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theje advantages he resolved to provide ajrainst.
With this purpose, he led his army down into a
Plain near StirHng called the Park, near which.iand
Deneatn it, the English army must needs pass throutrh
a boggy country, broken with watercourses, whUe the
Soots occupied hard dry ground. He then caused aU
the ground upon the front of his line of battle, where
cavalry were likely to act, to be dug full of holes, about
as deep as a man's knee. They wore filled with liijht
brushwood, and the turf was laid on the top, so that it
appeared a plam field, while in reality it was all full of
these pits as a honeycomb is of holes. He also, it
IS said, caused steel spikes, called calthrops, to bo
scattered up and down in the plain, where the Enjjlish
cavalry were most likely to advance, trusting in that
manner to lame and destroy their horses.
When the Scottish army was drawn up, the lino

stretched north and south. On the south it was
termmated by the banks of the brook called Bannock-
burn, which are so rocky, that no troops could attack
them there. On the left, he Scottish line extended
near to the town of Stirling. Bruce reviewed his
troops very carefully; all the useless servants, drivers
of carts, and such like, of whom there were very
many, he ordered to go behind a height, aftonv-ards
in meniory of the event, called the Gillies' hill, that
IS, the Servants hill. He then spoko to the soldiers,
and expressed his determination to gain the victory

fu l"" n 1.^^^ ^'^"^ °^ ^^® fi«^^' •^^ battle. He desired
that all those who did not propose to fight to tho
last, should leave the field before the battle l-gan
and that none should remain except those who were
deternnned to take the issue of victory or death asGod should send it.
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When the main body of his army was thus placed

in order,, the King posted Randolph, with a body of
horse, near to the Church of St. Ninian's, command-
ing him to use the utmost diligence to prevent any

)i:


