be a mongrel product, out ofaSL'
by dogmatism; and felt sure, if you could only findan honest man of no special literary bent, he 'would
ell you he thought much of Shakespeare bombasticand most absurd, and all of him written in veiy Jscu eEnghsh and wearisome to read. And not lo^g ago iwas able to lay by my lantern in content, for f ou„dthe honest man. He was a fellow of parts, quickhumorous, a clever painter, and with an eye fo ceruin

poetxcal effects of sea and ships. I am not muchTfa judge of that kmd of thing, but a sketch of his comesbefore me sometimes at night. How strong. suppleTndlivmg the ship seems upon the billows! With what adip and rake she shears the flying sea ! I cannor'ancythe man who saw this effect, and took it on the w"gwith so much force and spirit, was what you cal!commonplace m the last recesses of the heart. Andyet he thought, and was not ashamed to have it known

Shakespeare If there were more people of his honesty
this would be about the staple of lay criticism, it
And wf .T " P^^"^''"^' ^"^ ^°"-g^ ^hat is rarAnd what have we in place? How many, who thinkno otherwise than the young painter. L. we notheard disbursing second-hand hyperboles? Have vounever turned sick at heart. O best of critics ! whensome of your own sweet adjectives were returned onyou before a gaping audience? Enthusiasm about art

whinhT' % '""''•"" "' '^' ^^^^^S^ ^-^^'^ being,which she performs with precision and a sort of hauntmg spnghtlmess, like an ingenious and well-regulated
machine. Sometimes, alas! the calmest man is carried


