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m thin. On th« other h«nd, in th« -Mtern p*rt of the provlBC,

wh«r« the ooia bMin i. wid-t, whw the bed. we n«.rept to ,»

oMitre, and where they become directly continoou. with the highly

prodaoUve Cerboniferou. rock* of Nora Scotia, the country U, e«cept

at one or two point., a l<»ra incognita a. regard, what lie. below the

•arfac» It would Mem, therefore, very dedrable that thi. ground

.hould be thoroughly te.t«l, but before incurring the expenw

nece«arily involved in in.tituting any exten.ive wrie. of bonng., all

available f«!U hearing upon the choice of location. prol*ble depth,

etc.. need to be carefully collected and estimated. It U to aid in thi.

direction that the present report haa been prepared.

It wUl U obviou. that th. question involve, many different con-

sideration., thu^ the topography of the country, a. being directly

determined by the attitude of the underiying .trata, ha. an obviou.

Searing upon the ,,ue.tion of that attitude, as thi. has upon the po.ition

-d .pread of an, coal seams which may be pre«.nt. The erosion

wuich the country has undergone, whether by the operation of glaciers

or rivers, or both, has led to the removal of vast quantities of H>ck,

•nd it is a subject for consideration as to how much has been thu«

wmoved, and whether such removal involved any productive coal-

measures or not. In the river valleys and along the coast are the

natural sections which aftord the only information, short of bonng,

which the region offers, and these need to be carefully studied and com-

pared The evidences of displacement, whether by differential move-

menu involving large areas, or confined to particular line, determining

faults, require consideration. The fossils, obUined at many different

localities, need to be compared, with a view to determine the honzons

they represent. And, finally, a comparison of the coal-beanng rocks

of New Brunswick with those of Nova Scotia, where the system is so

much better displayed and has been so long and carefully studied, is

of the utmost importance, for such comparison should tend to show

whether the surface rocks of New Brunswick are the representatives

of the lower portion only of the coal formation (in which case it would

be useless to seek for serviceable seams) or of the middle or upper.

The data afforded by r- borings need also to be collated and com-

pared.

In the following pages an attempt will be made to discuss the ques-

tion of possible coal supply from each of these several stand-jwints,

with the exception of that of a comparison of the Carboniferous

•ystems of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, which will be the subject

of another and concurrent report by Mr. H. S. Poole.


